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Kasper becomes a Fort Hays State Tiger
Hannah Hoch
Yearbook co-editor

The chances of a 
high school woman 
athlete to go on to 
play basketball in 
college is 6.4%. 

Broncos’ starting 
senior Kyleigh 
Kasper now is able 
to say she’s a part 
of that 6.4% as she 
will be the one of 15 
basketball players 
on the 2016-2017 
Fort Hays women’s 
basketball team’s  
roster. 

 “When Fort 
Hays asked me 
to join their team 
for next year it 
felt really, really, 
really awesome. I 
was on cloud nine 
for a while and I 
think I still am. I 
was so excited and 
sometimes I still 
can’t believe it,” 
Kasper said.

Kasper 
discovered her love 
for basketball in 
the first grade and 

since then it’s only 
grown. While she 
lived in Lyndon, 
Kansas she started  
playing on the local 
recreational team 
from first through 
third grade. In 
the fourth grade, 
Kasper moved 
from Lyndon to 
live in Russell and 
she brought her 
love for basketball 
with her. She 
played for Russell’s 
recreational team 
and the Russell 
Blazers from fourth 
through sixth grade. 

“The Blazers was 
really fun because 
my dad was the one 
of the coaches so 
it was fun getting 
to be around each 
other a lot. It’s also 
really cool because 
all the people I 
played basketball 
with then are all my 
friends that I still 
play with today,” 

Kasper said.
While in 

Ruppenthal Middle 
School, she played 
her seventh and 
eighth grade year. 
During April 
through the summer 
of her seventh grade 
year she started 
playing for the 
Kansas Legends 
traveling team up 
until the summer 
of her senior year. 
Kasper has also 
been a part of the 
Lady Broncos 
basketball team all 
four years of high 
school. 

“I just feel 
the need to keep 
playing basketball 
constantly. 
Something inside 
of me just began 
to love basketball 
one day and ever 
since I keep loving 
it more and more. 
It became a passion 
and love rather than 

just a sport to play. 
I can’t imagine my 
life without it and 
I don’t want to,” 
Kasper said. 

In the middle of 
June, Kasper got a 
text from Fort Hays’ 
assistant coach Mrs. 
Talia Kahrs asking 
if she had plans for 
after high school 
and if Kasper was 
interested in making 
a visit to the college. 
The following week 
Kasper made a 
college visit to Fort 
Hays to get a tour 
of the campus and 
to meet the head 
coach Mr. Tony 
Hobson. While in 
a sit down meeting 
in Hobson’s 
office Kasper got 
offered to play on 
the women’s Fort 
Hays Basketball 
team and was told 
they would give 
her scholarships 
to help with books 

Fort Hays State University gains another athlete for their girls’ basketball team. Kasper signed with 
Fort Hays on November 17th in the RHS gymnasium.

and tuition. A couple days 
later after the meeting, Kasper 
verbally committed to Fort 
Hays and on November 17 she 
officially signed with Fort Hays 
in the Russell High School 
gymnasium. 

“We try to recruit ‘high 
character’ people whom are 
also good enough basketball 

players to play at a high level. 
We think that Kyleigh qualifies 
on both counts. I recruited her 
because of her athleticism and 
her ability to rebound the ball. 
She has a natural ‘nose’ for the 
ball,” Hobson said. “We also 
think she will be able to play 
more than one position, which 
is valuable to us. As we got to 

know Kyleigh in the recruiting 
process, we liked the fact that 
she was a quiet, humble person 
that we felt would fit in with 
our current players. Having her 
only 25 miles down the road 
is also great, we think a lot of 
people will come to watch her 
play over the next four years,” 
Hobson continued.

Gfeller takes on state

Senior Noah Gfeller participated in state 
cross country on October 31, 2015, at Rim 
Rock held in Lawrence. Gfeller placed 
27th with a time of 18:08. “I was pretty 
happy with how I did at state, especially 
since this was my first full year of cross 
country,” Gfeller said.

     Ready, set, boom! 
This is what gets 
senior Noah Gfeller’s 
heart pumping before 
participating at state 
for his cross country 
race. The Broncos 
sent their first cross 
country athlete to state 
since 1998. Senior 
Noah Gfeller is the 
first to break this long 
streak.

 “When I hear the 
sound of the gun 
going off, I feel a rush 
of relief, because it 
signals all of my built 
up preparation for the 
race and I can finally 
go out and perform 
to the best of my 
abilities,” Gfeller said.
  On October 31, 
2015, Gfeller 
participated in the 
Cross Country – Rim 

Daisi Brand
Staff Report

Rock Farm Classic 
held in Lawrence. 
Gfeller ran 3.2 miles 
with a time of 18:08 
and placed 27 out 
of 108 competitors. 
Gfeller’s personal 
record for the 
season was 17:52 at 
regionals.
  “Given the terrain 
of the course and the 
fact that it was my 
first full season of 
cross country, I was 
pretty pleased with 
my time,” Gfeller 
said. 
  Although this 
course is quit 
challenging with 
bridges, specific hills, 
and other landmarks, 
it is said to be very 
beautiful.
  “It was hard to run 
the race without 
looking around at 
everything,” Gfeller 
said.  
  While preparing 
for state throughout 
the season, Gfeller 
believes he has to do 
more than just attend 
the practices. He 
does a lot of running 
and swimming 
workouts to help 
better prepare his 

body for competition. 
Along with running, 
Gfeller keeps track 
of all the things he 
eats, and logs them 
into his phone to be 
aware of the calories 
he’s consuming. 
  “I’m really into 
nutrition, so having 
a diet is really 
important to me. 
I think I need to 
have a good diet to 
get the maximum 
performance out 
of my body as 
possible,” Gfeller 
said.
  Cross country is 
a sport that Gfeller 
highly recommends 
others should try.
  “You get in great 
shape for whatever 
sport you’re 
doing, whether 
it’s basketball or 
wrestling. It will 
really help you, and 
it’s also a lot of fun,” 
Gfeller said.
  After high school, 
Gfeller plans to 
major in finance 
and continue his 
love for running by 
participating in track 
and field for Kansas 
State University.

Boxberger overcomes 
her illness

Valarie Morgenstern
Staff Report

Senior Megan Boxberger gets support 
from her teammates during a game. It 
was unknown whether Boxberger would 
be able to play sports again, but she was 
released in November.

and November. This meant that Boxberger was not 
able to participate in the girls’ golf season, where she 
has had success the past three years qualifying for 
all three of the state tournaments. The most difficult 
part came for her though was when she was told she 
might not be able to play basketball her senior year. 
“It was very rough when I was told I might be able 
to play basketball anymore because it’s always been 
a dream of mine and Kyleigh Kasper’s (12) to win 
state our senior year,” Boxberger said. “It was hard, 
but at that point in time I was most worried just about 
staying alive.”
After being on the bench for a few months, 
Boxberger was released this mid-November to play 
sports again and is more than ready to be back.
“This whole situation made me realize I’m stronger 
than I ever knew, and I’m ready to be back.”

As she remained in the 
hospital with terrible 
pain in her abdomen 
and flu like symptoms, 
senior Megan 
Boxberger was finally 
told the real reason 
behind her pain - her 
liver.
Boxberger initially got 
sick on July 19. Eight 
days later on July 27 she 
was officially diagnosed 
with infectious 
mononucleosis, or better 
known as mono, at the 
KU Medical Center in 
Kansas City. Her case 
of mono soon turned 
into an acute liver injury 
and Boxberger was told 
if they couldn’t get it 
under control it could 
result in liver failure 
which meant she would 
need a liver transplant.
“Mono is such a scary 
thing to have because 
it’s a virus that you can’t 
really do anything for 
except for things like 
supportive treatments,” 
Boxberger said. “That’s 
why I kind of consider 
my situation to be a 
miracle because there 

was literally nothing 
they could do but 
monitor me and it 
turned around all on its 
own.”
The only thing they 
could do to help 
Boxberger with her case 
was give her ibuprofen 
and fluids while she 
was in the hospital to 
help with the pain and 
dehydration. Other than 
that, the virus was all on 
its own.
“I don’t think I 
understood the severity 
of the situation while 
it was happening 
because we didn’t 
think it would escalate 
that bad,” Boxberger 
said. “Looking back 
on it now I feel like my 
family and the prayers 
from others is what 
really got me through 
it.”
The part that was 
hard for Boxberger 
was not being able to 
participate in sports 
during the duration 
of her sickness. She 
was out for about four 
months between July 



Pg. 2 Student Spotlight

Junior Blehm qualifies for state tennis

Ptacek golfs her way to state

Sam Ptacek (11) swings her 
way to state at the Russell 
invitational.

Autumn Karst
Staff Reporter

How hard is it to qualify for state?

“Gol f  i s  t he  ha rdes t  spo r t  I ’ve  p l ayed ,  and 
tha t ’s  p robab ly  because  i t ’s  my  f i r s t  yea r, 
bu t  qua l i fy ing  fo r  s t a t e  shows  tha t  you  pu t 
a  l o t  o f  ha rd  work  in  to  ge t  t he re .  A l l  spo r t s 
a r e  ha rd ,  and  i t ’s  an  honor,  e spec ia l ly  fo r 
an  ind iv idua l  spo r t  because  i t ’s  ve ry  ha rd  to 
qua l i fy  fo r. ” -Sam P tacek  (11 )

“ I t  can  be  d i f f i cu l t  t o  qua l i fy  fo r  s t a t e  i n 
Sc ience  Olympiad ,  bu t  a s  l ong  a s  you  s tudy, 
you  can  make  i t  t o  s t a t e  p re t ty  eas i ly. ”
-Se th  Hi lge r  (11 )

“ In  wres t l i ng ,  i t ’s  ha rd  because  you  have 
to  work  ou t  and  be  we l l  cond i t ioned , 
mo t iva t ed ,  and  s t ronge r  than  your 
opponen t . ”
-Ke l ton  Suchy  (11 )

“In  vol leybal l ,  i t ’s  very  hard  because 
you  have  to  be  a  very  wel l  rounded  and 
compet i t ive  team.  Also  in  3A i t ’s  d i ff icu l t 
because  you  have  to  be  the  bes t  ou t  of  e ight 
teams,  i t ’s  a  very  ta len ted  dec is ion .”
-Kai t lyn  Nolde  (12)

“Track  i s  p robab ly  one  o f  t he  ha rdes t  spo r t s 
t o  qua l i fy  fo r  s t a t e ,  because  the re  a re  so 
many  good  independen t  a th l e t e s  ou t  t he re . 
I t ’s  a l so  ex t r eme ly  d i f f i cu l t  because  eve ry -
one  i s  supe r  compe t i t i ve  and  de te rmined  bu t 
t ha t  makes  the  spo r t  en joyab le . ”
- Jac lyn  Schu l t e  (10 )

Wedel’s grand finale
Taelyr Blehm
Newspaper Editor

Taelyr Blehm 
(11) qualified 
for girls’ state 
tennis on October 
16 and 17 at 
Shawnee Mission, 
making her the 
first Bronco since 
2006 to reach the 
state tournament; 
although she only 
made it to the 
second round, she 
is still proud of how 
far she came.

“I know that I 
tried my hardest at 
state, but they were 
just really good 
players. There was 
honestly nothing 
more I could have 
done. They were 
all seniors and 
were just really 
experienced players. 
Now I know what I 
need to improve for 
next year,” Blehm 
continues, “I played 
two opponents. The 
opponent I lost to 
played confident, 
you could tell she 
had played at state 
before. She was in 
the top at her area. 
She definitely had 
more advanced 
techniques than I 
did. I thought my 
consistency would 
combat that like it 
usually did, but I 
was wrong. She was 
just a very talented 
player.”

Even though the 
pressure to win state 
seemed mortifying, 
Blehm kept here 
cool.

“I felt more 
confident than I 

thought I would. 
I thought that 
state would make 
me super, super 
nervous, but it 
really was just like 
a normal tennis 
tournament. I went 
into my first match 
prepared mentally,” 
Blehm said.

By making it to 
state the chances 
of a player getting 
a scholarship in 
the future are more 
likely. Blehm has 
already been offered 
scholarships.

 “Just by even 
qualifying for 
state, even smaller 
colleges, maybe just 
D-3, they see that 
and they can see 
that as a player who 
is still working hard 
to improve, even 
if I didn’t place,” 
Blehm said.

To help evolve 
and advance her 
skills, she has 
attended assorted 
tennis camps and 
programs since the 
fifth grade. 

“In a way they 
[tennis camps] 
helped me improve. 
I think they helped 
me find a love for 
the sport. I honestly 
did not become 
good in tennis until 
my sophomore year 
of high school. I 
was just awkward,” 
Blehm continues    
“In the summer 
I have a lot more 
time. Sometimes 
I would practice 
twice a day in the 

summer then have 
tournaments every 
weekend. As tennis 
season for the 
school came up, I 
had practice every 
day, but then I also 
had Salina sessions 
twice a week. Now, 
in the winter I have 
three sessions a 
week where I have 
to drive to Salina 

and I practice 
at a health club 
with a Brazilian 
instructor.”

By having such 
a passion for the 
sport, Blehm plans 
on expanding 
her tennis career 
throughout college.

 “I would like to 
play tennis during 
college. I would 
prefer an out of 
state college, but 
it is definitely 
something I do not 
want to give up 
after high school 

ends,” Blehm 
continued. “In 
previous years, I 
have done other 
sports in other 
seasons, but tennis 
is something I 
want to pursue in 
the future so I am 
making it one of my 
top priorities.” 

Along with her 
goals of college 

tennis, Blehm also 
sets consistent goals 
for herself during 
the season.

 “I hold myself to 
high expectations 
and my goal is to 
place in the top 
two at every meet. 
I know the sport 
is not just about 
winning, it is about 
the love of it too. 
So as long as I 
am having fun, it 
shouldn’t matter. 
But I still do feel 
the pressure.” 
Blehm said.

Using her whole body for power, Taelyr Blehm 
(11) unleashes a powerful back hand shot. 
Back hands are one of the harder shots in 
tennis because it is the non-dominate hand. 

Grace Oste
Business Manager

Showing emotion, Sammi Wedel (12) sings a song called “Simple 
Joys”. The song represents Pippin (Seth Hilger (11)) and his lack 
of simple things in life like love and joy.

  As the musical Pippin 
comes to a close, senior 
Sammi Wedel will have to  
say goodbye to the high 
school music program 
after seven years of 
participating.
  She has been in the 
productions of Once 
Upon a Mattress, Honk 
Jr., Pirates of Penzance, 
A Year with Frog and 
Toad, You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown, Cinderella, 
and most recently Pippin. 
In Pippin Wedel scored 
the lead character literally 
named “Lead Player”. She 
had a very important role 
to play that required much 
of her free time.
  “I spent a solid two to 
three hours a day on lines 
and music for Pippin. 
My goal was to have 
everything completely 
memorized by at least two 
weeks before the show,” 
Wedel said. 
  She has scored two 
lead roles in her time 
in the theater program. 
She had the role of Fairy 
Godmother last year and 
of course the lead player 
this year. 
  “Out of my two lead 
roles I have had, the “lead 
player” was definitely 
my favorite. I loved how 
intense the character was 
and I enjoyed putting my 
own little spin into the 
acting,” Wedel said
  Theater is a great way to 
have new experiences. In 

the seven years Wedel has 
been in the theater program 
she has gained confidence 
and how to stay positive. 
   “My favorite part of 
theater is when you step 
onto the stage, the lights 
are up, and you just don’t 
feel like yourself anymore. 
You embody the character. 
You’re in another world. 
With theater I have learned 
to be confident and positive 
through anything, even 
mistakes,” Wedel said. 
  Wedel hopes her love for 
theater can continue as she 
pursues a career in it. 
  “I am going to do musical 
theater in college. I’m 
not sure where yet. My 

ultimate goal is to make 
it Broadway someday,” 
Wedel said.
  As her high school level 
theater career comes to a 
close, she has high hopes 
for the future. 
   “I wouldn’t have picked 
any other show or cast 
to end my high school 
career with. And I have 
grown to know all these 
cast members very well,” 
Wedel said, “I feel like 
they have become part of 
my family over the seven 
years that I’ve been doing 
musicals. I’m very sad to 
see it all end but I can’t 
wait for what the future 
holds.”

   As Sam Ptacek (11) gets ready to 
tee off at her first state tournament 
her heart is pounding, the smell 
of the freshly cut grass hits her 
nose, the feeling of being at this 
competition level intimidates her, 
yet she comes home with a feeling 
of accomplishment.
   Sam Ptacek, a first year golfer 
on the team,qualified for the 
state tournament after finishing 
in seventh place at the regional 

tournament in Syracuse, 
Kansas.
  “I’ve grown up on the golf 
course with my dad, I’ve 
always loved the sport but 
never gave it a shot.” Ptacek 
says.
  Transferring from 
volleyball to golf for her 
fall sport, Ptacek competed 
in 9 tournaments, placing 
in four of them. At her first 
tournament in Concordia, 
Ptacek placed 10th place, 
beating many experienced 
players.
   “This year I wanted to 
do something different and 
thought that playing golf is 
just what I needed.” Ptacek 
says.
   While Ptacek is no 
stranger to competition. She 
started varsity her freshman 
and sophomore year in 
volleyball, she placed first 
in state running the 4x4 
with the assistance of Jaclyn 
Schulte (10), Alaina Gfeller 
(11), and Sammi Wedel 
(12), on top of this Ptacek 
is a key player to the girls’ 

basketball team  
   “I plan to continue playing 
golf for the rest of my life,” 
Ptacek says, “but I want 
to continue my career in 
basketball or track if I get 
the opportunity.”
   Ptacek wanted to up her 
golf game before competing  
in the fall season. She took 
private lessons from Mr. Joe 
Roth every morning before 
the fall practice started back 
up. 
   “As of right now, I’m on 
the course with my dad 
working on my short play,” 
Ptacek says, “Some days 
my putts are great, other 
days my drives are. I’ve 
just been working on a little 
bit of everything in the off-
season”
   Without hesitation she 
plans to medal at state her 
senior year.
   “I could hit just as far as 
the other girls’ this year and 
it was my first year. I know 
I’ll be more comfortable 
and hopefully medal.” 
Ptacek said.



Drama club return to RHS
Got drama? 
Discussion of starting 

a drama club again has 
hit the halls of RHS 
as Ms. Andrea Cross 
proposed the formation 
of this club to the school 
board after several years 
without one. Drama club 
is an organization where 
the participants writes 
and preforms their own 
plays and musicals. 
This educates students 
to make them a better 
actor/actress.

“I came up with 
the idea of starting 
up drama club again 
after the musical this 
year,” Cross said. “I 
just loved seeing the 
cooperation and the 
family-like bonding that 
I experienced with this 
years’ production and I 
wanted to keep that love 
going,”

With her inspiration 
from the musical, Ms. 
Cross is motivated to 
start this club in hopes 
to bring back the acting 
in RHS that was once 
diverse throughout USD 
407.

“When I was in high 
school, I was in drama 
club and very much 
enjoyed it,” Cross said. 

“When I was in school, 
drama club was a big 
thing and considered 
pretty active throughout 
the school.”

Ms. Cross can’t just 
propose a club. She first 
must go through the 
necessary procedures in 
order to achieve their 
results. The process may 
be long and tedious and 
require a lot of planning. 
In order to start drama 
club she must first talk 
to the school board. 
Then she would then 
need to submit a one 
page description of 
what drama club is 
and then take it to Mr. 
Larry Bernard. Although 
drama club has not yet 
been started, steps are 
being taken in order for 
this club to be available 
in USD 407 Cross 
predicts that the club 
will be up and running 
before the end of the 
year.  

“I have already 
written up a one page 
paper,” Cross said. “The 
only thing I need to do 
now is talk to the school 
board and then give the 
idea to Mr. Bernard and 
hopefully the club will 
be running again.”

Cross predicts that 

drama club will bring 
students together and 
help them make new 
friends. She also states 
that this experience can 
teach students to enjoy 
themselves and she is 
happy to be part of the 
process.

“I feel that the process 
can take a while,” Cross 
said. “But I am willing 
to take the time needed 
so I can see students 
enjoy themselves in this 
club like I have in high 
school.”

Thousands worship
at  NCYC conventionJulia Oste

Yearbook Co-editor
As the band comes to a close on their 

last song, the crowd heads back to their 
seats, the flashing lights turn off and the 
mood settles from energetic to reverent. 
Keynote speakers begin to share their 
stories on God has changed them and all 
that is going through the minds’ of the 
young teens is: ‘I love my faith.’

From November 19-21, St. Mary’s 
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) along 
with nearly 25,000 teens and adults of 
the Catholic religion, attended NCYC in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

“I enjoyed being around a ton of other 
Catholics just to learn more about our 
faith. It was an amazing experience, 
and I’m glad I got to share it with all 
the people in my CYO group,” Emma 
Morgenstern (9) said.

The convention is held every two years, 
and is meant for Catholic teens to learn 
more about God and to grow in their faith. 
The conference, put on by the National 
Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry 
(NCYFM), is the largest of its kind. 

“I loved hearing what the speakers had 
to say the most because they were so 
filled with faith. It was refreshing to hear 
and see,” Delainey Pospichal (11) said.

Throughout the three days, the group 
participated in various breakout sessions 
held by renowned Catholic speakers, then 
gathered back at the Stadium for morning 
and evening services that included 
keynote speakers, concerts, adoration, and 
gospel readings.

“When people hear NCYC they 
automatically think it’s some boring 
Catholic convention thing, but it is truly 
an amazing experience. You come closer 
to your religion and you learn more about 
life in general,” Kindra Morris (12) said. 
“There are all these different things that 
go on, live bands and sessions. There 
are so many to choose from and they 
are all about different things and they’re 
all pretty great too. There was one over 
love or lust, which is one I would have 
recommended to everyone. It is truly an 
amazing experience overall.”

Would you want to join drama club?
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“NCYC was  by  f a r  one  o f  t he  mos t  amaz ing 
expe r i ences  I ’ve  eve r  had .  I t  was  so  g rea t 
t o  s ee  tons  o f  peop le  the re  who  ca re  abou t 
t he i r  f a i th  ju s t  l i ke  I  do .  Be ing  ab le  to 
expe r i ence  i t  w i th  my  f r i ends  made  i t  j u s t  a s 
en joyab le . ” - Jac lyn  Schu l t e  (10 )

“ I  en joyed  spend ing  t ime  wi th  ove r  24 ,000 
peop le  who  a re  my  age  and  worsh ip  a l l  t he 
same  fa i th . ” 
- Ja rod  F lax  (12 )

“ I t  was  r ea l ly  an  eye -open ing  expe r i ence  to 
see  24 ,000  peop le  ju s t  l i ke  me .” 
- J i l l  Schu l t e  (12 )

“My favor i t e  pa r t  o f  NCYC was  p robab ly 
go ing  to  a l l  t he  n igh t  s e s s ions .  Eve ryone 
the re  was  so  exc i t ed  abou t  be ing  the re  and 
the  a tmosphe re  was  so  good .  Even  i f  you 
d idn ’ t  know anyone ,  peop le  wou ld  come  up 
to  you  and  make  you  f ee l  l oved .”
-Maddy  Ro th  (11 )

“My favor i t e  pa r t  o f  NCYC was  p robab ly  the 
number  o f  peop le  the re  and  how in to  i t  t hey 
were .  Eve ryone  was  so  exc i t ed  and  ene rge t i c 
abou t  eve ry th ing ,  wh ich  made  i t  a  l o t  o f 
fun . ”
-Ky le  Fa rmer  (10 )

“My favor i t e  pa r t  o f  NCYC was  when 
eve ryone  was  toge the r  i n  the  s t ad ium fo r 
ma jo r  s e s s ions .  I t  was  an  amaz ing  th ing  to 
see  24 ,000  o the r  peop le  tha t  sha re  the  same 
exc i t emen t  fo r  t he  Ca tho l i c  f a i th”
-Kyle  Rourke  (12 )

Timothy Krug
Staff Reporter

Practicing stage presence, Trey Varner (11) and 
Sam Ochs (9) work on the postitioning of their 
hands. Being on stage requires the actor to be 
in control of all their movements at all times. 

“Yes ,  I  wou ld  love  to  jo in  d rama 
c lub .  I  f ee l  l i ke  i t  can  improve  ou r 
pe r fo rmances  and  a t  t he  same  t ime , 
ge t  t o  make  p rops  tha t  we  can  use  in 
o the r  mus ica l s . ”
- Joseph  Cochran  (11 )

“ I  wou ld  love  to  jo in  d rama  c lub  because  I 
f ee l  l i ke  i t  wou ld  be  a  good  expe r i ence .  I t 
migh t  a l so  be  a  good  way  to  in t e rac t  w i th 
peop le  you  have  neve r  t a lked  to  be fo re . ” 
-Da i s i  Brand  (11 )

“Yes  I  wou ld .  I  r ea l ly  l i ked 
the  p l ay  and  the  coopora t ion 
eve ryone  had .  I t  was  r ea l ly  fun . ”
-Morgan  Or lando  (9 )

“Yes  I  wou ld  jo in  d rama  c lub 
because  I  l ove  expres s ing  myse l f 
t h rough  the  a r t s . ”
-Ty  C i sne ros  (10 )

“ I  hones t ly  wou ldn’t  j o in  d ra -
ma  c lub .  I t  does  sound  fun  bu t  I 
j u s t  can ’ t  ac t  and  can ’ t  s ing  so  I 
wou ldn’t  r ea l ly  se t  myse l f  up  fo r 
f a i lu re . ”
-Chand le r  Re ich  (12 )

St. Mary’s CYO joins 25,000 Catholics in a church service. Mass took place at the end of the week 
before the groups headed home to share what they have learned with others.

Photo courtesy of Chris Roth

What was your favorite part of NCYC?
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Advancement in academics
Erica Murphy
Staff Reporter

From taking college 
classes, to being involved 
in extracurricular 
activities, the AP English 
class taught by Mr. Shawn 
Denton, is a tough obstacle 
to overcome their senior 
year. 

 “I encourage all seniors 
to take this class who want 
to be challenged,” Mr. 
Denton said. “AP English 
requires you to have an 
appreciation of literature 
and strong worth ethic.”

AP stands for advanced 
placement which means 
that if a student were to 
take this class and pass 
it, it would qualify as a 
college credit. The only 
difference between English 
4 and AP English is that 
AP will get them a college 
credit, English 4 will not. 

“AP English is very 
challenging but I like that 
it forces me to push myself 
and I’m glad that I took 
the class,” Kyleigh Kasper 
(12) said.

For several years the 

class has not been offered 
at the school because one 
they needed a teacher who 
was qualified to teach it, 
and two the school had 
issues with having enough 
funds for the class. The 
class was brought back this 
year because of student 
interest and the school had 
a qualified teacher to teach 
the class and enough funds 
to support it. Seniors can 
take either AP English or 
English 4 but not at the 
same time.

“The class is very 
beneficial to seniors and 
we had a lot of students 
ask if the class was going 
to be coming back,” Mr. 
Dave Zachman said. 
“Once we had enough 
funds and an appropriate 
teacher to run the class, it 
was decided that the class 
would be made available 
to our high school 
seniors.”

There are no absolute 
requirements for the class, 
but Mr. Denton suggests 

that the student interested 
in the class, should have 
an A in English 3, and 
want to put in effort for the 
assignments. 

 “Taking this class will 
definitely prepare you for 
the type of assignments 
and exams you will be 
doing in college and I can 
assure that everyone who 
takes class and passes will 
be prepared for college,” 
Mr. Denton said

According to the 
students and Mr. Denton, 
one class isn’t exactly 
more beneficial than the 
other for seniors, but the 
students who took the class 
express that they are glad 
they took the course. 

“I was wanting to 
challenge myself and 
improve my English 
skills at the same time,” 
Kyle Rourke (12) said. 
“I thought that the class 
wouldn’t be enjoyable but 
Mr. Denton does a great 
job at making the class 
interesting.”

Security System: Better safe than sorry
Daisi Brand
Staff Reporter

The new forms 
of security systems, 
such as locking all 
of the doors and 
installing cameras, 
have raised a lot 
of controversy, 
and while some 
teachers see it as a 
form of protection 
and safety, most 
students believe it 
is over-bearing and 
unnecessary. 

“I think it’s good 
that they’re trying 
to keep us safe, but 
it’s also a little too 
much, I mean we 
are just in Russell, 
Kansas,” Brody 
Hoss (12) said. 

One of the 
security measures 
the school has 
added includes the 
new locks on the 
front doors of the 
school. They were 
installed around the 
beginning of the 
month of August. 

Along with locks, 
a keypad entry 
used by all visitors 
and card entry that 
is used only by 
teachers was also 
installed.

As of now, 
the total cost 
of installing 
the security 
systems totals 
approximately 
$18,000.00. 

“There were two 
phases of setting 
up the cameras.  
The first phase was 
last fall around 
approximately this 
time [October]. 
The second phase 
was last spring 
during the first part 
of May,” Principal 
Mr. Larry Bernard 
said.

Although there 
are cameras 
covering most of 
the high school, 
future renovations 
are still in store.

“We want to add 
cameras in the East 
parking lot around 
the football and 
track area,” Mr. 
Bernard continues. 
“Step four would 
be putting cameras 
in the West parking 
lot so that we can 
see what happens 
out that direction.”

The school also 
plans on adding 
a lock system at 
the doorway near 
Mr. Jed Strnad’s 
classroom and 
where the shop 
class is located.

“We want to 
put a locking 
system on that, 
such as the one 
on the front door 
[of the school]. 
The computer 
programmers can 
open or unlock 
that door at a 
designated time, 
for instance, in 
between classes,” 

Mr. Bernard said. 
With those four 

units of security, 
that will most 
likely bring our 
installation of 
new technology 
for security to a 
closure. Although, 
even with these 
units of security, 
Mr. Bernard 
believes that 
the best form of 
security is the 
student body.

“The best 
security system 
is the population 
that’s within, 
because chances 
are you may hear 
something. So if 
we can have those 
people be avid 
responders to us, 
because of what 
they might hear, 
that helps us ever 
more so than the 
systems we have 
here,” Mr. Bernard 
said.

FFA on the road again
Alexia Charbonneau
Staff Reporter

  A road trip in 
the mountains 
with their favorite 
classmates 
gives the Future 
Farmers of 
America a chance 
to bond and make 
some of their 
most memorable 
high school 
memories. 
  On December 
16, the FFA 
members will 
head to Denver, 
Colorado to 
attend the 
National Western 
Stock Show and 
Rodeo just as they 
have in previous 
years. 
  “We do many 
fun things, like 
attending the 
rodeo. There 
are many things 
we’ve done in 
the previous 
years, including 
movie night, 

snow tubing and 
blowing $200 
in Target on 
Nerf guns,” FFA 
president, Seth 
Gruber (12) said. 
  The members 
will spend 
four days and 
three nights in 
Colorado. They 
will attend a 
livestock show, 
rodeo and 
anything else 
they can find 
that can expand 
their agriculture 
knowledge.  
  “We go on the 
Denver livestock 
trip to see how a 
national livestock 
show works and 
what it’s about. 
We also try to 
participate in 
agricultural tours 
in the area,” 
Cameron Kilian 
(11), FFA’s 
reporter, said. 

  Students have 
to fill out an 
application 
and then 12 are 
selected by the 
FFA sponsor 
and agriculture 
teacher, Mr. Jed 
Strnad, including 
officers. Three 
sponsors, usually 
members’ parents, 
are also chosen 
to go to supervise 
the trip. To 
qualify for the trip 
the members have 
to be involved by 
volunteering for 
FFA activities, 
raised a minimum 
of $500 in 
fundraisers, have 
an overall GPA 
of 3.0 and above 
average grades 
in agriculture 
classes. The 
applicants also 
have to write an 
essay over why 
they want to go 

and what they 
want to take from 
the experience. 
  “The trip is a 
reward for the 
most involved,” 
Mr. Strnad said. 
  According to the 
FFA members, 
the Denver trip is 
the most exciting 
thing they get 
to do. They get 
to spend more 
time together and 
travel a farther 
distance than any 
other activity 
during the year. 
  “This trip gives 
us the opportunity 
to bond, have 
fun and get 
stuff done. It 
encourages 
members to get 
more involved 
so they get the 
chance to go on 
a free trip with 
their classmate,” 
Gruber said. 

“ I  t h ink  tha t  t he  Beowul f  e s say  was  the 
ha rdes t  t o  wr i t e ,  t he re ’s  a  l o t  o f  i n fo rma t ion 
and  a  so  much  to  wr i t e  abou t . ”
-Alyssa  Evans  (12 )

“ I  t end  to  avo id  th ink ing  abou t  myse l f  a s 
much  a s  poss ib l e .  To  sum up  my  en t i r e  be ing 
in  one  s ing le  p i ece  o f  pos t e r  boa rd  was 
p robab ly  the  mos t  mor t i fy ing  th ing  I ’ve  eve r 
done . ”
- Jacob  Long  (12 )

 “The  ha rdes t  homework  I  have  had  was 
cha rac t e r  j ou rna l  fo r  Macbe th .  I t  was  ve ry 
cha l l eng ing  and  t ime  consuming .” 
-Ky le  Rourke  (12 )

“ I  haven’t  r ea l ly  had  an  a s s ignmen t  tha t 
has  s tumped  me  ye t ,  bu t  I ’m su re  the re  wi l l 
come  a  day  when  I  w i l l  have  t roub le  wi th 
the  homework .”
-Megan  Boxberge r (12 )

What was your hardest AP English 
assignment?

District to outsource food service
  During the 
Board of 
Education 
meeting on 
November 9, 
Superintendent 
Angela Lawrence 
received 
permission to 
proceed with 
a bid process 
to outsource 
USD 407’s food 
service program 
to OPAA Food 
Management, Inc. 
  A Missouri 
based company 

founded in 1978, 
OPAA provides 
school districts 
with total food 
service.
  “They would 
buy the food 
products, and 
manage the 
process of lunch 
counts,” Mr. 
Larry Bernard 
said. “The current 
food service staff 
in USD 407 would 
be employed and 
given benefits 
and salaries by 

OPAA.”
  Students would 
see still many 
changes with 
the outsourcing. 
OPAA provides up 
to three different 
entrées daily and 
also has a focus 
on providing fresh 
and local produce 
as well as freshly 
baked goods.  
  Many schools 
in our area, 
including 
Hoisington, 
Ellsworth, 

and Beloit 
have recently 
outsourced their 
food service 
programs to 
OPAA in order to 
save money. The 
outsourcing would 
save USD 407 
from $130,000 to 
$180,000 every 
year.  
  A change came 
to schools when 
the Healthy, 
Hunger-Free 
Kids Act of 2010 
set nutrition 

standards for 
school meals 
across the 
country, standards 
that schools 
are required to 
follow. 
  “If it is what 
it claims to 
be, I believe 
that [the OPAA 
outsourcing] 
would offer 
the student 
population more 
options,” Mr. 
Bernard said.

Gage Brown
Staff Reporter
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