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Girls of the gridiron  
Although most people consider football a 

male dominant sport, the girls of Russell High 
School participated in a Powder Puff Football 
game on Tuesday, October 14, as one of the 
many activities of homecoming. They were 
coached by four members of the Varsity foot-
ball team. There were 22 girls who participat-
ed, and they formed two teams, the Pink Team 
and the Yellow Team. The Pink team was 
defeated by the Yellow Team, and the final 
score was 20-18. The game was played on the 
RHS football field at 7 p.m.

“The plays and team strategy was very sim-
ilar to an actual football game, but each team 
had one lineman and seven or eight receivers 
as opposed to five lineman and two to four 
receivers,” Mason Beagley (11) said.

Beagley coached the Pink Team along with 
Travis Ochs (10). The Pink Team’s quarter-
back was Delainey Pospichal (10). Pospichal, 
along with two other teammates, Ally Suchy 
(9), and Sammi Wedel (11) scored the only 
touchdowns for their team. 

“Delainey threw me the ball, and at first I 

was kind of nervous, but I calmed down and 
scored. It was actually a lot of fun, and I hope 
we can do it next year,” Suchy said. 

Kiefer Craig (12) and Seth Boxberger (10) 
coached the Yellow Team. Their quarterback 
was Megan Boxberger (11). Angeleah Stierlen 
(12) scored one touchdown and Amanda Neal 
(10) scored two. Sam Ptacek (10) had a two 
point conversion which helped the Yellow 
Team gain a victory over the Pink Team.

“Winning was amazing, and it was espe-
cially great because we were behind. I liked 
laying people out, even though we weren’t 
supposed to,” Haley Thomas (10) said. 

The game attracted a crowd, and most peo-
ple would agree that it was fun to watch, even 
though the girls hadn’t practiced very much. 

 “We scheduled practices before the game, 
but nobody showed up because they didn’t 
remember what team they were on, so we had 
to do a re-draft. We weren’t as prepared as we 
could have been, so if we do it next year, and 
I really hope we do, we will know to be more 
prepared,” Beagley said. 

Madison Barrera
Staff Reporter

The Pink Team’s quarterback, Delainey 
Pospichal (10), prepares to throw the 
ball to one of her teammates at the 
Powder Puff football game on Tuesday, 
October 14. There were 22 girls who 
participated, and they were coached 
by 4 of Russell High School’s Varsity 
football players. The Pink Team was 
defeated by the Yellow Team with a 
score of 20-18

Broncos get into 
Homecoming spirit
Caitlyn Hammack
Staff Reporter

As the home-
coming game 
approached 
athletes, students, 
and even faculty 
have the oppor-
tunity to partici-
pate in many fun 
school functions 
to help spread 
school spirit. Ac-
tivities included a 
bonfire, dragging 
Main Street, class 
float building, a 
parade, and a pep 
rally. These activ-
ities were provid-
ed for the student 
body, faculty, and 
the community 
to participate in 
during the week 
of homecoming. 

Each class got 
four days to work 
on their class 
float having to 
follow a Disney 
theme chosen 
by the STUCO 
representatives. 
These floats were 
displayed as a 
truck pulled each 
one down Main 
Street on Friday 
afternoon during 
the parade. 

“Being the 
Blue Jay on the 
float was fun be-
cause I got to get 
into the act and 
show school spir-
it for the game,” 
Colin Wasinger 
(11) said.

On Thurs-
day night, the 
cheerleaders 
lead chants at 
the traditional 
homecoming 
bonfire. Students, 
teachers, and 
members of the 
community gath-
ered around lis-
tening to what the 
football players 
and the coaches 
had to say. After 
their speeches 
the Russell Fire 
Department lit 
the big letters 
spelling out RHS, 
on fire.

“As a manager 
for the football 
team I had the 
opportunity to be 
with the players 
during the bon-

fire. You could 
just feel the team 
and the crowd’s 
excitement, and 
determination for 
the game,” Haley 
Thomas (10) 
said.  

Right after the 
bonfire everyone 
piled into their 
vehicles and 
headed to Main 
Street. Once they 
got there they 
drove up and 
down the street 
continuously 
while some stood 
on the sidewalks 
and watched. 

“This is my 
first homecom-
ing in Russell so 
dragging main 
was fun because 
you got to waste 
time and do noth-
ing but getting 
pulled over for 
speeding made it 
a little less fun,” 
Brody Whitman 
(9) said.

Once Friday 
finally came 
students gathered 
in the gymnasium 
for a pep rally. 
All the fall ath-
letes and coaches 
went out on the 
court to talk 
about their season 
and gave their 
best of luck to 
the football team. 
Students went 
back to class after 
the pep rally was 
over but got out 
of school early to 
go to the home-
coming parade. 
At the parade 
community busi-
nesses advertised 
their businesses, 
class attendants 
and homecoming 
candidates were 
driven down 
the street, and 
class floats were 
displayed.

“I thought the 
pep rally was 
a good way to 
get the student 
excited and eager 
to go to the game 
and to show 
school spirit,” 
Caitlyn Ham-
mack (10) said.

Excitement builds during Homecoming 
After the pep rally in the morning and the homecoming parade 
in the afternoon, the Broncos were excited and ready to play in 
the homecoming game against the Norton Blue Jays. But before 
the coin toss took place, the coronation of the homecoming king 
and queen happened mid-field. Candidates for queen were seniors 
Alyssa Basgall, Kelsey Farmer, and Angeleah Stierlen, and candi-
dates for king were seniors Jeffrey Blundon, Wyatt Boomhower, 
and Kiefer Craig. After a suspenseful moment of silence, Kelsey 
Farmer was announced as Homecoming Queen and Jeffrey Blun-
don as Homecoming King for the 2014 royal court.
 “I was honored to be nominated and it was really excit-
ing when they announced my name,” Farmer said. “I wasn’t really 
expecting it, especially when they announced Jeffrey’s name be-
cause he was my partner. But when they did say my name, I was 
really surprised.”
 The excitement from coronation built as the fans and 
teams charged onto the field for pregame warm-ups. The game 
was long and hard fought, and both teams put forth extreme 

amounts of effort throughout each quarter. The ending score of 
14-60 didn’t do the Russell team justice.
 “They were a pretty dang good team. Our guys came 
out and competed real well, but we talked at the end of the game 
about how Norton has been in this program for a long time and 
they’ve had their head coach for decades. They’re a little bit ahead 
of us, in that respect,” Head coach Mr. Jeff Brull said. “But that’s 
where we want to be, and that’s where we want to get to. Tough 
game, but we have to realize where we are and where they’re at 
and really strive to get there. Our standard is raised just by our 
competition.”
Following a rough end to the homecoming game, students attend-
ed the dance for some food and a fun night of dancing in the Rock 
Garden by the cafeteria. Although the weather was a little chilly, 
that didn’t stop students from having a fun night with friends.
 “I liked how the homecoming dance was outside this 
year instead of inside because we all would get so hot and sweaty 
to the point where we wanted to leave,” Megan Quinday (11) said. 

Sarah Hilger
Yearbook Co-Editor

What was your favorite part of 
Homecoming week?

“The spirit days were my favorite 
because my class dominated.”

- Dakota Hammack (12)

“I liked the dance the best because a 
lot of people were there, and it seemed 
like everyone was dancing.”

- Noah Gfeller (11)

“The game was my favorite part 
because it was the only activity of the 
week that all my friends were at.”

- Harley Truan (10)

Madison Barrera
Staff Reporter

“Dragging Main Street was my 
favorite part of homecoming week 
because I got to take my truck out 
and we all had a lot of fun.”

- Andrew Hachmeister (12)Colin Wasinger (11), dressed as a Norton Blue Jay, is “caged” by the Broncos on 
the junior float during the Homecoming parade on Friday, October 17. 



Pg. 2 Miscellaneous

As warm weather dissipates, 
cold fronts squeak their way 
in. Along with the cold comes 
the end of fall sports, and the 
beginning of winter sports. Each 
of the fall sports ended with new 
records, some surprising but yet 
some were expected. Fall sports 
at RHS consist of girl’s tennis, 
girl’s golf, dance, football, 
volleyball, cross country, and 
cheerleading.  

The girl’s tennis season 
ended with an unexpected turn 
when they got disqualified right 
before regionals, but they did 
continue to improve throughout 
the season. They started out the 
season with a new coach, Mrs. 
Tia Blehm. The team worked 
hard towards the beginning of 
the season to get in shape and 
really get a good understanding 
of the fundamentals. By the end 
of the season, the team turned 
their focus towards their mental 
game. 

“My favorite part about 
tennis was how close all of our 
team members became over 
the year. We could talk about 
anything and we always had fun 
at practice and on road trips,” 
Bailey Dollison (12) said. 

Girl’s golf consisted of Trista 
Wysong (9), Valarie Morgenstern 
(10), and Megan Boxberger 
(11). The girls’ coach was Mr. 
Brad Banker. Being a freshman, 
Wysong is the newest member 
of the team. Boxberger and 
Morgenstern both went on to 
compete at the state tournament 
in Emporia.  Boxberger also 
collected three first places 
medals throughout the duration 
of the season. One positive 
outlook about the golf team 
being so small is that they won’t 
be losing any seniors, therefore, 
they can continue to get better 
as a team without making new 
adjustments. 

“Golf practices were fun. 
I liked it a lot because we 
improved while having fun,” 
Morgenstern said. 

While dancing to their own 
beat, the dance team faced many 
challenges.  The dance team 
performed at each home football 
game, except for one due to 
rain. The team got a new coach, 
Jenny Hayes, former Russell 
High School and Barton County 
Community College dancer. The 
group got together during the 
summer to learn multiple dances 
from one of Jenny’s former 
Barton teammates. The team had 
a total of 10 girls, but will now 
only have 8 during basketball 
season. Another change the 
dance team girls adjusted to was 
dancing on the turf. 

“I’m really excited for 
basketball season because we get 
to perform a new dance that no 
one has seen yet and it should be 
really exciting,” Alyssa Basgall 
(10) said. 

The football team’s most 
obvious change this year is 
the turf. It was put in over the 
summer and was completed right 
before the first game. The Varsity 
ended with a record of 2-7 and 
the Junior Varsity ended with a 
record of 1-4. Despite multiple 
injuries, the football team 
continued to strive to improve 
until the end of the season. 

“I wish I would have done 
football in the previous years. I 
enjoyed having Brull as a coach. 
The season was fun and we 
really played as a team,” Jerrit 
Zvolanek (12) said.  

The volleyball team also had 
a new coach this year, Mr. Don 
Fenwick, who teaches math. 
He has coached volleyball at 
Syracuse, Otis-Bison, and Hays 
before being Russell’s coach. 
The team started off with two-
a-days, where they did multiple 
different tests to get an overall 
ranking. Following the ranking, 
the athletes had a lock-in at the 
high school gym, followed by a 
breakfast and the announcement 
of who made it on Varsity, Junior 
Varsity, and the Freshman Team. 
One major positive change of 
volleyball this year was their 
consistency. The players were 
able to get used to playing next 
to certain people over and over. 
The Varsity had a final record 
of 5-27, the Junior Varsity had a 
record of 7-19 and the Freshman 
Team had a record of 5-11. 

“I love turning around and 
screaming my head off after 
a good kill or block with my 
teammates,” Kyleigh Kasper 
(11) said. 

The cross country team saw 
improvements in their number 
of participants towards the 
beginning of the season, and 
in their personal records. They 
started out with 8 people, which 
increased competitiveness at 
practice. Only three of them 
went to regionals, which was 
Hannah Hoch (11) and Chase 
Prester (11), and Sam Bender 
(9).  

“I did cross country because 
I had been running throughout 
the summer so I was already in 
shape. I thought it’d be fun so I 
tried it out,” Alexia Charbonneau 
(10) said. 

Brandy Ney returned to coach 
cheerleading for her second year. 
The team has worked hard to 
do stunts and was really excited 
about their new uniforms. The 
group of girls got together during 
a summer camp to learn cheers, 
that way during the actual 
football season, they only had to 
practice once a week. They also 
participated in the annual Spirit 
Spreader at Hoisington during 
the first week of school to help 
them learn how to improve their 
fundamentals and how to safely 
do stunts. The team did their 
best to spread school spirit in 
football games, pep rallies, and 
throughout the school. 

“I enjoy cheering for football, 
but I like basketball more 
because I don’t like being in the 
cold all the time and because I 
like the intensity in basketball 
games,” Taylor Hecker (12) said. 

Congratulations to all fall 
sports on a job well done 
in finishing out yet another 
successful season. If you didn’t 
participate in a fall sport, there’s 
always winter. Playing sports 
is a great way to get involved 
and help make your high school 
experience more eventful and 
memorable. If sports aren’t for 
you, it’s always important to help 
support and reward the athletes 
doing sports to help them 
perform their best.

Fall sports wrap up for winter
Kelsey Farmer
Co-Yearbook Editor

With racket in hand, Nichole Crowell (12) 
smiles during her tennis meet. She chose 
to play tennis out of a total of six fall 
sports offered for girls.

Broncos take cold weather by the horns
“I like winter because while it 

snows it looks so beautiful and it feels 
like you’re in a winter wonderland.”

- Shannon Ney (12)

“I like that the days are shorter.”
  - Matt Buhrle (10)

“I like it because it’s time for hunt-
ing season.” 

- Brian Powell (10)

“I love hot chocolate, Christmas 
movies, and snow.” 

- Sam Stottlemeyer (12)

Four students 
inducted into 
NBHS 
Caitlyn Hammack
Staff Reporter

When most students hear the word 
“business” one word comes to mind, 
and that would be “boring”. Business 
education does not sound like it 
would be very much fun to many 
students, but it is a very beneficial and 
fascinating thing to study. National 
Business Honor Society, or NBHS, is a 
club that provides a lot of information 
and knowledge about business that can 
help them later in life. 

“It’s a fun organization in which we 
do a lot of learning activities,” Seth 
Gruber (11) said.

NBHS recently had their induction 
for the new members. Parents were 
invited to come and watch their 
students get inducted into the club. 
At the induction, the members talked 
about the purpose and mission behind 
the organization. They recited the oath 
that they have to recite to become a 
member. They also had refreshments 
after the induction was over. 

The students that were inducted 
into NBHS are senior. Shannon Ney 
and juniors: Kaylee Radke, Breilynn 
Schoenberger, and Seth Gruber. Alyssa 
Searles, who is also a senior, is the 
only returning member and she is the 
president of the club.  

To get into NBHS students need 
to take a minimum of three business 
classes. Mr. Banker and Mrs. Parr are 
the sponsors of this club.  It definitely 
benefits student to be a part of NBHS. 
They learn things that they can use in a 
future business career. 

“Hopefully, it will improve 
their professionalism and business 
knowledge for later in life,” Mrs. 
Denise Parr said. 

On November 12 the club went 
to Emporia State University for a 
business career day. They explored the 
different college and career options 
that are out there. The members will 
be doing a service learning initiative 
soon. They don’t know exactly what 
they will be doing yet, but they know 
they will be doing at least one this 
year.

“It was a great way to get to know 
more about the different business 
majors that we can be a part of if we 
decide to major in business,” Shannon 
Ney (12) said.

“With our new four members and 
returning one, I’m excited to be able 
to work with them,” Mr. Brad Banker 
said.

 America’s unofficial 
holiday
Julia Oste
Newspaper Editor

After sitting down for a nice Thanksgiving meal on Thursday, 
Millions of shoppers head out and get a spot in line outside their 
favorite stores preparing for the biggest shopping day of the 
year known as Black Friday. The festivities begin as early as 
midnight. Some of the hardcore shoppers go out as much as a 
day ahead of time just so they can be first to snatch up the good 
deals. 

“It’s fun to go Black Friday shopping out of town because 
there’s not much shopping around here. My family and I usually 
have thanksgiving in Wichita and sometimes we get to shop the 
next day,” Jill Schulte (11) said.

Many may argue that Black Friday is an unofficial holiday. 
It gets its name because the color black is a representation of 
profit. September through November is said to be a very slow 
time for business but once the Friday after Thanksgiving hits, 
profits go through the roof. The day marks the start to the 
holiday shopping season. 

“I go Black Friday shopping with my family every year. 
Usually we get things the kids can use for college like T.V.’s 
and mini fridge, but we also get some fun things. It’s a lot of fun 
and last year I actually made friends with the people I was in 
line with for six hours,” Kierra Mitchell (12) said. 

Although it is typically a day for retailers to make a 
significantly larger profit than usual, they are always hoping 
to raise the bar in sales as the years go on. In 2013, there was 
a 2.9 percent drop in consumer spending. This is the first year 
there has been a decline since 2009. Experts say the reason is 
because shoppers are beginning to be more selective with their 
purchases and they aren’t as apt to buy something just because 
it’s on sale.

“I usually buy what I need but if I see something I want 
that was too pricey before the sale then I’ll end up getting it,” 
Megan Quinday (11) said.

Critics say Black Friday is controversial. The day before, 
Thanksgiving, is supposed to be spent as a day to appreciate 
what you have and be thankful. Many people have begun to 
care more about the shopping activities that will take place on 
the next day, some are even willing to skip Thanksgiving to be 
first in line. Major chain stores like K-Mart open at six in the 
morning on Thursday and other stores like Walmart have had 
people killed amidst the craziness. 

“I don’t like Black Friday shopping because people are 
supposed to spend Thursday being thankful and then they go 
out Friday and get into fights,” Mikayla Pitcock (11) said.

The new NBHS members recite the oath to become member of the 
club. The new members that got inducted are juniors: Seth Gruber, 
Breilynn Schoenberger and Kaylee Radke, and senior: Shannon Ney.
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Art and Journalism Departments received Dell Optiplex 9030 
AIO computers. It has been ten years since the Art Department 
has gotten new technology.

Art and Journalism get a boost
The Art and Journalism 

Department received brand 
new Dell Optiplex 9030 AIO 
computers, costing $1,100 
each, to replace the outdated, 
previous ones in the Art and 
Journalism rooms.

 “These computers have 
a bigger gigabyte speed and 
a bigger screen,” Principal 
Larry Bernard said.

Because of their large 
screen, these computers 
will have a big effect on the 
journalism class in the course 
of making the yearbook.

“These computers will 
make the process so much 
easier. In theory, once we 
have the new server set up, 
we should no longer have the 
problems of getting kicked 
off the server or the server 
being down. Journalism 
students probably lose a 
week each semester because 
of server issues, so that’s 
five more days that the 
students have to work on 
their projects,” Mr. Kyle 
Gschwind said.

Another advantage that 
the new computers have in 
making the yearbook is their 
large monitor size. 

“These computers have a 
23 inch monitor. Having a 
big monitor is a huge plus, 
especially in layout and 
design, because you really 
need to be able to zoom in 
very closely to different 
elements on the page,” 
Gschwind said.

The computers will also 

make the method in Mrs. 
Andrea Moreland’s classes 
easier too, because the 
software was so old.

“Using Adobe is much 
easier on these computers 
because of their size, and 
the fact that these computers 
are touch screen. I like 
that art is becoming more 
technologically based,” 
Dalton Keller (11) said.

Moreland also agrees 
that the computers are 
much more technologically 
advanced.

“They have been working 
great. They have a good 
memory, and we haven’t 
really had any problems 
with them at all. They are 
brand new, top of the line, 
and everything is great and 
wonderful,” Moreland said. 
“Introducing technology into 
anybody’s life is a wonderful 
tool. You’re going to see it 
at jobs, in school, whatever 
you do in the future, and it’s 
going to keep changing, so 
of course, we have to keep 
changing our technology.”

The old computers in the 
journalism room were five 
years old, and in the art room 
they were 10 years old.

“The other machines were 
five years old, which might 
not seem like a big deal, but 
five years in technology is a 
long time,” Gschwind said. 
“With the new machines, 
this will allow students to 
do their job better and more 
efficiently.”

Daisi Brand
Staff Reporter

Cantar Cantar (Sing Sing)
Caitlyn Craven
Staff Reporter

Staff reporter
Mr. Richard Dorzweiler 

took 12 Russell High 
School Students to 
Hays to the 12 Street 
Auditorium to attend a 
concert to see  Puerto 
Rican singer, Ennio 
Emanuel on November 
19.

“These concerts are 
put on for students and 
for the teachers. He ties 
in the Spanish language 
and the culture into his 
songs the songs he sings 
are sung in Spanish, he 
ties in a message for 
living a positive life and 
encourages students to 
stay away from drugs and 
alcohol,”  Mr. Dorzweiler 
said.

This is Ennio 
Emanuel’s second year 
doing these concerts, a 
couple years before Justo 
Lamas performed he was 
the founder of putting 
on these concerts for the 
students and teacher. 

“I know this is Ennio’s 
last year performing 
I’m not sure who will 
be taking over his spot 
or what he will do after 
this, but his profession is 
singing.” Mr. Dorzweiler 
said.

The students enjoyed 
the concert and would be 
up to going again.

“It was a pretty good 
concert. It was my first 
time going and I would 
go again for sure,” Mason 
Beagley (11) said. “It 
was a different concert, 
but still fun to listen 
to a Spanish concert.”  
Beagley said.

The students and 
teachers had a chance 
to go up on stage at the 
concert.

“It was pretty awesome 
when he was interacting 
with the people on stage 
from our school,” Haley 
Thomas (10) said. “I 
would go again he was a 
very good singer and he 
also does humanitarian 
work.”  Thomas said.

The message that 
Ennio Emanuels sends to 
the students is a message 
worth hearing.

“He encourages 
students to believe that 
all things are possible 
and life isn’t always easy 
but you’ll get through it,”  
Mr. Dorzweiler said.

Russell High School 
students will hopefully be 
attending these concerts 
from this year on. Having 
a chance to listen to 
different types of music, 
and learn other languages 
not only in the class 
room. 

Choir competes at league
Erica Murphy
Staff Reporter

League Choir is hosted 
in a rotation of the six 
schools in the NCAA 
league, each school 
every six years. The 
schools included in the 
NCAA league are Beloit, 
Bellville, Ellsworth, 
Russell, Sacred Heart, 
and South East of Saline. 
Russell High hosted 
the event at St. Mary’s 
on Monday the 24 of 
November

“The madrigals choir 
has done a very good 
job at preparing for the 
performance, I’m very 
impressed with the turn 
out and glad that the 
students got to work with 
Dr. Mariana Farah,” Mr. 
Michael Davidson said. 

Students rehearsed 
with Dr. Farah in the 
auditorium to polish and 
refine each section within 
the choir. All the choirs 
participating in the league 
choir event rehearsed at 
RMS in the auditorium 
then were transported to 
St. Mary’s for the final 
performance where they 
sang Come to the Music 
by Joseph Martin, The 
First Nowell arranged by 
Mack Wilberg, and O Filii 
Et Filiae by Volckmar 
Leisring. Each school sang 
their own individual piece, 
then the entire league sang 
three songs together.

“It’s a really long day 
of singing, but by the end 
of it we all feel rewarded 
with our hard work. All 
the choirs sounded really 
amazing this year, next 
year we need to step it 
up.” Taelyr Blehm (10) 

said.
Within the NCAA 

league there are regular 
choirs, women’s choirs 
and show choirs. A show 
choir is a group of people 
who combine choral 
singing with dance and 
sometimes tie in a story 
to convey a message. 
Mixed Choirs are groups 
of singers that have men 
and women, and Women’s 
Choirs have only women.

First, Beloit performed 
Below the Mistletoe 
by Jay Althouse. Then, 
Bellville Show Choir 
performed Don’t Go 
Breaking My Heart by 
Mark Brymer in their 
traditional sparkling 
dresses and vests. 
Ellsworth Singers 
carried out Famine Song 
by Matthew Culloton. 
Minneapolis’ Show 
Choir, New Image, sang I 
Believe I Can Fly by Mac 
Huff in their traditional 
pink sequin color scheme. 
Sacred Heart Agnus Dei 
by John Leavitt, South 
East of Saline Holly Carol 
by Jan Reese and RHS 
will be singing Walking 
on the Green Grass by 
Michael Hennagin. 

“This year probably the 
best one yet. All the choirs 
sounded great, we even 
got a standing ovation.”

 Sarah Hilger (12) said.
Before the performance, 

Mrs. Renetta Dawson 
provided dinner for the 
students who attended 
the event. Families of the 
student who performed 
and the community were 
invited to attend the event.

Angeleah Stierlen, 
Jordan Swanson, Tammy 
Nguyen, and McKaleigh 
Short, placed second at 
the senior grade level 
during the Math Relays 
held at Fort Hays State 
University on November 
13. 

The students that have 
the best chance of doing 
well in the Math Relays 
have the opportunity to 
go and be a Mathlete. The 
teachers pick four students 
from the sophomore, 
junior, and senior grade 
levels with the highest 
grades in math class. The 
teachers ask the students 
with the highest test 
scores to join Mathletes, 
and they accept or decline.

“I like being a Mathlete 
because it allows me to 
practice my math skills,” 
Nguyen said. “Competing 
was very relaxing for me 
because I’m so used to 
solving problems with 
integrals and derivatives.”

This year was Alexia 
Charbonneau’s (10) first 
year participating in the 
Math Relays. She hopes to 
continue being a Mathlete 
throughout high school. 
The other sophomore 
Mathletes include 
Cameron Kilian, Travis 
Ochs, and Seth Boxberger.

“It’s a good opportunity 
to better my math 

skills and it’s fun,” 
Charbonneau said. “We 
get out of school and do 
the best we can do.”

The Mathletes compete 
at the Fort Hays State 
University Math Relays 
annually. This is the only 
competition the Mathletes 
participate in during the 
year.

At the Math Relays, 
there are three grade 
levels from each 
town; seniors, juniors, 
sophomores, and 
freshman. Every grade 
level from each town is 
a separate team. Each 
person on a team takes 
a 21 minute math test. 
The tests are multiple 
choice and each section 
has different types of 
math problems. The 
higher the grade level is, 
the more advanced the 
math problems are. The 
teams that score the best 
are the teams that place. 
There is also a part of the 
competition where one 
person from each team 
will answer questions for 
six-and-- half minutes 
until it is the next team 
member’s turn. 

“The competition 
is difficult because 
sometimes we get 
problems we haven’t 
learned how to do yet, 
so we have to make an 

Seniors place second 
at math relays
Maci Clark
Staff Reporter

educated guess,” Megan 
Boxberger (11) said.

Boxberger has 
participated in the Math 
Relays for two years. 
She is on the junior team 
with Kyle Rourke, Noah 
Gfeller, and Chase Prester.

“I like that Mathletes is 
a different type of activity 
that the school lets kids 
compete in,” Gfeller 
said. “We have a good 
team bonding experience 
when we go out and eat at 

Taco Bell after the Math 
Relays. Not everyone gets 
to say they’re a Mathlete.”

The Mathletes are 
excited for the Math 
Relays next year and 
hope to do better. They 
also hope to meet the 
requirements again to 
continue being a Mathlete.

“A bad day at Math 
Relays is better than a 
good day at school,” 
Boxberger said. 

The RHS Mathletes pose for a group photo. Pictured 
left to right; Angeleah Stierlen (12), Seth Boxberger 
(10), Cameron Kilian (10), Travis Ochs (10), Chase Prest-
er (11), Kyle Rourke (11), Jordan Swanson (12), Megan 
Boxberger (11), Noah Gfeller (11), Alexia Charbonneau 
(10), and the sponsor Mrs. Mandy Trout. Not included in 
the photo are McKaleigh Short (12) and Tammy Nguyen 
(12). At the Fort Hays State University Math Relays, the 
seniors placed second. 

What were the hardest and easiest 
questions you were asked?

“The easiest problem I’ve gotten 
was two plus two. The trigonometry 
word problems are the hardest.”

- Cameron Kilian (10)

“They ask for slope a lot which is 
easy. The hard questions are the trigo-
nometry questions.”

- Alexia Charbonneau (10)

“The easiest problem I’ve gotten 
was two cubed. There were hard 
problems asking for cosins, sins, and 
tangents with a sigmas in front of 
them.”

- Travis Ochs (10)

“The easiest problem I’ve gotten 
was the area of a square. I can’t really 
think of any hard problems I’ve gotten 
because if it’s hard you just skip it.”

- Angeleah Stierlen
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Name: Chandler Reich

Grade: Junior

Siblings: two sisters

Favorite Food: Italian food 

Favorite Color: Teal

Favorite Sport: Track 

Favorite Class: Chemistry 

Top Ten iTunes
1. Blank Space- Taylor 
Swift
2. Do They Know It’s- 
Band Aid 30
3. Take Me To Church- 
Hozier
4. Shake It Off- Taylor 
Swift
5. All About That Bass- 
Meghan Trainor
6. Animals- Maroon 5
7. Night Changes- One 
Direction
8. Jealous- Nick Jonas
9. I’m Not the Only One- 
Sam Smith
10. Take Me To Church- 
Matt McAndrew

Caitlyn Craven
Staff Reporter

A magical night
Once upon a time, 

on a brightly lit stage 
in Ruppenthal Middle 
School, Cinderella spun at 
center stage as her dress 
magically transformed 
from the rags of a servant 
girl into a gown befitting 
a princess before an entire 
audience. 

“It’s possible!” said 
Cinderella, played by 
Sarah Hilger (12).

Under the direction of 
Michael Davidson, a cast 
of 20, an entire make/hair 
crew, costume designer 
Dustin Poché and a little 
help from faith, trust, and 
pixie dust, the production 
of Cinderella was made 
possible. The show was 
performed from November 
14- 16.

“A week before the 
show, this production was 
a train wreck. I honestly 
thought that it was going 
to be a huge mess on 
opening night,” Hilger 
said. “But due to the Fairy 
Godmother’s magic, we 
pulled it together and 
it was truly an amazing 
show. I could not be 

more proud of this cast 
and all the hard work 
everyone put into this. 
My senior show was truly 
magical, and I could not 
be any happier with how 
everything went. Also, 
Dustin Poché is an angel!”

 The cast of Cinderella 
was made up mostly of a 
young cast. Where in the 
past, seniors and juniors 
made up a majority of 
the cast. For most of the 
cast this was their first 
production, and others 
have only been in one 
other production from the 
past such as: Honk! Jr 
and You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown.

“This was some of the 
cast’s first time being 
in a musical and others 
haven’t been in one since 
middle school, but they’re 
all really talented. They 
all were able to step up 
to it really fast,” Sydney 
Cisneros (12) said.

Travis Ochs (10) agreed.
“I think the whole play 

went really well. This 
was my first high school 
performance. The only 

other one I did was Honk! 
Jr. and that one was a 
lot of fun,” Ochs said. 
“However, I feel like this 
is the best, and most fun 
cast I’ve ever worked 
with. I just hope that it 
keeps going.” 

Cast and crew put 
in countless hours of 
practice, including two 
10-hour practices on back-
to-back days. All the hard 
work and effort paid off 
when numerous people 
attended one or more of 
the three-nights of the 
play.

“All together it was 
nice. The long nights 
were difficult, but the 
experience altogether was 
fun.” Gage Brown (9) 
said.

People who attended 
the play could also tell the 
hard work paid off.

 “My favorite part 
was the dress change, it 
was really really cool. 
I enjoyed it over all. It 
was a great play. The 
acting was wonderful, 
and everyone did great.” 
Valarie Morgenstern (10) 

Grace Oste
Staff Reporter

In this scene of Cinderella, 
the villagers gather together 
to hear the announcement 
of the Prince’s royal ball. 
Pictured in front is Seth Hilger 
(10). 

The time to cheer is near
“Let’s go Broncos!” The cheer team 

decided to have a second tryout since 
the squad would be losing girls due 
to basketball season. Having a second 
tryout has never happened to the RHS 
squad until this year. This has been a new 
experience for everyone, even the coach.

“We never had a full team, so when I 
heard there was some interest I thought 
we should have second tryouts,” said 
Coach Brandy Ney. “I am very glad to 
have them, I am so excited that they had 
interest in our program. I know they are 
going to be a good asset to our program.”

Jamie Hanson (9) felt the same way 
about the two added cheerleaders, Bailey 
Dollison (12), and Alison Hurlbut (10). 

“It’s good we got new girls. I actually 
wish we had more people try out. They 
have been very understanding and they 
keep working hard. They are doing very 

well. I can’t wait till we get to cheer in 
front of the crowd together,” Hanson said.

“I wanted to do cheerleading because 
it’s Taylor’s (Hecker) last year. She 
also persuaded me to tryout to be a 
cheerleader. I think that cheering is fun, 
and the whole squad is nice and funny. I 
can’t wait to start.” Hurlbut said.

For Shannon Ney (12) this will be 
her last year cheering, so every second 
counts.

“Having new girls this late in the year 
is a different experience than I am used 
to. Well, for all of us actually. Trying 
to teach them new cheers is difficult, 
especially when we had a summer to 
practice and they have just started,” Ney 
said. “The good thing is that they are 
getting better every day they practice. 
Hopefully they will find their confidence 
and can show that they are also capable.” 

Tori Hernandez
Staff Reporter

Did you know?
1. Most lipstick contains 
fish scales.
2. Donald Duck comics 
were banned from Finland 
because he doesn’t wear 
pants.
3. Two-thirds of the people 
on Earth have never seen 
snow.
4. A group of pugs is called 
a grumble.
5. Fifteen percent of the 
air you breathe in a metro 
station is human skin.
6. A jellyfish is 95% water.
7. Recycling one glass jar 
saves enough energy to 
watch TV for 3 hours.

Scholars Bowl competes using knowledge
Taelyr Blehm
Staff Reporter
Knowledge is a fundamental of life. It is used in every-

thing we do. For the Scholar’s Bowl students, it is a way of 
participating in an activity that requires them to use their 
brains as a team. 

“I meeting new people in Scholars Bowl. I feel like doing 
Scholars Bowl continually expands my brain,” Bailey Dolli-
son (12) said. 

A team of five people per tournament go and answer 
randomized trivia questions that are meant to challenge the 
team members. The questions are about multiple subjects 
including, math, science, history, fine arts, sports, and even 
current events. There is a total of 16 members in Scholars 
Bowl this year, ranging from freshman to seniors. It is cur-
rently coached by  Mr. Blaine Maier.

To prepare for Scholars Bowl meets, the group gets to-
gether every Tuesday morning at 7:20 a.m.  

 “I was in Scholars Bowl in middle school, so I figured 
why not participate in high school? The only difference is 

questions are harder in high school because we are expected 
to know more things,” Gage Smith (9) said.

Scholars Bowl helps many of its members to become 
more knowledgeable within classes and overall. It is a good 
experience for students to have that expands their overall 
knowledge base.

“It gives me a chance to participate in extracurricular ac-
tivities when in other cases I just wouldn’t be in any at all. 
I enjoy being around friends and spending time with them 
doing an activity I enjoy,” Jacob Long (11) said. 

 Throughout the year the Scholars will continue to enrich 
their brains with knowledge that could possibly help them 
in the future. 

“I have made friends among people I wouldn’t usually 
talk with. Ever since I’ve joined high school I’ve been on 
Varsity. Scholars Bowl also helps me learn more about 
current events,” Jacob Long (11) said. 

Scholars Bowl mem-
bers (Left to Right) 
Cameron Killian (10), 
Caleigh Befort (10), 
Mason Beagley (11), 
Sheila Gulick (10), 
Travis Ochs (10), Seth 
Hilger (10), Bailey 
Dollison (12), Sydney 
Cisneros (12), Erica 
Murphy (10), Jacob 
Long (11), Katherine 
Barney (9), McKaleigh 
Short (12), and Chase 
Larsen (9) pose for a 
picture. Scholars bowl 
participants challenge 
their brains at every 
tournament, keeping 
up with the fast pace 
rounds of questioning.

‘Tis the season: word scramble
TOLIEEMTS
CIHTSMSAR
STANA CSLUA
HODPLRU
EFL
SSERPETN
TERE

VSLOGE
TOH ACOTHOELC
ADNCY CSEAN
NOASTNREM
DAROISNOTCE
LARAGDN
OLFUYJ

Can you decipher these common Christmas Carols? 
1. Happiness to the Global Ecosystem 
2. Small male percussionist 
3. I am experiencing nocturnal visions of a colorless holiday 
4. Festoon the Corridors 
5. A Non-summer fairytale area 
6. Oh holiday conifer 
7. Ten plus two twenty-four hour periods of holiday festivity 
8. Hey tiny city in Israel 
9. In a remote location in a barn stall

Answers will be published in the next issue of The Pony Express.


