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NHS gains members
Bobby Jo Radke gets a feel for the new Dell Venue tablets. RHS distributed one to 
each student at the school within the first couple of weeks of the new school year.

RHS goes paperless
Scholarship, 

leadership, service, 
and character - these 
are known as the 
four pillars that 
make up a National 
Honor Society (NHS) 
member. On Tuesday, 
September 16, 13 
students were inducted 
into Russell High 
School’s NHS chapter.

“It could have 
been more organized, 
but overall it was 
a great experience 
and I can’t wait for 
our first community 
service project,” Laura 
Langhofer (11) said.

As president of 
NHS, Kelsey Farmer 
(12) takes charge of 
the group meetings. 
In the position of 
vice president is 
Shannon Ney (12), 
and secretary is 
Kierra Mitchell (12). 

“I’m excited that 
I’m the secretary 
for NHS. Some of 
my responsibilities 
include taking 
attendance and 
notes over the 
meetings as well as 
staying organized,” 
Mitchell said.

Each month 
members participate 
in a service project 
that helps out a part 
of the community. 
In the past they have 
done things such 
as having a teacher 
appreciation breakfast, 
donate hygiene and 
baby products to 
women’s homes, and 
send “Boo Grams” 
to the residents of 
elderly homes. 

“It’s important 
for us to show the 
community that 
we aren’t typical 
teenagers that 
don’t care,” Kaylee 
Radke (11) said.

For the month 
of October, NHS 
members are planning 
to decorate pumpkins 
and give them to the 
teachers at Simpson 
Elementary School for 
the students to enjoy.

“I’m looking 
forward to all of our 
unique community 
service project ideas. 
We’re hoping to 
include multiple 
different groups 

Erica Murphy
Staff Reporter 

A student forgot their book at school and 
has homework due at midnight. Instead of 
panicking and finding a way to make up work, 
the student now has all materials needed to finish 
assignments on hand on her new Dell Venue 
Tablet. Russell High School gains the new Dell 
Venue tablets that enable students and teacher 
to things never done before in the classroom. 
Mr. Larry Bernard spoke on behalf of the school 
board about the new devices. 

“I think the new tablets are a great tool and 
can be used in compliance with new material in 
the classroom,” Mr. Bernard said. 

The Dell Venue has many features that include 
usb port, camera, SD card, and removable 
keyboard. The board has been looking into 
tablets for the high school for about 5 years. 
These are some of the qualities that the staff 
looked for in a device when looking in to which 
device they should get. 

“We wanted a device that was flexible for 
students and had all the all the features we were 
looking for so we could accomplish tasks we 
haven’t before,” Bernard said.

The School board has been visiting several 
schools that also had devices issued to their 
students to see if the devices they had might be 
something they wanted. Last year Bernard and 
members of the board visited Hays High school 
which uses the apple devices. 

“I believe we chose the venues because it had 
the full Microsoft package and dell windows 
software,” Bernard said. 

The school board came to a final decision last 
year and the tablets arrived at RHS on August 
1, 2014. Fortunately, our new director had 
experience servicing a device throughout another 
district. Zach Meyer, graduate of Hays High 
School (HHS), worked in the HHS system as 

their tech director for almost 6 years. 
“We have been having a lot of 

complaints on problems with the 
tablets, but I’m sure that our help 
from Zach and Mr. James Martin, the 
librarian, will help us to succeed in 
what we are trying to accomplish,” 
Bernard said. The district is trying to 
make it possible for the students to 
use this new advice to their advantage. 
The tablets are currently only issued to 
high school students. Last year when 
the teachers were testing tablets they 
had some left overs they could not 
return. 

“These tablets will soon be issued to 
the 8th graders that way they can get 
an idea of what it will be like in high 
school,” Bernard said.

The School board is signed onto 

a 4 year lease agreement. This 
agreement states that when the 
4 years is up the district has the 
choice to decide if they want to 
upgrade to a new device or stay 
with the current venues. 

“I think the tablets will be 
pretty used by then so we will 
probably have to upgrade,” 
Bernard said. 

The school board is also 
talking about letting the seniors 
have an opportunity to buy it 
once they leave Russell high 
school.

“I think it will take several 
years until the school is finally 
paperless but that is currently 
the goal here at Russell High 
School,” Mr. Bernard said.

Julia Oste
Newspaper Editor

of people within 
the community,” 
Farmer said.

In order to be a 
part of NHS, students 
must have a 3.5 
grade point average 
or higher before they 
apply.  A committee 
rates the applicants on 
four pillars criteria. 

“It pays to volunteer 
and step up at the 
leadership position 
prior to applying 
for a membership. 
It’s all random 
when you cast your 
application so there’s 
no discriminating or 
favorites in the process. 
It’s a high ranked 
role and not everyone 
can say that they are 
a part of something 
that special so it’s 
definitely a privilege,” 
Chase Prester (11) 
said.  “It’s difficult 
to schedule around 
all of the members 
already jammed-
packed schedules so 
itmakes it hard to 
meet. I enjoy it and I 
hope everyone gets the 
chance to apply after 
their sophomore year.” 

Russell High School football team practices on 
the new turf field. The base work for the field 
was done form July 4 to August 16. The turf work 
was done from August 21 to September 2.

Out with the old, in with the new
Daisi Brand
Staff Reporter 

The wide receiver catches the ball 
and turns up field, but steps into a hole, 
causing a rolled ankle, which results in 
a doctor’s note stating that he has to sit 
out for six weeks. Thankfully, nobody 
suffered a serious injury caused by our 
old and substandard field, but it was 
only a matter of time before it hap-
pened.
This summer, Russell High School in-

stalled turf on the football field. Russell 

is the only school west of Salina that has 
the entire track infield turfed. Overall, 
the process took a total of 53 days. They 
finished just in time for the first football 
game. Many football players agree that 
the field is more comfortable now that it 
is turf.

 “It’s a lot easier on your ankles, be-
cause instead of the hard dirt, now we 
have a really soft and nice surface to 
play on,” Seth Boxberger (10) said.

Reshean Holloway (11) agreed.
“It’s better because you have more 

control and you can run faster,” Hollo-
way said.

Although the turf is very beneficial for 
football, it’s also helpful for many other 
sports, including dance team.

“I like dancing on the turf better 
because it is a flat surface compared to 
how bumpy our field was before,” Erin 
Risher (12) said.

Laura Langhofer  (12) also saw the 
benefits of having turf over the old field.

“I enjoy dancing on the turf more, 
because it’s easier to turn, although it 
can be slick at times. It also leaves a lot 

of little black beads on your pants and 
in your shoes, but overall it’s better than 
dancing in holes,” Langhofer said.

The base work for the field was done 
from July 4 to August 16. Then the clay 
was added to the field base, rocks of var-
ious sizes were added. 150 semi-truck 
loads of rock were required for the base 
of the field. After the rock was in place, 
the turf was added to the field. The turf 
work was done from August 21 to Sep-
tember 2. 185.1 tons of sand and rubber 
beads were placed on top of the turf.

The company that installed the turf on 
the field has also installed turf at Kansas 
University and Kansas State University. 

“After the initial shock and everything 
kind of wears off, everybody’s going to 
realize that it’s a pretty beneficial thing 
for our school and our community. 
We’ve already had numerous people that 
are calling and asking about it and want-
ing to use it. The turf is better to play on, 
it’s safer, and it saves us money in the 
long run. It will also hopefully reduce a 
lot of injuries,” Coach Jeff Brull said.
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Teamwork 
pays off

Madison Barrera
Staff Reporter
“Who’s got my back?” 

“We’ve got your back!” 
The football team 
cheers this before each 
home game. Teamwork, 
improvement, and trust are 
three key factors that this 
year’s football team values. 

“We’ve got to have 
more teamwork, and less 
individualism,” Travis 
Ochs (10) said. “We’ve 
made a lot of mistakes, but 
we’re moving forward.” 

This is something the 
team has been working 
on all year. On Thursday 
evenings before football 
games, the team has a 
potluck dinner, which 
brings them together. 
Before they leave the 
locker room, each player 
slaps the word ‘TEAM’ 
above the door.

“I think we have really 
underperformed based on 
the kids I believe we have. 
The injuries hurt us, but we 
also need to have kids that 
come to practice and want 
to do the right thing to get 
better. We need a better 
commitment level,” Head 
Coach Jeff Brull said. “I 

feel good about where we 
are going; we just need to 
learn how to put together 
full games instead of only 
second halves.” 

The players work 
hard day in and day out, 
practicing every day after 
school from 3:45 to 6:30. 
They have already shown 
a major improvement since 
last year. In the first three 
games of the season, the 
team already gained more 
total yardage and sacks 
than the entire 2013 season.  

On Friday, October 3, 
their hard work finally paid 
off and the Russell Broncos 
came out with a victory 
over Southwestern Heights. 
Reshean Holloway (11) 
scored two touchdowns, 
and Jerrit Zvolanek (12) 
scored one. There were 
two touchdowns scored 
by special teams; a kickoff 
return, and a punt block. 
The final score was 42-14.

“It felt amazing to win. 
We played as a team, and 
we started the game faster 
than we normally do.  It’s 
like everything we’ve been 
working on has finally 
come together, and it was 
just a good feeling to know 
that all our hard work has 
finally paid off,” Zvolanek 
said.

Jerrit Zvolanek 
(12) runs the ball 
down the field on 
September 19, 2014 
against Southeast of 
Saline. The Russell 
Broncos have already 
shown a major 
improvement since 
last year. In the 
first three games 
of the season, the 
team already gained 
more total yardage 
and sacks than the 
entire 2013 season.  
The Broncos picked 

up their first win of the season on October 3, 2014, defeating 
Southwestern Heights with a score of 42-12.

The steps to 
success

Hannah Hoch
Photography Editor
The 2014 boys and girls 

cross country team has been 
improving tremendously from 
last year. From the beginning 
of the season were they are 
now, the athletes have been 
improving their times and 
placing. 

“With many meets we are 
usually getting PR’s (personal 
records) and striving to get 
better or realizing they need 
to catch the person in front of 
them trying to fight through 
pain or discomfort so we can 
get that next person, place, or to 
metal,” Coach Dorzweiler.

The team has been growing 
by a couple new athletes each 
year making it a bigger team 
than last years. Runners are 
Dylan Dorsey (12), Noah 
Gfeller(11), Hannah Hoch(11), 
Chase Prester(11), Megan 
Quinday(11), Kyle Rourke(11), 
Alexia Charbonneau(10), Trey 
Varner(10), Sam Bender(9), 
Ty Cisneros(9),  and coached 
by Richard Dorzweiler. The 
team has competed in the 
Hoisington, Quinter, Wakeeney, 
and South East of Saline meets 
so far this season. The team 
ran at Hoisington on Saturday, 
September 6. Rourke, Varner, 
and Cisneros ran in the boys JV 
race, Rourke brought home a 
first place metal with the time 
of 21:50. Varner got third and 
Cisneros got seventh. In boys 
varsity Noah Gfeller got fourth 
with the time of 19:09 which 
was 49 seconds faster than last 
year. Being Prester he put up 
good completion to get him 
14th place with the time of 
20:47.

“Cross Country is different 
than any other sport,” Prester 
said.  “It’s a sport where you’re 

mainly in a competition with 
yourself to see how much you 
can push yourself to be better,” 
Prester continued.

Charbonneau the girls JV 
with the time of 22:53 getting 
her a fourth place metal at her 
first cross country meet.

The next meet the team 
competed at was Quinter on 
September 11th. More of 
the athletes were present for 
this meet than Hoisington 
although it was a challenging 
race because of the raining 
weather conditions. For the JV 
girls race Russell placed first, 
second, and third. Hoch got the 
first place metal with the time 
of 20:28, Charbonneau and 
Bender battled out for second 
however Charbonneau crossed 
the finish line before Bender 
getting Charbonneau second 
and Bender third both getting 
the time of 20:48. 

“Hoisington was a 
challenging course but all of 
coach’s tough workouts helped 
me more than I thought they 
would which helped me get 
fourth, “Charbonneau said.

For boys JV Rourke got 
second with the time of 21:48, 
Varner got fourth with the time 
of 23:51, and Cisneros got sixth 
with the time of 25:54 getting 
him a personal record of 1:17. 
Dorsey, Gfeller, and Prester 
competed in the boys’ varsity 
race. Gfeller got seventh with 
the time of 20:16, and Dorsey 
got a 14th place metal with the 
time of 20:28.

Wakeeney was the next meet 
for the team to compete at. For 
girls JV Bender brought home 
a first place metal with the time 
of 21:01, while Charbonneau 
got a ninth place metal.

“I was encouraged to run 
cross country by my cousin, she 
helped me discover I really like 
running. I hope cross country 
improves my running enough to 
get me on varsity,” Bender said.

The Lady Broncos start off the new volleyball season 
with two new members to their coaching staff. Mr. Don 
Fenwick has assumed the head coaching position and Mrs. 
Judy Larson joined as an assistant coach. Along with new 
leadership, Coach Fenwick has brought a new strategy to 
the team.

“Play our game to the best of our ability is the strategy 
we need,” Coach Fenwick said.

Though this is Coach Fenwick’s first year as head of 
the volleyball team, this is his second year teaching at 
Russell High and so he is already familiar with some of 
the players.

Dealing with a new coaching staff can be stressful on 
the returning players, but Delainey Pospichal (10) has been 
coping with it pretty well.

“It’s a change playing with the group of girls I am 
playing with and the coaching staff that is coaching me, 
but it’s a good change,” Pospichal said. “Its good having 
different people around playing with.” Pospichal said.

With a change in coaching, the older classmen are 
looked to for leadership from the younger players.

“I have responsibilities to set and I feel the younger 
group of girls need guidance.  This year I see improvement 
and everyone individually getting better and as a team 
we’re getting better,” Poshpicial said. 

“Coming in as a freshman I didn’t know what to expect 
or how to react to everything going on. The upperclassmen 
make the freshmen feel at home,” Rayn Sehl (9) said.

As the players adjusted to the coaching style of Coach 
Fenwick, the players began to relax and focus on the task 
at hand.

“I felt coming into this year it was going to be really 
strict, but as soon as I learned the drills and all the rules it 
wasn’t as hard I expected,” Sehl said.

Volleyball round-up
Caitlyn Craven
Staff Reporter

RHS cross country team poses for their team photo. The team continues to 
improve tremendously as the season progresses.

Order on the court
After hiring two 

new coaches, Mrs. 
Tia Blehm and Mrs. 
Amy Spoonts, the 
girl’s tennis team has 
undergone several 
changes, one of them 
being the positions 
that the girls played. 
Carolyn Patrick (12), 
who in the past has 
normally played 
singles, is playing 
doubles with Taelyr 
Blehm (10), who 
also normally played 
singles. Their record 
is 24-6, and they plan 
on making it to State.

“I don’t mind 
playing doubles, and 
I’ve always enjoyed 
playing both,” 
Patrick said. “It’s 
definitely different 
this year considering 
the fact I’ve played 
singles the past three 
years. But I believe 
playing doubles with 
Taelyr will up our 
chances of going to 
state this year.”

Bailey Dollison 
(12), previously a 
doubles player, is 
now playing singles 
along with Jessie 
Reilly (12), who 
participated in tennis 
her sophomore year, 
but decided to do 
cheerleading her 
junior year instead of 
going out again.

“I wish I hadn’t 
skipped a year,” 
Reilly said. “But I 
like it this year better 
than my sophomore 
year because then I 
only played home 
JV meets, and I get 
more playing time 
now. I also like going 
to all the away meets 
because the car rides 
are so fun.”

With a signifi-

cantly smaller team 
compared to the 
last few years, the 
varsity team consists 
of Patrick (12) 
and Blehm (10) as 
number one dou-
bles, Dollison (12), 
number one singles, 
Alyssa Basgall and 
Sarah Hilger (12), 
number two doubles, 
and Reilly (12), 
number two singles. 
The junior varsity 
team is Crowell (12), 
number one singles, 
Daisi Brand (10) and 
Rylee Mooney (9), 
number one doubles, 
and Kylie Reddig 
(11) and Cheyenne 
Radke (9) as number 
two doubles.

“I really liked 
tennis this year, and I 
thought it was a great 
experience,” Mooney 
said. “My teammates 
were all really fun 
and we were all 
really comfortable 
around each other. 
With the seniors 
leaving, I think it will 
be a totally different 
team next year.”

“This was my first 
year coaching and 
I really enjoyed it. I 
was really lucky be-
cause I inherited a re-
ally strong leadership 
to the team,” Head 
coach Blehm said. 
“Overall, our team’s 
performance has 
been phenomenal, we 
have brought home 
medals from every 
competition and won 
several team titles. I 
hope that others will 
consider joining our 
team next year as 
we are developing a 
winning program that 
will represent RHS 
well.”

Reaching for the ball, Alyssa Basgall (12) goes 
for the forehand shot. Basgall played number 
three singles at the singles home junior varsity 
meet in September and won the gold for the team.

Valarie Morgenstern 
(10) and Megan 
Boxberger (11) both 
qualified for the 2014 
3-2-1A Girls State 
Golf Tournament at 
the Emporia Municipal 
Golf Course in Emporia. 
Despite the weather and 
hard conditions, both 
girls pushed through. 
Boxberger took fourth 
place and qualified, and 
Morgenstern tied for fifth 
and qualified.

“The weather was 
awful. It was probably the 
most miserable day ever. 
The wind sucked. I’m just 
glad I made it through,” 
Morgenstern said. 

Playing on the 
Regionals course in 
Cimarron was different. 
It was more real. All 
the goals both girls had 
worked for were finally 
going to pay off. 

With both successes, 
Coach Banker feels 

confident about remainder 
of the season. 

“At Regional’s we 
played the ball down, 
as opposed to most 
tournaments. We did a 
little bit of that at practice, 
but the wind we had at 
Regionals - there was 
no preparation for that,” 
Coach Banker said. 

Both girls are prepared 
for state. Morgenstern, 
a second year golfer,  is 
excited.

Banker is confident the 
girls will prosper at the 
state tournament. 

“I expect Emporia 
for State will be a good 
experience for both of 
them. I am confident about 
both girls’ abilities. We 
had a good season with all 
the tournaments together, 
and hopefully state will 
be the best part,” Banker 
said. 

The girls will play 
October 20.

Girls’ golf swings into state tournament
Taelyr Blehm
Staff Reporter
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ALS CHALLENGE

 Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) is 
the disease better known 
as “Lou Gehrig’s Disease” 
and affects about 20,000 
Americans. Approximately 
5,600 people in the United 
State are diagnosed 
each year. ALS affects 
specific nerve cells in 
the brain and spinal cord 
that controls a person’s 
voluntary movement. The 
disease progresses slowly 
throughout the human 
body making it hard to 
even move. At the end, 
those with ALS are left 
paralyzed and eventually 
can no longer breathe 
resulting in death. 

ALS is different for 
every person, but patients 
diagnosed with ALS are 
given about two to seven 
years to live, with many 
sufferer’s dying within 
five years of diagnosis. 
ALS strikes middle-aged 
people. Men are about 
one and a half times more 
likely to have the disease 
than women. 

So the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge get started 
when started with a 
golfer, Chris Kennedy, he 
had to do the ice bucket 
challenge originally and 
had to donate money to 
a charity of his choice. 

Tori Hernandez
Business Manager

Kennedy chose ALS 
because a relative was 
suffering from the 
disease. Then from being 
posted once from the 
minor-league in West 
Florida and nominating 
people, the challenge 
was spreading across 
the world. Nomination 
to nomination, people 
did the challenge and 
donated money to help 
strike out ALS. 

It became a trend 
to answer the Bucket 
Challenge and then to 
challenge friends. While 
some answered the call, 
just donated money.

 “I was nominated 
by my sister-in-law and 
Mr. Swanson. I then 
nominated the volleyball 
team,” said Don 
Fenwick.  

Mr. Fenwick hasn’t 
donated the money yet, 
but will be donating 10 
dollars.

While some answered 

the call, others just 
donated money.

 “My family donated 
50 dollars to the ALS 
organization,” Garrett 
Ewers (9) said.

Unlike most people 
that just did the ALS Ice 
bucket challenge just 
for the fun, others like 
Shannon Ney (12) did it 
because she wanted to be 
a part of helping out.

“I was nominated by 
one of my best friend 
Alyssa, and I wanted 
people to know about 
ALS, and find out how 
they can help out the 
organization. Because 
this is a disease that 
kills people slowly and 
I would want people 
to help out if I had this 
disease,” Ney said.

On the ALSA. Org 
you can find l how to 
help fight ALS and how 
you can do it with your 
community.

Interact Club helps out
Taelyr Blehm
Staff Reporter

“Service before self,” that is the Russell 
Rotary Interact Clubs motto. Rotary 
Interact Club is the High School branch of 
the Russell Rotarians. Formed in 2013, by 
Mr. Mark Popp, its’ goal is to teach high 
school students about service and work 
within their community. As freshmen, 
members can join Interact. The members 
stay in the club throughout high school and 
learn the many ways to serve others and be 
a good citizen. 

“The biggest benefit of Interact Club is 
the fact that it betters you as an individual. 
You can say hey I gave to others, I cleaned 
up their properties, I did service work, it 
benefits the students to learn to put others 
first,” Mark Popp said. 

Officers of Interact include, President 
Daisi Brand (10), Vice President Erica 
Murphy (10), Secretary Taelyr Blehm 
(10), and Treasurer Camden Rainey (10). 
Some of the many things the Interact Club 
does are service projects such as town and 
property cleanups, painting homes, and 
collecting food for the Food Pantry. 

“It’s important to teach the students to 
give to the community and donate food to 
the food pantry. We need to keep working 
hard as a group to look in the United States 
for a service program we can go to and 
keep service number one in our foresight,” 
Popp said. 

“We get to be more responsible because 
we get to work more for the community. 
I like getting to work with my friends in 
the club. It is teaching me to be a better 
person,” first year member, Ryan Birky (9) 
said. 

One of 
the goals of 
Interact is to 
go to Panama 
or another 
country for a 
large service 
project 
through 
Rotary 
International. 
The project 
would be a 
lot of hands 

on work that would focus on helping small 
communities or tribes, such as, building 
water wells, teaching and helping in 
schools, and helping build shelters.

“The goal is to raise enough funds to 
do a project with Rotary International. I 
did find out the expenses of what it would 
cost to go Panama. It’s pretty expensive 
so we are trying to raise funds as a club 
for the next two or three years so we can 
do one of these projects,” Mr. Popp said. 
“In thinking the past few weeks, I think 
we should start service projects that are 
in state or in surrounding states. But until 
then we can do service projects to raise 
money and control spending to get to our 
goal of going somewhere with Rotary 
International.” 

The club is working towards its goal to 
teach student’s service and to help them 
not take for granted the things that they 
have.

“Serving others, and putting others 
above yourself is paramount in this world. 
I want to show high schoolers that groups 
of people, and tribes around the world 
don’t have the things that we do. Kids take 
this for granted. We want to be able to give 
back,” Popp said.

Interact Club continues every day to 
stick with their motto of “Service before 
self.” Their hard work will benefit the less 
fortunate and teach them life skills. 

“Rotary Interact Club is really inspiring 
and I am glad I am part of it. I like helping 
and contributing in making the world a 
better place. I really enjoy doing the little 
things to help our community prosper. 

Overall 
this club is 
a positive 
experience 
and 
everybody 
should 
remember to 
do whatever 
they can to 
help others,” 
Brand (10) 
said. 

On the count of three a large group from Boston Col-
lege University accepts the ALS Ice bucket Challenge. 
The challenge spread awareness for the ALS disease.

Rotary Interact Club gathers in the hall for a photo. Interact Club 
works hard every day to teach students how to serve others.

Thinking about ways to get ahead for 
college in the future? Well then you’re 
in luck! From math, to english, to health 
related classes, Russell High School 
offers six college courses that transfer as 
college credits to most colleges. Stu-
dents (generally upperclassmen) have 
the opportunity to take classes through 
Barton County Community College. 
Mrs. Mandy Trout teaches College Al-
gebra, Mr. Clay Manes teaches English 
Composition 1 and 2, Mr. Peter Solie 
teaches Public Speaking, Randy Allen 
teaches General Psychology and Andi 
Alderson teaches a Certified Nursing 
Assistant class for students wanting 

to become nursing aids. Whether the 
teacher teaches only at RHS, through a 
screen, or is a traveling professor, RHS 
does all it can to provide students with a 
good education. 

 College Algebra, taught during 
the second semester by Mrs. Trout is 
a beginning math course for college 
students, where they expand upon their 
algebra skills. 

“I’m nervous for Pre-Calculus. I ex-
pect it to be hard but I just want to pass,” 
Kindra Morris (11) said. 

College Composition 1 and 2 is an 
English class, but students learn how to 
improve their writing skills by writing 

Broncos plan for their future
Kelsey Farmer
Yearbook Co-Editor

This fall some of your peers will be 
performing the musical “Cinderella”. 
There will be three performances on 
November 15, 16, 17. This musical will 
be humorous, with some meaningful 
moments with Cinderella and the 
Prince. “People should expect it to be 
a funny show - very much a fairytale,” 
Mr. Davidson said about the upcoming 
musical. 

The cast has already been working 
hard to make this musical the best it can 
be. They practice four to five times a 
week. Cinderella has to come to many 
more practices than some other parts. 
“It’s a challenge to schedule practice 
with other extra-curricular activities,” 
said Davidson. 

 “I’m really looking forward to the 
first big crowd scene. It involves a lot 
of people and movement. It has every 
character in it,” Mr. Davidson said.

Seth Hilger (10), who plays the 
character Steward Lionel, is excited 
about the musical. 

“It’s more amusing than anything else. 
There are some serious times, but it’s 
mostly funny,” Hilger said.

 He thinks Steward Lionel is a good 

part for him because they have similar 
personalities.

 “He’s bitter sometimes, but he is 
outgoing,” Hilger said.

 He is doing this musical because 
musicals are something he’s always 
enjoyed and it gives him something to 
do in the fall.

“I think everyone will enjoy it. It’s 
a comedy, but not like the Disney 
version,” Hilger said.

Sammi Wedel (11) will be playing the 
Fairy Godmother.

 “I like the movie Cinderella, and I 
love doing musicals,” said Wedel. 

She said the part of the Fairy 
Godmother suits her because she’s 
outgoing and likes to stand out. She is 
very excited to perform this show and 
have everyone see it.

 “I think the community will love it. 
It’s pretty funny, so I hope they laugh at 
everything,” said Wedel.

This musical will be different from 
anything you have seen before. The cast 
really hopes you will enjoy it.

“Everybody should come watch 
because it will be a good time,” Hilger 
said.

Cinderella: Once upon a time
Caitlyn Hammack
Staff Reporter

many paragraphs, and then papers. 
The class also teaches students certain 
formats on how to write using the S-E-E 
format. 

“The class is really hard and time 
consuming but the teacher is awesome,” 
Jill Schulte (11) said. 

The unique part of taking College 
Composition is that it is over the 
Interactive Television System (ITV), 
which is almost comparable to Skype. 
The teacher is actually in an Ellsworth 
classroom but the RHS and Ellsworth 
students in the class can see each other 
and work collaboratively, despite the 
fact that the students are actually 45 
miles away. 

Public speaking is to help students 
confidently be able to talk to a variety 
of sizes of audiences using various 
techniques and topics. The class starts 
off with a small speech, and then the 
speeches or presentations get longer and 
longer. The class also works on “ironing 
out” bad habits, such as saying “um”, 
and being fidgety while giving speeches. 

“I really like Public Speaking a lot. 
It really lets you get comfortable with 
talking in front of people” Kaylee Radke 
(11) said. 

 General Psychology is generally 
done second semester, after Public 
Speaking. In this class, students study 
the behaviors and disorders of humans. 
Throughout the course, students will 
learn a very broad spectrum of topics 
to get a good understanding and basic 

knowledge of what psychology is about. 
For students seeking a job that includes 
reading peoples behaviors, such as a 
psychologist, this is a great course for 
them to get a jump start. 

 “I’m actually really excited about 
this class, because I think it will be very 
interesting,” Kierra Mitchell (12), said.

Russell High School students are 
offered to take a Certified Nursing 
Assistant course for one semester. At 
the end of the course, the students take a 
test to see if they pass their certification. 
The class is to prepare students how 
to care for people in need, whether it’s 
an elderly person in a nursing home, 
an adult in the emergency room, or a 
child in a hospital. CNA’s have certain 
restrictions, such as the inability to 
administer medications. However, 
they do get to partake in tasks such 
as taking vitals. Students taking the 
course get firsthand experience by doing 
clinicals at a nursing home. Clinicals is 
on hand training in the nursing home. 
In clinicals, students must complete 
a list of tasks and shadow one of the 
employees. 

“The reason I took the CNA class was 
to be able to get a head start because 
I plan to go into nursing in college. 
I really enjoy it because I’ve already 
learned so much in that class that I 
haven’t learned before. I’m also excited 
to start working on clinicals,” Carolyn 
Patrick (12) said.  
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Band Goes to State Fair

Top Ten iTunes

Grace Oste
Staff Reporter

After only three practices, the Russell 
High School band waits nervously in 
uniform. A shrill whistle sounded three 
times and the band was off, marching in 
step with one another. Nervous excite-
ment running through their veins. 

Under direction of drum major Sam 
Stottlemeyer (12), Russell High School’s 
band of 43 students marched six blocks 
at the Kansas State Fair in Hutchison.

“I marched in the band last year so 
it wasn’t so bad. Anytime you perform 
you get little jitters so I was kind of 
nervous.” Travis Ochs (10) said, quad-
troms player.

Over the week around 100 high 
school bands marched. About 60 bands 
marched just the same day as Russell. 
Every school band that enters to be 
judged has the choice of marching down 
Main Street or marching throughout the 
fair. Russell High School was one school 
that marched down Main Street while 
the whole town and many fair-goers 
watched.

After playing the song, “Slamming 
and Jamming” followed by a drum 
cadence, the band was judged by three 

judges that consisted of retired band 
directors and community college band 
teachers. Russell was given three scores 
of one, one, and two, but an overall av-
erage score of two plus. Which in music 
means you did well, however could use 
a little more practice. 

 “I was pleased with the ratings we 
received, with as little practice we got. It 
came together well. ” Said Mrs. Daw-
son.

 Bands are judged based on marching 
in step, posture, instrument carriage, 
spacing, attention to detail, uniforms, 
sound, tune, and togetherness.

 “This year was actually pretty fun, 
there was perfect weather, it didn’t seem 
as hectic.” Kierra Mitchel (12) said 
color guard.

Russell High Schools band included: 
six percussionists, six clarinets, five 
trumpets, four color guards, four alto 
sax, three flutes, , two tenor sax, two 
mellophones, two trombones, one bary 
sax, one baritone, one tuba, and. 

, “I feel like everyone should try band, 
you will have a new perspective on band 
people,” Ochs said.

Drummin’ up school spirit
Maci Clark
Staff Reporter

The Russell High School drumline 
waited patiently to slam their drumsticks 
against their instruments and start off the 
football game. As the beat started, the 
crowd cheered and screamed for their 
team.

The drumline is a new addition to 
Russell’s home football games. They 
play every home football game between 
quarters and sometimes during timeouts. 

“It’s to make the ball games more 
exciting. There are a lot of not involved 
people, so I want to change the mood 
and atmosphere of the ball games and 
make them more positive,” band teacher 
Mrs. Renetta Dawson said. 

The select group of band students 
plays different cadences for the cheer-
leaders to perform routines for the 
crowd. Mrs. Dawson picks whoever is 
the most interested to be in the drumline.

 “It takes a lot of practicing,” Mrs. 
Dawson said. “Everyone in band wants 
to do it saying, ‘I wanna play drums.’ 
It helps the kids learn to keep a steady 
beat.”

 “I would say when the drumline 
performs there’s more excitement in 
the crowd,” Jacob Long (11) said. “My 
favorite part is sitting in the stands being 
close to the student section and playing 
cheers for the crowd.”

Every time the drumline plays a 
cadence, the cheerleaders perform a 
routine or clap along. 

“I think it’s better with the cheerlead-
ers rather than if they aren’t involved,” 
Long said. 

“It’s good to have the coordination be-
tween the drumline and the cheerleaders 
that way we have a way to pep up the 

crowd,” Malachi Boltin (11) said.
Jaime Hanson (9) disagrees. 
“Some of the routines are very confus-

ing. Doing the routines with the drum-
line is not that enjoyable because the 
cheerleaders get confused and mess up a 
lot,” Hanson said.

There are many different instruments 
the musicians play like the snare drum, 
the quads, and the bass drum. Long 
plays the snare drum.

“I’ve played it for six years,” Long 
said. “I enjoy it more than other drum-
line instruments. The snare drum pro-
vides the ‘wow’ factor in a drumline.”

There has been disputing of the 
marching band not playing at the foot-
ball games and the drumline playing 
instead. Some people don’t like how the 
band doesn’t play the fight song any-
more.

“I like them both,” Long said. “The 
drumline is something special within 
itself, but I think both of them can be 
enjoyed equally.”

The drumline’s cadences are com-
posed from different composers. They 
find the ones they like and that the 
crowd would enjoy. Then they rehearse 
them for the football games. Some 
cadences they play are “Say La-Vee” 
and “Doo-GOK.” Mrs. Dawson finds the 
cadences by searching on the internet 
and purchasing the ones she enjoys.

The band hopes that putting all the 
work and money into the cadences that 
people will come the games and support 
the team

 “Everyone needs to come out to the 
ball games and come cheer with us,” 
Mrs. Dawson said.

Russell High School’s band mem-
bers perform during the home 
football game against Ellsworth 
on September 5, 2014. Under 
direction of drum major Sam 
Stottlemeyer (12), Russell High 
School’s band of 43 students 
marched six blocks at the Kansas 
State Fair in Hutchison. Russell 
was given three scores of one, 
one, and two, but an overall 
average score of two plus.

New faces in the crowd
What’s at the top of your bucket list?

“I would move to Colorado. It’s nice and cool 

and I really love snowboarding”

- Donte Orlando (11)

“I would go into the Marines.”

- Dylan Dorsey (12)

“Probably skydive because it would be a pure 

adrenaline rush”

- Javaun Parker

“I want to travel the world.”

- Rachel  Mewhinney

“I would like to go to Paris to see the Eiffel 

Tour because I love the culture.”

- Kassidy Hammack
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