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April 24, 2014 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

As EVERYONE knows it is standardized testing time again in Texas!  I am joining many of my 

colleagues around our great state who are writing letters to their parents to hopefully address some of the 

concerns surrounding state testing, better known as STAAR, in grades 3-8 and End of Course exams in grades 

9-12.  I am honored to be the superintendent in Rains ISD where the local school board makes clear that every 

student is unique and valued beyond what a single test may measure on a given day.  Our administration 

believes strongly in accountability, and Rains ISD considers testing as well as multiple data sources in 

assessing students and how they have grown academically and the success they have attained. 

In the next few weeks your children and our staff will comply eagerly with the state mandated 

assessments.  Very soon after the testing is complete you will receive your child’s results.  Please know that the 

results from these tests are critical for the state to score and rank our campuses individually as well as the 

district as a whole.  These results provide information for addressing strengths and weaknesses for students, 

staff and the district.  It is important to note that your child means much more to us than a single test result on a 

given day.  There are multiple factors that guide our teachers and principals on how to best serve our students 

and their individual needs and differences.  We encourage all our students to be involved with their 

community, school activities, clubs and organizations.  It is my belief that these activities encourage students to 

be a part of something bigger than themselves and to rely on others and serve others who may be in need.  We 

have students who work after school to help support their families and care for younger siblings into the late 

evening.  A single test does not measure character, thoughtfulness or kindness.  I believe that those are 

important qualities for our youth as they become the leaders of tomorrow.  Please be assured Rains ISD has 

and will continue to ALWAYS strive to provide the best education we can provide.  There is no substitute for 

knowledge and critical thinking so critical for a 21st century education.  We are committed to this cause. 

Rains County cares deeply about our children and our schools. We are fortunate to have businesses, 

city and county officials, civic clubs, churches and parents who support our students in all their endeavors.  

Our communities have supported RISD in bond elections for updated and new facilities, provided scholarship 

monies to make it possible for students to continue their education, volunteering, and a host of other much 

appreciated support. 

Rains ISD is once again committed to using the STAAR/EOC for what it is, a baseline assessment for 

continued improvement for our staff, students and school district to insure that we are constantly improving 

toward our district goals of preparing our future leaders with a stellar 21st century education.  On behalf of 

RISD, THANK YOU, for your continued support. Today more than ever “It’s a GREAT day to be a 

WILDCAT! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

John Rouse  
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