
 
 
Colwich Preschool Philosophy  
 
It is the philosophy of Colwich Preschool that children can be encouraged to grow and learn by providing developmentally appropriate activities 
where all children can have success in a safe and nurturing environment. We understand that students develop skills according to their own 
developmental timetable. We believe that children learn best through meaningful play and active exploration, which encourages curiosity, discovery 
and problem solving, social skills, and individual growth. Consequently it is the teacher’s responsibility to act as a facilitator and provide a learning-
enriched environment.  
 
We recognize that a parent is a child’s first teacher and the primary bridge between home and school is the involvement of family and community.  
 
The goal of the staff is to build a proper foundation for the child’s public school years.  



Colwich Preschool Program Curriculum Objectives and Outcomes   
 
Children will have daily opportunities to develop and acquire the following skills, concepts, and understandings throughout their preschool years at 
Colwich Preschool. We understand that students will develop and acquire these skills on their own time. Assessment of student growth and 
progression will be based on teacher observation and our preschool assessment. The ultimate objective of the staff is for all of our students to be self-
directed learners and develop a proper foundation for their public school years.  
 
 

Social-Emotional 
Development/Approaches to Learning 

 Differentiate between self and others 
 Can tell first name, last name, age, and 

parent’s names 
 Encourage, praise, and help peers in 

various situations 
 Seek and maintain friendships 
 Accept rules and authority  
 Demonstrate ability to control own 

behavior 
 Respond appropriately to frustration 

and disappointment 
 Understand consequences of and take 

responsibility for own actions 
 Responds appropriately during group 

activities  
 Expresses feelings in an appropriate 

way 
 Engage in imaginative and constructive 

play on their own and with others 
 Attend to familiar task with minimal 

prompting  
 Manage transitions between activities  
 Use classroom materials purposefully 

and respectfully  
 Returns materials and toys to 

designated locations  
 

Communication and Literacy 
 

 Communicate effectively and 
appropriately with peers and adults to 
initiate interactions or to get needs met 

 Ask/answer ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’, 
and ‘why’ questions to solve problems 

 Use language to communicate ideas 
and feelings 

 Respond appropriately to verbal and 
non-verbal communication of others 

 Use and understand age-appropriate 
vocabulary 

 Express thoughts in complete sentences
 

 
Fine Arts 

 
 Sings/requests preferred songs 
 Use variety of musical instruments 
 Plan and work independently to create 

own art 
 Recognize/describe various art forms 
 Use dance and movement for self 

expression 
 
 

 
 

Science 
 Demonstrate inquiry skills such as 

problem solving and decision making 
 Answer questions and/or test 

predictions using simple experiments 
 Tries alternative solutions to problems 
 Understand basic properties of living 

and non-living things 
 Understand living things need air, 

water, and food 
 Describe simple life cycles of different 

living things  
 Acquire/use basic vocabulary for 

plants, animals, and humans 
 Understand differences living things 

and their environments  
 

Social Studies  
 Trade or exchange materials or objects 

with others 
 Understand that money can be 

exchanged for goods and services  
 Discriminate between “yours” and 

“mine”  
 Create representations of familiar 

places 
 Create simple “maps” of unfamiliar 

places 
 Match objects to usual locations 



Early Writing Skills 
 

 Recognize that print represents spoken 
word 

 Understand that letters are combined to 
make words 

 Know how print is read 
 Understand that drawings can represent 

ideas, stories or events 
 Write some letters 
 Write first name in upper and lower 

case letters 
 Grip tools appropriately 
 Draw a recognizable picture  

Early Reading Skills 
 

 Listen to reading materials with 
interest and enjoyment 

 Recognize/identify some letters and 
words in print 

 Recognize/produce rhyming words 
 Blend sounds to make words 
 Hear and separate sounds and syllables 

in words  
 Exhibits book handling skills  
 Develop and comprehend stories 
 Understand that print carries meaning 
 

Mathematical Knowledge 
 

 Count by rote to at least 10 
 Understand concepts of more and less 
 Identify positions of first and last 
 Begin to understand and use concept of 

estimation 
 Identify, describe and compare basic 

shapes 
 Classify objects by varied attributes  
 Begin to understand and use concepts 

of addition and subtraction  
 Describe sequence of daily events 
 Use language associated with time in 

everyday situations  
 Use standard and nonstandard 

measurement units to measure objects 
(with adult direction) 

 Understand and use words to indicate 
directionality, order, and position 

 Use shapes separately or in 
combination to produce pictures and 
objects 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*All objectives and outcomes are based on the Early Childhood Kansas State Standards for three and four year olds. Standards can be found at www.ksde.org. 


