
Name: ___________________________ 
 

 
WAMI Activity Day 1 

5th Grade 
 

Activity Day 1: How does a weather event impact our community? 
*Science, Social Studies, & Language Arts 
 
 

1. Pick ONE of the “weather event” choices and answer the series of 
questions related to the weather event you choose.  Be sure and 
answer each question the best way you know how with complete 
sentences. Use the internet if you have access. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: ___________________________                         WAMI Day 1 
 
 
 

Tornado 

 
 

It is a relatively normal afternoon where you live.  There are large puffy 
clouds and the sky looks very gray.  The weather forecasters are 
predicting severe thunderstorms approaching within the hour. Weather 
forecasters warn that these storms may possess instability and wind 
shears favorable of tornadic conditions. You look outside and realize 
you can see a section of the clouds beginning to swirl.  A warning 
comes on the news to inform you that a severe tornado is about to 
touchdown. 

 
1. How does a tornado form? 
2. Name the potential hazards associated with a tornado that 

could affect your family. 
3. What should you do to prepare yourself and your family? 
4. What items might you include in a preparedness kit for a 

tornado? 
5. What actions should you take during the tornado? 
6. What actions should you take after the tornado hits? 
7. What should you never do during a tornado? 
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Flood 
 

 
 

It has been consistently raining in your town for 4 days straight.  The rain 
has not stopped for more than 30 minutes and immediately begins again. 
When you look outside, rain water has flooded your street and is quickly 
creeping up your driveway.  The NOAA’s National Weather Service issued 
a flood warning.  You and your family are monitoring the flooding in your 
area on the Weather Channel.  It is reported that many people’s homes are 
already flooding with rainwater.  You now have an inch of rain water 
covering the floor of your garage.  
 

1. How does a flood form? 
2. Name the potential hazards associated with a flood that could affect 

your family. 
3. What should you do to prepare yourself and your family? 
4. What items might you include in a preparedness kit for a flood? 
5. What actions should you take during a flood? 
6. What actions should you take after a flood? 
7. What should you never do during flood? 
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Thunderstorm & Lightning 
 

 
 

You are outside in the street in front of your house riding your bike with 
some friends.  Before you went out to play your mom had the Weather 
Channel on the TV.  The Weather Channel warned that rain and even a 
thunderstorm might be coming soon.  You and your mom watch the 
weather radar on TV and see that the rain is moving rather fast.  Your mom 
warns you to watch the sky while you are playing. You and your friends are 
having great time, when in the distance you see a lightning bolt and quickly 
after you hear loud booming thunder. You friends think it is safe to continue 
playing outside.  
 

1. How does a thunderstorm form? 
2. Name the potential hazards associated with a thunderstorm that 

could affect your family. 
3. What should you do to prepare yourself and your family? 
4. What items might you include in a preparedness kit for a 

thunderstorm? 
5. What actions should you take during a thunderstorm? 
6. What actions should you take after a thunderstorm hits? 
7. What should you never do during a thunderstorm? 
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WAMI Activity Day 2 
5th Grade 

 
Activity Day 2: How does a weather event impact human activity? 
*Science, Social Studies, Language Arts, & Technology 
 
Please complete the following activities for your “Westside Alternative 
Method for Instruction” day at home.  Be prepared to present your 
completed activities when we return to school. 
 

1. Students complete a writing activity for one set of weather conditions; 
thunderstorms, snowstorm, earthquake, or tornado. 

 
“In   _________________  weather I can ______________, 
_____________, and ______________.  I wear ____________, 
______________, and ______________.  I like to eat 
_____________ and ______________. In _______________ 
weather, I can not _____________.  
 

2. Using technology available; computer, tablet, radio, television; Listen 
to a weather forecast. Write a short description of an activity or 
activities you could or could not do in this weather in Northeast 
Arkansas. Be sure and include activities appropriate for our area. 
These could be for work or for recreation or entertainment.  
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WAMI Activity Day 3 
5th Grade 

 
Activity Day 3: How does a weather events impact the local economy? 
*Science, Social Studies, Language Arts, & Math 
 
Please complete the following activities for your “Westside Alternative 
Method for Instruction” day at home.  Be prepared to present your 
completed activities when we return to school. 
 

1. A major snowstorm has hit Northeast Arkansas! The roads are all 
closed, travel is hazardous, school has been cancelled.  Hopefully, 
your family did some planning and you have plenty of food in the 
house and are keeping warm. 

 
Most stores anticipate these weather events and are sure to have 
enough supplies on hand to sell so consumers are equipped and 
ready.  Some items most people need might include: 
 
 

Milk $1.89  Canned Soup  $.99 
 

Bread $3.45  Batteries 
 (size c) 

$4.47 

Peanut Butter $1.50  Crackers $2.77 
 

Bottled Water  
(24 Pack) 

$2.50  Tortillas $1.93 
 

Chocolate  
(10 candy bars) 

$3.30  Beans $.55 



Name: ___________________________                         WAMI Day 3 
 
 
Using the list provided, make a grocery list for your family.  Calculate 
the cost of buying the items you might need for 2 days until the roads 
thaw and you can get back out again.  You do not need to include 
every item.  Show your math! 
 
Which items might be hard to find and which items might you do 
without? And lastly, how would you keep any items refrigerated or 
heat any food items if your power goes out?  Write a short 
explanation to answer these questions.  
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WAMI Activity Day 4 
5th Grade 

 
Activity Day 4: How can you help when a disaster occurs? 
*Science, Social Studies, & Language Arts 
 
Please complete the following activities for your “Westside Alternative 
Method for Instruction” day at home.  Be prepared to present your 
completed activities when we return to school. 
 
 

● It’s upsetting to see the aftermath of a natural disaster. All too often, 
we see news about tornadoes, hurricanes, typhoons, and other 
forces of nature killing people, destroying homes, and devastating 
entire towns. 

 
Write an informative essay-(1page is fine) on how you might 
help in the aftermath of a natural disaster. Include any ideas that 
could help people who are displaced or who may have lost 
everything. 
 
It’s also important to deal with your own feelings when you see 
people hurt by tragedy. Talking to parents, teachers, and friends 
about what you see and how you feel can help you deal with the 
affected by disasters, reach out to them and offer support. If you live 
in or near a community that has been affected by a disaster, look for 
opportunities to volunteer with clean up and help families.  
 
 
 
 



Name: ___________________________ 
 

WAMI Activity Day 5 
5th Grade 

 
Activity Day 5: Disaster Preparedness 
*Math, Language Arts, and ART 
 
Please complete the following activities for your “Westside Alternative 
Method for Instruction” day at home.  Be prepared to present your 
completed activities when we return to school. 
 

1. Complete the Family Disaster Plan. Enter all the information you 
can. Ask an adult family member to help you fill in phone numbers, 
addresses, and emails.  For your family Plan of Action complete the 
prompts with appropriate complete sentences. 

2. Draw a picture of your house, apartment, or where you stay.  Draw 
any pets you have. 

3. Count and list how many doors there are to the outside. Include this 
information on your picture. 

4. Count and list how many pets you have.  Include this information on 
your picture.  
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Magic in the Classroom 
By ReadWorks 

 

 

On her first day at school, Emma wore a tutu, a red cape, and a pair of swim 
goggles that she kept over her eyes. Mr. Stephens said we were not under any 
circumstances allowed to make fun of her. “Emma is different,” he said in that 
exasperating tone adults use to explain things while not explaining them at all. 
“She needs your support and understanding, and I will not tolerate bullying in 
my classroom.” 

Of course that didn’t stop Sarah, who, as everyone knows, is a bully. The other 
day, Sarah turned to me and said, “Oh, Samantha, you’re the best writer in our 
class. I only wish I could write as well as you do.” She smiled sweetly at Mr. 
Stephens, who just happened to be passing by with our homework 
assignments. As soon as he turned his back, though, she stuck her finger right 
between my ribs and wiggled it. “Teacher’s pet,” she said. And then she looked 
away, tossing her hair. I still have a bruise. 



So I wasn’t surprised when Sarah offered to take Emma on a tour of the school. 
I was sure that this was phase one of her full-on attack against Emma and that 
bizarre outfit. 

Because Mr. Stephens is an adult and all adults think Sarah is perfect, he 
agreed. “Sarah, I think that’s a wonderful idea. Very thoughtful of you.” 

This was not a good sign. Sure, Emma seemed weird, but she certainly didn’t 
deserve to be subjected to Sarah alone. One-on-one. And so I did something 
that would lead to one of the most fantastical, amazing experiences of my life. I 
raised my hand. “Mr. Stephens, would you mind if I went too? I’d love to get to 
know Emma better.” 

Mr. Stephens smiled. “Of course, Samantha. I have such wonderful students!” 

Sarah glowered at me, but I didn’t care. “Come on, Emma. Follow me!” I said. 

Emma trailed behind me. “So, where are you from?” I asked her. 

“Here and there,” she said. 

“What do you like to do for fun?” I asked. I was struggling to find a 
conversation. 

“Magic,” Emma replied. Sheez, I thought to myself. This was not going to be 
easy. 

“Magic?” Sarah cried. “Maybe you could magic yourself some new clothes!” 
She laughed. 

Emma’s nose crinkled. 

“I bet they kicked you out of your last school,” Sarah continued. “I wouldn’t be 
surprised if…” 

“Enough, Sarah,” I said. Her high-pitched squealing was getting to me. 

And this is where things began to get strange, unbelievable, and downright 
magical. 

Emma began muttering something quickly. She was so quiet that if I hadn’t 
seen her lips move, I would have doubted that she was saying anything at all. 



She began moving her hands in small circles, and she stretched her head back 
so that I was sure she could see whatever was behind her. 

“Stop it,” Sarah said. “Stop it, stop it, stop it!” 

Up until that point, I had been too busy watching Emma to notice what was 
happening to Sarah.  She was hunched over, resting her elbows on her thighs. 
She was taking deep breaths. And then – and this is the absolute truth – frogs 
began jumping out of her mouth. Little ones at first, yellow and red frogs 
splotched with black polka dots, and then big ones, bullfrogs and warty toads 
that skipped out of her mouth and tumbled onto the floor. 

I stared at Sarah without blinking. Hundreds of frogs had fallen out of her 
mouth and onto the floor. Then, suddenly, Emma snapped her fingers and all 
of the frogs disappeared. 

“What’d you do to me?” Sarah asked fearfully. 

“Nothing,” Emma shrugged. 

“What are you talking about, Sarah?” I giggled. “I didn’t see anything.” 

Sarah went home from school early that day. She told Mr. Stephens she didn’t 
feel well. 

The next day, she came to school wearing a tutu, a red cape, and swim goggles. 
She turned to Emma with a smirk. “You’re not the only one with tricks up your 
sleeves,” she said. 

“Some things never change,” I whispered to Emma. She smiled. I had a feeling 
this was going to be a great year. 
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Questions:  
 
1. Who is identified as a bully in the passage? 
 

A. Sarah B. Emma  
C. Mr. Stephens  
D. Samantha 

 
 2. In the passage, Samantha asks to go with Sarah to take Emma on a school tour. 

What motivates Samantha to ask to go on the tour?  
 

A. Samantha is bored with what's going on in the classroom and wants an excuse 
to leave.  

B. Samantha thinks it will be a good opportunity to learn some new things about her 
school.  

C. Samantha doesn't think Emma should be subjected to being alone with Sarah 
since she's a bully.  

D. Samantha forgot to do her homework assignment and wants to leave before 
needing to turn it in.  

 
 

3. Read the following sentences: "I stared at Sarah without blinking. Hundreds of frogs 
had fallen out of her mouth and onto the floor. Then, suddenly, Emma snapped her 
fingers and all of the frogs disappeared." Based on this information, what can be 
concluded about the disappearance of the frogs?  

 
A. Samantha makes the frogs disappear by staring at Sarah.  
B. Sarah makes the frogs disappear by closing her mouth.  
C. The frogs disappear without anyone doing anything.  
D. Emma makes the frogs disappear by snapping her fingers. 
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4. Emma tells Samantha that she likes to do magic for fun. What can be concluded 

about Emma's statement based on the events in the story?  
 

A. The statement is truthful.  
B. The statement is not truthful.  
C. The statement is not completely truthful. 
D. The statement is misleading. 

 
 5. What is this passage mainly about?  
 

A. a school year filled with magic  
B. Emma's relationship with Sarah and Samantha  
C. Emma's magical tricks on people  
D. how Sarah's plan to bully Emma backfires  

 
 
6. How can Samantha's tone throughout the passage best be described?  
 

A. formal  
B. conversational  
C. disinterested  
D. mysterious  

 
 
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. __________ Sarah 

offers to take Emma on a tour of the school, Samantha is sure that this is phase 
one of Sarah's full-on attack against Emma.  

 
A. Instead  
B. Therefore  
C. Even though  
D. Initially  
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8. After Sarah starts to laugh at Emma and say that she bets Emma was kicked out 

of her last school, Emma starts muttering and moving her hands in a circle. What 
happens to Sarah after that?  

 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 
 
9. What are two things that happen during the tour of the school?  
 

1. _______________________________________________ 
2. _______________________________________________ 

 
 
 
10. At the end of the passage, Sarah says to Emma, "You're not the only one with 

tricks up your sleeves." Explain what Sarah means by this. Use information from 
the passage to support your answer. R 

 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
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Mixed Review 

Compare: <  >  = (5.NBT.3b) 

1.  3.45 ______ 3.239 

2.  70.005 _______ seventy and five tenths 

 

Put numbers in order from least to greatest. 

3.  0.07    0.700   0.0070   7.07 

____________ ______________        _____________ _____________ 

 

Round the following decimals to the correct place. (5.NBT.4) 

4.  0.056 round to the nearest tenth   _____________________ 

5.  67.9872 round to the nearest hundredth   ____________________ 

6.  Which number can round to 3.2 when rounding the nearest tenth? (5.NBT.4) 

 A. 30.2 B.  3.15 C. 3 D. 3.27 

 

Write as a decimal and fraction or mixed number. (5.NBT.3a) 

7.  thirty-eight thousandths ________________ __________________ 



8. Write the number seven tenths 
as… 

 a) fraction 

 b) decimal 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

9. Show work… 5,432 x 67 =  

_____________ 

10. Evaluate the expression 

   134.7 100=______________÷  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11. What is the expanded form of 1,000? 

 __________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

12. What is the standard form of 103 ? 

 __________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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Me and My Habits  
by ReadWorks  

 

 

The first thing I do every morning, before I stretch or get out of bed, is rub my 
eyes three times with closed fists. Then I get out of bed and tap my right big toe 
on the floor three times before walking to the bathroom to brush my teeth. 

It’s not that I enjoy the odd habits or anything. I’m just used to them, and 
they’re kind of a part of me. As I brush my teeth, I look at myself in the mirror. 
I like to inventory things about me that relate to my family. I have light green 
eyes and thick eyebrows like my dad’s, a short nose like my mom’s, and a ton 
of freckles, like my older brother Joey. If you look at my face closely, you will 
see that I am really not my own person. I’m just someone made up of the 
different parts of everyone else in my family. 



My friend Susanna says that’s kind of a morbid way of thinking about my life, 
but I don’t think she knows the correct way to use the word “morbid.” 

After I’m done brushing my teeth, I walk back to my bedroom, toe-to-heel, 
very slowly. Then I get dressed for school. We have to wear a uniform, so I wear 
the same thing every day: a blue and green plaid skirt with a navy blue polo 
shirt and black loafers. Susanna finds the uniform boring (she says it infringes 
on her self-identity), but I don’t mind it so much. It’s just one less thing I have 
to worry about in the morning. 

I eat the same thing for breakfast every day: oatmeal with bananas and a few 
spoonfuls of brown sugar. My mom prepares breakfast for Joey and me because 
our dad has usually already left for work by the time we’re ready for breakfast. 

Joey sits at the head of the table, and I sit at the foot of the table. He always 
reads the sports section of the newspaper, and I always get the front page. 

On the way to school, I buckle and unbuckle the seat belt two times. My mom 
doesn’t ever say anything, but my habit seems to really annoy Joey. 

“Rose, stop it!” he says, turning around to glare at me from the front seat. 

“Just ignore it!” I respond, and click once more. 

“Settle down, settle down,” Mom says. 

We are all quiet on the rest of the way to school. My mom says it takes her a 
while to wake up in the morning; otherwise she’d be chattier. I don’t mind 
though. It’s sometimes nice just to watch the streets go by out the car window, 
with the people walking along the sidewalks. We always listen to the same 
radio show, “The Darnell Owens Show,” whose emcees talk about movies. 
They especially love film noir. 

When we get to school, Joey slams the door behind him, and I reach between 
the front seats to give my mom a kiss good-bye. 

In school, I meet Susanna by our lockers. They’re right next to each other in a 
prime spot by our classroom, because Susanna complained to the principal 
that she didn’t feel comfortable “expressing herself” on the inside of her 



locker next to any other person in our grade. (Susanna’s dad is a lawyer, and 
her mom is an artist.) 

I open and close the locker three times before I reach inside to grab my books 
for social studies and math. 

Susanna is chattering on about this new painting she and her mom did in her 
mom’s studio when the long shadow of William Jones crosses over us. 

“Hey, freaks,” he says. 

Susanna and I glance at each other. 

“What do you want, William?” Susanna says defiantly. 

I’m always in such awe of her bravery. William started making fun of us when 
we were in first grade. That’s when my habit really picked up, and he noticed 
that I was tapping the doorway three times every time we left the classroom or 
sneezing three times, even when I didn’t have to. Well, Susanna started 
sticking up for me, which is how we became such great friends, but it only 
made things worse with William. Soon William started mimicking Susanna 
when she raised her hand to answer a question (which she did often), and 
mocking the way she walked, always with one hand on her hip. 

“Just wanted to say good morning. Just wanted to say good morning. Just 
wanted to say good morning,” he says, smiling and curling his lip. “Three 
times… Right, loser?” 

I shake my head and turn back to my locker, like what he says doesn’t hurt my 
feelings. I can’t help my habit—it just pops up when I least expect it. My mom 
says the people who make fun of me are ignorant, but she still takes me to see 
Dr. P. every week to try to help me get over my habit. 

“Doesn’t it get old?” Susanna asks. 

“Nope!” William bares his teeth at us and then walks into the classroom. 

“Just forget him,” Susanna says, patting me on the back. I’m glad Susanna is 
on my side. 

Joey and I take the bus home together after school. At the bus stop, Joey always 
gets off first. He’s supposed to wait for me to get off the bus before starting to 



walk home, but he rarely does. I end up walking a few yards behind him, 
watching his dirty backpack move up and down as he moves. 

Mom has a snack waiting for us when we get home—carrots and ranch 
dressing—and every day we have to eat it and then do our homework right 
away. Joey says he does his homework in his room, but he’s just playing video 
games. Mom lets him get away with it. 

I sit down at the kitchen table and pull my worksheets out of my backpack to 
start in on my math homework. Mom sits next to me, takes a carrot out of the 
plastic dish, and dips it in ranch. 

“How was school?” 

“It was okay. William was teasing me again.” Mom looks sad when I say this. 

“I’m sorry, sweetie. Things will get better,” she says. 

“I know,” I say. I do my homework and then go read in my room until it’s time 
for dinner. 

I wonder if I will ever “kick my habit,” as Dr. P. likes to say. Dr. P. thinks that 
my habit is something I can train myself to give up. She thinks that with a little 
bit of effort on my part and with lots of help from her, I can learn not to need 
my habit to feel comfortable. Most of the time, I believe her and even want to 
kick my habit. Maybe then, Joey wouldn’t be embarrassed of me, and William 
wouldn’t tease me. But without my habit, I don’t think that Susanna and I 
would have become friends. I also don’t think that I’d feel the same sense of 
happiness I feel when I touch things or do things three times. There’s 
something very back and forth about my relationship to my habit—I’m not 
sure I’m ready to give it up. Maybe someday in the future. 

“Rose, dinner!” Mom calls. 

I go to the bathroom, look at my face in the mirror, and wash my hands three 
times before going downstairs to eat. 
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1. Who is the narrator of this passage? 
 

A. William B. Rose  
C. Susanna  
D. Joey  

 
2. Rose describes her "odd habits" throughout the passage. Which habit does she do 
each morning before brushing her teeth?  
 

A. rubs her eyes and taps her right big toe on the floor three times  
B. eats three bowls of oatmeal and bananas for breakfast  
C. buckles and unbuckles the seat belt three times  
D. opens and closes her locker three times  

 
3. Rose shares a lot of information about Susanna, including things she has said, kind 
things she has done, and information about her life. Based on this, what conclusion can 
be made? 
 

 A. Rose and Susanna are the same age. 
 B. Rose and Susanna are close friends.  
 C. Rose and Susanna have a lot in common. 
 D. Rose and Susanna are strangers.  

 
4. Rose experiences some negative consequences because of her habits. Which detail 
from the text supports this conclusion?  
 

A. Rose's friend Susanna thinks Rose has a morbid way of thinking about her life. 
B. William Jones makes fun of Rose.  
C. Rose's mother reassures Rose that things will get better.  
D. Rose thinks she wouldn't be friends with Susanna without her habit.  
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5. What is this passage mainly about? 
 

A. an argument between two close siblings  
B. how the narrator's habits affect her life  
C. a friendship between two classmates  
D. a visit to the principal's office  

 
 
6. Read the following sentences: "I like to inventory things about me that relate to my 

family. I have light green eyes and thick eyebrows like my dad's, a short nose like my 
mom's, and a ton of freckles, like my older brother Joey." As used in the passage, 
what does the word "inventory" mean?  

 
A. to ignore  
B. to criticize  
C. to make a list of  
D. to learn about  

 
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. Rose thinks that if she 

kicked her habits, maybe Joey wouldn't be embarrassed of her and William wouldn't 
tease her. ___________, she also thinks that without her habit, she wouldn't have 
become friends with Susanna or feel the same sense of happiness she feels when 
she touches things or does things three times. 

 
A. In conclusion  
B. However  
C. Frequently  
D. So  
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8. How have Rose's habits affected her relationship with her brother Joey? Use 
evidence from the passage to support your answer.  
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
9. According to Rose, how did she and Susanna become great friends?  
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
10. At the end of the passage, Rose concludes, "There's something very back and forth 
about my relationship to my habit." Explain why Rose says this by using evidence from 
the text. 
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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On the first of December 1955, the African American seamstress Rosa Parks 
helped change the course of history on a city bus. Rosa boarded the bus after a 
day’s work at a Montgomery, Alabama, department store. She settled towards 
the middle, past the first several rows, which at that time were reserved for 
white people. After making a few stops, the bus became full. Then a white man 
boarded, but there was nowhere for him to sit. The driver ordered Rosa and the 
rest of the black passengers in her row to stand at the back of the bus and let 
the white man sit. In an act of defiance that would help intensify the American 
Civil Rights Movement, Rosa refused to give up her spot. 

For violating the laws of segregation, referred to as the “Jim Crow laws” 
(which were meant to keep white people and black people separate), Rosa was 
arrested and fined. Her refusal to move was a quiet and simple action, but she 
took an enormous risk that evening. She also became a hero and an inspiration 
to people all over the nation who were fighting for racial equality, including Dr. 



Martin Luther King, Jr., a young minister who would soon become a major civil 
rights leader. In response to Rosa’s arrest, blacks in the city of Montgomery 
boycotted the public bus system for more than a year. Like her, they had had 
enough of being treated like second-class citizens. The Monday after Rosa’s 
arrest, most black commuters walked to where they needed to go—some 
traveling more than 20 miles. 

In her autobiography, Rosa Parks: My Story, Rosa writes of that day on the bus: 

People always say that I didn't give up my seat because I was tired, but 
that isn't true. I was not tired physically, or no more tired than I usually 
was at the end of a working day. I was not old, although some people 
have an image of me as being old then. I was forty-two. No, the only 
tired I was, was tired of giving in. 

Finally, in November of 1956, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Jim Crow 
laws that kept blacks and whites segregated were unconstitutional. Rosa Parks 
had challenged the law and shown people far beyond her own town how cruel 
and unjust segregation could be, and she had won. The boycott ended more 
than a month later, when the Montgomery buses were integrated, but the 
resistance to racial prejudice did not stop there. Rosa and the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, as it has come to be known, sparked a series of nonviolent mass 
protests in support of civil rights. One woman’s strength and commitment to 
change helped fuel a movement. Sometimes that is all it takes. 
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1. Why was Rosa Parks ordered to give up her seat on the bus?  

A. because the driver disliked her  
B. because she wasn't allowed to sit  
C. so that a black man could sit  
D. so that a white man could sit  

 
2. The cause of Rosa Parks' arrest was her refusal to give up her bus seat. What was a 
direct effect of her arrest?  

A. blacks in Montgomery boycotted the public bus system  
B. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. became a civil rights leader  
C. the U.S. Supreme Court ruled segregation unconstitutional  
D. Rosa Parks showed Americans that segregation was wrong  

 
3. Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat because she was tired of accepting 
unjust treatment. What evidence from the passage supports this conclusion? 

 A. "Rosa Parks had challenged the law and shown people far beyond her own town 
how cruel and unjust segregation could be, and she had won." 

 B. "Rosa and the Montgomery Bus Boycott, as it has come to be known, sparked a 
series of nonviolent mass protests in support of civil rights."  

C. "The Monday after Rosa's arrest, most black commuters walked to where they 
needed to go-some more than 20 miles."  

D. "'People always say that I didn't give up my seat because I was tired, but that isn't 
true. No, the only tired I was, was tired of giving in.'"  

 
 
4. How can Rosa Parks best be described?  
A. tired  
B. brave  
C. smart  
D. sad  
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5. What is this passage mostly about?  
A. how Rosa Parks helped start the civil rights movement  
B. the unjust segregation laws called the "Jim Crow laws"  
C. the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
D. Rosa Parks' autobiography, Rosa Parks: My Story  
 
6. Read the following sentences: "The driver ordered Rosa and the rest of the black 
passengers in her row to stand at the back of the bus to let the white man sit. In an act 
of defiance that would help intensify the American Civil Rights Movement, Rosa refused 
to give up her spot." As used in this sentence, what does "defiance" mean?  
A. act of stopping something from happening 
B. permission to do something  
C. refusal to obey someone or something  
D. act of accepting the authority of someone  
 
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. The bus driver ordered 
Rosa Parks to give up her seat, _____ she refused to move. A. so  
B. but  
C. after 
 D. like  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: ___________________________ 
 

WAMI Activity Day 8 
5th Grade 

 
8. What were the laws of segregation meant to do?  
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
9. What were the effects of the Montgomery Bus Boycott?  
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
10. How did Rosa Parks become "a hero and an inspiration to people all over the 
nation who were looking for racial equality"? 
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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Mixed Review 

1. How many times greater is the value of the digit 5 in 583,607 than the value of 
the digit 5 in 362,501? (5.NBT.1) 

A.   10 times 

B.    100 times 

C.    1,000 times 

D.    10,000 times 

  

2. What is $25.78 rounded to the nearest dollar? (5.NBT.4) 

 A.   $25.00 B.  $26.00 C.  $27.00 D.  $30.00 

3.   What is 923.12 + 76.3 = ___________? (5.NBT.7) 

 A.   999.15 B.   999.42 C.  775 D.  930.75 

4.   In which number does the 8 have a value that is 1/10 the value of the 8 in 
5,982? (5.NBT.1) 

 A. 5.982 B.  2,389 C.  106,598            D.  95,897 

5.   What is 9 x 104 ? (5.NBT.2) 

 A. 900 B.   9,000 C.  90,000 D.  900,000 



Show work. 

6.   2,235 x 42 = __________________  

  

  

  

  

Show work. 

7.  3,426 32 = _______________÷  

Show work. 

8. 69 x 98 = ______________ 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Show work. 

9. 93.5 – 65.39 = _______________ 
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A Change In Thinking 

 

Back in the 1770s, many of the people in the British colonies of North America 
had come to resent the rule of the British government. One major issue was 
that they didn't appreciate being taxed without having any of their own 
representatives in the British government. These tensions boiled over in the 
violent and tragic event known as the Boston Massacre. The incident involved 
angry Bostonians confronting British soldiers. After all was said and done, five 
people were left dead. 

In time, the anger over the Boston Massacre died down. The British 
government didn’t do anything new to upset the American colonists. For the 
most part, American colonists tried not to upset the British government. 
Therefore the next three years were mostly calm. 

 

 In the early 1770s, colonists’ feelings toward London and Britain itself were changing. 

Still, the way many colonists thought about Britain was changing. A country 
that sets up colonies in other lands is often called the mother country. That’s 
what most colonists had always called England, or Britain. Even those who had 
never been there called Britain home. 



The British described their relationship with the colonies the same way. Prime 
Minister William Pitt once said, “This is the mother country, they are the 
children. They must obey, and we prescribe [set the rules].” 

But children grow up. They learn to do things for themselves. They gain 
confidence. They need to do things their own way. Eventually, they live on their 
own. Independently. 

After the Boston Massacre, some colonists wondered whether that time had 
come. This change in thinking happened slowly. At first only a few felt that 
way. Most colonists wanted to stay in the British Empire. They were loyal to 
their king. They just thought it was time for the British government to stop 
making rules for them. 

A small number of colonists talked about going further. They believed that they 
could only keep their liberties by breaking away from Britain. The colonies, 
they believed, must become independent. 

 

 Sam Adams wanted the colonies to be independent of Great Britain. 

Sam Adams 

Sam Adams of Boston was one of the colonists who believed in independence. 
Adams came from an important Boston family. 

In 1765, at the time of the Stamp Act, Adams helped to organize the Sons of 
Liberty. He was one of the leaders in the boycotts against British goods. 

From that time forward, Adams worked to convince others that it was time to 
separate from Great Britain. In newspaper articles he told colonists to stand up 



against Britain for their rights. “The liberties of our country . . . are worth 
defending at all risks,” he wrote. It would be a “disgrace” to allow our 
freedoms to be taken away “from us by violence, without a struggle, or be 
cheated out of them by tricks . . .” 

After the Boston Massacre, Adams and others in Boston created a way to alert 
colonists if (or when) the British government threatened their liberties again. 
In 1772, they set up a Committee of Correspondence. 

Correspondence means “an exchange of letters.” If the British again took away 
any “rights of Englishmen,” committee members would immediately send 
letters across Massachusetts with the news. 

The idea spread quickly to other colonies. Soon there was a great network of 
Committees of Correspondence. They could get news out quickly within each 
colony and from one colony to another. 

Of course these committees didn’t put away their quill pens and paper and wait 
for the next conflict. They wrote to each other often. Little by little, the idea of 
independence spread throughout the colonies. Those who wanted 
independence were still in the minority. But what would happen if the British 
government threatened their liberties once again? 
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Use the article “A Change is Thinking” and write a summary of the information.  Be sure 
to use text evidence, clear details, factual information, and complete sentences.  We will 
be looking for information that is written as organized thoughts. You must use capital 
letters and correct punctuation.  
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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The wind is starting to blow stronger, and when you’re riding in a basket under 
a hot air balloon, just 400 feet above ground, that’s not necessarily a good 
thing. Keith Rodriguez looks to the horizon and squints. He had planned to 
take off from Scioto Downs, a horse racetrack south of Columbus, Ohio, fly a 
few miles north, and land his balloon in a barren cornfield next to his pickup 
truck. 

Then the wind changed. Instead of a light breeze from the south, now 
Rodriguez’s bright red balloon is getting hit by stronger, colder winds headed 
west. He has plenty of propane fuel in his tank—he probably could ride the 
wind halfway to Pennsylvania. But that would be dangerous. Rodriguez’s 
choice of landing sites just became very limited. As the balloon switches 
direction and floats east, everything below becomes a wide carpet of suburban 
sprawl—big-box stores, major highways, and strip malls. Beyond the stores lie 
forests. 



The only factor in Rodriguez’s favor is that it’s early, just after 7 a.m. The 
highways are filling up with people driving to work, but otherwise the morning 
is quiet and still. 

“Oh boy,” Rodriguez thinks. “If I don’t land, like now, this could get bad.” 

The balloon has no propeller or engine, so Rodriguez can’t change direction on 
his own—he’s entirely dependent on the wind. The only thing he controls is 
altitude. He does this by changing the air temperature inside the balloon. 

Sitting on the floor of the wicker gondola are three tanks of liquid propane. The 
tanks are connected via black rubber hoses to two burners overhead. Each 
burner is nearly as big as Rodriguez’s head. Rodriguez turns a knob on one side 
of the burners. This releases propane from a tank into the heating coil, where 
the liquid propane is heated to a gas and mixed with the air. Then the mixture 
is ignited by a pilot light. The mixture catches fire, and flames leap two feet 
high into the balloon. 

The balloon rises. Rodriguez has a plan in mind. The flame heats the air inside 
the nylon balloon. This works on a simple principle: hot air is lighter than cold 
air. One cubic foot of air weighs about an ounce. If you heat that air by 100 
degrees Fahrenheit, its weight drops by about 7 grams. This means every cubic 
foot of heated air inside Rodriguez’s balloon can lift about 7 grams. Just by 
himself, Rodriguez weighs 170 pounds, which equals about 77,110 grams. That 
means he needs about 11,016 cubic feet of hot air just to raise his own body off 
the ground. This is why hot air balloons are so big—they must trap 
tremendous amounts of heated air. Rodriguez’s balloon is a common size, 
trapping about 100,000 cubic feet of air. The balloon is 80 feet tall and 60 feet 
wide. As Rodriguez gives his short burst of flame, the air inside swirls in 
complicated, invisible patterns. 

To drop in altitude, Rodriguez can pull a cord attached to a parachute valve at 
the very top of the balloon. Since the hottest air sits at the top, this releases the 
balloon’s most buoyant air, which makes the balloon descend. 

Rodriguez gives the cord a short pull, and the gondola drops a little. 

“I don’t have an altimeter, and I can’t really see anything happening inside the 
balloon,” Rodriguez thinks. “I have to pilot by feel.” 



Pushed by the wind, the balloon is flying quickly now. It’s floating over the 
back wall of a supermarket when Rodriguez grabs hold of the parachute valve 
cord and gives it a long, hard tug. The balloon drops. Quickly. The hot air 
balloon is sinking, but still flying forward. 

It looks as though it’s about to slam into the edge of the supermarket’s roof, 
but it sails over it, with only about 15 feet to spare. Still, Rodriguez does not let 
go of the cord. He drops and drops, right between the light poles of the nearly 
empty parking lot. Just a few feet above the ground, Rodriguez releases the 
parachute cord, turns the knob above his head and fires both burners. The 
steep descent slows. The gondola touches lightly against the asphalt, and then 
drags to a stop. There are only two people in the parking lot, standing near the 
entrance to the store. They look toward the balloon, their eyes and mouths 
open wide in shock. 

“That was a little closer than I expected,” Rodriguez says to himself, laughing. 
“I really needed to land quick.” 
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Use the article “Adventure on a Hot Air Balloon” to answer the following questions.  
 

1. The only thing Keith Rodriquez controls in his hot air balloon is altitude.  How 
does he control the balloon’s altitude? 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

2. What property of propane does Rodriquez change using the burner? Support 
your answer with evidence from the text. 

 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Write a summary of the text. Be specific, use details, show your knowledge of 
properties and states of matter. 

 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Amy wants to know if the sugar found in honey, milk, sugarcane, and apples are the same. To 
find this out, she chemically removed the sugar from each food and recorded the properties of 
the sugars in Table 1.  
 
Table 1 Characteristic properties of sugar in different foods  

Source of Sugar 
Sample 

Density of Sugar  Solubility in Water  Melting Point  

Honey  1.69 g/cm3 Yes 103 Celcius  

Milk  1.53 g/cm3 Yes 202 C 

Sugar Cane 1.59 g/cm3 Yes 186 C 

Apple 1.70 g/cm3 Yes 103 C 

 
1. Using the back of this paper create 2 plot graphs using the data above.  

Showing:  
A. Source of Sugar Sample and Density  
B. Source of Sugar Sample and Melting Point  

● Label Each Axis, Give Your Graph a Title 
  
       2. Communicate Information: In the space below analyze the data the Amy has collected. 
Write about any patterns that you notice between Density and Melting Point.  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 



3. Analyze and Interpret Data: Which two sugars are likely to be the most similar and why? Use 
specific information from the data provided.  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 


