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ndover eCademy
students get “All the Best
Parts of School.” Andover
eCademy is a K-12 virtual
school that enables students
to take ownership of their
learning. Students may work
guickly through the areas they
understand, take their time in
areas that need extra attention,
and put an emphasis on subjects
that interest them most. Some
of the state’s top teachers
work with eCademy families
through our blended learning

‘ Our kids were kind of
bored in their traditional

school. They weren’t
being challenged enough.
But with eCademy, we can

put an emphasis on the
subjects they are interested
in, like science and robotics,
and music. With its
personalized learning, my
kids love to learn again!”
— Parent of eCademy
Elementary School students

environment, combining the benefits of the virtual and
traditional classrooms. Blended learning enhances
online learning with opportunities for labs, clubs, field
trips, and other face-to-face cooperative learning.
eCademy also eliminates many situations that might
interfere with your child’s education. This combination
of benefits has proven to create an environment that

leads to a natural love for learning.
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Why Does Andover
eCademy Stand Out?

Differences that set Andover eCademy
apart from other virtual schools will
benefit your student.

* BLENDED LEARNING ENVIRONMENT our approach enables them to teach more
eCademy has actual brick-and-mortar in one-on-one settings and provide more
classrooms where students can come and personal attention. That attention extends
take partin regular group lectures and to our students’ parents/learning coaches
activities led by our teachers. These face- as well.

to-face sessions help augment the online
learning with hands-on labs, field trips and * TOP CURRICULUM

other cooperative learning activities, while eCademy provides a curriculum regarded
also providing students opportunities for as the best availahle. It is known for
social interaction. engaging students and encouraging
their desire for further exploration. This
* PART OF THE USD 385 ANDOVER curriculum meets College and Career
SCHOOL DISTRICT Readiness Standards, and embeds these
The award-winning Andover school district standards into each lesson.
is one of the top districts in the state and
well known for graduating high-achieving, * ACADEMIC SUCCESS
well-rounded students. eCademy students consistently perform
above local, state and national averages
* OUTSTANDING ON-SITE TEACHERS in assessment reports. The academic
eCademy attracts accredited teachers who honors and college scholarships earned by
are technology-oriented and progressive eCademy students show their success has
in applying the most modern educational no limitations.

technigues and systems. Many of our
teachers chose to join eCademy because
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Why Students Excel
at eCademy

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE: Students can perform
their schoolwork on a schedule that fits their
family’s needs. They can also spend more time
on difficult lessons, or work quickly through
subjects learned easily. This flexihility also
allows students opportunities to succeed in and
out of the classroom. For instance eCademy
students have been involved in gymnastics,
equestrian competitions, acting and other
activities that require daytime involvement.
Although eCademy students are allowed a
flexible schedule, deadlines are assigned for
lessons and tests to ensure standards are
maintained.

TEACHER SUPPORT: Andover eCademy ‘

teachers are all highly qualified and

Kansas certified. Teachers monitor student
progress and proactively interact with
students and parents. They provide weekly
live lessons and work to motivate and
encourage students. Teachers are available
for guestions and support via phone, Skype,
message boards, email, and face-to-face
interaction.

TECHNOLOGY: A full-size laptop computer
is available to each student for accessing
their online lessons and completing
assignments.

VIRTUAL SESSIONS: Teachers meet with
students weekly to provide educational support,
prepare students for state and other curriculum
assessments, and to supplement the
curriculum with engaging, interactive lessons.

IN-HOUSE DAYS: Teachers hold regular
in-house sessions that provide students
opportunities for face-to-face interaction with
teachers and other students. These sessions
are used for classroom presentations/lectures,
interactive activities, science labs, writing
workshops, field trips, and social events.

VIRTUAL OPTIONS: Because eCademy
students live throughout Kansas, not all
students are ahle to participate in our
in-house activities. For these students,
eCademy offers virtual sessions in most
secondary courses, as well as multiple
sessions each week for elementary level
students. Virtual options are typically
provided for the in-house activities,
intervention strategies, and Special
Education services.

My son is learning to speak
Japanese, does extended
studies of social studies and

science on his own, and is doing
wonderfully. Plus, since he is

not spending eight hours a day
worried about how to handle social
situations with classmates, he is
able to focus on learning.”

— Parent of eCademy Middle
School student

ENRICHMENT: For students interested in
the arts, science, technology, sports and
other extracurricular activities, eCademy
helps connect students with their home
district schools for participation.

COLLEGE CREDITS: High school students
have the opportunity to enrall in college
courses for dual credit for both high school
and college. It is even possible for a student
to take enough college coursework to earn
an Associates Degree while still attending
eCademy.
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eCademy Prepares
Parents for Success, Too!

As a learning coach, you get to be
part of your child’s success story.
Most parents considering home
school for their children question
whether they themselves are up to
the challenge. However, if you are
committed to your child’s success,
eCademy can provide everything you
need to lead your child successfully
through his education.

ORIENTATION: All parents/learning coaches
are required to attend an orientation session,
where they are taken step-by-step through
the eCademy process. This vital session will
provide answers to all your questions.

WORKSHOPS: Held periodically throughout
the school year, these sessions address timely
issues and offer tips and ideas for getting
students through skills they may have trouble
mastering.

DIRECT ACCESS TO TEACHERS: Teachers
are available to answer questions and address
your concerns via phone call, email, or personal
appointment.

ECADEMY MANUAL: Everything from how to
use the technology to state requirements is
covered in this all-inclusive manual.

ONLINE SUPPORT: eCademy provides many
online learning/teaching resources.

I can’t say it has been easy,
but it has been one of the

best decisions I’'ve made. |
feel like I have a partnership
with eCademy. They’ve truly
invested in my child’s success.
Her teacher communicates
with me daily. She is available
when we need help in teaching

and for encouragement.”
— Parent of eCademy
Elementary school student
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As your student progresses,
your role transitions:

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: Each elementary
school student must have an at-home “Learning
Coach” that provides daily teaching/instruction
and follows student progress closely. eCademy
teachers work closely with learning coaches

to answer questions, provide teaching tips and
advice, and help solve any issues that arise.
Learning coaches are also provided a copy of the
Learning Coach Guide that takes them through
every step of teaching a lesson. In other words,
eCademy supports our learning coaches every
step of the way.

MIDDLE SCHOOL: At this level, parents take
on arole of “Learning Mentor.” They still monitor
student activity and progress, but much of the
instruction is provided by the online curriculum.

HIGH SCHOOL: At this level, students largely
proceed with studies on their own. They have
direct access to eCademy teachers for questions
and instruction. Parents serve in a “Learning
Advisor” role by monitoring schedules, progress,
and advising students how to find resources.



Frequently Asked Questions
about eCademy

A:

>0

A:

What does “virtual education” mean at
eCademy?

Students and their learning coaches receive
instruction and have access to lessons and
course assessments online.

: What does “blended environment” mean?
: eCademy provides a comhination of virtual

and traditional education. Students receive
most lessons and instruction online. In
addition, we have in-house days in which
students can come to a brick-and-mortar
classroom for in-person interaction with
teachers and other students. This blend
exposes students to the best parts of both
styles of education.

I don’t have a degree in teaching. What kind
of help can I expect as my child’s learning
coach?

eCademy provides an orientation session and
a Learning Coach Guide with step-by-step
instructions on how to teach each lesson.
eCademy teachers are available to answer
any questions, provide teaching tips and offer
ideas for motivation and encouragement.
Never hesitate to contact the eCademy
teachers. eCademy also holds regular
workshops for learning coaches, and provides
online resources for tips and ideas.

Q: Can I check on my child’s progress online?
A:

Yes, you can log in 24/7 and monitor your
student’s grades and progress with lessons.

Q: How flexible is the schedule?

A:

Through eCademy, families often are able

to complete daily lessons in less time than
they would in a traditional schoaol, Ieaving
more time for enrichment, field trips, social
opportunities and family activities. From time
to time, families may even take a break from
daily lessons. However, eCademy requires
lessons and assessments to be accomplished
in a specific time frame. This helps students
maintain a regular education routine and
“keep up with the rest of the class.”

Q: Do | have to provide a computer for my
child?

A: No. eCademy has laptop computers
available for any student to check out
upon payment of a deposit. We also have
an on-site technology director to ensure
any tech issues can be resolved quickly.

Q: We don’t live near Andover and | can’t
bring my child to all the in-house
sessions. Are there any options?

A: Yes. eCademy can arrange virtual
options for students unable to attend in-
house opportunities.

Q: My child is interested in sports and
music. Are those available?

A: For students who want to participate in
enrichment activities such as athletics,
the arts, and science/technology,
eCademy will help facilitate participation
at your home district public school.

Q: What types of clubs and school
activities are available?

A: Arts and Crafts club for elementary
school, Photography Club for middle
school, and Book Club for high school are
just some of the extracurricular activities
in which eCademy students participate.
For a current list, visit andoverecademy.
org.

Q: How does a virtual school take field
trips?

A: As part of in-house activities, teachers
sometimes plan field trips to places such
as the Sedgwick County Zoo, Exploration
Place, Old Cowtown, and other museums.
These are excellent opportunities for
students to socialize with their peers
while learning outside the classroom.
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Several eCademy families in Derby, Kansas formed
a co-op to help each other with teaching ideas,
social opportunities, field trips and carpooling.

There’s No Such Thing as a
Typical eCademy Family.

One eCademy student is a gymnast who competes Every year, eCademy students achieve

throughout the nation. One family has a child with successes they may not have experienced
medical issues requiring daily treatments. One in traditional schools. The tailored attention,
student excels in mathematics and wants to work Individual Education Plans, personalized
ahead. One student needs to work and wants to instruction and encouragement students
start earning a college degree. One family wants to receive from their learning coaches and
be able to spend more time together. teachers often unlock strengths that were
waiting to emerge, and help them build up
There are many reasons why families all over skills in weak areas.
Kansas enroll their children in Andover eCademy
virtual school, but they all have a few things in Best of all, the students really like being part
common. of eCademy! The virtual experience often
takes away stressors and distractions that
* eCademy families desire for their children limit students’ successes. The educational
to be inspired by their education, molding experience becomes a joy, and our students

explorers with a zest for achievement. discover a love of learning.

= eCademy families are highly involved in
their children’s education. When it’s a
priority at home, it becomes a priority for

life. After testing showed that my son was

* eCademy families appreciate being gifted, rather than challenged, we
deeply involved in each other’s lives on a enrolled him in eCademy. Now he’s taking
daily basis. advanced classes with challenge work,
and working a grade ahead in math. He
and | are excited that he’ll be able to take
courses he excels in at a college level.”

— Parent of eCademy High School student
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Try Us Out!

You and your child can even give eCademy
a “test drive” to see how well it fits you!

* Shadow another student

» Attend an Orientation Session

* Speak with Teachers or
eCademy Parents

If you would like to preview
Andover eCademy virtual school,
please contact us:

Andover eCademy
1413 N. Main, Andover, KS 67002

316.218.4470
andoverecademy.org

‘ ‘ | wanted a stronger
home/work relationship

with my kids, and |
wanted to be more
involved and connected
to their learning
experience. eCademy
enabled both.”

— Parent of eCademy
Elementary School student



