
Catoosa High School
2000 S. Cherokee St. Catoosa, OK 74015 (918) 266-8619

Dear CHS Parents and Students,
	
	 The Catoosa High School English Department is initiating a yearly Summer 
Reading Program.  This program will require that all high school students read at 
least one novel over summer break.  Such a program helps students practice and 
maintain reading skills while promoting a broader literary perspective.

	 Students will be assigned a literary selection (or selections) related to the 
focus of their upcoming 2014-2015 English course.  The chosen book (or books) 
MUST be read, and the reading packet MUST be completed during the summer 
vacation.  Completion of the selection(s) will be evaluated with some form of 
assessment within the first two weeks of school.  Assessments will vary by class, 
but may include essays, tests, presentations, discussions, or other types of 
writing assignments.  

	 As an English Department, we feel the implementation of a yearly Summer 
Reading Program will benefit our students in multiple ways.  The faculty and 
administration of Catoosa High School want to be as proactive as possible in 
providing our students opportunities that other districts have shown to be 
beneficial. We feel that the Summer Reading Program supports our main priority, 
which is to help students prepare for success after high school in their chosen 
endeavors.

	 The Summer Reading Program information will be sent home in paper 
format and will also be available on the Catoosa website.

Sincerely,

English Department
Catoosa High School

Return this signed document to your English teacher on the first day of school:

Student Name (print): ____________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _________________________________________________________



Summer Reading Assignments by grade level:
All novels will be available at the Catoosa High School Library, Catoosa 
Public Library, and Tulsa Public Library.  Each title can be found at most 
major book stores, used book stores, and can be found online.  

Freshmen:
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Pre-AP must also read Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

Sophomores:
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
Pre-AP must also read A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen

Juniors:
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
AP must also read Walden by Henry David Thoreau

Seniors:
1984 by George Orwell
AP must also read Brave New World by Aldous Huxley and How to 
Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster



SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

NAME: __________________________________________________   DATE: _________
This assignment MUST be completed for your book by the second day of school, 
August 13th, to prepare you for an assignment your English teacher will be 
giving you after classes resume in the fall. Be specific with your answers and feel 
free to expand your response on notebook paper if there is insufficient space on 
the document provided here. 

PLEASE NOTE: Failure to complete this  assignment packet, participate during  
in-class discussions, or to complete exams and writing assignments based on the 
novel(s) you read will have a negative impact on your first 9 weeks grade.

1. Write the title of your book and the author in the blanks below.
    
     ___________________________________ by ___________________________________

2. Divide your novel reading into roughly three parts and please choose what you 
consider to be the most important piece of text from each section of the book. 
These should be exact words you felt stood out for some reason (i.e., it 
connected with you on a personal level, it was important to the main 

     idea(s) of the book, it was creative in its wording, etc.) Copy the quotes below 
     and briefly explain the reason why you chose each as a significant passage. 
     Place your proper MLA citation in the provided parentheses.     
     If you do not have previous experience with MLA formatting, you may refer to 
     https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ for examples.

	 Text #1:

             ___________________________________________________________________

             ___________________________________________________________________

             ___________________________________________________________________

             _____________________________________________(                                         )

              Reason: 
             
              ___________________________________________________________________  

              __________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________

              ___________________________________________________________________

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


              Text #2:
            
              __________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________

             _____________________________________________(                                         )              

	 Reason: 
             
              __________________________________________________________________  

              __________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________

	   Text #3:
              
              __________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________

              _____________________________________________(                                         )

   
              Reason: 
             
              __________________________________________________________________  

              __________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________



3. Please write a short, one paragraph summary (5-6 sentences) of your book. 
This should be an original paragraph written by you, not copied from the back 
of the book or from any other source.

   
     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________
    
     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

4. Did you like your book?  Answer the prompt by writing a short, 5-7 sentence 
response using specific reasons as to why you did or why you didn’t.

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________  

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

5. If the book had gone more chapter, what do you think would have happened or 
	 what topic do you think would have been presented? Explain.

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________



     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________  

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

6. Consider the topic of your book. What connections can you find between the 
     issues in your book and your life, current events and/or historical events?    
     Find an outside source (newspaper article, magazine article, television news 
     report, etc.) to use as evidence for one of the connections that you list in your 
     response. Create a properly formatted MLA citation for your source. If you do 
     not have previous experience with MLA formatting, you may refer to 
     https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ for examples.

  Response:     
     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________  

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

      ________________________________________________________________________

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


    MLA Citation:

     ________________________________________________________________________
	
     ________________________________________________________________________

7. Briefly discuss a life lesson or something you learned or realized about yourself 
     after reading the book.

     ___________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________
   
     ___________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________

    ___________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________



FAQs

Why do we have to do this?

	 Did you know that summer reading can improve:

• Reading ability

• Writing ability

• Vocabulary

• Grammar

• Test Scores

• Overall enjoyment of reading

	 All of these skills are vital to your overall success in 
	 school and beyond.

Where do I get the books?

	 The Catoosa High School Media Center has copies of all the 
	 books. You may check them out anytime before the last day 
	 of school.

	 The Catoosa Public Library has copies of the required 
	 texts. There is no charge to check out the books, but you 
	 must have a valid library card to do so.

	 You may purchase e-texts or audio versions for download at: 
	 amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com, or audible.com 

	 You can purchase a copy at: 

	 	 Barnes & Noble 8620 E. 71st St. or 5231 E. 41st St.

	 Used copies of the books may also be available at:

	 	 Gardner’s Used Books & Tapes 4421 S. Mingo Rd.



What books are we reading?

	 ENGLISH I - The Book Thief

	 Pre-AP ENGLISH I - The Book Thief & Fahrenheit 451

	 ENGLISH II - The Kite Runner

	 Pre-AP ENGLISH II - The Kite Runner & A Doll’s House

	 ENGLISH III - Into the Wild

	 AP ENGLISH III - Into the Wild & Walden

	 ENGLISH IV - 1984

	 AP ENGLISH IV - 1984 & Brave New World

Why do AP and Pre-AP students have to read two books?

	 The basic novel reading is required for ALL incoming 
	 students. The additional novel required for Pre-AP &  AP 
	 students will allow students enrolled in these higher level 
	 courses the opportunity to develop the important skill of 
	 comparative analysis, which is vital to the successful 
	 completion of the AP exam.

Why are we reading these titles?

	 The book selections for each grade are award-winning titles 
	 which have been extensively reviewed and were carefully 
	 considered by a committee of highly qualified educators. 
	 Each grade level selection is centered 	on a theme that 
	 will be woven throughout the upcoming literature courses. 
	 Freshmen will read books that promote the theme of 
	 censorship, sophomores will read books that explore family 
	 traditions around the world, juniors will read books that 
	 have Transcendentalist ideas and values as their basis and 
	 seniors will read books that focus on dystopian societies.



Do I still have to do this if I enroll late?

	 Students who enroll over the summer or after school begins, 
	 WILL be required to participate in the Summer Reading 
	 Program, but will have additional time to complete the 
	 assignment. Students who register late 	will receive a copy 
	 of the Summer Reading Assignment Packet and an Extension 
	 Coupon from the Counselor’s Office. The Extension Coupon 
	 should be filled out and given to the English teacher on 
	 the second day of school. The completed assignment as well 
	 as any quizzes and/or tests administered by the instructors 
	 must be submitted by the last day of the 1st Quarter, 
	 October 10th. 	


