
 

 

Helen Paul Learning Center has been 
honored with the award of Great 
Expectations’ Model School for the 2014-
2015 school year.  Great Expectations (GE) 
is a professional development program that 

provides teachers and administrators with 
the skills needed to create harmony and 

excitement within the school atmosphere; 
elements that are basic for inspiring students to 

pursue academic excellence.  GE creates an infrastructure that promotes 
improved student self-esteem, attendance, discipline, and student 
participation - all of which result in improved academic achievement.  
Drawing from many learning theories, professional development is 
grounded in the belief that all students can learn. 
 
The Great Expectations’ teacher training program encompasses the very 
best of what is known about teaching and learning today.  The training is 
structured to provide insight and practical application skills necessary to 
assist students in becoming self-directed learners, productive citizens, 
effective communicators, critical thinkers, and cooperative contributors in 
the classroom as well as in society. 
 
Characteristics of Great Expectations’ Teachers include: 
*They understand it is their responsibility to reach every student. 
*They understand that building self-esteem and motivation is the key to 
helping students believe they are capable of learning. 
*They set high expectations for students. 
*They inspire and motivate students to reach upward to attain 
expectations. 
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*They create a climate of mutual respect that empowers students to take 
necessary risks to grow academically, and to be willing to make a few 
mistakes in order to do so. 
*They recognize student’s mistakes as opportunities to learn. 
*They value and appreciate students’ ideas and efforts. 
*They are facilitators of learning who encourage and believe in their 
students. 
*They care for their students and require excellence in every detail. 
*They provide an atmosphere of constant encouragement and affirmation. 
*They teach mastery level and beyond by encouraging students to use their 
imaginative and creative abilities. 
 
Helen Paul Learning Center houses Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten, and 
First Grade Students. 
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