
Q1 (8/11/2011-10/14/2011)

Content/Concept

CHARACTERS WITH CHARACTER 
Students build on their knowledge of the medieval time period, first introduced to them as fourth graders. (Note that basic informational and 
picture books are provided to build the necessary background knowledge for understanding of this unit.) texts are set in Byzantium, England, 
France, Korea, or Africa. While the historical time period is secondary to the focus on characterization, historical accuracies and creative 
license are considered. Students discuss how elements of a story interact, practice citing textual evidence, and formalize a process for 
determining word meanings. This unit ends with an informative/explanatory essay in response to the essential question.

Terminology:
-Characterization
-Dialogue
-Monologue
-Plot
-Protagonist
-Setting (historical)

Guiding Questions

-How does an author's use of literary elements enhance a story and its theme?
-How does the plot of the story help hold the reader's interest?
-How do stories from other times relate to me?
-From whose view point are we reading?
-What is the narrator's perspective?
-How do I identify the author's point of view?
-How do character's motives affect the outcome of the story?
-Why is the setting of the story import to the plot?
-How does the conflict affect the characters of the story?
-How do my personal experiences and background knowledge help to make meaning of the text?
-Where was that person&rsquo;s place in the feudal system?
-What was his or her economic status?
-Where did the character live, and why?
-What did the character&rsquo;s parents do, and what does this mean for the character?
-What was that character&rsquo;s context? What was happening in the world?
-What was a typical day like for this person?

Skills

See attached State Standards and Common Core

State Standards

Oklahoma: Priority Academic Student Skills: Language Arts: Grade 7: A, A.1, A.1.1, A.2.3, A.2.4, A.2.5, A.3, A.3.1, A.3.1.a, A.3.1.a.1, 
A.3.1.a.2, A.3.1.b, A.3.1.c, A.3.2, A.3.2.a, A.3.2.b, A.3.3, A.3.3.a, A.3.3.b, A.3.3.c, A.3.3.d, A.3.4, A.3.4.a, A.3.4.b, A.3.5.b, A.3.5.c, A.4, 
A.4.1.b, A.4.2, A.4.2.d, A.4.3, A.4.3.a, A.5.1.b, A.5.2.e, B, B.1, B.1.7, B.1.8, B.2.5, B.2.5.a, B.2.5.b, B.2.5.c, D.1

Common Core

NGA Center/CCSSO: Common Core State Standards: College- and Career-Readiness Standards and K-12 English Language Arts: Grade 7 
English Language Arts: RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.9, RI.7.1, W.7.3, SL.7.1, SL.7.1.a, SL.7.1.b, L.7.4, L.7.4.a, L.7.4.c

Assessments

-Character to Character Narrative
-Grammar (clauses, phrases, correct use of commas)worksheets, tests and quizzes
-Character response journal
-Argumentative paper in response to the prompt &ldquo;Are characters born brave, or is courage developed by facing fears?&rdquo; 
-Vocabulary activities and written assessments 
-Reading Comprehension outline for several texts
-Informative paper in response to the prompt &ldquo;What makes characters in historical fiction believable?&rdquo;
-Argumentative paper in response to the prompt &ldquo;Do good character techniques help convey the theme of a story?&rdquo;
-Recite or perform a monologue
-Compare/Contrast characters in a short essay 
-View, discuss art related to the time period with written responses

Content/Concept
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PERSEVERANCE
Students read an array of novels&mdash;one about an orphan in the midst of the Civil War, another about a girl on a whaling ship in 1835, still 
another about a Latino teen working at the time of Cesar Chavez. They also read informational texts&mdash;about Helen Keller, Geronimo, or 
Martin Luther King Jr. to name a few. Students continue to reflect on the impact that historical events have on people, but also delve more 
deeply into the internal and external conflicts that characters experience and the qualities they possess that help them overcome challenges. 
Students continue to hone skills learned in the first unit about how characters develop and compare their development to the development of 
ideas in an informational text. This unit ends with an informative/explanatory essay in response to the essential question: How do individuals, 
real and fictional, use words and actions to demonstrate perseverance?

Terminology: 
-Biography
-Character&rsquo;s conflict: external and internal
-Diction
-Imagery
-Graphical autobiography
-Photobiography
-Tone

Guiding Questions

-During what historical time period does the novel/biography take place?
-Where did the person or character live, and why?
-What was that individual&rsquo;s historical context?
-What role, if any, does the person or character&rsquo;s family play in his/her outlook on life?
-What obstacle(s) does the individual overcome? How?

Skills

See attached State Standards and Common Core

State Standards

Oklahoma: Priority Academic Student Skills: Language Arts: Grade 7: A, A.1, A.1.1, A.1.2, A.1.2.a, A.1.2.b, A.2.2, A.3.1, A.3.1.a, A.3.1.a.1, 
A.3.1.a.2, B.1, B.1.1, B.2.6, B.2.6.a, B.2.6.b, B.2.6.c, B.2.7, B.2.9, B.2.9.a, B.2.9.b, B.2.9.c, B.3, B.3.1, C.2.4

Common Core

NGA Center/CCSSO: Common Core State Standards: College- and Career-Readiness Standards and K-12 English Language Arts: Grade 7 
English Language Arts: RL.7.3, RI.7.2, W.7.7, SL.7.1, SL.7.1.c, SL.7.1.d, L.7.4, L.7.4.b, L.7.4.d

Assessments

-Dictionary of vocabulary terms that relate to each unit of study (Continued from first unit) 
-Research/Argument Paper about a famous person (such as Martin Luther King Jr., Geronimo, or another person of your choosing) who 
persevered in spite of significant challenges using a wide range of credible print and electronic, primary, and secondary resources 
-Bio-poem about an individual, real or fictional, who demonstrates the essence of perseverance. Memorize and/or recite the poem for the class.
-Journal Response: How does the author&rsquo;s style (i.e., word choice) affect the believability of the main character? 
-Informative/explanatory essay in response to the essential question: How do individuals, real and fictional, use words and actions to 
demonstrate perseverance? 
-Journal response: How do expectations affect what one can accomplish? Justify your answer with specific information from a text read in 
class. 
-Compare/contrast short essay about characters from the various novels and biographies read. What similarities exist between fictional 
characters and real people?
-Summary response to a photobiography 
-Grammar (focusing on citing textual evidence and using quotations correctly)

Content/Concept
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COURAGE IN LIFE AND IN LITERATURE 
Students read, study, and discuss Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl. Students choose another biography, such as The Journal of Scott 
Pendleton Collins, or a fictional work to explore how courage is projected through these works. Students see how and where these stories fit 
within informational texts on World War II. They also compare the ways in which Frank&rsquo;s diary is similar to and different from the play 
version her story. Students focus their reading on in-depth analyses of interactions among individuals, events, and ideas in a variety of texts, 
comparing the ways in which different authors shape similar stories. This unit ends with an informative/explanatory essay in response to the 
essential question.

Note: This unit provides an example of how cross-curricular collaboration can naturally occur between English and other classes. Students can 
read informational text in history class and scientific texts in science class, and then compare those accounts to personal narratives and 
accounts about life during World War II read in English class. Much discussion can center upon the way background information enhances 
understanding of literature (for example, whether on World War II, the Nazis, or any other history or science topic of the teacher&rsquo;s 
choosing). This unit also demonstrates how the reading and writing standards provide instructional connectivity between learning in English 
and other areas.

Terminology: 
-Connotation
-Denotation
-Dialogue
-Diction
-Documentary
-Point of view
-Screenplay

Guiding Questions

-Where did the character live?
-What was that character&rsquo;s context? What was happening in the world?
-What was a typical day like for this person?
-How is the character&rsquo;s experience similar to Anne Frank&rsquo;s?
-How is the character&rsquo;s experience different from Anne Frank&rsquo;s?
-What are some of the author&rsquo;s characterization techniques?

Skills

See attached State Standards and Common Core

State Standards

Oklahoma: Priority Academic Student Skills: Language Arts: Grade 7: A, A.1, A.1.1, A.1.2, A.1.2.b, A.1.3, A.2.1, A.2, A.3.4.c, A.3.4.d, A.3.4.b, 
A.3.5.c, A.4.1, A.4.1.a, A.4.1.b, A.4.2, A.4.2.b, A.4.2.c, A.5.1.b, A.5.1.c, A.5.1.d, A.5.1.f, B.1.2, B.1.3, B.1.4, B.1.1, B.1, B.1.5, B.1.6, B.1.7, 
B.1.8, B.2, B.3.2, B.3.2.a, B.3.2.b, B.3.2.c, B.3.2.d, B.3.2.e, B.3.2.f, B.3.3, B.3.3.a, B.3.3.b, B.3.3.b.1, B.3.3.b.2, B.3.3.b.3, B.3.3.b.4, B.3.3.b.5, 
C.2.1, C.2.4

Common Core

NGA Center/CCSSO: Common Core State Standards: College- and Career-Readiness Standards and K-12 English Language Arts: Grade 7 
English Language Arts: RL.7.5, RL.7.7, RI.7.3, RI.7.9, W.7.2, SL.7.2, L.7.6

Assessments

-Dictionary of vocabulary terms (continued from previous units)
-Vocabulary assessments 
-Grammar (removing redundancy, using correct quotations/citations in writing, phrases, clauses, modifiers)
-Informative/explanatory essay in response to the essential question: How can reading about the courage of real people inform our 
understanding of courageous literary characters?
-Research paper/presentation on one of the rights that was taken away from the Jewish people during the Holocaust 
-Compare/contrast the speeches by Winston Churchill and Franklin D. Roosevelt using a T-chart or Venn diagram 
-Compare/contrast fictional story(s) read in class to Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, journal about how the characters&rsquo; 
experiences are similar to and different from Anne Frank&rsquo;s.
-Journal response: What makes Anne Frank a person to whom I can relate? Use specific examples from the text.
-Informative/explanatory essay or speech, describing how Churchill&rsquo;s use of repetition and/or rhetorical questions advances the theme 
of courage.
-Journal response: Analyze various accounts of World War II events from a variety of print and digital, primary, and secondary resources.

Content/Concept
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SURVIVAL IN THE WILD 
Students read &ldquo;The Song of Wandering Aengus&rdquo; by William Butler Yeats and use it as a springboard for discussions of 
characters&rsquo; pursuits of the unknown. Students analyze the development of the theme of survival across various texts, evaluate 
nonfiction text structures, and present their analyses to their classmates. Students compare and contrast character experiences across novels, 
as well as the points of view in narration, and are encouraged to research the authors behind the stories, many of whom are wilderness 
survivors themselves. This unit ends with a review of Yeats&rsquo;s poem in order to see how this unit led to deeper understanding of the 
work. In addition, students are asked to write an informative/explanatory essay in response to the essential question.

Terminology: 
-Abridged
-Anthropomorphism
-Flashbacks
-Foreshadowing
-Point of view

Guiding Questions

-Which character are you studying?
-What is a typical day like for this character?
-What challenges did this character face?
-How did this character overcome these challenges?
-What is the "call of the wild&rdquo;? How does it affect (Buck&rsquo;s) behavior throughout the novel?

Skills

See attached State Standards and Common Core

State Standards

Oklahoma: Priority Academic Student Skills: Language Arts: Grade 7: A, A.1, A.1.1, A.2.2, A.3.1.a, A.3.1.a.1, A.3.1.a.2, A.3.1.b, A.3.1.c, A.3.2, 
A.3.2.a, A.3.2.b, A.3.3, A.3.3.a, A.3.3.b, A.3.3.c, A.3.3.d, A.3.5.a, A.4.1, A.4.1.b, A.4.4.b, A.4.4.c, A.5.1.a, A.5.1.b, A.5.1.c, A.5.1.d, B.3.2.c, 
B.3.2.d, B.3.2.e, B.3.2.f, C.2.3

Common Core

NGA Center/CCSSO: Common Core State Standards: College- and Career-Readiness Standards and K-12 English Language Arts: Grade 7 
English Language Arts: RL.7.2, RI.7.5, W.7.1, SL.7.4, L.7.5

Assessments

-Dictionary of vocabulary terms (continued from previous units) 
-Vocabulary assessments 
-Compare/Contrast features of paintings by Church, Bierstadt and Cole and their depiction of &ldquo;the wild&rdquo; 
-Narrative Writing: Write a short story describing the events that either led or came after a scene in one of the stories of survival read in class. 
-Research paper/presentation: Research and write about an author of your choice who writes about survival in the wilderness. Add multi-media 
elements such as a digital slide show prior to presenting research. 
-Read and analyze poetry relating to surviving in the wild. 
-Journal response: Note character traits and how characters from the class novel are affected by their environment. 
-Compare/contrast characters from the novels read in class based on their abilities to survive in the wild in a T-chart of Venn Diagram 
-Narrative Writing: Write your own survival-in-the-wilderness story
-Journal response: Compare/contrast class novel to its film.

Content/Concept

SCIENCE OR FICTION? 
Like other genres studied to date, science fiction examines humanity, but often approaches characters and experiences in a futuristic context. 
Science fiction involves the imagining of ideas and technologies that haven&rsquo;t yet been invented; however, many of them may comport 
with our current understanding of science and technology. In addition to exploring classic and contemporary works of science fiction, students 
pair fictional stories with informational texts about science and astronomy. Student discussions trace the logic of various story lines, focusing 
on the believability of the stories read in class. This unit ends with the students&rsquo; choice of writing an informative/explanatory essay in 
response to the essential question: What makes science fiction believable?

Terminology:
-Common settings for science fiction: in the future, alternate timelines, in outer space
-Common themes for science fiction: time travel, alternate histories/societies, body and mind alterations
-Fantasy versus science fiction

Guiding Questions

-What is the setting of the novel?
-Who are the character(s) you are studying?
-What is familiar or believable about these characters?
-What is unusual about the characters&rsquo; circumstances?
-What is the primary theme of the novel (i.e., good vs. evil)?

Skills

See attached State Standards and Common Core

State Standards
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Oklahoma: Priority Academic Student Skills: Language Arts: Grade 7: A, A.1, A.1.1, A.3, A.3.1, A.3.1.a, A.3.1.a.1, A.3.1.a.2, A.3.1.c, A.3.2, 
A.3.2.a, A.3.2.b, A.3.3, A.3.4.e, A.4.1.a, A.4.1.b, A.4.2, A.4.2.a, A.4.2.b, A.4.2.c, A.4.2.d, A.4.4, A.4.4.a, A.4.4.b, A.4.4.c, A.5, A.5.2, B.1, B.1.1, 
B.1.2, B.1.4, B.1.5, B.1.6, B.1.7, B.1.8, B.2.5, B.2.5.a, B.2.5.b, B.2.5.c, B.2.9, B.2.9.a, B.2.9.b, B.2.9.c, B.3, B.3.1, C.1.4, C.2, C.2.1, C.2.2, 
C.2.3, C.2.4, D, D.1, D.1.1

Common Core

NGA Center/CCSSO: Common Core State Standards: College- and Career-Readiness Standards and K-12 English Language Arts: Grade 7 
English Language Arts: RL.7.1, RI.7.9, W.7.2, SL.7.5, L.7.1

Assessments

-Dictionary of vocabulary words (continued from previous unites)
-Vocabulary assessment
-Research/discussion about an astronaut or science fiction author 
-Journal response after listening to the original 1938 radio broadcast of The War of the Worlds 
-Note-taking: Identify features of a story that would classify it as science fiction 
-Compare/contrast ways in which two authors of science fiction texts discuss the topic of astronomy 
-Narrative writing: Science fiction story that answers the question &ldquo;What if...&rdquo;
-Journal response: Analyze and respond to Meg&rsquo;s mother&rsquo;s quote from A Wrinkle in Time: &ldquo;Just because we don&rsquo;t 
understand, doesn&rsquo;t mean an explanation doesn&rsquo;t exist.&rdquo; 
-Informative Writing: What makes science fiction believable? Cite from class texts. 
-Journal writing: While reading class novel, take notes on the author&rsquo;s comments on human beings&rsquo; impact on the ecology of the 
earth. 
-Reading information text/Informative writing: Compare/contrast settings and experiences from various science fiction stories read in class.

Content/Concept

LITERATURE REFLECTS LIFE: MAKING SENSE OF OUR WORLD 
Although students read from various genres, writing and class discussions focus on how literature can help us make sense of our world. In 
particular, students will examine "point of view," analyzing how authors develop different points of view. The overall goal of this unit is for 
students to apply all the reading, writing, speaking, and listening strategies and skills they have learned up to this point in the year. The unit 
ends with an informative/explanatory essay in response to the essential question: Is literature always a reflection of life?

Terminology: 
-Comedy
-Fantasy
-Hyperbole
-Irony: verbal, situational, dramatic
-Oxymoron
-Parody
-Plot
-Point of view
-Theme
-Tragedy

Guiding Questions

-What is the genre of the novel?
-What is the setting?
-Who are the major character(s)?
-Who are the minor characters?
-What is the problem faced by the character(s)? How do he/she/they resolve the problem?
-What is the primary theme of the novel (i.e., good vs. evil)?

Skills

See attached State Standards and Common Core

State Standards

Oklahoma: Priority Academic Student Skills: Language Arts: Grade 7: A, A.1, A.1.1, A.1.3.b, A.2, A.2.1, A.2.2, A.2.3, A.2.4, A.2.5, A.3, A.3.1.a, 
A.3.1.a.1, A.3.1.a.2, A.3.1.b, A.3.1.c, A.3.2, A.3.2.a, A.3.2.b, A.3.3, A.3.3.a, A.3.3.b, A.3.3.c, A.3.3.d, A.3.4, A.4.1.a, A.4.1.b, A.4.2.c, A.4.2.d, 
A.5.2.a, B.2.5, B.2.5.a, B.2.5.b, B.2.5.c, B.2.6, B.2.6.a, B.2.6.b, B.2.6.c, B.2.7, B.3.1, B.3.3.b.2, B.3.3.b.3, B.3.3.b.4, B.3.3.b.5, C.2.2, C.2.3, 
C.2.4

Common Core

NGA Center/CCSSO: Common Core State Standards: College- and Career-Readiness Standards and K-12 English Language Arts: Grade 7 
English Language Arts: RL.7.6, W.7.1, SL.7.3, L.7.3

Assessments

-Argument Writing/Speaking/Listening: Argue whether a text read in class is a tragedy or a comedy. Discuss with a partner, then write an 
essay defending your position. 
-Art/Writing: Identify emotions in Daumier sculptures and describe in a short paragraph. 
-Argument writing: The human spirit can be defined as a combination of the traits that all human beings have in common. Select three of these 
traits that are present in the characters from the novels from this unit and discuss why these traits are essential to the human spirit.
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