
Educators across the state are stepping up and saying 

“enough is enough!”  Teachers are ready to take 

drastic measure in an effort to get state lawmakers 

to recognize the issue.  It seems that legislators are 

not willing to create the revenues necessary to fund 

education, nor are they willing to take measures to 

recoup the revenue they have given away to 

corporate welfare.  We are simply asking that our 

state leaders return us to 2008 levels.  The chart on 

the left was published by the Oklahoma Policy 

Institute.  The graphic paints the picture of what we 

have been facing in public education in this state 

since 2008.   

For Haskell, the picture is much the same.  In just the 

last two years we have lost $202,000 in state 

revenue.  This year will be no different.  Recently, we 

received notice that all state agencies will receive a 

2% cut to this year’s allocations from the state.  For 

us that equates to $13 dollars per weighted student 

or just over $18,000.  This continued decline in 

revenue has had an effect on our school and your 

children.  Larger class sizes, fewer staff members, reduction of resources, reduction of class offerings, 

and elimination of activities are just a few of the changes that our students have faced.   

Our students and our teachers deserve better!  Teachers in this state are the lowest paid in the region, 

and per pupil expenditure is at the 

bottom in the nation.  It is easy to see 

why our schools are struggling to find 

teachers to fill their positions.  Just a 

short drive across the state line in any 

direction would provide an immediate 

increase of no less than $4000.  Couple 

that with the ever increasing mandates 

from the state and it becomes obvious 

why the stack of applicants has dwindled.   

We need your help.  Our teachers are 

working on Haskell’s plan for the work stoppage that the entire state is talking about.  We believe that 

with your help we can be a part of this movement and, at the same time, make sure that we are 

providing the services that our students need and deserve.  Next Thursday, March 15th we are hosting 

our parent/teacher conferences.  During the conferences our teachers will be conducting a community 

information session at 7 PM in the elementary library to discuss our plan and how we believe it should 

look in Haskell.  Our teachers deserve better!  However, our teachers believe we can do this in Haskell, 

and do what is best for kids!  We invite you to come join us in the fight to fund Oklahoma Education.  


