
Normangee ISD Insights and Updates 

Hello Panthers!  I look forward to this opportunity every few weeks to highlight and recognize 
the amazing things happening at Normangee ISD.  I appreciate Normangee Star for allowing 
me to keep our community updated and informed about NISD. 

First of all, NISD expresses our sincerest condolences to the Bilsing Family.  Normangee ISD 
lost a great man and leader with the passing of Dr. Bilsing.  We were grateful to hold his service 
in our facilities, and I believe it was a beautiful service and a celebration of his impact on so 
many.  There is no door you can walk through, not a piece of concrete you can step on at 
Normangee ISD that Dr. Bilsing didn’t play a role in providing for our students and community.  
His impact on our school district will live on for decades, and for that, we are forever grateful.   

I would like to recognize our teacher’s and staff’s efforts as we have now been back to school 
for around nine weeks.  This school year has presented many unique challenges.    

To start the school year, we had about 18% of our students decide to participate in remote 
learning.  With a desire to serve and reach each of these students as effectively as possible, our 
teachers went to work teaching two different groups of students.  One group of students led 
through email, phone calls, or videos, and the other group of students sat eagerly in classrooms 
after a very extended spring break!  Providing adequate, engaging, and high-level instruction 
remotely has proven to be difficult.  Coupled with the need to give that same instruction to the 
students in the classroom, it can be overwhelming.   

As a district, we are now down to about 6% of our students currently enrolled in remote learning.  
We have taken several steps and implemented changes to help alleviate some of the strain on 
our teachers.  These steps simply do not provide our teachers with the time and resources 
necessary to be successful.   

After evaluating data on the academic successes and struggles of remote learners, we will 
discontinue remote learning.  Even though we had some students who were being successful 
as remote learners, we had a large percentage of remote learners struggling academically, 
failing courses, and compiling excessive absences.  The Texas Education Agency recently 
released guidance that districts cannot require only students who are being unsuccessful to 
return to in-person learning.  TEA has taken away the opportunity to evaluate student data on a 
case-by-case basis and make informed decisions regarding particular students and their need 
to continue in remote learning or not.  TEA’s decision has created the only option available to 
require all remote learners to return to in-person instruction or seek other educational 
opportunities.   

At the end of the 2nd six weeks, all students will return to in-person instruction.  Some students 
may temporarily be receiving remote instruction due to illness or a reason to remain home in 
quarantine.  This move will help our teachers refocus their efforts on what they excel at, 
providing in-person instruction and feedback to our students to support their academic growth.   



 
Switching gears a little, if you haven’t seen our boys football team yet, you’re missing out!  
These boys are playing great football and are exciting to watch.  Girls Volleyball will be kicking 
off their state playoff run in the next week or so, and we are excited to continue to see them 
compete!  Other extracurricular activities and events are getting ready to kick off and continue to 
build on the excellent start!   
 
If you’re a veteran, please contact Tera Phillips at tphillips@normangeeisd.org or call 936-396-
3111.  We are in the process of planning our Veterans Day Recognition and would love to 
include you.  The Veterans Day program will be much different this year with COVID-19, but we 
strive to do all things possible to give our Veterans the recognition they deserve!   
 
Thank you, and Go Panthers! 
 
Mark Ruffin 
Superintendent of Schools 
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