
Normangee ISD Tax Rate Drops and COVID Update 

Throughout this year I will again be providing an update on all the amazing things happening at 
Normangee ISD through our friends at The Normangee Star.  Before we get into all of the 
obstacles around COVID-19 and our return to school I want to first discuss the upcoming budget 
and tax year.  

For the 2nd consecutive year, the Normangee ISD Board of Trustees voted to approve a 
REDUCTION in the tax rate.  As a matter of fact, over the last 2 years, the NISD tax rate has 
dropped from $1.46 in 2018 to the newly approved rate of $1.34 for the 2020 tax year!  As a 
community, it is imperative that we continue to support each other in any way possible as we 
strive to provide the best educational experience for our students.  

On August 12th we welcomed students back to campus for the first time since we released for 
Spring Break on March 13th.  There was no way to know when we began Spring Break in the 
fall of 2020 that it would have resulted in the obstacles and challenges we have faced over the 
last 6 months.  As a district, we have had to plan, unplan, and replan time and time again 
throughout the last 6 months as the information regarding COVID-19 was, and still is, constantly 
changing.  

Our approach to this school year was to do whatever was necessary to be in the position to 
offer in-person instruction to our students.  This commitment has included the hiring of 
additional staff, new technology, and purchasing new sanitization equipment to name just a few 
actions that have taken place.  It was crucial that we were able to provide our students with the 
opportunity to learn in the educational environment that provides the best opportunity to be 
successful.  

A huge task that had to be tackled in order to begin school this year was also creating a remote 
learning option for parents that opt to keep their students at home.  All of our family situations 
are drastically different.  This means the potential impact of COVID-19 on our families also 
varies greatly.  Understanding that fact is critical to understanding the need for a remote 
learning option.  

I want to commend our teachers who have approached this new task of providing equitable 
instruction to 2 different sets of students with resilience, perseverance, and diligence.  The task 
to provide BOTH in-person and remote instruction IS NOT EASY. It presents a multitude of 
logistical obstacles but still, our teachers and administrators charge on in pursuit of our goal to 
provide the best educational experience for ALL our students.  

On Friday, August 28th, we traveled to Bremond to watch our Normangee Football and 
Volleyball teams take on the Bremond Tigers.  There is nothing like watching our kids compete 
as players, cheerleaders, and band members.   Friday night lights made everything feel a little 



more “normal.”  To put the cherry on top our Normangee Panthers upset the state ranked 
Bremond Tigers 29-14!  
 
You will notice, there will be different policies and procedures in place at all of our activities and 
games but I want to remind everyone why they are in place.  Obviously implementing the health 
guidelines helps provide the safest environment for our community.  The policies also help 
ensure we are providing our students EVERY opportunity possible to compete and participate in 
the activities that they love in a time where they need to be plugged in and involved.  So please, 
come out and catch a game or an event and please be respectful of the policies and procedures 
we have put in place to help ensure our students are able to continue to compete and 
participate every chance they get.  
 
Thank you to the Normangee ISD community for the support you have shown Normangee ISD 
as we have worked through and overcome each obstacle that has been placed in front of us 
with COVID-19.  Go Panthers! 
 
Mark Ruffin 
Superintendent of Schools 


