
Superintendent Insight and News 

On April 17th, Governor Abbott released his executive order that officially closes Texas Public 
Schools for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year.  This obviously comes after weeks of 
school closures have already been in place due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  

There is one thing I want to make sure our community is aware of, Normangee ISD HAS 
NEVER been closed.  Our physical doors, hallways, classrooms, and facilities might have not 
been open the last 2 months of this school year to our students, but Normangee ISD has never 
been closed.  Our teachers, administrators, and staff have worked creatively, collaboratively, 
and diligently to ensure that learning does not stop at Normangee ISD. We’ve had cafeteria staff 
working to continue to feed our students.  Teachers and staff creatively decorated a school bus 
and a Principal even dressed up as our mascot to deliver school work and meals to our 
students.  Teachers connected to students via online video conferencing and recorded 
themselves giving lectures or working out problems to help their students while they were at 
home.  

I want to say a huge thank you to our parents, grandparents and any others that might have 
taken on the role of “teacher,” through these closures.  Your commitment to supporting your 
child’s learning is inspiring.  I also want to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of the 
Normangee Junior Livestock Show.  These board and committee members went above and 
beyond to safely and effectively put on a show to offer our students a taste of normalcy during 
very difficult times.  

I have said from the very beginning of the closures that Normangee ISD will be better because 
we have walked through this experience together.  We have built connections and relationships 
with our parents, students, and community members on a whole new level.  These lasting 
partnerships will only benefit our students and our school district moving forward.  It has never 
been more true or polarizing for the old quote, “It takes a village to raise a child.”  What we have 
witnessed is the truth that it also takes a village to teach a child.  

I want to take a second to recognize our students.  Our students, ages 4-18, have all been 
asked to understand decisions, circumstances, and situations that none of them should have to 
face.  We have seniors that lost out on more opportunities and experiences than I can count. 
We have 5th Graders that are not able to “end” their time in Elementary the way they imagined. 
We have Kindergarteners and Pre-K students who can’t quite understand why they can’t see 
their friends and teachers.  My hat is off to each of you.  My heart is hurting for some of the 
“moments” you might have missed.  What I can say is do not be discouraged, your life is ahead 
of you and will be FULL of moments you will never forget.  

As we move forward with the end of the school year, I know there are a lot of questions.  We 
have placed a “Frequently Asked Questions” document on our website that will help provide 
some answers to some commonly asked questions.  



 
Some topics that are still in the air are things like graduation and other ceremonies.  It is so 
important to do everything we can to honor our students and hold these ceremonies.  The plan 
is to hold graduation, on May 22nd, as originally scheduled.  The Governor stated they will 
continue to announce the raising of certain restrictions.  My hope is that by the end of May, we 
are able to gather and hold these special ceremonies.  If restrictions are not lessened, 
graduation might have to look a little different than usual.  It might even have to be postponed a 
week or so but nevertheless, we want to honor our graduating seniors appropriately.  
 
Other planning by our administrators revolves around summer school options.  This does not 
mean extending the school year, we will not extend school beyond the regular calendar.  We 
are discussing options and plans that we can utilize to help support our students that might 
need extra instruction or enrichment to minimize any potential deficiencies in their learning due 
to these closures.  
 
I want to close by reiterating the experience and the growth we have made as a community and 
as an educational system.  The very first message I put out regarding closures was to 
emphasize that learning wouldn’t stop at Normangee ISD.  Thanks to our teachers, staff, 
administrators, parents, guardians, and students I can confidently say that learning did not stop 
at Normangee ISD.  
 
Mark Ruffin 
Superintendent 




