
Normangee ISD Bond Update 

I wanted to take an opportunity to update our community on the status of the 
construction from the bond that was passed in 2016.  There are obvious upgrades and facility 
improvements that we have been utilizing throughout this past school year.  The final project 
that was completed is the new auditorium.  If you haven’t had an opportunity to see the 
facilities, please come by and we would love to give you a tour of campus.   

As of now all major construction is complete and we are working through final punch list 
items with the general contractor and architect.  This has been a long process and we are happy 
to be at the finish line.   

I also want to provide you with clarification or reiteration in regards to how the 
construction was financed.  In Texas, school boards have the ability to set the tax rate, and only 
the tax rate.  Taxes are collected on property values set by appraisal districts.  The tax rate, 
which was raised in 2016 to $1.46 through the passing of the bond has not increased.  Also, 
Normangee ISD remains one of only a very few school districts in the state of Texas that continues to 
offer an additional local homestead option, further reducing taxes collected.   

Furthermore, this year the school district is proposing a tax rate that lowers the overall 
tax rate by 10 cents!  The M&O rate (previously $1.04) will be reduced by 7 cents to $.97.  The 
I&S rate (previously $.42) will be reduced by an additional 3 cents to $.039.   This directly 
translates to the district collecting less taxes per $100 in valuation.  Recent legislation was 
passed that calls for tax rate compression of the M&O rate for the 2019 and 2020 tax years.  
The tax rate will be set and the annual budget approved at a meeting of the Board of Trustees 
for Normangee ISD on August 28th at 6:15 PM in the Dr. William A. Bilsing Administration 
Building.  

As Superintendent, it is my goal to provide transparency and to communicate to the 
public in all aspects of our school district.   Again, I would like to invite you, if you haven’t had 
the opportunity to come to campus to please stop by and ask for a tour.  We are so proud of 
our facilities and are always eager to show them off!   

Have a blessed day and Go Panthers!  

Mark Ruffin, 

Superintendent 

 


