
May 28, 2015 

 

Dear Junior, 

 

According to your 2015-2016 schedules, you have signed up for Advanced Placement English III. I would like to 

welcome you to this class and am very much looking forward to teaching you next year. AP classes are basically 

college level classes designed for high school students; therefore, the pace is accelerated and challenging. Advanced 

Placement English Language and Composition is the proper name for the course of study we will embark upon this 

next year, and the objective is for you to pass the AP test, thereby earning college credit. Even if you do not earn the 

credit, you will prepare yourself for college by taking this class. 

 

I am assigning the novel, The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne, as a summer reading assignment. This book 

will be the first major work we study, and I suggest you obtain your own copy of the novel, so that you can make 

notations in the margin.  If you are unable to procure a copy of your own, I will issue a novel to you before you 

leave for summer vacation, and you should use Post-It notes to make notations as you read. If I can answer any 

questions about the assignment over the novel, ask me before you leave school for the break. 

 

Additionally, I am including a non-fiction assignment in which you will read works by three columnists in order to 

analyze their styles and uses of rhetorical devices. More details for summer assignments are enclosed with this letter. 

 

Due to the amount of time needed to cover information during the school year and the time that it takes to review 

and grade summer assignments, some assignments will be due while still on break via email. If you do not have an 

email account, you will need to create one. There are several free email sites and I personally prefer gmail through 

Google as it is accessible from school and we will turn in assignments throughout the year utilizing this. If you do 

not have internet/computer access at home, there is free service provided at the public library. Any concerns that you 

or your parents may have regarding computer or internet access needs to be addressed with me before you leave 

school for summer break. You need to send me a test email by Wednesday, July 2nd, so I can reply with the 

template you will utilize to complete some assignments. (The easiest way to do this will be through GoogleDocs.) 

 

I realize that some dates may pose a problem for you if you go on vacation. In those events, you will need to email 

the assignments to me before the due date. DO NOT MISS A DEADLINE without expecting a zero for the 

assignment. Assignments should be typed using Microsoft Word or shared in GoogleDocs to my gmail account. 

 

Because many of you lead busy lives with your extra-curricular activities and/or working, I am advising you now of 

the novels that we will be reading during the course of the year. Reading ahead will give you a great advantage in 

the AP class. The novels are: 
1st Semester      2nd Semester 

The Scarlet Letter      East of Eden 

Ethan Frome      The Things They Carried 

Their Eyes Were Watching God    The Great Gatsby 

***meritorious novel from list    ***meritorious novel from list 

        

Besides novels, we will read selections from non-fiction books and essays. As you can see, this is an ambitious 

reading program, but through this reading, you will gain insight into American literature and into various styles of 

writing. This class also entails writing almost every day in or out of class. By the end of the year, you will be able to 

write a more than acceptable essay for college work. 

 

If you have any questions before school starts, feel free to call me at home at 281-659-1326 or email me at 

CameronVince.English@gmail.com or mvince@tarkington.isd.esc4.net. I will be in Australia for six weeks this 

summer so you may not be able to reach me immediately at all times. However, I will be checking my email 

regularly while away and you should expect a timely response. Get ready to study hard and to jump headfirst into 

the English language. I believe that we can work together to have an enjoyable and successful school year. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mindi Cameron Vince 

AP English III teacher 

mailto:CameronVince.English@gmail.com
mailto:mvince@tarkington.isd.esc4.net


Mrs. Cameron-Vince/AP English III       May 28, 2015 

 

Summer Assignments 

 
Assignment #1: See further instructions attached for due dates 

Before July, read The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne. The language in this book is the most difficult that we 

read all year, yet it is a great story. Because of its length, elevated language, and sentence structure, reading the 

novel takes longer than other novels we will read, so I thought I’d give you a head start in order to alleviate the work 

load during your busy schedules next fall. **You may skip reading the introduction “Custom House” at the 

beginning of the novel and go straight to Chapter 1 “The Prison Door.”  

 

Complete a dialectical journal in which you examine the author’s rhetorical devices and thematic points of The 

Scarlet Letter. Be sure to vary the type of reaction to fit your purpose. Your reaction should never be a summary. 

Your responses must also demonstrate that you have read the entire novel. Avoid general comments such as “The 

diction is nice and flows smoothly.” See the attached guidelines for the dialectical journal: 

 

1. Each reaction should be one page or less. Items exceeding one page will not be graded. 

2. Type the assignment, using 12 pt. font and a very plain font; Times New Roman, Calibri or Arial is 

suggested and highly encouraged. 

3. This assignment is your first TEST grade for the first six weeks, so your efforts should be serious and 

organized. See further instructions for dialectical journal for due dates. 

4. You should work independently. This assignment is not a group project. 

5. Use MLA heading. 

 

Assignment #2: DUE August 14th via email no later than midnight! 

In addition to The Scarlet Letter summer reading and dialectical journal, I want you to complete the following: 

 

 

Please read three quality pieces written by national columnists (see list of choices.) Write a typed 1 ½ 

- 2 page response to each article explaining what aspects of the writer’s style that impressed you. 

Choices could include diction (word choice), use of humor/satire, varied sentence structure, repetition, 

rhetorical questions, fragments for emphasis, literary devices, such as metaphors, similes, personification, 

hyperbole, etc. Give specific examples. Please choose three different columnists from this list: Dave Barry, 

David Broder, William F. Buckley, Jr., Maureen Dowd, Ellen Goodman, Mary McGrory, Anna Quindlen, 

William Raspberry, William Safire, and George Will, Carl Hiaason, Rush Limbaugh, George Will. These 

people can be found in the Miami Herald, Washington Post, New York Times, Newsweek, as well as in 

other newspapers that carry their columns. (You can find several of these in the Houston Chronicle.) An 

easy way to find these columnists is online at refdesk.com toward the bottom of the page under “Columns 

& Commentary.” 

 

** Responses should be double spaced; size 12 font; font style in Times New Roman only** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Scarlet Letter Dialectical Journal 

 

For this novel, you will write a “dialectical journal.” Your literary journal is not a diary; it is rather an 

important means by which you will develop a better understanding of the texts we read in class. Dialectic 

means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question and answer.” 

This is what you must do in your journal – dialogue with yourself. In your journal, have a conversation 

with the text and with yourself. Write down your thoughts, questions, insights, and ideas while you read. 

 

As you re-read The Scarlet Letter pay attention to Hawthorne’s picture of humanity’s moral character. 

You are looking for how his perception of people affects the lifestyles within the novel and the social 

structure of the village. 

 

To help you do this, you will put together a notebook of citations that records passages for each one of the 

following points as you read, so that you already have notes prepared when ready to write your journal 

entry. Each passage must be accompanied by your own thoughtful explanation and insights. Journals will 

be read by other classmates and will be used as discussion points in classroom roundtables. 

 

a. Cite three passages in which you examine the author’s use of three different rhetorical 

devices (terms). Use the rhetorical devices learned in Pre-AP English I-II. Rhetorical devices 

are those techniques used in composition to effectively present ideas emotionally and 

imaginatively. In this part of your dialectical journal, cite the quotation using the device and 

then respond, telling which device you have found and how the device is effective.   **DUE 

Friday, August 28th** 
b. Cite a passage that focuses on both the public and private forms of punishment and penance.  

**DUE Tuesday, September 1st** 
c. Cite a passage that reveals the difference between genders. **DUE Wednesday, September 

2nd** 
d. In light of your responses to b and c above, cite two passages that subtly reveal what the 

villagers most want and most fear. **DUE Thursday, September 3rd** 

e. Cite two passages that reveal the novel’s assumptions about humanity’s moral character.  

**DUE Tuesday, September 8th** 
f. Turn to your own life and cite one example from today’s culture that contributes to your own 

assumptions about humanity’s moral character. (Hint: Start with what you, yourself, think 

about humanity’s moral character; then, look at our media, our institutions, and other 

personal sources which you think have helped shape the assumptions you have). **DUE 

Wednesday, September 9th** 

 
Sample journal format: 

 

                         Quotation                          Response 

 Cite a passage from the novel 

here, in quotation marks and with 

page number reference. 

 Passages should reflect reading 

the complete novel. 

Originality is important – if all your peers use 

the same quote, your grades will suffer – this 

is not a group project. 

 Analyze the passage according to a, 

b, c, d, e, or f above (note which). 
 

 Use complete sentences, and 

thoroughly explain the significance 

of the passage. 



BOOKS to purchase for AP English III 

       Suggested 
Title/Author      Publisher   ISBN 

 

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne  Bantam Classic  0-553-21009-2 

 

 

Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton    Barnes and Noble 1-5661-9676-0 

 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston Harper   0-06-93141-8 

 

East of Eden by John Steinbeck    Penguin  0-14-200423-5 

 

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien  Broadway  0-7679-0289-0  

 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald   Scribner  0-684-80152-3 

 

**These publishers are only suggestions – bookstores change which publishers they stock from 

year-to-year. The benefit of having the same copy is simply helpful when telling students to turn 

to a specific page** 


