
 

 

The mission of GISD is to ensure that every student achieves maximum potential. 

GISD Curriculum News 

Putting It Together:  
Cornell & Costas 
We’ve already talked about note 
taking strategies and higher-level 
thinking, but we are going to go 
further and discuss Cornell Notes in 
detail.  In doing so, we will also 
understand the role of Costa’s Levels 
of Questioning in this system.  

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

 

Strategy  
of the Week: 

A great “old s chool” idea 
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The Cornell Note Taking System was developed by 

Cornell University professor Dr. Walter Pauk as a 

means to help frustrated students organize their 

information and study more efficiently (How to Study 

in College, 1962).  Most major law schools adopted it 

as the preferred note taking method. Deceptively 

simple, the process incorporates several instructional 

practices that have sense been proven to be highly 

effective in helping students attain and retain 

information. 
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From the Desk of Keri Thoele,  
GISD Asst. Superintendent 
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Cornell Notes 
   The Cornell method of note taking offers 

several advantages. It results in more organized 

notes. It allows students to quickly identify key 

words and key concepts from a lecture. The notes 

can easily be used as a study guide for exam 

preparation. The arrangement of information is 

aesthetically pleasing and easy to scan, making it 

easy to locate particular pieces of information. The 

strategy may be adapted to a number of presentation 

formats. When the students also learn to formulate 

and answer higher-level questions in conjunction with their note taking, we achieve  in the classroom. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

What Good Questioning 
Looks Like 

First & Last Name 
Class Title 

Period 
Date 

Topic 

Questions, 
Subtitles, 
Headings, 
Etc. 

Class Notes 

2 1/2” 

3 to 4 sentence summary across  
the bottom of the last page of the 
day’s notes 
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(Diagram copied  
during lecture)!

(Questions 
about it )!
• How do the 

ticks find the 
cattle? 

• Why don’t the 
ticks usually 
kill their host? 

• How could 
tick 
infestations in 
cattle impact 
humans? 

 

 

The Cornell format provides the perfect opportunity for following through with the of note taking: 

During the lecture, record in the main column as many meaningful facts and ideas as you can. 
Write legibly. 

As soon after as possible, summarize these ideas and facts concisely in the left-hand column. 
Summarizing clarifies meanings and relationships, reinforces continuity, and strengthens memory. Also, it is a 
way of preparing for examinations gradually and well ahead of time. 

Now cover the column, using only your jottings in the Recall Column as cues or "flags" to help 
you recall, say over facts and ideas of the lecture as fully as you can, not mechanically, but in your own words 
and with as much appreciation of the meaning as you can. Then, uncovering your notes, verify what you have 
said. This procedure helps to transfer the facts and ideas of your long-term memory. 

Reflective students distill their opinions from their notes. They make such opinions the starting 
point for their own musings upon the subjects they are studying. Such musings aid them in making sense out of 
their courses and academic experiences by finding relationships among them. Reflective students continually 
label and index their experiences and ideas, put them into structures, outlines, summaries, and frames of 
reference. They rearrange and file them. Best of all, they have an eye for the vital – for the essential. Unless ideas 
are placed in categories, unless they are taken up from time to time for re-examination, they will become inert 
and soon forgotten. 

If you will spend 10 minutes every week or so in a quick review of these notes, you will retain most 
of what you have learned, and you will be able to use your knowledge currently to greater and greater 
effectiveness.    

(Academic Skills Center, Dartmouth College 2001) 

Variations to the 
Cornell Notes 
system include 
using diagrams or 
other graphic 
representations 
in the notes 
column and taking 
notes from a 
reading selection 
instead of a 
lecture.  
Students can 
further enhance 
their notes by 
using a color-
coding system or 
highlighters.  
The process can 
also be combined 
with other RBI’s 
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Evaluate  Generalize Imagine 
Judge  Predict  Speculate 
If/Then  Hypothesize Forecast 

Compare  Contrast  Classify 
Sort   Distinguish Explain Why 
Infer   Analyze  Transform 

Complete  Define  Describe 
Identify  List   Observe 
Recite  Select  Report

 – Lowest Level – 
Requires one to gather 
information 
 

– Middle Level – 
Requires one to process the 
information 
 

– Highest Level –  
Requires one to apply the 
information 


