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December and January were packed with holidays, college football bowl games, 
the close of the NFL regular season and the start of the playoffs, the second 
quarter of the NBA season, college basketball and of course, lots of junior high 
and high school basketball games.  From start to finish, wall to wall, we've got 
all of your Solomon Gorilla basketball and much more covered in this issue.
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Spir it  Week!
&

Winter Court

On January 9-13, Solomon Jr/Sr High 
school had Winter Court 's Spirit Week. 
Many of the students dressed to 
impress in pajamas on Monday, January 
9th, for pajama day. On Tuesday, Dress 
Like a Teacher Day went viral with 
students dressed as their favorite 
teachers. Wednesday brought many 
nurses, doctors, and other professions 
for Career Day. Thursday we went back 
in time for Decade Day. Finally on 
Friday, we had Red and White Day. 
Many went all out for this day to 
support the school. 

On Friday the 13th, anticipation blew 
over while awaiting the names of our 
new royalty. Then two out of the six 
nominees were crowned king and 
queen of Solomon High School?s Winter 
Court. The boy candidates were Bryson 
Homman, Cade Fiske, and Noah Swarts. 
The girl candidates were Brooke 
Homman, Hallie Edwards and Tiffany 
Ragsdale.  Congratulations to Cade Fiske 
as king and Hallie Edwards as queen!    



HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL

Down a pair of key players to start the season and facing 3A competition, the high 
school boys stumbled out of the gates a bit to start the year, losing their first three 
games.   However, once they had their full roster available, the Gorillas quickly 
established themselves as one of the top teams in the league and put together a 
multi-game winning streak which included winning the Centre Tournament.  

Sophomore Braden Neilson has been a reliable scorer in the post, using his 
athleticism and soft shooting touch to rack up points  in the paint.  The springy 
Junior, Jacob Burdine is the other key contributor in the paint, contributing post 
scoring and rebounding.  Seniors Noah Swarts and Nathan Webb have 
complemented the inside game with their outside shooting.  Junior Jacob Harmon 
provides a litt le of everything, hitting outside shots and using his speed to drive to 
the basket.  Senior Cade Fiske oversees the show from the point guard position.  
The team also has a deep bench of players who can key minutes spelling the 
regulars. 

For scores and individual game reports, see below. 
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Driving to the hoop in one of boy's  several 
victories in January.  Photos courtesy of 
Yearbook Staff. 
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HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL

12/6 vs Halst ead (Tr i-Count y Classic) 

 JV Boys - L 38-52 

  V Boys - L 40-54   (0-1)

The Gorillas lost their season opener to 
Halstead, a 3A opponent.  The team rallied in 
the 4th quarter, but by then, a poor third 
quarter had put the game out of reach.  
Scoring was evenly distributed with Noah 
Swarts scoring 10, Jake Harmon 9, Kade 
Shirack 8, and Jacob Burdine 7.

12/8 @ Minneapolis (Tr i-Count y Classic) 

  JV Boys - L 40-41 

  V Boys - L 49-56 (OT)  (0-2)

The Solomon Gorillas fell in a tough overtime 
loss to Minneapolis, despite a big scoring 
night from Noah Swarts.  Swarts dropped in 
24 points and Jake Harmon added 11, 
however the Gorillas had only 1 point in the 
over-time quarter.   

12/9 vs Benningt on @ KWU - Salina 
(Tr i-Count y Classic) 

 V Boys - L 44-63  (0-3)

Jacob Burdine led Solomon with a big 22 
point outing and Noah Swarts had 12 points, 
but the Gorillas dropped their third straight 
game to start the season to the rival 
Bennington Bulldogs. 

 
 

JUNIOR HIGH BASKETBALL

11/29 @ Her ingt on

Girls: A - L 22-33; B - L 3-38; C - L 0-4

Boys: A - L 24-25; B - L 10-34; C - L 14-22

12/1 vs Elyr ia Chr ist ian

Girls: A - L 16-17; B - L 3-20

Boys: A - L 6-36; B - L 10-26

12/8 @ Peabody-Burns

Girls: A - W 29-10; B - L 2-14

Boys: A - L 31-34; B - L 2-33; C - W 15-9

12/12 @ Benningt on

Girls: A - L 13-49; B - L 4-44

Boys: A - L 37-42; B - L 4-52; C - L 16-24

12/15 vs Lit t le River

Girls: A - L 8-37; B - L 2-15

Boys: A - L 16-60; B - L 1-37

1/5 vs Cent re

Girls: A - L 25-35; B - L 6-21

Boys: A - W 41-33; B - L 20-21

Photo courtesy of Yearbook Staff.
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HS BOYS BASKETBALL CONT...

12/20 vs Her ingt on  

 JV Boys - W 60-26 

  V Boys - W 50-38 (1-3)

Bolstered by the return of Braden Neilson, 
the Gorillas got their first win of the season. 
Neilson led all scorers with 22 points.  Noah 
Swarts and Zach Baier each had 8 points. 

1/3 vs Rural Vist a 

 JV Boys - W 44-25 

  V Boys - W 50-47  (2-3)

Trailing by 10 at halftime, the Solomon 
Gorillas, led by Braden Neilson?s 20 points, 
rallied in the second half to beat the Rural 
Vista Heat 50-47.  Noah Swarts put in 11 
points and Jacob Burdine added 9.  The 
Gorillas improved their record to 2-3.   

1/6 @ Goessel 

 JV Boys - Won 62-15 

  V Boys - Won 48-37 (3-3)

The Solomon Gorillas improved their record 
to 3-3, by notching a 48-37 win over the 
Goessel Bluebirds. Neilson paced the Gorilla 
scoring with 16 points. Nathan Webb 
contributed 12 points, Jacob Harmon had 9, 
and Jacob Burdine put in 8 points for the 
Gorillas.    

  

JUNIOR HIGH BASKETBALL

1/12 @ Rural Vist a

Girls: A - L 9-52; B - L 8-24

Boys: A - L 21-35; B - L 29-31

1/19 @ Cant on-Galva

Girls: A - L; B - L

Boys: A - L; B - L

1/26 vs Goessel

Girls: A - L 5-13; B - L 2-40

Boys: A - W 27-24; B L 10-43

Photo courtesy of Yearbook Staff.



HS BOYS BASKETBALL CONT...

1/9 @ Wakef ield 

 JV Boys W 57-39 

  V Boys W 51-39  (4-3)

The Solomon Gorillas boys were up at  
halftime by  6 points,  with a score of 
28-22. They continued to increase their 
lead against Wakefield and won the game 
with a score of 51-39. The Gorillas scored 
consistently in each quarter with scores of 
13,15,11,and 12. 

 1/13 vs Cant on-Galva 

JV Boys -  W 56-22 

 V Boys - W 50-31 (5-3)

 1/17 vs Wakef ield (Cent re Tournam ent  )

 V Boys vs Wakefield W 57-28 (6-3)

The Solomon boys played Wakefield in the 
first round of the Centre Tournament. They 
out scored Wakefield every quarter  and 
won with a score of 57-28. 

1/20 vs Rural Vist a (Cent re Tournam ent  )

 V Boys W 59-44  (7-3)

In the second round of the Centre 
tournament, the  Solomon boys played 
Rural Vista. They won the game 59-44. The 
top  three scorers were Noah Swarts , 
Braden Neilson ,and Jake Harmon. They 
scored 26, 19, and 10 points respectively. 
Noah sank 7 three pointers. 
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HS BOYS BASKETBALL CONT...

1/21 vs Elyr ia (Cent re Tournam ent  )
 V Boys  W 41-38 (8-3)
The Solomon boys played Elyria Christian 
for the championship  at the Centre 
 tournament and they took 1st place with a 
score 41-38. The game was tied at 38 all 
with 3:54 left in the game. Then Solomon 
hit a three in the waning seconds of the 
game to win. 

1/24 vs Clif t on-Clyde
JV Boys L 34-39 

 V Boys W 66-51 (9-3)

Solomon outscored Clifton-Clyde 18-5 in 
the third quarter to pull away in the 
second half.  Braden Neilson was the top 
scorer with 28 points.   

1/27 @ Valley Height s
JV Boys - W 41-27
 V Boys - L 52-63 (OT) (9-4)
Leading most of the game, the Gorillas 
struggled against pressure and 
surrendered the lead in the closing 
seconds of regulation.  Playing in front of a 
hostile crowd, Solomon was unable to 
respond in the overtime quarter and Valley 
Heights ultimately left the court winning by 
a decisive margin. 

Photo courtesy of Yearbook Staff.



The Nutcracker
On December 12th and 13th, the  school theater class  dazzled students and           
the community alike with their production of the Nutcracker.  A twinkle of red          
and green dots of light was projected on the wall and ceiling in front of the           
stage, establishing the festive and wondrous mood of Christmas.  On stage,             
icy blue foot lights  communicated winter cold.  The clever use of a pair of panels,            
which could be flipped front to back quickly, was very effective in transforming       
the setting from a family living room to  snow kingdom and candy land.  Costumes 
were equally impressive. Heavy dresses with collars and bulky shoulders helped date 
the setting, while bright attire - red and white candy cane striped guards, white 
dresses with silver sparkles, a purple clad sugar plum fairy and her attendants adorn 
with flowers, just to cite a few examples - added to the fantastic aura of the 
presentation.  Most popular with the younger members of the audience , was the Rat 
King and his cronies, who temporarily dragged their rat tails through the audience in 
search of the nutcracker.  And of course, the fine student acting was most essential 
in bringing the play, directed by Mrs. Silverman, to life. 

Photos courtesy of Yearbook Staff.
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The Magic of Theater - a View from 
on Stage

a Special Report from Marie Stoffels

When you start going through the script the first time, it 
seems impossible to make this printed story believable 
on the stage. But you get yourself together, start 
rehearsing, learning your lines and going over every 
scene again and again. Besides acting, you also have to 
make the set and the costumes. For this performance, 
we started painting doors on rollers, made them look Photo courtesy of Yearbook Staff.

 like windows, candy gates, and snow landscapes. You worry if it looks good enough. 
Then you start getting closer to the actual play and suddenly everything gets better. 
Everyone knows their lines and you can go through the whole play without breaks, the 
costumes are getting ready and with old clothes tape and good ideas, you can make it 
possible to look real. The set gets its last touches and it looks so beautiful. Then the 
actual day of the performance, which is my favorite part of acting. There's fear and 
excitement, everyone is running around, wishing each other good luck.  And then the 
curtain opens and you fall into your role. And that is what I like about theater, besides 
the actual play, you get so much closer to people. You go through every stage of being in 
the school play and you share all these feelings before and after the performance. 

School Music Concert
On December 19, the Solomon Schools held their K-12 
concert. The kindergarten through 6th graders did an 
amazing job with variations of singing as well as 
dancing that were spectacular. The Middle School and 
High School groups came up next. From the variations 
of singing, concert band, and jazz band, they did a 
terrific job getting up front and entertaining parents 
for an hour or so. Congratulations to Mr.Dasal and 
Mr.Smith for the hard work and effort put in with their 
students to put on a great performance. 
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COMMUNITY CLEANUP

On December 2nd, the 
Solomon Jr/Sr high did a 
community clean up, which 
entailed raking leaves and 
cleaning windows for the 
elderly.  The event was 
sponsored by the NHS. The 
students divided into groups 
of about 10 and conquered 
15 houses along with 
Heritage Manor. The 
Solomon kids did a good job 
and are highly thanked! 
Some were even rewarded 
with cookies by thankful 
homeowners.   

SCHOLAR'S BOWL

On January 9, 2017 the varsity and junior varsity 
Scholars' Bowl teams traveled to White City for 
the annual Wheat State League Scholars' Bowl 
tournament. The JV team, consisting of 
sophomore Bobby Robinson, and freshmen Dani 
Hagen, Cameron Miller, and Alexis Powell tied for 
third place. The team won 3 matches and lost 3 
matches. The varsity team, consisting of Seniors 
Luke Ryan, Hallie Edwards, Alec Azim, and juniors 
Katie Daily and Lucas Graybeal won all 8 matches. 
They took first place in the Wheat State League. 

FFA LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

On December 7th, the Solomon FFA went to Chapman to 
attend an FFA quiz bowl as well as different seminars. The 
middle school kids that attended took a test over many 
different ag related topics. In the high school, seminars 
taught many different things in the field of ag, such as ag 
advocacy, giving speeches about many different topics, as 
well as getting a job in an ag field due to FFA. It was very 
beneficial to those who went. 
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Junior  High: Nicole Price

Parent s: Bridget and Brian Price

Grade: 7th Grade

Favor it e Class: Social Studies because I enjoy 
learning about what is going on or what has 
happened in the world and I like my teacher.

College & Career  Plans: I would like to attend 
K-State and become a veterinarian.

Teacher  Quot es:

?Nicole always is positive and engaged in 
class.  She goes above and beyond 
expectations.?

?Nicole sets a positive example for student 
learning and behavior.?

?Nicole is artistic, kind, and clever.  She works 

hard and is willing to do her job without 

complaint.  She brings maturity and fresh 

positivity to the 7th grade class.?

High School: Neesha Grizzle

Parent s: Vince Grizzle and Joni Fowler

Grade: Sophomore

Favor it e Class: Art because I enjoy art and it 

comes natural to me.

College & Career  Plans: I am considering 

engineering as a college major and starting my 

own business after college.

Teacher  Quot es:

?Neesha is a strong student and demonstrates 

positive behavior and an exemplary attitude 

towards learning.?

?Neesha is smart and she is willing to do ?her 

own thing? in the name of kindness and 

respect.  She is a true leader and her 

intellectual contributions are often 

over-shadowed.  She is creative, kind, and 

interesting."

December Student of the Month



The girls? High School basketball 
team attended the K-State 
Women?s game against the 
perennial powerhouse UCONN 
Huskies.  The Lady Gorillas were 
not the only one?s in attendance: a 
sellout crowd filled all the seats at 
Bramlage Coliseum for a women?s 
game for the first time since 2012. 
 The UCONN women jumped to a 
big early lead in the first quarter. 
 The Lady Wildcats were able to 
hang in the rest of the game, 
playing UCONN to a tie in the final 
three quarters. However, after 
every Wildcat push to close the 
lead, the Huskies responded with 
another scoring burst and the 
Huskie lead after one quarter was 
the same lead at the close of the 
game, when the final score was 
75-58. The K-State women likely 
were frustrated by several missed 
scoring opportunities throughout 
the game, but overall can be 
proud of turning in a competitive 
outing against the #1 ranked 
Huskies.   

vs.
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HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

12/6 vs Halst ead (Tr i-Count y Classic) 

 JV Girls - W 20-17 

  V Girls - L 29-62  (0-1)

 The varsity girls struggled in their season 
and home-opener against 3A Halstead, 
especially early and late in the game. The 
Lady Dragons best quarter was the first, 
where they put up 21 points.  Solomon?s 
defense tightened down and the game was 
competitive until Halstead?s star senior 
guard, Mackenzie Anderson put up 10 
points in the fourth quarter, 8 of which 
came in a short burst with under four 
minutes to play.  Anderson finished the 
game with 22 points, leading all scorers. 
 Solomon senior Brooke Homman led the 
Gorillas with 10 points. 

12/8 @ Minneapolis (Tr i-Count y Classic) 

 JV Girls - Lost 18-29 

  V Girls - Lost 40-43  (0-2) 

On the second game of the Tri-County 
classic, the Lady Gorillas rebounded from 
their opening loss to Halstead and played a 
hard-fought contest against the 
Minneapolis Lions. The game came down 
to the closing seconds and unfortunately, 
the Lady Gorillas were not able to execute 
on a handful of opportunities to tie or take 
the lead. In the end, Minneapolis held on 
for a 43-40 win. 



HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL
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12/9 vs Benningt on @ KWU - Salina  
(Tr i-Count y Classic)

 V Girls - Won 42-34 (1-2)

Showing improvement over two games 
against 3A schools, the Lady Gorillas finally 
got to take on a school their own size and 
were able to get their first win of the year. 
Better yet, the first win came against the 
rival Bennington Bulldogs.  The first half of 
the game was close, with Bennington doing 
most of its scoring from the free-throw line. 
 In the second half, Solomon was able to 
cut down fouling while continuing to play 
pressure defense.  The Lady Gorilla?s 
quickly doubled their three-point half-time 
lead at the start of the third quarter and 
ultimately won by a score of 42-34. 

12/20 vs Her ingt on  

JV Girls - Won 13-5 

 V Girls - Won 48-23  (2-2)

Thanks to stringent defense and hot 
shooting from senior Brooke Homman, the 
Lady Gorillas won decisively against the 
Herington Railers and improved their 
record to 2-2 overall. 

1/3 vs Rural Vist a 
JV Girls - L 14-16 
 V Girls - L 31-46 (2-3)

Missing senior starter and leading scorer, 
Brooke Homman, the Solomon girls 
basketball team took on the Rural Vista 
Heat in a physical contest.  Early foul 
trouble also shortened the team depth and 
fatigue was a factor in the game. Still, the 
Lady Gorillas battled throughout the game, 
but were unable to keep pace in the second 
half and the Heat pulled away for a 46-31  
victory. The sole senior suiting up for the 
Gorillas, Carley Rohleder, led the team in 
scoring. 

1/6 @ Goessel 

VAR Girls - L 24-57 (2-4)

The Lady Gorillas visited league favorite 
Goessel and came out worse for the wear, 
losing 24-57.  The final margin belies the 
competitiveness of the game. The scoring 
margin in each of the 1st and 3rd quarter 
was only 4 points. However, scoring 
droughts and a spate of turnovers led to big 
runs for the Bluebirds with a 13-0 stretch in 
the 2nd quarter and a 16-1 stretch in the 
4th.  With the Lady Bluebirds shooting 
layups off of turnovers on one end, the 
Gorillas were unable to keep pace with their 
halfcourt offense on the other end. The 
Bluebirds were led by Brittany and Eden 
Hiebert with 21 and 15 points respectively. 
Carley Rohleder again led the Gorillas in 
scoring with 9 points. 

Photo courtesy of Yearbook Staff.



HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

1/17 Cent re Tournam ent  
 V Girls vs Herington  W 39-36   (4-5)

The Lady Gorillas won their first round 
game in the Centre Tournament by topping 
Herington 39-36.  It is Solomon's second 
win against Herington this season. 

 1/20 Cent re Tournam ent  
 V Girls vs Centre  L 28-37   (4-6)

The Solomon Girls? squad struggled to fight 
through illness and muster enough energy 
to play a complete game.  Trailing early, the 
Lady Gorillas stormed out of halftime to 
get within one of Centre, but could not 
sustain their energy for the final quarter, 
ultimately falling to Centre 28-37. 

1/ /21 Cent re Tournam ent  
 V Girls vs Rural Vista  L 34-43  (4-7)

After a hard loss to Centre, the Solomon 
Girls had to recover quickly to take on the 
Rural Vista Heat in the third place game of 
the Centre Tournament.  The Heat won the 
game, 43-34.  Though the margin of loss 
was the same as the previous game, the 
Gorillas played a better game against a 
stronger opponent. 
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1/9 @ Wakef ield 
 VAR Girls  L 30-31  (2-5)

In a back and forth contest, the Lady 
Gorillas surrendered a lead late and fell 
short of the Wakefield Bombers, losing 
30-31.  Solomon forced Wakefield into 
multiple turnovers, but Wakefield made up 
the difference by out-rebounding Solomon 
by double digits.  Furthermore, small 
details came back to haunt the Gorillas. 
 Solomon twice had lane violations on free 
throws. One violation gave Wakefield a 
second shot, which turned a miss into a 
make.  The other violation took a Solomon 
make off the board.  That 1-pt difference 
for each team was the difference in the 
game. Sophomore Madelyn Stuart led the 
Gorillas in scoring. 

 1/13 vs Cant on-Galva 
VAR Girls -  Won 47-45  (3-5)

After a string of disappointing losses, the 
Lady Gorillas finally got back on the right 
side of the win-loss column, defeating 
Canton-Galva in dramatic fashion.  In a 
tough back and forth game, Solomon 
found themselves trailing by one point 
with just seconds left to play.  In previous 
close games, Solomon failed to execute 
late in games.  On this night however, after 
taking a timeout to draw up a play, the 
Lady Gorillas ran the play to perfection, 
with senior Carly Rohleder draining a three 
point shot as time expired to give the 
Gorillas a 47-45 victory.  Rohleder had a 
big night, leading the team in scoring with 
23 points. 

Photo courtesy of Yearbook Staff.



HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

1/24 HS BB vs Clif t on-Clyde 

V Girls L 37-38   (4-8)

The Lady Gorillas suffered another close 
loss, losing a lead in the closing seconds of 
the game to fall to Clifton-Clyde 37-38. 
Solomon continues to be undermined by 
stretches of poor play at inopportune 
moments and they?ve now lost two games 
by just one point. Kayla Webb led the team 
in scoring with a season high of 12 points. 
She also led the team in rebounding, steals, 
and assists with 5,5,and 6 in the respective 
categories. Haley Tiernan put in 9 points. 

1/27 HS BB @ Valley Height s

V Girls L 26-61 (4-9)

Struggling with injuries and illness in recent 
weeks, the wheels finally came off the bus 
for the Solomon Girls when they faced a 
good Valley Heights team. Solomon led late 
in the first quarter, but then another starter 
went down to injury as Valley Heights 
began to pull away. With one starter out 
and two others coming into the game 
hobbled, Solomon waived the white flag 
and chose to rest their injured players after 
halftime. A positive is that several young 
players were able to gain game experience. 
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On Thursday, January 26th, the senior 
class as well as Mr. Nordgren, traveled to 
the capitol in Topeka, Kansas. The Kansas 
State Capitol, known also as the Kansas 
Statehouse, is the building that houses the 
executive and legislative branches of 
government for the state of Kansas. The 
seniors had previously been learning 
about branches of the government and 
their role in the United States. The seniors 
were also lucky enough to have a singing 
tour guide. He would sing songs of the 
war, of slaves, and a personal favorite, 
Home on the Range. They were able to 
view and learn about all the murals; they 
also sat in on a house session where they 
would vote on important matters. 

     SENIORS VISIT THE CAPITOL



High School: Alexia Maddy

Parent s: Nichole and Matthew 
Maddy

Grade: Junior

Favor it e Class: Calculus because it?s 
a small class size and I enjoy math.

College and Career  Plans:  I would 
like to attend college and major in vet 
medicine.

Teacher  Quot es:

?Lexie is a very strong, diligent 
student.  She supports her 
classmates learning and volunteers 
her help in the classroom.  She also 
works hard for the yearbook.

Junior  High : Shalynn Steele

Parent s: Ashley and Perry Steele

Grade: 8th

Favor it e Class: English, because I have 
done a lot in that class and I enjoy 
studying about the Holocaust.

College & Career  Plans: I want to 
attend Emporia State but I don?t know 
what major yet. 

Teacher  Quot es:

?Shalynn goes out of her way to do 
what?s right.  She always gets her work 
done and helps others.?

?Shalynn has a big personality, but also 
works really hard!  She cares about her 
grades and doing well.  She is respectful 
to adults and cares for her classmates. 
 She has been a great addition to 
Solomon.?

January Students of the Month



Q:  What made you decide to become a teacher?

A:  I had several teachers who were wonderful influences on me growing up. 
They pushed me out of my comfort zone and helped me grow into the person 
I am today.  I wanted to have that same impact on others, so I became a 
teacher. 

Q:  What are your favorite things to do out of school?

A: In my free time, I enjoy going for long runs in the cold, and I love to do 
anything crafty that I find on Pinterest! 

Q: What 's your favorite thing about  Solomon?

A My favorite thing about teaching at Solomon is my class, of course! They 
always make my day brighter, and I love watching them grow and learn.  

Q: How long have you been teaching?

A:  I have been teaching for about a year. This is my first full year teaching, but 
I taught 6th grade for one semester last Spring.

Q:  what was your favorite subject in high school? 
Why?

A: I had two favorite subjects in high school: 
chemistry and calculus.  I've always loved math 
and science, and those were fun, challenging 
subjects to explore.  I also had pretty awesome 
teachers to learn from! 

Q:  What are you most excited for this school year?

A: I think I am most excited about successfully 
making it through my first year of teaching ELA. 

Teacher 's Spotlight: Mrs. Houser



Keep Reading


