Parents/Guardians,
Attendance is important. Chronic absenteeism is linked to diminished success both in school and
beyond. Our state recently adopted chronic absenteeism as the non academic indicator on our
School Report Card A-F System. We are one of 36 states using this indicator for school
achievement. The state compulsory attendance law requires a student to be in attendance at least
90% of the time to earn credit for a course. With the adoption of the chronic absenteeism
indicator, all absences are included in the calculation. Included in this letter is information from
the OKSDE and from district policy. To align with this indicator and our district school board
policy adopted in 2014, we have evaluated the high school attendance policy and determined that
the implementation of the policy in practice did not match the written policy.

A semester at Tuttle is generally around 90 days. As you can see, for attendance to fall above
90%, a student can have no more than 4 absences for a quarter or 8 for the semester (45 x 0.1 =
4.5, 90 x 0.1 = 9) to receive credit for a course. While a student, according to district policy, is
allowed to miss a maximum of 6 absences per single quarter, the total absences must not be more
than 8 for the semester to receive credit for a course. Starting in the spring semester of the
2018-2019 school year, our attendance practice will match the written attendance policy. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact the school.

According to the OKSDE, “Chronic absenteeism is linked to lower academic performance,
higher dropout rates and diminished success after high school. A student is considered
chronically absent if he or she misses 10 percent or more of school days for any reason – excused
or unexcused.”
(https://sde.ok.gov/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/Frequently%20Asked%20Questions%2
0-%20Chronic%20Absenteeism%20(002)_0.pdf)

Thank you,
Tuttle High School

