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This year’s Homecoming candidates are Blake Matzke, Cole Baird, Logan Wolfley, Kyler Womack, Taylor White, Kelsey Priddy, Madison Wegner, and 
Rachel Heiman. (Photos by Kayce Warren)

Homecoming plans underway

  Homecoming is 
on Friday, Oct. 16, but 
the annual festivities of 
Homecoming will begin on 
Monday, Oct. 12.
     Interested in what’s on 
the calendar for Homecom-
ing? 
• Hallway decorating will 

take place on Sunday, 
Oct. 11 from 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. The themes 
for the hallways are 
as follows: Freshmen 
- 1960s, Sophomores - 
1970s, Juniors - 1980s, 
and Seniors - 1990s. 
Reminder: Students 
need to bring their 
own supplies, including 
everything they want 
to decorate with plus 
tape, scissors, ladders, 
wire, etc.

• Spirit week dress up 
days are as follows: 
Monday- Coachella/ 
Hippie, Tuesday- Punk 
Rock, Wednesday- 
Hip Hop/ Gangster, 
Thursday- Country, and 
Friday- Fanatic Eagle.

• If you are planning on 
entering a float in the 
parade, contact StuCo 
Sponsor Cyndi Circle 
before Oct. 15.

• The parade starts at 
1:45 p.m and will take 
the traditional route as 
previous years. 

• The pep rally after the 
parade will take place 
on the high school 
football field, or high 
school gym if it is 
raining.

• The crowning ceremo-
ny starts at 6:40 p.m.

• The Crown Crew mem-
bers are: Kindergarten-
ers London Backman, 
Saylor Liggatt, Jax 
Manhart, Jaxton Ross, 
Kendrick Vande Velde, 
and Kinley Weber, and 
First Graders Addison 
Henderson and Cam-
den Kruger.

• The football game will 
kick off at 7 p.m.

• The dance will take 
place after the football 
game on Friday and 
will be held in the high 
school commons from 
9 p.m. to 12 a.m. The 
price to enter will be $3 
per person and $5 per 
couple.

• For any additional 
questions, contact 
Cyndi Circle at ccircle@
silverlakeschools.org.

By Abby Brockmann

The Crown Crew members are as fol
The Crown Crew members are as fol
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Lake Wabaunsee: Varsity Medalists- Anastasia 
Graves (4th), Kayla Lane (8th), Gable Howerton 
(7th), and Jason Schroeder (9th). JV Medalists- Jor-
dan Mountain (1st), Caleb Kats (3rd), and Ethan 
Cregan (4th). Team Placing (Varsity Boys)- Second 
out of five teams.
Council Grove: Varsity Medalists- Jade Mountain 
(11th), Anastasia Graves (16th), and Jacob Gerber 
(6th). JV Medalists- Ryan Osterhaus (8th). Team 
Placing (Varsity Boys)- Fifth out of 13 teams.

Girls’ GolfCross Country

Football
“I love cross country because it can be an 
individual and a team sport at the same time. 
Knowing that, it helps me motivate myself and 
my teammates even more.” 
     -Sophomore Jade Mountain

“Everyone has had to step up 
more this year because of the 
numbers out for golf. Overall, 
though, we are improving and 
having fun while doing so.” 
     -Senior Carlie Thompson

(Above) “Our team goal week to 
week is to stay focused on our 
next opponenet in front of us, 
but in the long scheme of things 
our main goal is to win a state 
championship.”
     -Senior Blake Matzke
(Left) “The Holton game was one 
of the best wins I’ve ever been 
a part of. My teammates and 
I were just glad the battle was 
over. A great win it was!” 
     -Senior Hunter Howerton  

“We help each other out at 
practices so we can score well 
at tournaments and hopefully 
qualify to state as a team.”         
     -Junior Kayla Lane

“Being a part of the cross country team is 
different because you learn to interact in an 
individual environment. My goal is to become 
a faster runner and better myself in the next 
two years.” 
     -Sophomore Halie Bouton

GOLF VARSITY FOOTBALLCROSS COUNTRY

     The Silver Lake Lady Eagles volleyball 
team’s record is impressive. In 2012, the team 
came up short with a third place finish at 
state. The following seasons, 2013 and 2014, 
they reached their goal of being Class 3A 
State Champions. 
     Coming off of back-to-back state titles, this 
year the Lady Eagles have a strong incentive 
to win again, knowing that there is a chance 
to three-peat in their future. 
     Five seniors, Gabby Gifford, Rachel Hei-
man, Madison Wegner, Taylor White, and 
Jordan Yoder lead the Lady Eagles. The team 
has five returning starters from last year. 
     State tournaments are always nerve-rack-
ing and intense. However, the senior leaders 
on the volleyball squad have made a total of 
10 state appearances throughout high school 
in various sports. With this experience, the 
team knows how to get the job done while 
staying calm in doing so. 
     Junior Riley Calderwood described the 
seniors’ leadership abilities. 
     “They bring a positive attitude every day to 
practice. When someone is doing something 
wrong, they approach them the right way and 
help them improve their skills. The best quali-
ty for the seniors would be how open they are 
to come talk to with everyday problems and 
questions about sports,” Calderwood said.  
     Senior Setter White described the feelings 
she has about the team’s future success.
     “I believe our team has the want and drive 
to make it back to state and hopefully do big 
things there,” White said. 
     With state only being a month away, the 

Lady Eagles are working hard to achieve 
their goals at practice. Their ultimate goal is 
another state title, but the next game in front 
of them is their main focus as of now. 
     Returning Sophomore Starter Marissa 
Bates explained their intricate practice sched-
ule.
     “At practice, Coach (Sarah) Johnson puts 
in drills that push us, so on game days we 
can perform to the best of our abilities and 
demonstrate our work to others. We do drills 
to help us prepare for large schools which in 
the long run will help us on our road to state,” 
Bates said.  
     So far, the girls have competed in three 
tournaments, a quad, a triangular, and two 
home matches with a record of 23-2. Aside 
from playing league schools, the team has 
played large 4A, 5A, and 6A schools. The 
team has taken home two first-place medals, 
winning the Jeff West and Rossville Invitation-
als. The quad was hosted by Manhattan High 
School on Sept. 10, where the Eagles defeat-
ed Manhattan, Seaman, and lost to Shawnee 
Heights. The following Tuesday, they defeat-
ed Wamego and Hayden. At their first home 
match, the Eagles beat Rossville. 
     Yoder shared how playing larger schools 
helps improve the team as a whole. 
     “I believe that playing bigger schools allows 
us to compete at a higher level of play and 
prepare ourselves for tough post-season 
matches,”  Yoder explained. 
     The Lady Eagle’s still have three league 
games and a tournament until post-season, 
leaving a lot of room for improvement. 

Lady Eagles seek third straight title

A Lot to Upto
By Madison Wegner

  Jeff West Invitational (Village Greens    
  Golf Course): Individual Medalists-   
  Jordan Sharpe (2nd), Carlie Thompson
  (8th), and Kayla Lane (9th). 
  Team Placing- First with a team score of 
  398.
  Santa Fe Trail Invitational (Hidden Springs   
  Golf Course): Individual Medalists- Jordan 
  Sharpe (8th), and Kayla Lane (15th). Team 
  Placing- Third with a team score of 258.

Silver Lake vs. Holton: (W) 23-22 in OT

Silver Lake vs. Perry Lecompton: (W) 
39-38 in OT

Silver Lake vs. Riley County: (W) 40-6

Silver Lake vs. St. Marys: (W) 48-0
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     Most kids hang out with 
friends, play on sports teams, 
or go on vacations during the 
summer. However, Juniors 
Dalton Dultmeier and Abby 
Brockmann took time out of 
their busy schedules to go on 
mission trips. 
     Dultmeier spent a week in 
Nicaragua building a church 
for a community in need.  He 
shared his favorite part about 
the trip. 
     “I enjoyed getting to see the 
hard work that we did put a 
smile on others’ faces. We also 
got to spend time with the 
kids and were able to become 
good friends with them,” he 
explained. 
     Dultmeier shared his 
experience with one of these 
children. 
     “I was able to become close 
to this guy named Arvin. We 
got to spend a lot of time to-
gether, and we became close 
enough that he called me his 
brother,” Dultmeier said. 
     Building these relationships 

and spending this much time 
away from his own friends and 
family taught Dultmeier a lot. 
     “It has changed the way I 
see everything. It is important 
to be grateful for everything 
we have and to help others 
when they are in need. They 
taught me how to stay posi-
tive when things get rough,” 
he said. 
      Brockmann’s trip didn’t 
take her as far from home as 
Dultmeier’s, but it impacted 
her just the same. 
     “I went to the Highland 
Crest community in Topeka to 
Avondale East to help with a 
camp for kids from that com-
munity. This trip was incred-
ibly special to me because it 
really opened my eyes to the 
things that go on in our com-
munity and shows how joyful 
the less fortunate are and that 
really made my heart a grate-
ful one,” Brockmann said. 
     She explained her experi-
ence there.
     “On the missions trip we ran 

a camp called Doxazo during 
the day from 9-3 and just hung 
out with the kids of the com-
munity and loved on them to 
show them God’s love through 
our actions.
     “During the day we played 
games, danced, did art proj-
ects, and taught them more 
about our Savior and all that 
He is to us,” she commented. 
     Like Dultmeier, Brockmann 
was able to make a close 
friend during her trip. 
     “My favorite memory of 
the trip was hanging out with 
a little girl named Dayli. She 
was a quiet camper, so I was 
immediately drawn to her. 
Throughout the week we 
learned dances that we were 
going to perform the last day 
of camp, and Dayli usually was 
not having it. 
     “She didn’t like dancing 
or being in front of people. 
The last day when it was 
time to perform, she did not 
want to go out there. I took 
her aside and said I couldn’t 
dance without my amazing 
dance partner! She agreed 
and when it was time to go 

out, she ditched our spot in 
the back of the group and 
moved to the front and center. 
I was so proud to see her grow 
throughout the week and 
come out of her shell,” she 
said. 
     Brockmann said she learned 
a lot not only about others 
but about herself while on this 
trip. 
     “I learnd how to love every-
one you come into contact 
with. Love is such a powerful 
emotion and action and show-
ing everyone you meet love is 
so important. I learned to be 
grateful for the life I have been 
given and to not take anything 
I have for granted because 
there are people in our com-
munity with close to nothing 
and yet they still rejoice in 
the life God has blessed them 
with. 
     “I try to apply what I learned 
from the missions trip and 
bring it with me everywhere 
I go, especially school. I want 
to try to shine God’s light and 
love everyone I meet just as I 
did at the missions trip,” she 
said.

Juniors bring joy to those both near and far
By Sami Fischer

Dultmeier went to Nicaragua with his church youth group. While he 
was there, he helped build a church for a communitiy in need.

Brockmann played games, danced, and did art projects with Dayli, 
along with other campers, during her mission trip in Topeka. She was 
a group leader for fifth-graders and led alongside other members of 
her church and community.

Morning Miracles and Madness 
By Halie Bouton

 

Have you ever laid in bed 
dreading getting up, or do you let 
the morning sky brighten up your 
morning?  
     Everyone goes through the every-
day routine of getting out of bed, or 
more like crawling out. Whether it is 
your favorite alarm or breakfast that 
keeps you going, these are just a few 
routines that go with getting up in the 
morning.    
    Junior Josh Wilson said he likes the 
sizzling taste of french toast when he 
wakes up in the morning.  
     Wilson described his favorite part 
about eating french toast.
      “The more sugar you add, the bet-
ter off you will be, and the fluffiness 
keeps you wanting more,” Wilson 
said.
     Wilson also said that his favorite 
alarm in the morning is “music tone” 
because it makes him feel abruptly 
awakened and ready for the rest of 
the day.
     Aubrey Dick, sophomore, shared 
her favorite breakfast food.   
     “(My) favorite breakfast would have 
to be biscuits and gravy,” she said.  
     Junior Jennah Ridder explained that 

she is not a morning person.  
     “The morning is the death of me,” 
she joked. 
     Ridder said that taking a shower in 
the morning wakes her up and gets her 
ready for the rest of the day.
      Calen Schuckman, sophomore, 
explained his love for Katy Perry in the 
mornings.
     “The only routine that can get me 
going in the morning are her lyrics. I 
could wake up to her voice every morn-
ing,” he said. 
     Schuckman also said that the first 
thing he does in the morning is turn off 
his alarm and go back to sleep.   
     Sophomore Miranda Graf described 
her mornings by comparing herself to 
a zombie.      
     She described herself getting out of 
her bed, crawling out of a grave, and 
dragging herself to school.  
     Graf’s morning routine includes 
making sure she has brushed her teeth 
and that she is prepared for the rest of 
the day.
     Saxton Johnson, freshman, ex-
plained that the first thing he does in 
the morning is eat a nutritious break-
fast.
      “I sprinkle my morning with 
sunshine and my mouth with Honey 
Bunches of Oats,” Johnson said.   

The more sugar you 
add the better off you 
will be.

     -Josh Wilson

The morning is the 
death of me.
     -Jennah Ridder

Sophomore Miranda Graf pretends to brush her teeth to illustrate what she does first 
thing in the morning to get prepared for the rest of the day. (Photo by Halie Bouton)

Favorite breakfast in 
the morning is biscuits 
and gravy.
     -Aubrey Dick
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  Rhodes to achievement 

By Abby Brockmann

     There is a new band teacher in 
town, and he is on the “Rhodes” 
to success. 
     High School Band Teacher 
Andrew Rhodes started his first 
year teaching at Silver Lake this-
fall. Rhodes attended Washburn 
University where he received his 
Bachelor of Music in Music Edu-
cation and his Bachelor of Music 
in Music Performance. While 
he was there, he also played 
saxophone.
     Rhodes shared why he chose 
to go to Washburn University.
     “I decided to go to Washburn 
because of the music faculty, 
specifically Dr. Craig Treinen. He 
is the Director of Jazz Studies 
and Applied Saxophone at Wash-
burn. I remember meeting him 
and getting to hear him play and 
that was all I needed to know. 
From then on I knew that he was 
who I wanted to learn from, and 
I am grateful that I did. The rest 
of the amazing faculty and the 

campus life at Washburn was just 
a bonus,” he explained.
     Treinen wasn’t the only one 
who taught Rhodes. He shared 
who inspired him to become a 
band teacher.
     “My previous band directors, 
Mr. Rob Foster Jr., Mr. Justin 
Love, and Mr. Dan Freeman 
inspired me to become a band 
teacher. These three gentlemen 
showed me that I could achieve 
many things with music. 
     “They passed their passion for 
music on to me and supported 
me every step of the way. They 
provided and continue to provide 
me with opportunities to learn 
and grow as an individual, mu-
sician, and a person. My hope is 
that someday I can do the same 
thing for my students,” Rhodes 
shared.
     Rhodes described his past ex-
periences playing in high school 
and college.
     “My directors provided me 

with lots of opportunities to go 
play with different groups and 
gain experience. In high school 
I played with different honor 
bands, district bands, and jazz 
bands. I also had opportunities 
to travel for events that I was 
performing in. 
     “In college it was more of the 
same. I got the opportunity to 
play with famous musicians, 
travel to different states and 
locations to perform, and start 
performing solo work also. 
     “Also while at Washburn I 
started playing in a lot more en-
sembles and some professional 
jazz bands,” he explained.
     Rhodes shared why the saxo-
phone is his favorite instrument 
to play.
     “It was the first instrument I 
learned to play and continually 
practice and learn about to this 
day. I enjoy playing the saxo-
phone because it is used a lot in 
jazz and that is my favorite style 

of music to both listen to and 
play. I also enjoy learning about 
the mechanics and different im-
provements that has been made 
to the saxophone over time. 
Mostly the saxophone is my 
favorite because it’s awesome,” 
he shared.
     Rhodes explained the best 
part about teaching high school 
students.
     “My favorite part about 
teaching high school students 
is their level of ability. Younger 
students don’t have nearly the 
same technical abilities as the 
older students. With that greater 
range of technical ability comes 
the opportunity to play more 
advanced music and focus on 
things like tuning and sight-read-
ing instead of correct notes and 
rhythms,” he said.

For the rest of the article, go to
the district web site

Above- From back to front: Riley Cobb (Class 
of 2015), Nathan Ruby (Junior) and Sydney 
Monteith (Senior).

“I got the 
opportunity to play 

with famous 
musicians, travel 

to different states 
and locations to 

perform, and start 
performing solo 

work also,” Rhodes 
shared.     Since his freshman year, Senior Logan 

Wolfley has been a notable athlete at Silver 
Lake, excelling in many sports including 
football and basketball. In the midst of his 
sophomore year, he added track to his list 
and discovered a passion for the sport.
     That year, he competed in shot put, dis-
cus, and triple jump. Last year as a junior, 
he made a decision that would change his 
athletic career: he added the javelin.
     That decision led to the following acco-
lades: regional champion with a 28-foot 
personal record throw of 183-02 and a new 
school record, and fifth-place medalist at 
state with a throw of 169-00.
     Wolfley, along with Senior Zach Redmon 
and 2015 Graduate Brennan Damman, 
broke the school record as a javelin team 
with 429-04.
     After his post-season success, Wolfley 
decided he wanted to focus more on track 
and take initiative to improve his skills. 
That’s when he joined the NEK (North East 
Kansas) Track Club this summer. He partic-
ipated in shot put, discus, hammer throw, 
and javelin.
     “The NEK is a team that participates 
in AAU (Amateur Athletic Union) track 
meets. I decided to join because I talked to 
the guy that ran it, and I felt like it would 
be beneficial for me to join,” he said.

     With this organization, Wolfley was able 
to compete at AAU and USATF (USA Track 
& Field)  Jr. Olympics. Among the talented 
competition, he focused on his goal, ap-
plied his skills, and did exceptionally well.
     According to Wolfley, at the AAU Jr. 
Olympics, there were 15,000 athletes ages 
7-17 participating. He competed against 68 
javelin throwers and captured an impres-
sive second place. 
     At the USATF Jr. Olympics, he competed 

Wolfley discovers
remarkable talent

       “I felt very happy and accomplished 
with how I finished. I felt that all the 

hard work finally paid off,” 
Wolfley said.

against 48 athletes and placed 13th. 
     “I felt very happy and accomplished with 
how I finished. I felt that all the hard work 
finally paid off,” he said. 
     This summer, Wolfley said he practiced 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays. Mondays and Wednesdays were 
at Seaman High School and Tuesdays and 
Thursdays were at Wamego High School. 
     He said Tuesdays and Thursdays prac-
tices were only about and hour and a half, 
while the other days were anywhere from 
two hours to over three. 

For the rest of the article, go to 
the district web site

Left- Rhodes and Olivia Beach (Junior).

By Kelsey Priddy

Silver Lake Throwing Coach Amy Farlee 
with Wolfley

http://silverlakeschools.org/200300_3
http://silverlakeschools.org/200299_3
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The “Tipping” Point
By Colton Swaim

     To many, the start of the school year means stress, especially 
for incoming freshmen. 
     To help them get their school year started off right, some tips 
for success were offered by Senior Tessa Welbourne, Junior Josh 
Wilson, and Sophomores Macey Koelliker and Keith Nagy.

• “Since I know this from experience, you should get your 
homework done on time and don’t procrastinate on big 
projects that are worth a lot in the gradebook,” Welbourne 
explained.

• “Lay off of the cologne, and it’s alright to socialize with peo-
ple outside of your friends,” Wilson commented.

• “I think that if freshmen get enough sleep and don’t stay up 
all night trying to get homework done after sports practices, 
they should be fine. I sadly learned from experience and know 
better now than I did before,” Koelliker stated.

• “Freshmen should be outgoing and be more involved with 
more activites such as sports, Scholars Bowl, Debate, FFA, 
and other activities. Also, do not be afraid to talk to upper-
classmen. They aren’t as scary as they look,” Nagy replied.

Freshmen: What is the best 
advice you’ve heard so far?

Emma Hubener: 
“The best advice I’ve heard this 
year is to get involved with 
activities outside of school. For 
me, it was debate.”

Jason Schroeder: “Make sure 
to eat breakfast before school.”

Josh Adee: “I think that the best 
advice I’ve heard was to make 
more friends outside of my circle 
and just be more outgoing.”

Macey Clark: “You should try to 
study a lot so that you can get 
good grades on your homework 
and ace your tests so you can get 
a high GPA.”

Freshman FFA Member Saylor Steele 

Upperclassmen offer their advice to freshmen


