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Shrek the Musical hits the stage

     “Shrek the Musical” came in full 
swing for Silver Lake High School on 
Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. in the PAC. 
     There were three performances:      
7 p.m. on Friday, 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
and 2 p.m. on Sunday.
     Students worked hard to prepare 
and practice for the show and had to 
learn how to balanace everything out 
with their school work and extracur-

ricular activities.
     Cast members rehearsed every class 
period for two months. Along with 
this, they also practiced every day after 
school the week of the musical. 
     Students in stage tech also worked 
alongside the cast members and helped 
the show run smoothly. Check out the 
wrap-up of the musical at 
http://www.silverlakeschools.org.

By Abby Brockmann
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Football boys wrap up their season 
     After every football season ends, 
there are many emotions that run 
through the town. The fans eagerly 
wait for next year, the boys focus 
on how they can get better, and the 
seniors take in their final memories 
on CJ Hamilton Field. 
     The football boys wrapped up 
their season with a devastating loss 
to Rossville (14-21) at sub-state on 
Friday, Nov. 21. They worked hard 
all season and through every game 
played with the heart for which they 
are known. 
     Throughout every season memo-
ries are made that will never be for-
gotten by the players. Junior Cole 
Baird explained his most memo-
rable moment from this season.

and push myself,” Baird said. 
     One reason the underclassmen 
are motivated to work hard is their 
inspiration from the upperclassmen. 
Sophomore Dalton Dultmeier share 
his biggest inspiration.
     “My biggest inspiration this sea-
son was Jace Freeman because he 
would always work hard and help 
others do their best and encourage 
them,” Dultmeier said. 
     When one season ends, the play-
ers begin to set goals for next year. 
Freshman Josh Boyd described his 
goals.
     “My goals for next year are to 
beat Rossville and win state,” Boyd 
said. 
     A strong bond is formed be-
tween the football players, creating 
a brotherhood that will last longer 
than their high school football 
career. Senior Cody Renfro shared 
what he will miss most about foot-
ball.
     “I will miss the journey and 
experience of playing alongside 
my best friends the most. Also, the 
brotherhood we have created play-
ing with the same people our entire 
lives,” Renfro said. 
 

     “Personally my most memorable 
part of the season was the Wells-
ville game because that was prob-
ably my best game,” Baird said.
     Reflecting on each game and 
deciding what to improve on is es-
sential to a successful team. Junior 
Blake Matzke described what was 
learned this season.
     “I learned that we need to de-
velop leadership roles early in the 
season. Personally as a senior next 
year I need to step up and fill that 
spot,” Matzke said. 
     Every year underclassmen 
have to step up and contribute to 
the team. Freshman Keenan Baird 
shared how he helped out the team.
     “I tried to get better every day 

Lady Eagles seek redemption
     Last season the varsity basket-
ball girls fell short at the sub-state 
game against Wabaunsee. This year 
they will have a lot of experience 
with four returning starters. 
     The Lady Eagles have high ex-
pectations for themselves and they 
are determined to reach their goals 
and redeem themselves from their 
hard-fought loss last 
season.
     Sophomore Torey 
Burkhardt described 
why she decided to go 
out for basketball.
     “I did basketball 
this year because I 
like to play, and I also 
like to stay in shape,” 
Burkhardt said.
     Every year the upperclassmen 
have to step up and keep the team 
motivated. Junior Madison Wegner 
explained how she is going to be-
come a leader this year.
     “Starting last year and having 
experience at the varsity level will 
help me become a leader this sea-
son. We have a lot of upperclassmen 
that have a great sense of the game 
and will be positive and encourag-
ing,” Wegner said. 

     Staying motivated requires 
keeping goals in mind. Junior Tay-
lor White shared what her team 
and individual goals are this year.
     “Our team goal is to go to state 
and my individual goal is to get 
more assists than I did last year,” 
White explained.
     Sophomore Kayla Lane de-

scribed how she 
stays motivated dur-
ing the season.
     “The way I stay 
motivated during the 
season is staying fo-
cused on my goals,” 
Lane said.
     This year’s team 
knows that if they 

want to reach their goals they’ve 
set, they have to stay determined 
and work hard during the whole 
season. Senior Katlyn Kirkwood 
explained what she does to keep 
the team motivated. 
     “To keep the team motivated, I 
like to encourage every individual 
to get better. We need everyone 
each day to come and work re-
ally hard and be productive to get 
better and receive the outcome we 
want as a team,” Kirkwood said. 
 

By Kelsey Priddy

“We have a lot of 
upperclassmen that 
have a great sense 

of the game and will 
be positive and 
encouraging,” 
Wegner said.

By Kelsey Priddy
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
By Abby Brockmann

Freshman 
Shelli McDaniel

Favorite Christmas 
Movie

     Christmas time is a season of giving and 
traditions. Freshman Shelli McDaniel has 
been participating in Christmas traditions 
since she was 5-years-old.
     “I spend my Christmas just catching up 
with my family and pulling a lot of pranks 
on them with my cousins,” McDaniel 
explained.
     McDaniel shared her favorite Christmas 
activity.
     “My favorite Christmas activity to do 
is watch the movie ‘A Christmas Vaca-
tion,’ and we always laugh hard because 
it reminds us of our family in Wisconsin,” 
she stated.
     Getting into the Christmas spirit is an-
other must for McDaniel.
     “I get in the Christmas spirit by mak-
ing cookies with my friends and family. 
Also by decorating the Christmas tree and 
putting up the Christmas lights,” McDaniel 
explained.
     The holidays give you a chance to get 
in the spirit of happiness and giving, and 
Christmas movies can do just that.
     “My favorite Christmas movie is ‘A 
Princess For Christmas’ because it has a 
great message on how to be grateful and 
never take life for granted,” McDaniel 
shared. 
     Other popular Christmas movies include 
“Elf,” “Polar Express,” “Home Alone,” 
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” and 
“The Santa Clause.”               
     McDaniel also gets in the Christmas 
spirit by listening to music.
     “My favorite Christmas song is ‘Jingle 
Bells’ because I would always sing it ob-
noxious when I was a little kid,” she said.
     Christmas apparel such as ugly Christ-
mas sweaters and Santa hats are another 

great way to get into the Christmas spirit. 
     For a vast array of Christmas sweaters, 
scan here.41%

4%
35%

17%

3%

*out of  171 Silver Lake High School students

     The holidays provide for many memo-
ries.
     “My best Christmas memory is at my 
grandma’s and my cousin Valen tried to 
slide across a pond and the ice broke and 
he fell into the freezing water,” McDaniel 
shared. 
     McDaniel said she still has more memo-
ries she’d like to make during the holidays.
     “I would like to go Christmas carol-
ing during the holidays because my mom 
always said it was fun doing it when she 
grew up, so I would like to experience it 
for myself,” she explained.
     Gratefulness is another key part of the 
holidays, and having an attitude of grati-
tude can get you into the Christmas spirit 
as well.
     Christmas is known as a season of giv-
ing, and McDaniel said she enjoys giving 
more than receiving during the Christmas 
season.
     “I would like giving more than receiv-
ing during the holidays because you feel 
good about yourself and that you tried to 
make an impact on someone’s life,” Mc-
Daniel explained.
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     While most students are 
at home studying or practic-
ing in the gym after school, 
some students are work-
ing on top of their school 
schedules. 
     Senior Codey Watson 
shared the most difficult 
part of his job at Cold Stone 
Creamery.
     “The most difficult part 
of having a job and going to 
high school would have to 
be time management. Some-
times I don’t get home until 
11 p.m., and I still have to 
find time to finish all of my 
homework,” Watson shared.
     Senior Logan Run-
nebaum explained how 
working at Bed, Bath and 
Beyond helps improve her 
time management skills.
     “At school, I always 
utilize my free class time to 
get homework done. It’s not 
a good feeling to get home 
from work at 10:25 and 
have three assignments due 
the next day and two tests 
to study for. At work, I just 
focus on my tasks there until 
it’s time to clock out,” Run-
nebaum explained.
     Junior Brianna Womack 
shared how having a job at 
Wehner’s Thriftway taught 
her to have more responsi-
bility for her actions.
     “Having a job in high 
school has taught me 

most important tip to remem-
ber when you have a job in 
high school.
     “I would recommend get-
ting a job during high school. 
It’s important for everybody 
to gain more responsibility 
and have a little job experi-
ence before they leave high 
school.
     “It’s important that when 
people get jobs, that they 
still enjoy their high school 
years. It can be easy to get 
too busy with work and miss 
a lot of school activities,” 
Watson shared.

responsibility because at 
your job, if you mess up, 
it’s on you and no on else,” 
Womack shared.
     Runnebaum explained 
her favorite part of having 
a job.
     “My favorite part of 
having a job is the people 
I work with because they 
made it so welcoming when 
I first started there. I never 
felt like the awkward new 
girl,” Runnebaum ex-
plained.
     Womack shared how the 
holidays affect her work 
schedule.
     “The holidays don’t 
affect my work schedule; 
they usually close on holi-
days. I don’t really have an 
extra work load,” Womack 
shared.
     Runnebaum explained 
her least favorite part of 
having a job in high school.
     “My least favorite part 
of having a job in high 
school is missing out on fun 
stuff like football or bas-
ketball games and having 
to schedule around school 
functions that I’m involved 
in like choir concerts, the 
musical and the play, and 
forensics,” Runnebaum 
explained.
       Watson shared whether 
he believes other students 
should get jobs and the 

Workload balancing act Workplace
Love and Hate

“The best part of my job is get-
ting to interact with the resi-
dents. Some of them have pretty 
interesting stories, while others 
are so silly. They suprise me 
with something new every time I 
see them,” Akin said.

“The best part of my job is the 
people I get to work with and 
the experience that I gain. I have 
made some close friends and 
have learned a lot about the real 
world,” Soudek said.

“The worst part of my job is 
the grease... I think that is self 
explanatory,” Soudek said.

“The worst part of my job is the 
time crunch to accomplish way 
too many tasks in way too little 
time to do it all,” Akin said.

Jacinta Akin, Senior
(Rossville Manor Employee)

Ethan Soudek, Senior 
(McDonald’s Employee)

Cameron McGough, Senior
(Cold Stone Creamery Employee)

“The best thing about having a 
job in high school is that it 
gives you an opportunity to 
save for college while you’re 
not paying tuition or rent,” 
McGough said

“The worst thing about having a job 
in high school is a balancing issue. 
It is difficult to measure how much 
I can work because the school 
load always varies. I am often torn 
between studying for a test or help-
ing out a co-worker by taking their 
shift; however, school always wins,” 
McGough said.

Keegan Weber, Senior
(Pier 1 Imports Employee)

By Dalton Byrne

“The best thing about having 
a job in high school is earning 
money while still living at home. 
Your parents house and feed 
you, so you don’t have to worry 
about that expense. This allows 
you to save money or spend it as 
you see fit,”  Weber said.

“I would say that the worst thing 
about having a job is that it in-
terupts your school life as well as 
your personal life. I average about 
25 hours a week, I leave school to 
go to work and return home about 
10-12 o’clock at night,” Weber said.

*Works at 
Wehner’s Thriftway 

grocery store.

*Works 12 hours a 
week

*Works Mondays and 
Thursdays

Margaret Thomas

Left: Brianna Womack, junior, clears out 
her register to begin her new shift at Weh-
ner’s Thriftway in Silver Lake. (Photos by 
Dalton Byrne)

Logan Runnebaum, senior, stocks the shelves with new candles at 
Bed, Bath, and Beyond.
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     Around this time every Christ-
mas season, the Lady Eagles 
basketball team makes it a priority 
to spend their time at the Ronald 
McDonald house in Kansas City 
to help out a good cause. This has 
been a tradition for five years in the 
Lady Eagles basketball program.          
     On Dec. 6, the team spent two 
and a half hours at the Ronald 
McDonald house cleaning rooms, 
raking leaves, doing the dishes, and 
other household chores. 
     Senior Lauren Simone de-
scribed her experiences at the 
Ronald McDonald house. 
     “Being able to volunteer at the 
Ronald McDonald house is re-
warding. It is also a great time for 
the whole team to get together and 
do some fun team bonding,” she 
shared.
     The girls have a large team this 
year which made it more efficient 
to get work done at the house. 
     Freshman Mikayla Smith shared 

out the team this season.
     “Spending time at the Ronald 
McDonald house will help us be 
successful this year because I think 
it broadened our outlook on life, 
and it encouraged us to become 
more unified as a team,” Krogman 
explained. 

what her duties were while donat-
ing her time to this charity.
     “As a freshman,  it was my job 
to work outside this year, and we 
had to rake and bag leaves. Since 
there are a lot of us, we really got 
the opportunity to clean the yard 
very well and make it look nice,” 
Smith said. 
     The mission for the Lady 
Eagle’s team is to not just improve 
as basketball players, but to grow 
as people. 
     The Lady Eagles hope to con-
tinue this tradition for many years 
to come. Especially around this 
time, it is a great way to spread the 
holiday cheer to families that tem-
porarily live in the Ronald McDon-
ald house. 
     This basketball season, the girls 
plan to find another opportunity to 
give their time and help out sur-
rounding communities.
     Junior Rylie Krogman ex-
pressed how charity work will help 

[

]

“

”
-Allison Christy

By Madison Wegner


