
 
 
 
ENGLISH 1 PRE-AP SUMMER READING 
 
The purpose of the summer assignment includes the following: 

1. The student will demonstrate the ability to read independently and critically. 
2. The student will demonstrate a commitment to rigor of the PAP program by 

completing the assignment. 
3. The student will demonstrate the ability to follow directions and adhere to 

detail. 
4. The student will demonstrate a basic knowledge of common literary devices 

along with purpose and function. 
 
The Pre-AP course is intended to strengthen the transition between secondary 
school and higher education.  Among the goals of the course will be the fostering of 
individual student responsibility for serious scholarship by providing opportunities 
to work at a college level and to prepare to future AP exams. Pre-AP courses 
challenge students to analyze, rationalize, discuss and apply understanding in highly 
thoughtful ways. Expectations are extremely high for students as the course work is 
college level and will require that students be self-disciplined as well as follow 
effective study habits.    
 
Prior to the start of the fall semester, any student enrolled in English I Pre-AP will be 
required to read “Ender’s Game” by Orson Scott Card and will complete the 
summer assignment provided.  This novel may be purchased at a local bookstore or 
checked out from a public library.  We strongly recommend the students purchase 
the novel so that they may highlight or take notes in them.  Too often, reading is a 
passive experience for many of our students; they sit down with a book, pass their 
eyes over the words, and say they have completed the assignment.  The required 
assignment ensures that students engage with the text and evaluate its claims, style 
and effects.  The novel MUST BE READ IN ITS ENTIRETY.  Study guides and internet 
sources can be used to aid the student’s comprehension, but they must not be used 
as the primary source of knowledge.  STUDENTS MUST READ THE BOOK!  Students 
will be expected to discuss and complete activities surrounding the events in the 
novel the first week of school. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to call Jody Carter at Chico High School at 940-
644-2228 or you mail email questions to jcarter@chico.k12.tx.us or 
eaglestate@embarqmail.com.  If your email gets caught in the school spam, it may 
be the next day before I retrieve the email from my spam folder.  Thank you. 
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NAME: _________________________________________________    
 

CHICO ELA PAP:H CONTRACT 
 

Please carefully read and initial the below statements to indicate your 
understanding and compliance with the guidelines and prerequisites of the 
Chico High School Pre-AP program: 
 
__________ I agree to read and complete the summer reading assignment and 
understand that the assignment is due the first day of class in August.  NO 
EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE, AND LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  I 
further understand that failure to complete the assignment on time will 
gravely impact my grade for the first six weeks because this work is part of the 
curriculum. 
 
__________  I understand that the level of work in Pre-AP is more demanding 
than on-level English and I am willing to accept the challenge. 
 
__________ I agree to type or word process out of class essays that the instructor 
assigns and that technological failure (“my cartridge ran out of ink” or “my 
computer crashed”) is not an acceptable excuse. 
 
__________ I agree to drop Pre-AP and add an on-level English class, regardless of 
convenience, if I fail or am in danger of failing at any time.  I agree to discuss 
this change with my parents and the instructor. 
 
__________ I understand that Pre-AP requires independent reading and many 
hours a week outside of class to complete required readings. 
 
__________ I will not grumble, gossip, or complain about the difficulty of the class 
but will instead seek help from the instructor during class, before school, or 
after school. 
 
__________ I understand that late assignments will not be accepted unless the 
instructor overrides due to extenuating circumstances.  I also understand that 
waiting until the last minute to complete work is not an excuse for turning in 
an assignment late. 
 
I understand the above requirements of the Pre-AP program and am willing to 
adhere to them. 
 
 
Student Signature  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature  ________________________________________________________________________ 


