
Tips for teachers and staff to help with IPM 

Clutter and pests go hand-in-hand:  In most schools today clutter is a natural phenomenon that 
just “happens.” However, many pests (cockroaches, spiders & mice) thrive in areas that accumulate 
a lot clutter. Clutter control is essential in classrooms to reduce potential habitats for pests. 
 
Summer storage can lead to pest problems later in the school year. Try storing 
items inside plastic storage containers for easy use and cleanup. 

o Keep materials organized in plastic storage boxes with lids. 
o Eliminate cardboard wherever possible. 
o Store items several inches away from walls so that storage areas 

can be easily inspected for pests. 
o  

Facing the food battle in the classroom:   These days keeping food out of the classroom is not as 
easy as it once was. There are those rooms that students spend their entire day in the room, even 
lunches. That said, teachers and students can help keep pest populations from 
going “out of control.” 

o Store food in pest-proof plastic containers. 
o Keep items like beans, corn, and macaroni in plastic containers and 

pick up spilled items after each use. 
o If food or drinks are spilled in the room, clean it up immediately. 
o Encourage students not to keep food, drinks or candy in their desk or 

lockers. Have a cleaning party before long school breaks. 

 
Pets in the classroom are good only if they don’t distract or add more stress for teachers and students. 

Pets can become pests when ants, mice, and gnats also inhabit their space. 
 

Pets in the classroom: Pets in a classroom can provide valuable learning opportunities; however, 
they can also lead to pest problems. 

o Store pet food in sealable containers; make sure the lids are closed tightly each day. 
o Clean up food or water spilled during routine feedings. 
o Clean pet cages and aquariums on regular basis. 
o Check aquariums periodically for water leaks. 
o Avoid placing pet cages and aquariums on wooden boxes, place on an open pedestal – 

less area for pests to hide. 
 

Report problems and monitor for pests: Teacher and custodians are usually the first to find a 
problem. However they do not always think to report it. 

o Report water leaks, cracks in doors and windows, or other items needing repair. 
o Help identify pest vulnerable areas to the IPM Coordinator or the licensed applicator. 
o Use a pest sighting log in each building, report pest sightings immediately and 

accurately. 
o Don’t move pest monitoring stations, if you notice one has been moved report it. 
o Don’t store pesticides in your room or custodial closet. 
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