
Levelland Middle School   FAQ’s 

SY 20-21 FAQ for School Opening 

 

Quarantine Requirements -- 

 

If a student I am in contact with tests positive, will I need to quarantine? If so, do I 

lose 14 sick days? 

No, the sick student is sent home.  Students and staff remain unless a need for a 

temporary closure is determined. 

 

How will immune-compromised teachers or students be affected? 

All employees will return to work unless they meet FFCRA guidelines. 

 

If a staff member or student comes down with a fever will they be required to get 

tested for COVID-19 and provide the school with documentation of the results? 

Students will be under the guidance of a doctor.  Doctor documentation will be 

required to return to school. 

 

If a student in our class tests positive, will we be told? 

You will be notified if there is a positive case in your classroom or if an  

adult in the building tests positive but the name will be kept confidential.  

 

Leave Time -- 

 

Will we be required to lose sick days if we test positive? 

If qualifying for FFCRA, the staff member will have access to 10 days of additional 

paid sick leave--available ONE TIME ONLY.  If more than 10 days are needed, staff 

member will use their own leave options--state or local. 

 

If a teacher's child needs to quarantine will the educator parent be required to use 

their sick days? 

Refer to FFCRA guidelines.  You can use 10 days--ONLY ONE TIME--and may 

become eligible for ⅔ pay for 10 weeks as per FFCRA guidelines. 

 

If teachers have children in other districts that choose different models of school 

with split sessions or etc. how would that be handled?  

Leave is provided if schools/day care are closed or child is ill; otherwise, Levelland 

ISD staff should be at work and would not qualify for FFCRA. 

 

Will there be a cap on sick day usage for older teachers who have accumulated 

more than 50 days? 75? 100? 

See DEC (LOCAL) Board Policy. 
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If we aren't comfortable going to school to teach once plans are laid out in our 

district, can we opt to do so remotely?  

All employees are required to physically report to work unless qualifying for COVID 

related absences.  See DEC (LOCAL) policy for other leave options. 

 

Classroom/Teacher Concerns -- 

 

How will social distancing work in classrooms with more than 10-15 students? 

What about classes/grade levels that require close contact and collaboration for 

content and social-emotional development? 

Social distancing at six feet is recommended.  Next best practice is three feet.  If 

neither are possible, wear a face covering. 

 

For someone who is asthmatic for example, and has an office with no windows and 

poor ventilation, wearing a mask all day will be impossible. What options will the 

teachers have to maintain full-time status? 

Masks are required as per the governor’s guidelines at this time. 

 

What if a teacher or assistant needs to use Crisis prevention intervention (CPI) with 

a student? 

Follow CPI requirements which state that restraint is used only as a last resort. 

 

If a student is not wearing a mask then will the teacher help that student from a 

6-foot distance, as otherwise the teacher will be put at risk? 

Social distancing at six feet is recommended.  The next best practice is three feet. 

If neither is possible, wear a face covering. 

 

Will face shields be an acceptable face covering for students and staff? 

Face shields and masks are both acceptable. 

 

Will there be additional teacher/staff lounges available so that adults can also be 

distanced while eating? 

Please social distance or seek other options for lunch. 

 

If teachers are in class instructing students all day, who is responsible for online 

instruction for the students whose parents choose to keep them home? 

This will be a campus decision after reviewing student needs. 

 

Will individual teachers be allowed to require that students wear masks in their 

classrooms? 

Masks are required as per the governor’s guidelines at this time.  Teachers are 

expected to follow these guidelines or those set by the district. 
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Will teachers need to sign a waiver to work? No. School districts cannot be held liable. 

Will students sign a waiver protecting teachers in the event a student gets sick while in their 
class? No. School district employees cannot be held liable. 

 
 

Student Concerns -- 

 

Will the state attendance laws be changed so students/families aren't compelled to 

come to school sick? 

Compulsory attendance rules are in place.  For extenuating circumstances, 

attendance committees can make campus decisions.  A student should not attend 

school if they have had a fever within 24 hours of attending. 

 

What happens when parents choose to homeschool their child(ren) and then enroll 

after the district’s deadline? 

Homeschool children are not enrolled in the district.  They can enroll in Levelland 

ISD but face-to-face instruction is highly recommended. 

 

How will we address the mental health needs of our students in a safe and effective 

manner? 

Counselors and staff will follow regular channels of addressing the social/emotional 

needs of students. 

Will all students be expected to stay in the same room all day? No. Students will move as 
scheduled and disinfect when leaving a classroom.  
 

Instructional Concerns -- 

 

What will happen with classrooms that are set up with tables and/or have flex 

seating like bouncy balls? There is no way to spread out tables or quickly sanitizer 

those seats between the switching of classes. 

Social distancing at six feet is recommended.  The next best practice is three feet. 

If neither is possible, wear a face covering. 

 

We have class sets of textbooks for a lot of our courses, how is the sharing/cleaning 

of shared resources being handled? (Desks, books, pencil sharpeners, art supplies, 

etc) 

Students will need their own supplies.  Shared equipment will need to be sanitized 

frequently. 
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How should science labs be handled? 

Social distancing at six feet is recommended.  The next best practice is three feet. 

If neither is possible, wear a face covering. 

 

How will grading work (especially if some students remain at home)? Online 

assessments vs in-person assessments are entirely different. 

Grading policies will remain consistent under both models. 

 

 

 

 

How will physical education classes happen? 

PE classes are some of the largest in the school and are usually made up of multiple 

classes. If students can’t share equipment, what will the class look like? 

Equipment will be cleaned regularly.  PE teachers will plan instruction to meet social 

distancing requirements.  Outside activities will also be encouraged. 

 

When it comes to younger students, our curriculum is play-based and hands-on. 

How will play-based learning work? (Blocks, games, manipulatives, puzzles, 

kitchen, puppets, play-doh, cars, etc) expectations be? 

Regular sanitizing will be required. 

 

Campus Concerns -- 

 

What happens to fire drills? Lockdown drills? Evacuation drills? These are done 

multiple times per year and require close proximity. 

The laws remain the same.  Campuses will consider current guidelines into 

consideration in the planning and implementation of these various drills. 

 

The guidelines recommend keeping doors propped open. Will COVID precautions 

overrule active shooter precautions? 

Doors will/should not be propped open.  COVID safety requirements will coordinate 

with current safety precautions in place. 

 

Who will be responsible for cleaning shared materials and supplies like computers? 

Foggers will be used to assist in hard to clean areas. Keyboard covers may also be 

a viable option. 

 

Will teachers be provided with the necessary PPE? 

The district has access to masks and hand sanitizer.  

 

What about masks for unprepared students? 

Masks may be provided in the office.  Adult visitors will be limited. 
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Will we be provided with the necessary cleaning products? 

Yes, Sodexo will provide the tools needed to maintain a clean environment. 

 

Will there be a limit to how much (if any) equipment I should use for class? All equipment will 
have to be sanitized between classes. The limit is simply whatever you have enough of for 
individual use or can be sanitized. Students can sanitize at the end of each class and we are 
working on a schedule to allow time for this. 

 Will our drinking fountains be off-limits for students? Fountains are turned off.  

 If so, are we encouraging them to bring water bottles with their names on them? Students will be 
allowed/encouraged to bring a labeled water bottle. 

 If they don’t bring water bottles, how do we provide them water? Water dispensers and cups 
will be provided in the cafeteria for limited use. Students will have to get a drink from there and 
get to their class prior to being counted tardy. 

 Are we considering doing staggered arrival and dismissal times? No 

What will be done as far as lunchtime and whether students are able to eat in the cafeteria or not? 
Lunch schedule will be modified to allow for social distancing when feasible.  We will utilize 
the patio to help spread students out.  On inclement weather days, we will have to eat then 
remove some students to the gym for the remainder of lunch to help social distancing. 

 
 
 


