
WRITING YOUR 
SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY



What is YOUR Story? 

 What makes you unique?

 Give some background information: life 
struggles, death of a parent or sibling, life 
debilitating disease, AND/OR

 What is your most significant 
accomplishment?



Do Some Soul Searching

 What are your passions?

 How do you want to impact the world?

 What are your short term goals?

 What are your long term goals?

 How will your chosen career help you reach 
your life goals and passions?



Start Writing ASAP

 Allow for additional time for multiple 
reviews and edits to ensure the best essay 
possible.

 Ask your letter writers (those writing letters 
of recommendation for you) to read your 
drafts.  This gives them some insight as they 
write their letter of recommendation.



What to include in your essay or personal 
statement

 Tell your story based on the questions asked 

 Be confident, but genuine.

 Demonstrate how you represent the values and 
goals of the scholarship program. (read about 
the scholarship agency and what they are 
about)

 Answer all questions asked, and stay within the 
word limits!

 Catch the reader’s attention, and make your 
essay engaging.



Things to Avoid

 Grammar and spelling errors…use spell 
check and grammar check

 Vague statements

 Jargon/slang

 Boastful statements

 Long lists of irrelevant accomplishments

 Relisting of resume



Letters of Recommendation

 Ask for letters of recommendation as early 
as possible.

 Letter writers need at least a month notice to be 
able to produce a strong recommendation letter.  
They have other responsibilities and busy 
schedules, so do not wait until the last minute.

 Provide draft essays and a resume to 
recommenders to help them with their letter



Helpful Hints

 Identify scholarships you plan to apply for and 
organize the due dates

 Evaluate the requirements for each scholarship 
& make sure you meet the requirements

 Every scholarship isn’t for every person

 Begin work on your essay EARLY 

 Check the LHS Counselor webpage for a 
complete listing of scholarships. This page is 
updated weekly as scholarship opportunities 
arise.


