
The Selection Process 

Candidates are first identified by reviewing the academic records (GPA) of the junior and senior classes at the 
beginning of each new semester, and only the last semester for sophomores.  Those candidates who qualify 
academically are then provided with the SAIF.  While the candidates are completing the SAIFs, the chapter adviser 
(assisted by the Principal) gathers relevant information from the school’s disciplinary records.  The high school faculty 
is also given the opportunity to contribute information, based on their experiences with the candidates, regarding 
the candidates’ suitability for NHS membership.  Any information provided by the faculty may be used by the Faculty 
Council to evaluate the candidates in leadership, service, or character.  Once completed, the SAIFs, the faculty input, 
and information from the school’s disciplinary records are collected by the Chapter sponsor.  The chapter adviser 
organizes this material for review by the Faculty Council. 

The Faculty Council, in an effort to be as impartial as possible, will first review the SAIFs after all identifying 
information has been removed and will conduct an initial vote on acceptance.  In some cases pertinent information 
on the SAIF might still make it possible to identify the candidate.  For example, a student listing the office of student 
body President would be easily identifiable even after their name is removed from the forms.  Recognizing this, the 
identities of all candidates, accepted and declined, will be made known to the Faculty Council prior to the outcome of 
the vote being finalized so that all candidates are treated in as fair and impartial a way as possible.    

Candidates receiving a majority of the votes of the five-member Faculty Council are recommended to the Principal 
for NHS membership.  The chapter adviser, while facilitating the process, does not have a vote on the Faculty Council.  
The results of the vote (including the individual names of all candidates approved and declined) are then reviewed 
and approved by the Principal.  Once approved by the Principal, candidates who received the favorable vote of the 
Faculty Council are notified of their approval and are eligible to be inducted as members.  Those not approved will be 
afforded the opportunity to discuss their SAIF with the chapter adviser to facilitate improving a future submission if 
they remain eligible in future semesters.  Once approved by the Principal, the decision of the Faculty Council is final 
and there is no appeal process.  
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