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NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Harrah Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:

Title:


Director of Special Services

Responsibilities:
Handles concerns and complaints regarding race, color, national origin, sex or age for students, employees, and others, Handles disability issues related to students.  Also, non-student related disability issues are addressed through this office.

Address:
20670 Walker Street


Harrah, Oklahoma  73045

Phone No.:
405-347-2820

Email:
grievance@harrahschools.com
Should individuals wish to file a complaint directly with the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) you may do so at 

the following information;

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights


One Petticoat Lane, 1010 Walnut Street, Suite 320


Kansas City, Missouri  64106-2106


Telephone: (816) 268-0550 Fax: (816) 268-0599


TTY: (877) 521-2172   Email: OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov

PHILOSOPHY

Administration, teachers and staff of Harrah Middle School believe that all students can learn.  We accept the responsibility to professionally guide the mental and physical development of every student.  We believe our function is to assist in the acquisition of fundamental skills and knowledge that prepares each child for productive participation in our democratic society.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROMOTION POLICY

A promotion policy will encourage students to be more responsible, productive, and accountable for their achievement while at the middle school.

All students must complete the five core subjects each year: (language, reading, math, social studies, and science).

1. Students shall pass (grade of 60% or above) a minimum of eight of the possible ten semester classes from the core subjects per year to be eligible for promotion.  An exemption may be requested for those students who will turn 15 years of age while in seventh grade or 14 years of age while in the 6th grade.

2. Students not passing a semester core subject will be encouraged to attend summer school to make up that semester credit.

ABSENTEE POLICY

Students must not be absent more than 9 times per class per semester in order to receive credit for that class.   When a student misses school, they must have their parent/guardian contact the school by telephone and state the reason for their absence.  Students will be allowed two days for each day missed to make up schoolwork.  School activities are not included in this policy.  If a student misses due to a school activity, it is that student’s responsibility to pick up their work before the activity.  The maximum number of absences for activities, whether sponsored by the school or outside agency/organization, which removes any student from the classroom shall be ten for any one-class period for each school year.  Excluded from this number are state and national levels of school-sponsored contests.  State and national contests are those for which a student must earn the right to compete.  The criteria for earning the right to represent the school in any activity or contest must be submitted in writing by local school sponsors and approved by the local board of education.  Students must be in attendance the half-day immediately preceding the event in which they wish to participate.  The principal can make exceptions.

APPEAL BOARD – EXCESSIVE ABSENCES

(MORE THAN 9 TIMES PER CLASS PER SEMESTER)
1.  Responsibilities.


a. Their appeals or request for absences in excess of 9 days for the semester.


b. Review documentation and recommend no credit with a failing grade or recommend 

                 excusing the absence beyond the 9 days because of circumstances beyond the control 
  
    
   of the student.

2.  Composition.  The appeal board will consist of:

a. Guidance office representative.

b. Faculty representative selected by the principal.

c. Faculty representative selected by the student.

3.  Appeal Board Meetings.


a. Appeal board meetings will be held during the final two (2) weeks of semester.


b. The student’s parent/guardian must be present at the meeting.


c. The decision will be presented in writing to the Principal the following school day.


d. The student/parent can receive the decision by contacting the Principal on the 

                following school day.


e. The decision of the appeal board is final.

TARDIES - HARRAH MIDDLE SCHOOL

Students who do not have an excused tardy pass and are not in the classroom in their assigned seat when the tardy bell rings will be counted as an unexcused tardy.  Students who are more than 10 minutes late to a class will be counted absent, not tardy.


Decision


Consequence

First unexcused tardy 
      
      Warning from the instructor


Second unexcused tardy
      
      Warning from the instructor


Third unexcused tardy

      Lunch Detention


Fourth unexcused tardy
                   Student sent to Principal’s Office


Fourth unexcused tardy
                   Counts as unexcused absence
CHANGES AND DROPS IN CLASS SCHEDULES

Students pre-enroll during the spring term for the following school year.  If a parent/student deems it wise to change a class the parent must contact the school counselor prior to the beginning of school.  No class will be changed or dropped after school begins except in extreme emergency.  This will be a decision made by the principal. 

If a student is withdrawn from class for a discipline action, an “F” will be recorded for the course.

OBLIGATIONS

Students are responsible for textbooks and other school property in their care.  Students are expected to return textbooks and other school property with only normal wear and tear.  All obligations should be cleared prior to enrollment for any future classes.
BUS CONDUCT

See Transportation – General Section – This applies to all Middle School students.

Students should ride the bus that they are assigned at the beginning of the school year.  Students need to keep in mind that bus riding is a privilege and can be revoked.  Bus discipline procedures can be found in the General Section of this handbook.  If any emergency situation arises and a student must ride a different bus, the following procedure should be followed:

1. Contact Harrah Middle School – either a phone call or a note indicating the emergency situation.

2. The office must sign the note.

3. The student should give the signed note to the bus driver when boarding the bus.



Riding a different bus should occur only in an emergency situation and should not be used to go to a party at a friend’s house, etc.

HALL TRAFFIC/HALL PASSES

Students must have an authorized hall pass when leaving the classroom for any reason.  While in the hall, at class change time, keep to the right until you reach your destination.  No running, excessive noise, “horseplay”, pushing, etc.

MIDDLE SCHOOL DISCIPLINE

STUDENT BEHAVIOR

Students are to behave at all times and not distract from the learning process. They shall be respectful and cooperative with the teachers and other school employees.  They shall not act in such a way as to jeopardize the safety or well-being of other students and staff.
Rules for conduct, suspension, and appeal are listed elsewhere in this handbook.  The behavior of students in assemblies, pep assemblies, and group meetings, is expected to be exemplary.  Booing, yelling and distractions from the program will not be allowed.  All rules, regulations, policies, and procedures, as stated elsewhere in this handbook apply to all Middle School students.  Any questions in regard to any policy, regulations, etc., students and parents are encouraged to contact the Principal for clarification.

CLASS BEHAVIOR

When you enroll in classes you assume the following obligations:

1. To be present and on time each day.

2. To be in your seat before the last bell rings.

3. To complete each assignment on time.

4. To give all your attention in class

5. To participate in all class activities.

6. To be respectful and cooperative.

7. To bring the necessary equipment to participate in class (books, paper, pencil, etc.)










LUNCH ROOM BEHAVIOR
Students are expected to behave like ladies and gentlemen in the lunchroom.  No running, no cutting line, no rowdy behavior will be allowed.

Minor Infractions

Minor infractions include but are not limited to the following:  excessive tardiness, running on campus, excessive talking, inappropriate comments, PDA, etc.

Possible consequences for minor infractions:  warnings, parent notification, cafeteria duty, campus duty, lunch detention, etc.

After three (3) infractions, student will be assigned a minimum of three (3) days ISR.

Major Infractions

Major infractions include but are not limited to the following:  repeat minor infractions, possession of tobacco products, fighting, excessive lunch detentions, ditching, bullying, threatening or harassing, disrespectful toward authority, gang writings, or gang signs, drug related writing or drawings, etc.

Possible consequences for major infractions:  parent conferences, in-school suspension, out of school suspension, corporal punishment.

All final decisions will be at the discretion of the principal and will be based on the severity and frequency of the infraction.

Corporal Punishment

Administration at HMS and the Harrah Board of Education believes that corporal punishment can be an effective deterrent, in many circumstances, as a consequence with middle level students.  We also respect the wishes of parents in this area and will only administer corporal punishment with written parent permission.  Each separate infraction, in which corporal punishment will be administered, will require written parent permission.

DANGEROUS WEAPONS/DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES

See General Section.

SOFT DRINKS AND SNACKS

No food or drink will be allowed in the classroom without teacher permission.  Open soft drinks or food are not allowed in hallways or in the courtyard.
STUDENT ACTIVITIES
The Harrah Middle School Student Council is elected every year according to its constitution.  The Student council helps in sponsoring school-wide activities.

To participate in any extra-curricular activities the student must be passing in all class work.  Weekly grade checks will be made to determine the student’s eligibility.  Students must maintain a 90% attendance record to remain eligible. (See academic guidelines for elective classes).

VISITORS

Parents/Guardians are encouraged to visit the school at any time.  All visitors must check in at the principal’s office.

BICYCLES-MOTORCYCLES-MOTORSCOOTERS

Harrah Middle School does not have the facilities for these vehicles, and students are prohibited from bringing them to school.

LEAVING SCHOOL GROUNDS

No student will leave the school grounds during the school day without first securing permission from the principal or the principal’s designee at Harrah Middle School.  This must be done, even if parents are picking up the student, or have given their permission.

Students who become ill or are injured during the school day and desire to leave may do so after their parents have been notified and permission has been secured from the principal’s office.

LOITERING

Students should clear Harrah Middle School campus within 15 minutes after the last period dismissal bell has rung.  Students that are participating in after school activities should be in the area designated by the sponsor of that activity. Loitering on campus after school hours will not be tolerated and if necessary disciplinary action will be taken.  Once students have left the Middle School they should not return to the campus unless they have a scheduled extra-curricular activity to attend.

PUBLIC DISPLAY OF AFFECTION

Public Display of Affection – in any form is not permitted.
HARRAH MIDDLE SCHOOL

DRESS AND GROOMING CODE

The student dress code is based upon the premise of recognizing fashion without sacrificing decency, safety, and general good taste.  It is the intent to permit students to dress according to current fashions and at the same time, restrict extremes and indecency in grooming which will distract from the main purpose of the educational program.  Any attire, which disrupts the educational process, is prohibited.  The student dress code applies at school, on school vehicles, and at school-sponsored or authorized activities.  Students who are dressed inappropriately will be asked to change and may be counted absent from any classes they miss, if they must go home to change.

The principal (or designee) will use his/her judgment in cases of questionable attire.  Violations may result in disciplinary action.

THE FOLLOWING IS INAPPROPRIATE ATTIRE AND IS PROHIBITED FOR SCHOOLWEAR:
1. Shredded, tattered, or clothing with holes that exposes or would expose undergarments or clothing showing skin at the waist or chest.

2. Biker-shorts, short mini-skirts or boxer shorts.

3. All shorts and skirts must be no shorter than finger tip length with shoulders and arms relaxed by your side.

4. Spaghetti straps, halter tops, tube tops, mesh shirts (or fishnet unless with a t-shirt underneath), outer garments that have the appearance of underwear, clothing that shows skin at the waist or clothing made of thin see-through material.

5. Offensive writing, suggestive slogans or logos which pertain to beer, liquor, drugs, or tobacco, or carry connotations of immorality, vulgarity, obscenity, or nudity, or promotion of violence and/or gang/cult activity on any person or article of clothing, belt buckles, autos, jewelry, school materials, etc.

6. At all times students must wear shoes.  However, cleats or any shoe that limits physical activity or safety will not be permitted.

7. All headgear within the school buildings or classrooms.

8. Apparel which is too tight or too loose, and/or revealing or does not cover undergarments.

9. Any clothing or apparel the administration believes to be gang affiliated, e.g. bandanas, sagging or baggy pants, clothing, etc. that could be considered as a display of gang “colors”.

10. Jewelry or personal items that could cause harm to others.

11. Flannel pants, pajama pants or house shoes. 

HARRAH MIDDLE SCHOOL

ACADEMIC GUIDELINES FOR ELECTIVE CLASSES

Harrah Middle School has high expectations for its students.  Our goal is to assist all students in the acquisition of fundamental skills and knowledge that will prepare them to be a productive citizen in society.

The following guidelines will be in place in regard to any elective class at Harrah Middle School beginning August 1, 2014.

· Any student enrolled in an elective class MUST be passing all core classes to participate in the elective class. 

· Students who failed a core class the preceding semester will NOT be allowed to participate in an elective class until they show proficiency in all core classes. (OSSAA states students will miss the first 6 weeks of elective class)

· Eligibility could begin at week 3 at Harrah Middle School.  Students who are failing a core class could be removed from the elective class for remediation until the student is passing the core class.

· Students who remain ineligible (failing a core class) after 6 weeks could be removed from the elective for the remainder of the semester and could be placed in a remedial class.  

· Students could earn the privilege of returning to an elective class when they are passing all core classes.

All students will have the opportunity to go to resource and receive help with their work.  If a student is struggling, it is their responsibility to ASK for help before they become ineligible.  

Thank you for your help as we move forward with higher academic standards and expectations for students.  Our goal is always to help students to be the best at whatever they want to achieve.   We will continue to strive for excellence at Harrah Middle School.

CELL PHONE VIOLATIONS
See - Electronic Devices - General Section


First violation:


Warning – written notice sent home


Second violation:

One week lunch detention          




Third violation:

3 days ISR 
                   Handbook Verification

I have received and read the policies and procedures stated in

the Harrah Middle School Handbook.

Student signature:_________________________________

Parent signature:__________________________________

