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3.7 General Education Homebound (GEH) Program 
Any student who is served through the GEH program must meet the following three criteria: 

 The student is expected to be confined at home or hospital bedside for a minimum of  
4 weeks. The weeks need not be consecutive. 

 The student is confined at home or hospital bedside for medical reasons only. 

 The student’s medical condition is documented by a physician licensed100 to practice in the 
United States. 

 
A student served through the GEH program at home or hospital bedside must be served by a certified101 
general education teacher. Over the period of his or her confinement, the student must be provided 
instruction in all core academic subject area courses in which the student is enrolled. In addition, over 
the period of confinement, the student should be provided instruction in all other courses the student is 
enrolled in, if possible. 
 
Note: For guidance in determining GEH instruction for pregnant students who are receiving pregnancy-
related services, see Section 9. 
 
A student who is served through the GEH program retains the same ADA eligibility code he or she had 
before receiving GEH services, regardless of how many hours the student will be served through the 
GEH program.  
 
For information on remote homebound instruction, see 12.3.3 Remote Homebound Instruction—
Regular Education Students.  

3.7.1 GEH Policy Requirements 
To qualify for GEH funding, your school district must have policy and procedures for implementation of 
GEH instruction that have been approved by the local school board. 

3.7.2 GEH Committee 
A designated campus committee must make decisions regarding GEH placement. Members of the 
committee should include but are not limited to the following: 

 a campus administrator,  

 a teacher of the student, and  

 a parent or guardian of the student. 
 
The role of the GEH committee is to review and consider the necessity of providing instruction to a 
general education student at home or hospital bedside. If instruction is to be provided at home or 
hospital bedside, the GEH committee determines the type(s) and amount of instruction to be provided. 
Over the period of his or her confinement, however, the student must be provided instruction in all core 

                                                           
100 You can access the Texas Medical Board’s searchable database of licensed physicians at 
http://reg.tmb.state.tx.us/OnLineVerif/Phys_NoticeVerif.asp. Throughout Section 3.7, “licensed” means licensed to practice in 
the United States. 
101 For a teacher other than a bilingual/ESL teacher, the requirement that a teacher be certified does not apply to an open-
enrollment charter school unless the school’s charter requires that courses be taught by certified teachers. However, under the 
No Child Left Behind Act, certain teachers must be “highly qualified” if the open-enrollment charter school receives certain 
federal funds. Please see the TEA Highly Qualified Teachers page for more information. 

http://reg.tmb.state.tx.us/OnLineVerif/Phys_NoticeVerif.asp
http://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/Laws_and_Rules/NCLB_and_ESEA/Highly_Qualified_Teachers/Requirements_for_Highly_Qualified_Paraprofessionals/
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academic subject area courses in which the student is enrolled and should, if possible, be provided 
instruction in all other courses in which the student is enrolled. 
 
In making these decisions, the GEH committee must consider information from the student’s licensed 
physician. However, documentation from the licensed physician is not the sole determining factor in the 
committee’s decision-making process.  

3.7.2.1 GEH Committee Documentation Responsibilities 

In qualifying a student for and providing the student GEH services, the following documentation is 
required: 

 a district-developed form that documents GEH committee decisions regarding whether a 
student is to be served through GEH; 

 documentation on the form of the GEH committee’s decision regarding the type(s) and amount 
of instruction to be provided to the student, including the designated amount of time per week 
that instruction will be provided;  

 a note from a licensed physician stating that the student has a medical condition that requires 
the student to be confined at home or hospital bedside for a minimum of 4 weeks;  

 documentation of the day(s) homebound instruction started and stopped; and  

 the teacher’s homebound instruction log. 
 

The minimum documentation required in homebound logs (the attendance record maintained 
by a homebound teacher) is the following: 

 the name of the homebound teacher, 

 the student’s name and Texas Unique Student ID,  

 the date that the homebound teacher visited the homebound student, and 

 the specific time period that the student was served (for example, 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 
p.m.). 

 
Additional documentation may be maintained as part of this record at your district’s discretion. 
This documentation may include, but is not limited to, mileage records for the homebound 
teacher and information on subjects that were taught as part of the homebound instruction. 

3.7.3 GEH Funding Chart 
For GEH services to generate ADA, the services must be provided as follows: 
 
A general education student served at home earns eligible days present based on the number of hours 
the student is served at home by a certified102 teacher each week. Use the following chart to calculate 
eligible days present: 
 

                                                           
102 For a teacher other than a bilingual/ESL teacher, the requirement that a teacher be certified does not apply to an open-
enrollment charter school unless the school’s charter requires that courses be taught by certified teachers. However, under the 
No Child Left Behind Act, certain teachers must be “highly qualified” if the open-enrollment charter school receives certain 
federal funds. Please see the TEA Highly Qualified Teachers page for more information. 

http://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/Laws_and_Rules/NCLB_and_ESEA/Highly_Qualified_Teachers/Requirements_for_Highly_Qualified_Paraprofessionals/
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GEH Funding Chart 

Amount of Time 
Served per Week 

Eligible Days Present  
Earned per Week 

1 hour 1 day present 

2 hours 2 days present 

3 hours 3 days present 

4 hours 
4 days present (if the week is a 4-day week) 
5 days present (if the week is a 5-day week) 

More than 4 hours 
4 days present (if the week is a 4-day week) 
5 days present (if the week is a 5-day week) 

 
Eligible days present are determined each week. For GEH purposes, a week starts Sunday and ends 
Saturday. GEH service hours must not be accumulated and carried forward from one week to the next, 
and service hours must not be applied to a previous week. 

3.7.4 Test Administration and GEH 
A student receiving GEH services may earn eligible days present as stated in the GEH funding chart when 
a homebound instructor administers routine quizzes, daily or weekly classroom exams, etc., that are 
required as part of the instructional requirements of a class.  
  
A student being administered standardized, 6-weeks, semester, and final exams and required state 
assessments is limited to earning 1 day present for a minimum of 1 hour or more of testing in 1 calendar 
day. When it takes the student more than 1 hour to complete the exam, the additional contact hours 
must not be credited as attendance. 
 
If the routine, standardized, 6-weeks, semester, or final exam administration or required state 
assessment testing requires less than one hour, then the homebound instructor must complete the hour 
with homebound instruction for the student to earn the 1 day present. For example, say a student is 
administered a final exam, and it takes her 30 minutes to complete the exam. The student must receive 
an additional 30 minutes of homebound instruction to earn 1 day present. 
 
A student receiving GEH services who returns to his or her campus to take required state assessments 
must have a medical release from a licensed103 physician to do so. The time spent on campus taking 
required state assessments must not count as any part of the number of hours of GEH service for 
eligible days present. 

3.7.5 Transition from GEH to the Classroom 
A student transitioning back to a school-based setting may continue to generate eligible days present 
based on the GEH funding chart during the transition period. The GEH committee must determine the 
length of the transition period based on current medical information. Once the student has completed 
the transition period as determined by the GEH committee, the student no longer generates eligible 
days present according to the GEH funding chart but instead generates attendance based on whether 
the student is present at the official attendance-taking time. 

                                                           
103 You can access the Texas Medical Board’s searchable database of licensed physicians at 
http://reg.tmb.state.tx.us/OnLineVerif/Phys_NoticeVerif.asp. 

http://reg.tmb.state.tx.us/OnLineVerif/Phys_NoticeVerif.asp


General Attendance Requirements            2016–2017 Student Attendance Accounting Handbook Page 65 

3.7.6 Transitioning Students with Chronic Illness between Homebound and the 
Classroom 
A student with a chronic illness or acute health problem that is a long-term condition that requires the 
student to be in the GEH program for at least 4 weeks will generate contact hours based on the 
following: 

 Students transitioning back to a school-based placement may continue to be coded homebound 
during the transition period subject to the GEH funding chart.  

 The length of the transition period must be determined by the GEH committee based on current 
medical information. 

 
During the transition period, students are to be served through the GEH program for the period of time 
each week as specified by the GEH committee. Any student attendance in the classroom that is 
generated during the transition period will not be reported for funding purposes because funding will be 
based on the GEH funding chart. 
 
Once the student has completed the transition period as determined by the GEH committee, the 
student no longer generates eligible days present according to the GEH funding chart but instead 
generates attendance based on whether the student is present at the official attendance-taking time. 

3.7.7 Students with a Recurring Chronic or Acute Health Condition 
A student with a chronic illness or acute health problem that is a recurring condition that requires the 
student to be in the GEH program for a period of time (which may be in daily or weekly increments) 
totaling at least 4 weeks throughout the school year will generate contact hours based on the following: 

 Students moving back and forth between the GEH program and a school-based placement 
generate eligible days present for those days they are served through the GEH program subject 
to the GEH funding chart. 

 Students with a recurring condition generally do not require a transition period.  

 Use the following chart to determine how to record attendance information for students with a 
recurring condition. 

 
  



General Attendance Requirements            2016–2017 Student Attendance Accounting Handbook Page 66 

Attendance Accounting Information Related to  
Students with a Recurring Chronic or Acute Health Condition 

For any week in which the student with the 
recurring condition: 

the student earns contact hours or  
attendance: 

 

is served solely at home or hospital bedside 
through the GEH program, 
 

according to the requirements of the GEH funding 
chart. 

 

is served for at least 240 minutes (4 hours) at 
home or hospital bedside through the GEH 
program and attends school at his or her 
campus, 
 

according to the requirements of the GEH funding 
chart. 

is served from 60 to 180 minutes (1 to 3 
hours) at home or hospital bedside through 
the GEH program and attends school at his 
or her campus, 

 

 according to the requirements of the GEH funding 
chart for those days the student is provided 
instruction at home or hospital bedside through 
the GEH program and  

 according to whether the student is present at 
the official attendance-taking time for those days 
the student attends school at his or her campus. 

 

 
Regardless of how many minutes of GEH instruction a student is provided or how many days that 
student is in attendance at his or her campus, the student must not generate more than the equivalent 
of one ADA. 
 
If the student fully transitions to classroom placement, the student no longer generates eligible days 
present according to the GEH funding chart but instead generates attendance based on whether the 
student is present at the official attendance-taking time. 
 
Attendance Accounting and Documentation: To document the changing instructional settings for 
students with a recurring condition for attendance reporting and auditing purposes, district personnel 
must keep a log of the student’s attendance information (see 3.7.2.1 GEH Committee Documentation 
Responsibilities). 
  
The eligible days present should be recorded in your district’s student attendance accounting system. 
Any time not accounted for should be reported as absences. 

3.8 Calendar 
Your school district must operate so that it provides for at least 75,600 minutes of instruction, including 
intermissions and recesses (school days) for students (minus any minutes waived by the TEA in writing 
[see 3.8.2 Makeup Days and Waivers]), unless your district has been approved to provide fewer school 
minutes to certain students through a program such as the Optional Flexible Year Program.104 However, 

                                                           
104 TEC, §25.081 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.25.htm#25.081
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Consistent with TEA’s Student Attendance Accounting Handbook 

(SAAH), a student may be eligible for general education home-

bound services if the student is to be confined for a minimum of 

four weeks to a hospital or homebound setting for medical reasons 

specifically documented by a physician licensed to practice in the 

United States.  The weeks of confinement need not be consecu-

tive.  The parent’s request for services shall be submitted to the 

principal in accordance with TEA’s SAAH and administrative pro-

cedures. 

The principal or designee shall convene a placement committee 

composed of at least a campus administrator, a teacher of the stu-

dent, and the parent or guardian of the student to consider the ne-

cessity of providing general education homebound instruction to 

the student.  If the committee determines that such instruction is 

appropriate, the committee shall determine the type and amount of 

instruction to be provided and, if applicable, the length of the transi-

tion period to the school-based setting based on current medical 

information. 

Consistent with state rule and the SAAH, a student receiving spe-

cial education services may be eligible for special education 

homebound services if the student is to be confined for a minimum 

of four weeks to a hospital or homebound setting for medical rea-

sons specifically documented by a physician licensed to practice in 

the United States.  If a student is chronically ill, the student’s ad-

mission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee shall determine 

whether the weeks of confinement need to be consecutive. 

If the ARD committee determines that homebound instruction is 

appropriate, the committee shall determine the type and amount of 

instruction to be provided in accordance with law, and, if applica-

ble, the length of the transition period to the school-based setting 

based on current medical information. 

The District shall maintain full documentation about students re-

ceiving homebound services, in accordance with administrative 

procedures, the SAAH, and a student’s individualized education 

program (IEP), as applicable. 

GENERAL EDUCATION 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

DOCUMENTATION OF 

SERVICES 


