
What is Dyslexia 

•  

What is dyslexia? 

Dyslexia is a language-based learning disability. Dyslexia refers to a cluster of symptoms, which 

result in people having difficulties with specific language skills, particularly reading. Students with 

dyslexia usually experience difficulties with other language skills such as spelling, writing, and 

pronouncing words. Dyslexia affects individuals throughout their lives; however, its impact can 

change at different stages in a person’s life. It is referred to as a learning disability because 

dyslexia can make it very difficult for a student to succeed academically in the typical instructional 

environment, and in its more severe forms, will qualify a student for special education, special 

accommodations, or extra support services. 

What causes dyslexia? 

The exact causes of dyslexia are still not completely clear, but anatomical and brain imagery studies show 

differences in the way the brain of a person with dyslexia develops and functions. Moreover, most people with 

dyslexia have been found to have problems with identifying the separate speech sounds within a word and/or 

learning how letters represent those sounds, a key factor in their reading difficulties. Dyslexia is not due to 

either lack of intelligence or desire to learn; with appropriate teaching methods, students with dyslexia can 

learn successfully. 

What are the signs of dyslexia? 

The problems displayed by individuals with dyslexia involve difficulties in acquiring and using written 

language. It is a myth that individuals with dyslexia “read backwards,” although spelling can look quite 

jumbled at times because students have trouble remembering letter symbols for sounds and forming memories 

for words. Other problems experienced by people with dyslexia include the following: 

• Learning to speak 

• Learning letters and their sounds 

• Organizing written and spoken language 

• Memorizing number facts 

• Reading quickly enough to comprehend 

• Persisting with and comprehending longer reading assignments 

• Spelling 

• Learning a foreign language 

• Correctly doing math operations 

Not all students who have difficulties with these skills have dyslexia. Formal testing of reading, language, and 

writing skills is the only way to confirm a diagnosis of suspected dyslexia. 

 


