
                                           

 

                                      

Wellsville Early Childhood Program Newsletter 
This year we are using the “Get Set for School” curriculum. The Get Set for School readiness curriculum 

uses a developmental approach that is based on the most relevant research about how young children 

learn best: 

• Break difficult concepts into simple tasks 

• Believe that every child can achieve 

• Use really cool materials that make children want to learn 

What and How We Teach 

Pre-K is a time of rapid growth and development. It’s a year of preparation for kindergarten and for 

future success in school and in life. To achieve, children need to be imaginative, independent, and 

actively involved in their own learning. 

Imaginative 

Children learn naturally through everyday experiences with people, places, and things They are born 

imitators and scientists who thrive on active hands-on interaction with the physical world. They learn 

through play and through physical and sensory experiences. 

We want children to be imaginative explorers, and believe that teachers and parents support curiosity by 

what they place in a child’s environment. Children play with what’s there. Including fun, engaging 

materials throughout the learning space affects how children feel, what they do, and how they learn. Get 

Set for School materials accommodate both teacher-directed and student-initiated playful learning, 

because we know that sparking the imagination leads to a lifelong love of learning. 

Independent 

We support capable children by how we teach. Much of what Pre-K students learn is incidental—

whatever is around them, what they hear and see. We deliberately build familiarity and competency with 

the music CDs that we play for them, the words that we use, and the way in which we use materials and 

teach lessons. 

We also know that children should learn explicitly. Basic readiness skills should be taught systematically. 

It’s not up to children to decide how to read, write, and count. We teach them the way we read and write 



 

We also know that children should learn explicitly. Basic readiness skills 

should be taught systematically. It’s not up to children to decide how to 

read, write, and count. We teach them the way we read and write from top 

to bottom and left to right. We teach them how to hold a crayon and how 

to write letters. We teach them key skills to advance their competency and 

success - so they develop the skills to be independent as they enter school. 

Teachers need support to foster independence in children. Our materials 

provide flexibility for the teacher and offer activities in a developmental 

sequence. Ensuring mastery of one skill before introducing another builds 

the competence and confidence children need for independent problem solving. 

Involved  

Pre-K is social and challenging. Four-year-olds are new to being involved with 

and caring about others, sharing, waiting a turn, and following the teacher. 

Some children in every group have personal challenges with these We use 

music to encourage inclusive participation and development of social skills 

alongside important physical skills, language, and early readiness skills. We also 

promote group play and accessibility so that children of different abilities can 

participate and learn with and from each other. We believe that children who are 

involved with each other are better able to focus their attention to follow the 

teacher actively. 

Our materials also encourage family involvement to continue learning activities 

at home. Many activities have take-home components to encourage children to 

form connections between learning in school and home situations. 

A Strong Pre-K Program Supports Lifelong Learning Success 

Young children who develop strong foundation skills in Pre-K are better prepared to master the more complex 

and rigorous demands of school.  

  

• Get Set for School draws from the best research and years of 

experience to provide a complete curriculum that includes: readiness & 

writing, language & literacy, numbers & math. 

• Get Set for School helps children develop core readiness skills 

during the crucial years when “85 percent of the foundation for a child’s 

intellect, personality, and skills is formed.” 

• Pre-K students learn some of their most important skills through 

play. Get Set for School uses hands-on, play based instruction to give 

young learners innumerable opportunities for spontaneous and 

meaningful learning. Playful learning also helps engage young children and helps build a lifelong love 

of learning. 

• Physical development and social/behavioral skills are particularly important in Pre-K. Get Set for School 

helps Pre-K students develop both fine and gross motor skills before they can master such skills as 

writing.   

• Literacy includes phonological awareness, letter knowledge, concepts about print, vocabulary, and 

language. These abilities are interrelated so that development in one area supports and is necessary for 

 



development in another. Get Set for School provides an integrated approach to language and literacy to 

make learning meaningful and engaging. 

• Math, like literacy, begins at birth. Children are learning math concepts based on their interactions with 

their environment. Get Set for School gets children sorting, clapping, counting, measuring, and building 

numbers to help them understand—and enjoy—math concepts. 

WHAT WE ARE CURRENTLY WORKING ON IN THE CLASSROOM 

The past weeks we have been focusing on name recognition and writing.  As the children begin to recognize 

their name in a group, we will work on: 

• Matching name letters 

• Labeling letters in  name 

• Writing capitol letters in name 

• Recognizing other students names in class 

• Recognizing letters in various sorts of print (magazines, etc.) 

• Writing name with a capitol letter first and then lower case letters 

All children are at different levels in our classroom and it is Ms. Myrna’s and my job to take them to the 

next step.  We have also been working on the letters “T, F” and next week “P.” 

WHAT YOU CAN DO AT HOME 

*READ! 

*Talk and explain everything you see.  You can do this while driving or 

even watching television. 

*While reading, make predictions about what will happen next in the 

story.  Ask questions about the story to test comprehension. 

*PLAY OUTSIDE! Give your child time to explore their own 

environment at home. 

*Get plenty of sleep. 

*Eat a good breakfast or lunch before class. 

                                                                 *Be excited and positive about school. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

DATE 

TIME OCCASION 

September 19 All Day No School 

September 19 & 20 evening Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Friday, September 20 All day No school 

Sept 21-23 All weekend Wellsville Days 

Monday, September 24 7:00 PM Board of Education Meeting 

Friday, October 12 All Day No School 

 

 



PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

TIME WEDNESDAY, September 19 

 

3:00 Murphy Hank 

4:00 Bella Rom 

4:15  

4:30  

4:45  

5:00  

5:15 Jake Martin 

5:30  

5:45 Stephanie Morales 

6:00 Lucas Decock 

6:15 Ozzie Bauer 

6:30 Lily Shelton 

6:45  

7:00 Wyatt Brungardt 

7:15  

 

TIME THURSDAY, September 20 

3:00 Kenzley Levins 

3:15  

3:30  

3:45  

4:00  

4:15 Aisen Fletcher 

4:30  

4:45  

5:00  

5:15  

5:30  

5:45  

6:00 Max Christjohn 

6:15  

6:30 Grace Farquhar 

6:45  

Have a great week! 


