
                                                                   

 

                  

 

                 

 

               

 

                  

 

                  

 

                                              

  

PRESCHOOL OCTOBER, 2012 

NEWSLETTER 

What Do Children Learn From Dramatic Play? 

When children use their imaginations or pretend, we call that 

dramatic play and that’s the main type of play for 3-to7-year-olds. 

What they’re doing in dramatic play is representing in their own way 

their understanding of their experiences, rather than simply 

imitating what they see others do. They use objects and actions and 

storylines to symbolize the things that concern them. And in the 

process, they’re building thinking skills and developing social, 

emotional and language skills. Dramatic play is a very important 

context for learning.  

 

Most preschool children love dressing up for a reason. It’s their way 

of learning. It’s a way for them to walk in another person’s shoes, so 

they understand what someone else is going through. So when your 

child is at home playing house, she’s not only imitating the actions of 

the people around her, she’s actually coming to understand at a 

deeper level what it’s like to be a parent. Also, when kids are engaging 

in dramatic play, there’s vocabulary development going on. 

Encouraging dramatic play encourages social and emotional 

development as well as helps with skills for academic learning.  

Dramatic play promotes abstract thinking. When children use a prop 

(like a block) to stand for something else (a phone for instance), they 

are learning to think using symbols. The block symbolizes the phone. 

And that kind of thinking is the basis for just about everything 

children learn in school. After all, letters and words and numbers are 

really symbols for real objects or quantities. 

 



 

 

Dramatic play also encourages problem solving, and if children are 

playing with others, it builds social and emotional skills: learning about 

other peoples’ feelings and perspectives, negotiating, cooperating, etc. 

They also learn how to respond appropriately to others. In dramatic 

play kids can be anything they want just by pretending and that’s 

emotionally satisfying and builds self-esteem.  

Pretend play also builds language skills. Kids often use words and 

phrases in play that you never knew they knew. They use language to 

plan their play with others and language usually supports the roles they adopt. At the same time, they 

can experiment with language and learn to use it appropriately. After all, doctors say different things 

than storekeepers do. Dramatic play also helps kids concentrate, be attentive and control their own 

behavior – all skills that will help them do well in school and in life.  

 

Adults can encourage dramatic play by just providing uninterrupted time, space and materials or props 

that support the theme children choose. When children are playing together, it takes time for them to 

set the stage for their play. They need to decide together what they’re going to play, who’s going to be 

what, etc. so they should have enough time to do this – at least 30 minutes and longer is better. Make a 

space or let children use spaces in your home where they can play. Let them put a bedspread over the 

dining room table to make a cave or fort. And as much as possible, provide real materials, rather than 

store-bought toys. A broken or discarded cell phone is better than a toy telephone and real but safe 

kitchen items are better than plastic play sets.  

Good materials that can support a variety of themes and that kids can 

adapt in their own way include: hats of different kinds, stuffed animals, 

purses/wallets, a cash box and play money, a telephone, a mirror (safe, 

of course), a tote bag, small blankets, clothing that children can manage 

independently, containers of various sizes, a clipboard with paper, 

crayons or markers. You can add other props that are specific to the 

theme. For a shoe store, for example, you could add old shoes and 

something that children can use to measure their feet. Remember to 

include simple materials that support literacy – ones that children can use to pretend to read and write 

(making a list, reading to a stuffed animal, paying for something in the store, etc).  

 

Of course, because kids’ play is based on what they’ve experienced, 

adults should make sure that children have had various experiences 

in the community (like going to a bakery, getting a haircut). Having 

been read to will also encourage children to engage in dramatic play. 

You can also encourage them to think about their experiences by 

asking, “What would you do if you were a . . . ?“ Adults can take their 

cues from children. Some kids won’t need any inspiration outside of 

the time, space and materials that adults can provide. But some kids 

may need a little more adult involvement. So adults can be children’s 

play partners but still let children control the play. They can model more complex ways of using 

materials, ask kids questions to extend their play, and add additional materials. They can help kids plan 

their play and talk with them afterwards about it. 

Ann Barbour, Ph.D., Early Childhood Education Professor 

 



WHAT WE ARE CURRENTLY WORKING ON IN THE CLASSROOM 

We have been studying the letters in our names and shapes  as well as the letters: T, F, and P.  You can 

practice helping your child think of words that begin with these letter sounds as well as rhyme some of 

those words you think of. 

October will be a fun month of learning about fall and Halloween and it should be fun!  Our party will be 

October 31st..  The morning class will be at 10:00 and the afternoon class will be at 2:00.  We will 

combine classes with Ms. Laura’s to really make it a party and the kids will move between the two rooms.  

We will have a piñata, games and snacks.  We will have a sign up sheet for parents to help us out by 

sending in drinks, plain sugar cookies (we will decorate them at the party,) napkins, cups, etc.  You are 

welcome to help us celebrate, but we might also put you to work!  Please do not allow your child to wear 

costumes, it is school policy so save them for trick-or-treating later that night.  We would also love to 

have pictures of your child dressed up for Halloween, so send in those pictures or e-mail them to me at:  

kfender@usd289.net. 

Don’t forget to dress your child in layers for the school day.  It might be chilly when the school day 

begins and warmer later that day.  During class time we have also been taking our shoes off.  This way 

everyone will learn to take off and put on shoes and socks by themselves.  If you would like to have your 

child keep a pair of socks or extra socks in their cubbies to keep their toes warm that is OK too.  Don’t 

forget to send pictures to decorate your child’s cubby also! 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

DATE 

  

TIME 

 

OCCASION 

October 4  4th Grade Musical 

October 12 All Day No school 

October 25 All day Picture Re-takes 

October 26 Afternoon Early release 

October 31 All Day Preschool Halloween Parties 

 


