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Superintendent’s News 

 

As this newsletter came to you we are 

already one month into the second 

semester and we will soon be turning our 

thoughts to Spring Break, the State 

Basketball Tournament, and Graduation.  

Our winter sports teams are doing well.  

Both Boys & Girls are ranked in the top 

5 and should make it into the State 

Tournament. 

 

The new legislative session has begun 

and there will be changes as usual.  It 

will be an interesting session, 

particularly in terms of available money.  

Although the gas prices this winter have 

been a pleasant surprise, it has also had a 

negative impact on state funding. 

 

We will soon begin the budget process 

and will keep you informed.  The 

Quality of Ed Survey will soon be 

opening and we appreciate your input.  

We remind you, also, to check the 

website for calendar and other important 

information.  Parent – Teacher 

Conferences are on Thursday, February 

5, and we will have early dismissal that 

day at 1:00 p.m.  Teachers are here until 

7 pm and we welcome the opportunity to 

visit about your child’s education.  

 

Hope to see you soon, 

 

Mike Chambers, Superintendent 

 

Spelling Bee 

 

The Magdalena School Spelling Bee was 

held January 15
th

 at 9:00 a.m. in the Fine 

Arts Center.  The competition went 14 

rounds with 87 contestants ranging from 

3
rd

 -8
th

  grade.  The winning word was 

“yankee”.   

 

1
st
 Place: Lazarus Sanchez 

2
nd

 Place: Django Beaudoin 

3
rd

 Place: Chance Hass 

4
th

 Place: Joshua Baca 

5
th

 Place: Isaiah Otero 

6
th

 Place: Baáhazho Piaso 

 

7
th

 Place: Sammy Hass 

8
th

 Place: Arianna Munoz-Paez 

 

The top 6 represented Magdalena Schools 

at the County Bee held January 23
rd

 at the 

County Courthouse and did very well!  

Lazarus Sanchez won 1
st
 place with the 

winning word “ritziness” and will 

represent Socorro County at the State Bee 

to be held March 21
st
, at 9:00 a.m. at 

Sandia Prep.  Congratulations and good 

luck Lazarus! 

 

Shannon Mounyo,  

Elementary Head Teacher 

 

News From A Field 

 

The origins of the carrot can be traced to 

3000 BC in Iran and Afghanistan.  They 

were then introduced by trade routes to 

neighboring Arabian, African, and Asian 

lands, where they became very popular.  

Many colors of carrots were present and 

used – black, white, red, and purple – all 

but the orange colors that are most popular 

today.  Carrots were placed in the tombs of 

Egyptian Pharaohs and the drawings of the 

carrot can be seen in hieroglyph paintings.   

The carrot was used not only for eating but 

also for medicine in Egypt, Greece, and 

Rome.  The carrot rose in popularity in 

American homes after World War I with 

soldiers returning home from Europe with 

experience eating French and German 

foods.  

 

Organic carrots are one of the crops being 

grown in the school’s solar greenhouse this 

year.  Carrots seem to love the small raised 

beds, are resistant to the persistent white 

fly problem, and the kids love ‘em!  My 

biggest challenge is keeping my students 

from sneaking them before they are taken 

to the salad bar!  Carrots are high in 

nutrition value.  They are rich in β-

carotene, dietary fiber, antioxidants, and 

minerals.  So, we know we are growing 

healthy food for your kids here in 

Magdalena! 

 

 

 

 

 

Other news:  New Mexico Organic 

Farming Conference is February 20-21 in 

Albuquerque.  Magdalena Schools will be 

presenting on “Thinking Outside the Sand 

Box:  Farming for Schools” on Saturday at 

10:30 am.   

 

Farmer Deb 

 

Quality of Ed Survey 

 

Parents, the Quality of Ed Survey will be 

sent home with your student during the 

month of February.  Please complete a 

survey for each school that your children 

attend (Elementary, Middle, High School).   

 

Parents also have the ability to complete 

the survey online beginning February 23.   

Parents can follow the steps below to 

complete the survey online: 

 

1.  Go to site:  

http://164.64.166.19/studentsurvey/ 

surveyframe.asp 
     Alternately, A to Z Directory, “Quality 

     of    Education Survey” 
2.  Click on Take a Survey (left) 

3.  Login Name (at least 4 characters) 

4.  Select a District and Role 

5.  Select School 

6.  Click Answer the Survey 

7.  Complete the survey 

8.  Click Submit Survey 

Thank you for taking the time to provide 

your input. 

 

Pennies for Patients 

 

National Honor Society is sponsoring the 

“Pennies for Patients” campaign again 

this year.  The “Pennies for Patients” is a 

program for leukemia and lymphoma and 

other blood cancers.  Please be generous 

and support this worthy cause.  Collection 

boxes have been placed in elementary 

classrooms, the main office, and in front of 

the high school office.  When you have 

any extra change in your pockets, please 

deposit your coins in a collection box.   

 

Thanks for supporting this cause. 

 

 

http://164.64.166.19/studentsurvey/%20surveyframe.asp
http://164.64.166.19/studentsurvey/%20surveyframe.asp
http://164.64.166.19/studentsurvey/surveyframe.asp

