
 

ACCJSH Summer Reading 2015 

 
Thanks for your assistance in maintaining the students’ academic skills over the summer and in helping them 

prepare for the new school year.  Experts agree that students who read during the summer gain reading 

skills, while those who do not slide backward! 

“Consider, first, the evidence for the summer fade effect. Taken together, a variety of 

studies indicate that students’ academic skills atrophy during the summer months by an 

amount equivalent to what they learn in a third of a school year, according to a review by 

Harris Cooper, a professor of education at Duke University, and several co-authors. 

This deterioration, furthermore, varies substantially by income and race, and its impact 

persists even past childhood. Barbara Heyns, a sociologist at New York University who 

studied Atlanta schoolchildren in the late 1970s, found that although academic gains during 

the school year were not substantially correlated with income, summer decline was. 

Subsequent studies have replicated the finding. Karl Alexander, Doris Entwisle and Linda 

Olson of Johns Hopkins University, for example, found that the summer fade can largely 

explain why the gap in skills between children on either side of the socioeconomic divide 

widens as students progress through school. Children from all backgrounds learn at similar 

rates during the school year, but each summer students of high socioeconomic status 

continue to learn while those of low socioeconomic status fall behind. 

The impact is felt even years later. The learning differences that begin in grade school 

“substantially account” for differences by socioeconomic status in high-school graduation 

rates and in four-year college attendance, Alexander and his co-authors report…Yet it’s not 

enough to merely give children books; encouragement from teachers and parents is also 

crucial.                           “How Summer Is Making U.S. Kids...” Bloomberg Business. 7/18/2012. 

 

After listening to “book talks,” all students in grades 7-12 for 

the school year 2015-2016 chose a book to read this summer. 

In addition to reading their selected book, the students will 

produce a project which will be due on the first day of school. 

Please encourage your student to read his/her chosen book, and 

to ask for assistance from teachers (via the email address 

listed on their handout and below) if needed. (The specifics of 

the projects as they apply to each grade level were given to the 

students and can be found on the school website.)  

 

7th grade: The Cay by Theodore Taylor; Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott 

O’Dell  

 

8th grade choices: A Night to Remember by Walter Lord; Flight #116 is Down by 

Caroline B. Cooney; Killing Mr. Griffin by Lois Duncan; The Giver by Lois Lowry; 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper. 

 

9th grade choices: Night by Elie Weisel; Knots in my Yo-Yo String by Jerry 

Spinelli; Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer; A Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne 

Wakatsuki-Houston; Brian’s Song by William Blinn; The Circuit by Francisco Jiménez; The Education of Little 

Tree by Asa Earl Carter. 

 

10th grade choices: Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe; The Fault in our Stars and Paper Towns by John 

Green; Sold by Patricia McCormick; Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs; Twisted 

and Speak by Lauren Halse Anderson: The Pigman by Paul Zindel.  

 



11th grade choices: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald; As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner; The Red 

Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane; Cannery Row and East of Eden by John Steinbeck; The Jungle by Upton 

Sinclair; The Call of the Wild by Jack London. 

 

12th grade choices: 1984 by George Orwell; A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess: Atlas Shrugged by Ayn 

Rand; A Brave New World by Aldous Huxley.  

        
Feel free to call school with any questions (833-2240) or to email the teacher directly.     

          

7th/8th grade   Mrs. Cattrell  cattrell.alicia@usd377.org 

9th/11th  grade   Mrs. Oliver  oliver.carol@usd377.org 
   10th grade    Ms. Bland   gigstad.barbara@usd377.org 

   11th/12th grades   Mrs. Gigstad  gigstad.barbara@usd377.org 

       & Ms. Bland 

 

 

Summer Reading Project Ideas! 
 

During the summer of 2015, students are expected to read their selected summer reading book. The day they return to 
school in August, they will be expected to have completed one of the summer reading activities of their choice 
(see below a sample of some of the choices available.  Students received a copy of their individual teacher’s 
expectations upon receiving the summer reading book).  Students should bring their completed activity with 
them on the first day of school. The summer reading activity will be the first assignment of the 2015-16 school 
year.  
 

 

 All of the summer reading activities seek evidence that the student has read the book and that he/she 
understands its message(s), theme(s), and plot. 

 All written work should include well-written paragraphs that specifically address the chosen topic. Students 
in grades 9-12 must use MLA format (one- inch margins, double spaced with no extra space between 
paragraphs, heading on the left, no larger than 12 pt. font). 

 Everyone will give a short presentation of his/her project; numbers will be drawn to determine order of 
presentation on the first day. 

 

A sampling of the summer reading activity options are listed below: 
1. Collage: On a full sheet of poster board, make a collage that represents a theme, a character, or an event in the 

story (or some combination of these). The collage should have attached to it a typed explanation of the theme, 

character, or event that you have visually presented in your collage justifying the selection of images you included 

and how they are connected to the novel.   

2. Novel Soundtrack: Make a CD of at least 5 songs that represent themes, characters, and/or events in the story. 

Make a cover for the CD. Then, attach to it a typed explanation of the relationship between each song and the 

novel (one paragraph per song). It should be evident from your explanations that you have read and fully 

understand the novel and are able to connect its themes, characters, and events to your selected song lyrics. 

3. Poetry 1: Write at least three short poems or one long poem, in the form of your choosing, about the story, a 

theme from the story, or one or more of the characters. The poem can be told from a narrator of your own 

creation, or it can be told from the perspective of one of the characters. Attach a typed explanation of how your 

poems are connected to the story. You will be required to read to the class at least one of the poems (20 lines per 

short poem/ 50+ lines for the long poem). 

4. Poetry 2: Find a poem that shares a theme with your novel. Memorize the poem.  Perform the poem in front of 

the class with the appropriate tone and expression. Then write and type an explanation of how the poem is 

connected to the book. Recitation dates will be discussed upon our return to school. 
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5. Book Jacket: Design a book jacket that includes images based on your interpretation of the important themes, 

symbols, characters and events from the novel. The book jacket must cover a full sheet of poster board (you 

may fold it in half to give the impression of a front and a back of the book jacket) and must carry a look of 

professionalism. Write and type a justification of your selection and implementation of each part of your new 

book cover.  Your paper should include well-written paragraphs that specifically address how and why each 

image is employed. 

6. OPEN: Come up with an idea that allows you to create something new (piece of writing, artwork, media) and 

requires about the same amount of work as the projects above. Then get teacher permission to do it before you 

begin. You may email your teacher to get permission: teacherlastname.teacherfirstname@usd377.org  
 

 

 

 


