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Atchison County Elementary School earns statewide honor  
Class of 2019 tops all schools in region on reading achievement 
 
The results are in, and those results have the Class of 2019 (this year’s 7th graders) mighty proud – and 
for good reason. 
 
Based on that class’ performance on the 2012-2103 State Reading Assessments, Atchison County 
Elementary School is to be recognized at a dinner in November, with a Certificate of Merit for their 
outstanding achievement. 
 
This award, presented by the Confidence in Kansas Public Education Task Force, is designed to 
recognize schools whose students are performing above and beyond other schools of similar size and 
socioeconomic status in the state.  
 
The Confidence in Kansas Public Education Task Force was established 30 years ago to promote Kansas 
schools and their achievements. Eight statewide organizations comprise the Task Force: the American 
Association of University Women, the Kansas Congress of Parents and Teachers, the Kansas 
Association of School Boards, the Kansas National Education Association, the Kansas School Public 
Relations Association, the Kansas State Board of Education, the Kansas State High School Activities 
Association, Inc., and the United School Administrators of Kansas. 
 
For each of the 14 state assessments, 60 schools across the state met the Challenge Award criteria for 
high performance. But, only those schools with the top scores from each of the 10 regions in the state 
earn the Certificate of Merit – and Atchison County Elementary School is the award winner for Region 
6. The other schools receive a Certificate of Recognition. 
 
“By receiving this award,” Charles Volland, CKPETF chairman, said, “Your school stands as an 
excellent example of one that believes all children can learn, expects them to do so, and gives them an 
opportunity to demonstrate their substantial abilities. We are proud to recognize those efforts with a 
Challenge Award Certificate of Merit.” 
 
 “This Certificate of Merit is a testament to the hard work and devotion by our teachers towards 
providing a quality education for every student every class every day at Atchison County Community 
Schools,” Superintendent Steve Wiseman said. “Congratulations to the Class of 2019 and to our 
elementary staff for this outstanding accomplishment.” 
 
 


