
Life can be very cruel at times which causes trials and tribulations for those 

affected.  When these hardships happen, people of extraordinary integrity and 

moral character come to the aid of anyone in need.  Nick’s Mission Backpack 

Program is an amazing charity and non-profit organization established by 

Barbara and Tony Shumake.  They bring backpacks full of nutritious food to 

unfortunate children, who otherwise, would have almost nothing to eat 

outside of school.  This program is completely sponsored by donations, and 

Nick’s Mission makes huge strides in supporting those struck by hardships in 

our community and surrounding areas.  Mrs. Barbara was ecstatic when I told 

her that the National Honor Society and Student Council were organizing a 

coin drive for Nick’s Mission which would consist of all three De Kalb 

campuses.  The fundraiser was fully supported by the De Kalb I.S.D. 

administration and staff.  Incentives were given to the classes who raised the 

most, but the students and teachers worked extremely hard to raise all the 

money they could because they knew how important this organization is to 

our area.  With time and effort put in by NHS and STUCO, the coin drive lasted 

for a whole week.  The ending result completely surpassed our expectations!  

De Kalb I.S.D. raised a total of $1,300.12.  When I told the Shumakes’ of our 

huge contribution, I saw tears in their eyes as they thanked us from the 

bottom of their hearts.  They do so much for our community, and it was time 



for the community to return the favor.  This quote is what I believe the 

volunteers of Nick’s Mission and other charities all around the world live by, 

and one that everyone should learn from: “Remember, if you ever need a 

helping hand, it’s at the end of your arm.  As you get older, remember you 

have another hand: the first is to help yourself, the second is to help others.”—

Audrey Hepburn 
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