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 DeKALB, Texas–DeKalb Independent School District has received a $100,000 grant to 

purchase Chromebooks for every eighth- through 12th-grade student. 

 

Melissa Motes, the district’s Instructional Technology director, said the Texas Education 

Agency Technology Lending Program grant will also allow the district to purchase wireless 

hotspots to loan to students who don’t have Internet access after school hours. 

 

The Chromebooks, which will be issued next week, will be especially beneficial to DeKalb 

High School students who take dual-credit college courses offered by Texarkana College, 

she said. Thanks to a partnership between the college and the school district, Motes said 

DeKalb High School students can graduate with up to 40 hours of college credits. 

 

“The focus of providing Chromebooks to DeKalb students is to provide current tools and 

resources to be successful in the 21st century global workforce,” Motes said. She noted 

50 percent of the jobs today require technical skills, and that number is projected to be 

77 percent by 2023. 

 

“We have to prepare our students with skills and the ability to problem-solve for jobs that 

don’t even exist yet,” she wrote in her grant proposal. “The individual use of 

Chromebooks is a way to empower students to maximize their full potential and to 

prepare them for post-secondary education and the modern workplace.” 

 

She adds the goal of the TEA grant program is to ensure that all students, including 

economically disadvantaged students, have dedicated access to a personal technology 

device. 

 

“This grant helps us level the playing field for our students,” Motes said. “When DISD 

began our journey to provide technology to every student, the entire faculty and staff 

participated in a book study of Jim Collins’ book ‘Good to Great.’ We understand that 

‘good is the enemy of great’ and in order to make DeKalb ISD the school of choice in our 

area we must be great.” 
 


