
Summer Reading Assignment:  AP Human Geography (APHuG) 

 

Ms. Malick 

Room 103 

 

Instruction to Incoming Students: 

 

In advance of your beginning this course this coming fall, I would like for you to choose 

one book from the attached list to read over this summer or pick your own as long as it 

falls into our AP curriculum.  As well, I would like for you to complete the follow up 

activity. (see below) 

 

I have selected these books because they relate to themes that we will cover in class.  You 

have a number of titles from which to choose from.  I would take a moment to find these 

books on amazon.com (my wishlist is online titled:  AP Human Geography Reading List)  

or you can go to our local library and check one out.  Our school library has also updated 

their selection this year, so a lot of titles are available. 

 

Read the summary to find one of interest for you.  This might help you when determining  

your selection.  It is my hope that in anticipation of taking AP Human Geography, you 

will not only enjoy the subject matter of the book you selected, but you will also make 

your AP experience more meaningful. 

 

You will be asked to discuss your book, based on the guidelines stated below, when we 

come back in August.  You must answer these questions and it is due at the end of the 

first full week of school.  Please type.  12 point font.  Doesn’t matter about length, but all 

of the elements need to be there for a good grade.   

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

I.  Origin  

1a.  Author’s name, place of publication, date of publication, number of pages 

in book. 

II.  Analysis (find the purpose and value of the author’s viewpoints) 

2a.  Author’s objective.  What did the author intent for the reader in writing 

this book (purpose)? 

2b.  What value can you find in this message?  Who benefits and how? 

III. Appraisal 

3a.  What is your reaction/reflection after reading this book?  Did you 

like/dislike the book and why?  Provide evidence to support your claims.  

Please be as specific as possible. 

IV.  Application to APHuG 

Review Appendix A.  AP Human Geography:  Outline of Topics.   

4a.  Determine what unit (s) and key objectives your chosen book applies 

to…provide an explanation for your choices. 

 



A key advantage for you in this course will be your ability to broaden your “worldview”. 

We will utilize articles from the following magazines over the course of the year…. 

The Economist, Newsweek, Time, and news websites like the BBC, PRI’s The 

World, and CNN 

I recommend you take a moment each week to familiarize yourself with events that shape 

our world. There will be many discussions in class based on putting the principles that we 

learn into practice. The broader and deeper your “world vision” the more you bring to 

these discussions. 

 

Appendix A: APHG Outline of Topics 

Following is an outline of the major content areas covered by the AP Examination in 

Human Geography, as well as the approximate percentages of the multiple-choice section 

that are devoted to each area. This outline is a guide and is not intended as an exclusive 

list of topics. 

 

I. Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives (5-10%) 

A. Geography as a field of inquiry 

B. Evolution of key geographical concepts and models associated with notable 

geographers 

C. Key concepts underlying the geographical perspective: location, space, place, scale, 

pattern, regionalization, and 

globalization 

D. Key geographical skills 

1. How to use and think about maps and spatial data 

2. How to understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in 

places 

3. How to recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and 

processes 

4. How to define regions and evaluate the regionalization process 

5. How to characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places 

6. New geographic technologies, such as GIS and GPS 

7. Sources of geographical ideas and data: the field, census data 

 

II. Population (13-17%) 

A. Geographical analysis of population 

1. Density, distribution, and scale 

2. Consequences of various densities and distributions 

3. Patterns of composition: age, sex, race, and ethnicity 

4. Population and natural hazards: past, present, and future 

5. Population growth and decline over time and space 

B. Historical trends and projections for the future 

1. Theories of population growth, including the Demographic Model 

2. Patterns of fertility, mortality, and health 

3. Regional variations of demographic transitions 

4. Effects of population policies 

5. Population movement 



A. Push and pull factors 

1. Major voluntary and involuntary migrations at different scales 

2. Migration selectivity 

 

III. Cultural Patterns and Processes (13-17%) 

A. Concepts of culture 

1. Traits 

2. Diffusion 

3. Acculturation 

4. Cultural regions 

B. Cultural differences 

1. Language 

2. Religion 

3. Ethnicity 

4. Gender 

5. Popular and folk culture 

C. Environmental impact of cultural attitudes and practices 

D. Cultural landscapes and cultural identity 

a. Values and preferences 

b. Symbolic landscapes and sense of place 

IV. Political Organization of Space (13-17%) 

A. Territorial dimensions of politics 

1. The concept of territoriality 

2. The nature and meaning of boundaries 

3. Influences of boundaries on identity, interaction, and exchange 

B. Evolution of the contemporary political pattern 

1. The nation-state concept 

2. Colonialism and imperialism 

3. Federal and unitary states 

C. Challenges to inherited political-territorial arrangements 

1. Changing nature of sovereignty 

2. Fragmentation, unification, alliance 

3. Spatial relationships between political patterns and patterns of ethnicity, economy, and 

environment 

4. Electoral geography, including gerrymandering 

 

V. Agricultural and Rural Land Use (13-17%) 

A. Development and diffusion of agriculture 

1. Neolithic Agricultural Revolution 

2. Second Agricultural Revolution 

B. Major agricultural production regions 

1. Agricultural systems associated with major bio-climatic zones 

2. Variations within major zones and effects of markets 

3. Linkages and flows among regions of food production and consumption 

C. Rural land use and settlement patterns 

1. Models of land use, including von Thünen's model 



2. Settlement patterns associated with major agriculture types 

D. Modern commercial agriculture: the Third Agricultural Revolution 

1. Green Revolution and the beginning of the biotechnologic revolution 

2. Characteristics of the third revolution: blending of primary, secondary, and tertiary 

activities, intensification 

of mechanization, and development of biotechnology 

3. Spatial organization of industrial agriculture 

4. Diffusion of industrial agriculture 

5. Future food supplies and environmental impacts of agriculture - hopes and fears 

 

VI. Industrialization and Economic Development (13-17%) 

A. Key concepts in industrialization and development 

B. Growth and diffusion of industrialization 

1. The changing roles of energy and technology 

2. Industrial Revolution 

3. Evolution of economic cores and peripheries 

4. Geographic critiques of models of economic localization (i.e., land rent, comparative 

costs of 

transportation), industrial location, economic development, and world systems 

C. Contemporary patterns and impacts of industrialization and development 

1. Spatial organization of the world economy 

2. Variations in levels of development 

3. Deindustrialization and economic restructuring 

4. Pollution, health, and quality of life 

5. Industrialization, environmental change, and sustainability 

6. Local development initiatives: government policies 

 

VII. Cities and Urban Land Use (13-17%) 

A. Definitions of urbanism 

B. Origin and evolution of cities 

1. Historical patterns of urbanization 

2. Rural-urban migration and urban growth 

3. Global cities and megacities 

4. Models of urban systems 

C. Functional character of contemporary cities 

1. Changing employment mix 

2. Changing demographic and social structures 

D. Built environment and social space 

1. Comparative models of internal city structure 

2. Transportation and infrastructure 

3. Political organization of urban areas 

4. Urban planning and design 

5. Patterns of race, ethnicity, gender, and class 

6. Uneven development, ghettoization, and gentrification 

7. Impacts of suburbanization and edge cities 

 



Book List Ideas: 

Take a look at the unit outline above for any ideas.  A lot of my students liked learning 

about the Lost Boys and child soldiers.  I do have some of these titles in my classroom, 

but our school library also ordered a lot of these titles this past year.  Also understand that 

some of these books have some suggestive language and situations so preview the book 

summary carefully when choosing, but this is also a college level course so some things 

discussed are written in a higher level   The book you choose doesn’t have to be from this 

list and I have some of these titles in my classroom.  Room 103 if you want to check 

them out at the end of the school year, I am normally up at the school during the summer 

so if you contact me I can get you a title if you communicate with me.   

 

Human Geography Reading List 

 

1. The World is Flat: A Brief History of the 21st Century - Thomas Friedman 

2. Hot Flat and Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolution and How It Can 

Renew America: Thomas L.Friedman 

3.  Food Inc.: A Participant Guide: How Industrial Food is Making Us Sicker, 

Fatter, and Poorer-And What 

4. Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal – Eric Schlosser 

5. The Lexus and the Olive Tree - Thomas Friedman 

6. How to Run the World- Parag Khanna 

7. The Future of Power- Joseph Nye 

8. The Revenge of Geography- Robert D. Kaplan 

9. Geographic Ideas That Changed the World- Susan Hanse 

10. Half the Sky: Turning Oppression Into Opportunity for Women Worldwide 

- Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl 

11. Stones into Schools: Promoting Peace with Books, not Bombs in Afghanistan 

and Pakistan - Greg 

12. The Wayfinders: Why Ancient Wisdom Matters in the Modern World - Wade 

Davis 

13. Mountains Beyond Mountains: The quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, the man who 

would cure the world- Tracy 

14. The New Geography of Jobs – Enrico Moretti 

15. We Just Want to Live Here: An Unlikely Teenage Friendship in the Two 

Jersusalems - Amal Rifa'I and Odelia 

16. Cool It: The Skeptical Environmentalist's Guide to Global Warming: Bjorn 

Lomborg 

17. Reading Lolita in Tehran: Azar Nafisi 

18. How Soccer Explains the World: An Unlikely Theory of Globalization - 

Franklin Foer 

19. The Geography of Nowhere: The Rise and Decline of America's Man-Made 

Landscape - James Howard 



20. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed - Jared Diamond 

21. Guns, Germs and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies - Jared Diamond 

22.  Cod: A Biography of the Fish That Changed the World - Mark Kurlansky 

23. A History of the World in Six Glasses – Tom Standage 

24. Salt: A World History - Mark Kurlansky 

25. Three Cups of Tea 

26. Desert Flower 

27. The Red Pencil 

28. Our Patchwork Nation 

29. A Long Way Gone 

30. Born to Run:  A Hidden Tribe, Superathletes, and the Greatest Race the 

World has Never Seen 

31. Sold 

 

 

 


