
 

 

 
Mrs. Watt  
Heather.Watt@usd480.net  cell: (620)629-1761 
 

Ready to Go when the bell rings 

 When you enter the room, READ THE BOARD for that day’s instructions. 

Effort, give everything your best shot! 

 Grit, Zest, Self-Control, Optimism, Gratitude, and Curiosity will get you far. 

Do not interrupt others when they are talking 

Stay focused 

 Absolutely NO headphones in my classroom, I will take them and you will not get them back for a week  

Keep your hands and feet to yourself 

 Do not touch anything set out for lab, until you are instructed to do so. 

I am responsible to do my part 

 Cell Phones/Electronic Devices: When you are instructed to use them you will be able to use them for educational 
purposes ONLY.  (ie. Taking pictures of lab set up or observational data collecting, timers, etc) 

Need to be on time to class! 

 School is your job.  Let’s practice those skills now so when you get your adult job you are AWESOME. 

Show respect to one another 
 

Course Outline 
Appendix A: Science Foundations 

 Lab Safety, lab equipment, scientific method, and graphing. 
Unit 1: Foundational Chemistry 

 Periodic table, elements, periodicity, atom drawings, and Lewis Dot structures. 
Unit 2: Waves 

 Formation, types, calculating the speed of a wave and the behavior of waves. 
Unit 3: The Universe 

 The sun and the formation of the universe. 
Unit 4: The Earth 

 Geologic time, plate tectonics, Constructive and Destructive Forces. 
Unit 5: Magnets & Electricity 

 How magnets function, how magnets can create electricity, and circuitry.  
Appendix B: Conversions 

 Using dimensional analysis to convert measurements in SI Units. 
Unit 6: Energy 

 How energy flows through Earth’s systems. 
Unit 7: Carbon Cycle 

 How carbon circulates through Earth’s sytems. 
Unit 8: Geochemical Cycles 

 Sulfur cycle, water cycle, and nitrogen cycle 
Unit 9: Human Contributions 

 How we influence the environment around us. 
 

Grading 
20% -  Daily Work, Homework, Check-ups and notebook checks  
60% -  Tests & Quizzes  
20% -  Semester Final 
 

 Daily work is due at the start of the next class period unless otherwise told.  If the work is late you will 
only receive 50% credit! I would not give you homework if I didn’t think it was important. 

 

Needed Supplies 
 2 expos markers: black, 

red, green or blue 
 1”  3 ring Binder   
 Calculator  
 We will do projects 

throughout the year that 
will require additional 
items. 
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 NO TEST RETAKES, to earn back partial credit for incorrect answers.  You can do test corrections.  You 
will have 10 days to make those test corrections on your time (before or after school with me, not at 
later@LHS).  Test corrections involve explaining why you chose the answer you chose, why it is incorrect 
and then what is the right answer and why.  You are able to use your notes and ask me questions to go 
through this process but it must be done in my room. 

 When you are absent from school you are required to make up all work in the same number of days that 
you were absent 

 If a test was missed during your absence, you are required to take it the day you come back. 
 If you are absent the day of a lab, you are required to make the lab up.  There will be designated make-up 

days before and after school.  If the lab is not made up on those dates, a score of zero will be recorded. 
 

 

Labs 
 Environmental Science is a lab class.  Lab is a privilege.  The lab safety test must also be taken, and a score 

of 100% must be reached in order to do labs. If the test is not passed at 100% you will receive a zero on 
each lab until the test is passed.  If at any time your behavior is not conducive to a lab situation you will 
not be permitted to participate in the lab, and your parents will be called.  You will then be required to 
complete a 10-page report covering the safety rules violated and the subject the lab coveredin place of 
completing the lab and a score of 50% will be recorded in the grade book. 

 
 

Science and Engineering Fair Projects: 
An Engineering project will be required.  This is an honors class, and you will be pushed to greater achievement.  
You will compete in the engineering competition.  Some class time will be given but mostly work outside of 
school will be required for the project.  The District Science and Engineering Fair will take place February 17 & 
18, 2016. Put these dates on your calendar because this project is a significant portion of your 2nd Semester 
grade.  More details will be available during the second semester. 
 

If you are going to be gone, whether for an absence or an activity, it is your responsibility to let me know you are 
gone. If you know in advance let me know.  If it is the day of text me and let me know.  Take a picture of your 
homework and send the picture to me either by text or email.  Be responsible, be proactive instead of reactive it 
will make a difference.  
 
 
 
 

 

"Around here, however, we don’t look backwards for very long. We keep moving forward, 
opening up new doors and doing new things… and curiosity keeps leading us down new 
paths.” - Walt Disney 
 
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Watt 
 

My cell phone is (620) 629-1761.  As my student you have permission to call or text me as late as 10:30 pm to ask 
any questions or get help on an assignment.  Please feel free to call I will not get upset.  I will be elated that you 
were willing to ask. 
 

Student’s Name ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent’s        Student’s 
Signature ___________________________________________________ Signature ______________________________________________________  
 
If you have an email address or cell number you would prefer I use, please feel free to include it in the space 
below.   
 
 


