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At McArthur Elementary, the teachers 

and staff are always looking for new 

and exciting ways to include parents 

and families.  During the annual Ice 

Cream Social this year, MacArthur staff 

incorporated a scavenger hunt.  Each 

family used either their iPhones or a 

school iPad to search for QR codes 

containing clues that guided them 

through the building and eventually to 

the final treasure…ice cream! This ac-

tivity was enjoyed by all who partici-

pated.  Another new event this year at 

MacArthur Elementary is the Science 

Club.  Science Club is for any students 

in grades kindergarten through  3rd 

whose parents attend monthly PTO 

meetings.  While parents attend the 

PTO meeting, Mrs. Fuller, the Instruc-

tional Coach, leads the students 

through experiments and shows the 

students how much fun Science can be.  

She is also offering a Science Fair prep 

class twice a month after school.  This 

is for 2nd and 3rd grade students who 

are interested in participating in the 

Science Fair.  Students will learn about 

the Science problem solving process 

and browse through ideas for a pro-

ject.  MacArthur’s Science Fair is 

scheduled for January 30.  MacArthur students participate in a Spelling Bee each Spring.  

The top 2nd and 3rd graders compete in the competition each year. In the past there was 

also a Kindergarten and 1st grade Spelling Bee.  After reevaluation it has been deter-

mined that it is best to only have 2nd & 3rd grades compete.  The winners have their name 

on the school plaque that is displayed in the campus trophy case.  MacArthur Elementary 

works closely with the community.  Last year, MacArthur signed on several businesses/

community members as Bright Futures partners.  These partners donated their time, tal-

ent, and/or treasure to our school.  These partners include:  Jury, Farrar, & Associates; 

The Community Bank; State Farm-Roger Crossman; State Farm-Jerry Harding; Farm Cred-

it of Southwest Kansas; Elite Motors; Coach Wynn and the SCCC Lady Saints basketball 

team.  Some donated items for door prizes for Family Nights while others volunteered 

their time in a variety of ways from helping with Family Math Night to filling bags of pop-

corn for parties in the classroom.   The partnerships will continue this school year as well. 

MacArthur also works with the Senior Citizen Center.  Students have made Mother’s Day 

cards and Grandparent Day cards for members.  It is planned to have a couple classes 

attend some Bingo sessions throughout the year, as well.  The 3rd grade classes host a 

drive for the Stepping Stone each year in December.  They collect paper goods and toi-

letry items, and then the 3rd grade ambassadors deliver the collection to the shelter.   

http://www.usd480.net/
http://www.usd480.net/page/54373_2
http://www.usd480.net/index.php?pageID=page_calendar&calID=101407&month=10&year=2014
http://esboard.usd480.net/
http://esboard.usd480.net/
https://power1.usd480.net/public/home.html
http://www.usd480.net/page/68458_3
http://www.usd480.net/page/68458_3
http://www.usd480.net/index.php?pageID=41506_2
http://www.usd480.net/index.php?pageID=31965_2
http://www.usd480.net/index.php?pageID=31965_2
http://www.usd480.net/index.php?pageID=31977_2
http://www.usd480.net/index.php?pageID=40693_2
http://www.usd480.net/index.php?pageID=40693_2
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Albert Bettis  

7th Grade Language Arts  
A graduate of Central Michi-

gan University, Mr. Bettis 

comes to Liberal after two 

years at Window Rock High 

School in Fort Defiance, Ari-

zona. 

Robert Crawford  

Computer Applications and 

Business  
Educated in California, Mr. 

Crawford most recently spent 

several years teaching in Chi-

na. 

Aaron Hynick  

Physical Education and 

Wrestling 
A native Kansan and Wichita 

State Alum, Mr. Hynick be-

gins his teaching career at 

West Middle School. 

Irma Pokorny  

Foreign Language 
Having spent time in Chile as 

a missionary, Ms. Pokorny 

comes to Liberal West Middle 

School after teaching for two 

years in Satanta, Kansas. 

Sheela Rogers  

Counselor 

Ms. Rogers transfers from 

Sunflower Intermediate to 

West Middle school this year. 

Samora Rugumamu  

7th Grade Math  

Prior to Fall 2014, Mr. Ruguma-

mu taught math and science in  

North Carolina, Florida, and 

China. 

Michael Long 

Assistant Principal 
Mr. Long has lived around teachers all of his life.  Most of his relatives are teachers, and he 

learned at an early age the importance of Education.  After a year of teaching science in 

Enid, Oklahoma, Mr. Long has joined the staff at West Middle School as the new Assistant 

Principal.  Prior to working in Enid, Mr. Long served as Vice Principal at Independence High 

School in Independence, Kansas.  He had worked as Vice Principal there for eight years.  Mr. 

Long shared in many of the district’s accomplishments including a rise in the graduation rate 

from 79% to 98%.  His favorite aspect of working in education is seeing students learn and 

catch the concepts of learning.  Although he is new to WMS, his favorite things about work-

ing there are the staff, which is great to work with, and the students who want to learn and 

welcome the challenges education gives them.   As Assistant Principal, his duties include 

those of Activities Director, as well.  He has become very active in the athletic programs at 

WMS, and attends all evening and weekend activities to support the students.  When he is 

not at school, he is spending time with his wife and two grown sons who both work in the 

medical field.   
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Points for Parents:  Where Kindness Leads, 

Respect will Follow 

Student Showcase:   

Sunflower Intermediate    Liberal High School 

Without respect between students and school staff, middle school would be a pretty 

chaotic place. The key to respectful behavior is treating others as you would like to 

be treated. It begins with kindness.  

Encourage your child to: 

• Speak kindly. Respectful language doesn’t include profanity or other hurtful 
words. Respectful speakers don’t interrupt. They use words such as please, thank 

you and excuse me. Set an example for your child by speaking kindly and respect-

fully to him. Praise him for using respectful language, and correct him when he 

doesn’t. 

• Do the right thing. This involves treating both people and property with respect. It 
means leaving things better than you found them. Remind your child to look for opportunities to do the right 

thing: “If you see paper on the classroom floor, pick it up. If someone has her hands full and is trying to leave 

the room, open the door for her.” 

• Practice empathy. This means putting yourself in someone else’s shoes in order to understand their feelings or 
motivations. For example, a student with empathy for his teacher understands that the teacher enforces rules to 

create an environment for learning—not just to “be mean.” Ask your child often, “How do you think that person 

feels?” or, “What could be going on to make that person act that way?” 

Source: N. Paulu, “Helping your child through early adolescence,” U.S. Department of Education,niswc.com/kind. 

“I plan to attend Penn State in Hershey 

Pennsylvania.  I would like to become a 

pediatrician.  I like to watch WWE, and I 

think it would be cool to be a Diva.” 

 

“I plan to attend cosmetology school, so I 

can work while I attend nursing school.  I 

would like to return to Idaho.  I moved 

from there to live in Liberal.” 



District Contact Names and Numbers 

Online Learning Activities for Families  

Central Office 

401 N. Kansas Ave. 

(620)604-1010 

Paul Larkin, Superintendent 

Renae Hickert, Deputy  
Superintendent 

Education Service Center 

624 N. Grant  St. 

(620)604-2400 

Vicki Adams, Special Ed. 

Sheri King, Fed. Programs 

Liberal High School 

1611 W. 2nd St.  

(620)604-1200 

Rafe Begley, Principal 

 

South Middle School 

950 S. Grant St.  

(620)604-1300 

Jason Diseker, Principal 

West Middle School 

500 N. Western St.  

(620)604-1400 

Troy McCarter, Principal 

Cottonwood Intermediate 

1100 W. 11th St. 

(620)604-2700 

Jon Schneider, Principal 

Sunflower Intermediate 

310 W. Pine St. 

(620) 604-2800 

Jennifer Workman, Principal 
 

Garfield Elementary 

516 W. 1st St. 

(620)604-1500 

Kendra Haskell, Principal 

Lincoln Elementary 

11th & Calhoun 

(620)604-1600 

Melinda Cline, Principal  

Mac Arthur Elementary 

925 S. Holly Dr. 

(620)604-1700 

Shawna Evans, Principal 

McDermott Elementary 

439 S. Pennsylvania  

(620)604-1800 

Kathy Fitzgerald, Principal 
 

U.S.D. 480 
Liberal Public Schools  

McKinley Elementary 

700 W. 7th St.  

(620)604-1900 

Cindy Jones, Principal 

Southlawn Elementary 

836 S. Jordan  

(620)604-2000 

Gloria Quattrone, Principal 

Washington Elementary 

840 N. Washington 

(620)604-2100 

Traci Mettlen,  Principal 

 

 

 

 
For Elementary Students:   All online kids games featured at TurtleDiary.com 
are designed to bring out the best in kids and help them solve problems faster. 

Whether the need is to consolidate Math fundamentals or take the first step to-

wards learning the English language with an ABC game, our online kids games 

listing features an extensive variety of games that are especially designed to 

help your kids with all streams of elementary education.  

For Middle and High School Students:  https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse/videos  Crash Course's 
goal is to provide entertaining, high quality, education to the entire world for free.  Hank and John Green have 

been making online video since 2007 and now have over 1500 videos on YouTube between them that, com-

bined, have been viewed more than 500,000,000 times.  In 2011, when YouTube asked the brothers what they'd 

do with a grant from Google, they decided to go with their strengths and create a series of videos teaching high 

school and college-level courses for free on YouTube.  Almost two years later, they've taught world history, 

American history, literature, ecology, biology, and chemistry.  

Find USD 480 on Social Media 
USD 480 social media posts can be seen on Facebook as Liberal 

Public Schools and on Twitter @USD480.  Beginning in October 

2014 search a favorite campus by #480 and the campus name.  

Submit photos/videos/information to be posted on USD480 social 

media to socialmedia@usd480.net. 

http://www.usd480.net/
http://www.usd480.net/index.php?pageID=32001_2
http://lhs.usd480.net/
http://sms.usd480.net/
http://wms.usd480.net/
http://cis.usd480.net/
http://sis.usd480.net/
http://ges.usd480.net/
http://les.usd480.net/
http://maes.usd480.net/
http://mdes.usd480.net/
http://mkes.usd480.net/
http://ses.usd480.net/
http://wes.usd480.net/
https://www.facebook.com/LiberalPublicSchools
https://twitter.com/
http://www.turtlediary.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse/videos/CENTRALSERV/sa.wheeler1$/My%20Documents/%25LOCALAPPDATA%25
mailto:socialmedia@usd480.net

