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Welcome to English IV! I am looking forward to a successful year of 

working with each of you. In this class you can expect to be exposed to a 

variety of British literature from various periods in time. You can also 

expect to create various types of writing, expand your vocabulary, 

improve speaking skills, as well as learn appropriate grammar, 

mechanics, and style skills. You can anticipate participating in 

classroom discussions, completing essays, a research paper, worksheets 

reading assignments, as well as group activities. In addition to English 

skills, you will also acquire skills essential to success in the world 

such as organization skills, responsibility, cooperative skills, thinking 

skills, and problem solving skills. 
 

Course Materials 

 3-Ring Binder with loose-leaf paper: This will be crucial to 

keeping you organized in my class. Your binder will be where all 

notes, bell work, and vocabulary words will be kept. You will need 

to bring your binder to class EVERY DAY! I expect that you will 
have your binder by Monday, August 15, 2011. If for some reason you 
are unable to purchase a binder please let me know prior to this 
date. 

 Pencil/Pen: You will bring a pencil and/or a pen to class with you 

every day.  

 Yellow, Pink, and Blue Highlighters: I will tell you in advance when 

you need to bring your highlighters to class, but you should have 

them available in your lockers at all times 

 Text book: Glencoe Literature: The Reader’s Choice, Course 4: This 

book will be provided to you by Weleetka Schools. Because you are 

borrowing this text it is important that you take care of it 

appropriately. This means refraining from marking in the book, 

misplacing the book, and general abuse of the book. You will bring 

your book to class with you every day. You will not be allowed to 

leave the book in my class!  This means do not leave it on the book 

shelf or under your desk! I have too many students during the day 

to allow you to leave your book, this creates clutter in my room 

and irritates me (Trust me, you don’t want me irritated!) This also 

leaves opportunities for other students to hide, steal, or abuse the 

book you are responsible for. 

 



Please bring all required materials to class every day! Failure to do so 

will result in a day of noon detention! Repeated failure to do so will 

result in additional discipline measures as I see fit. 

Attendance 

The attendance guidelines presented in the Weleetka High School 

Student Handbook will be applied to this class. Attendance is critical 

to passing this course. We will be reading challenging text and 

learning demanding English skills. If you are not here, I cannot teach 

you! 

 

Make-Up Work/ Late Assignments 

Make-up work will not be allowed for students who have an unexcused 

absence! For those who have an excused absence, it is your 

responsibility to get the assignment that you missed. You should 

check the “make-up folder” for any worksheets with your name on 

them that were missed. Check with classmates to ensure that you did 

not miss any important notes. Work should be handed in the following 

class period, failure to do so means that the assignment is late. 

 

Late work is intolerable. Your assignments are your responsibility, 

and part of responsibility is punctuality. I will accept assignments 

for up to two days after they are due, but you will be penalized. For 

the first day that the assignment is late 10 points will be deducted 

off the final grade, for the second day that an assignment is late 20 

points will be deducted. After that the assignment is marked as a “0” 

in the grade book. For example, if an assignment is due Tuesday, then 

if it is not handed in until Wednesday 10 points will be lost, if it is 

handed in on Thursday 20 points will be lost, and the assignment will 

not be accepted on Friday or any day after. 

 

Grading Policy 

A minimum of three grades will be recorded weekly. These grades may 

be obtained from a combination tests, daily assignments, and class 

participation.  

 

Grading Scale 

A traditional grading scale will be used. 

 

A 90-100 

B 89-80 

C 79-70 

D 69-60 

F 59-below 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Classroom Policies and Procedures 

 

 You will enter the classroom in a respectable manner and begin 

bell work. You are to begin bell work immediately upon entering 

the classroom, not after the bell!  

 Hand in all assignments by the assigned due date and in the 

appropriate tray. I do not give “busy work”. If I make an assignment 

it is because I feel like you have something to gain from 

completing the assignment. Failure to complete class work will 

directly affect the understanding of the content covered in class. 

 Take care of all restroom breaks, etc.  before class begins. I am 

responsible for you while you are in my class, therefore you will 

not be allowed to leave once you enter. Also, leaving and re-

entering the classroom creates a disturbance for students trying 

to work. Exceptions will be allowed for “emergencies” only. 

Emergencies rarely occur every day at the same time.  

 You are not allowed to have your cell phones out during class time 

period. If I catch you with these your phone I will confiscate it.  

 I expect that you will respect fellow classmates by allowing them 

to work in a quiet environment and refraining from negative 

comments or actions. Any type of abuse towards fellow classmates 

will not be tolerated.  

 I have no respect for cheaters; therefore cheating will not be 

tolerated. If you are caught cheating you will receive only one 

warning. This warning may be as subtle as a general “keep your eyes 

on your own paper”. After that you will be referred to the office 

and receive a grade of a “0” on the assignment.  

 If you are caught enabling a classmate to cheat you will receive a 

“0” on the assignment.  

 No extra credit assignments will be given. The only way to raise a 

failing grade is to stay caught up on assignments that are given in 

class.  

Expectations for my Students 

I expect that all of my students will assist me in providing a positive 

learning environment by showing respect to classmates as well as me. 

Furthermore, I expect that my students will put forth effort in 

completing assignments and be an active participant in our classroom. 

Finally, I expect my students to behave like high school students; if I 

wanted to take care of elementary students I would still teach 6th 

graders. 

   

My Promise to Students 

I promise that I will show my students the same respect that they show 

me. I will remain fair and unbiased in all instructional and grading 

practices. I will ensure that you are prepared for future English courses 

by setting high standards. I promise to not lower my standards or 

apologize for these expectations, but instead to help you meet them.  

promise to provide my students with a safe learning environment in 

which they feel comfortable taking risks.  


