
Name: ___________________________  Date: ____________ 

Touching Spirit Bear 

Web Quest 

You are about to adventure out and learn more about Ben Mikaelsen, the 

Tlingit Culture, Circle Justice, and the Spirit Bear! 

Put your cursor over the blue word, hold the ctrl button and then click 

the link. This will take you to the website that you will need in order to 

answer the question.  

1. Is there really a spirit bear?  If so, tell me about it?  (Answer 

found under "the spirit bear" and then "the bear") 

 

2. What is the scientific name for the spirit bear? (Answer found 

under "the spirit bear" and then "the bear"). 

 

3. Are there a lot of spirit bears?  Explain.  Where would you find 

them? 

 

4.  What is the legend of the spirit bear? (Answer found under "the 

spirit bear" and then "the legend") 

 

5. What do spirit bears eat? (Answer found under "the spirit bear" 

and then "life requirements") 

 

6. Name some of the cities in South East Alaska. 

http://bcspiritbear.com/spirit-bear-facts/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kermode_bear
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kermode_bear
http://bcspiritbear.com/spirit-bear-legends/
http://animals.pawnation.com/kermode-bears-eat-2881.html
http://www.alaska.com/inside-passage/


 

7.  Choose one of the South Eastern cities and write down 3 facts 

about it. 

City: ___________________________ 

1.   

  

2.    

    

3.     
 

8.  Describe the Tlingit culture. 

 

9.  Why do Tlingit dance? 

 

10.  What do the Tlingit Indians wear during the dances? (Do not write 

the entire paragraph. Paraphrase and put into your own words.) 

 

11.  What is the purpose of a totem pole? (click on meaning on the 

section bar) 

 

12.  Find three interesting facts about totem poles. 

1.    
 

2.    
   

3.    

 

http://www.alaska.com/inside-passage/
http://www.fi.edu/fellows/fellow4/feb99/mccullough/tlingit_just.htm
http://www.sheldonmuseum.org/Vignettes/tlingitdance.htm
http://www.sheldonmuseum.org/Vignettes/tlingitdance.htm
http://users.imag.net/~sry.jkramer/nativetotems/default.html
http://users.imag.net/~sry.jkramer/nativetotems/default.html


13.  Where in the world has the tallest totem pole, the oldest, and the 

thickest? (click on record holdings on the section bar) 

Tallest:  

 

Oldest:  

 

Thickest:  

14.  Write down Ben's quote that he gives to all at the bottom of his 

web page. 

 

15.  Where does Ben live?  Whom does he live with? 

 

16.  How many years has Ben been writing books? 

 

17.  How long does it take Ben to write a book?  What are the steps he 

goes through? 

 

18.  What are some of the other titles of Ben's books that he has 

written? (at least 3) 

 

19.  What is another name for sentencing circles? (Look for “sometimes 

known for”) 

 

20. Name at least 3 goals for the sentencing circle. 

 
1.     

 

2.    

    

3.     

http://users.imag.net/~sry.jkramer/nativetotems/default.html
http://www.benmikaelsen.com/
http://www.benmikaelsen.com/about_ben.html
http://www.benmikaelsen.com/about_ben_interview.html
http://www.benmikaelsen.com/about_ben_interview.htm
http://www.benmikaelsen.com/about_ben.html
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/SentencingCircles.pdf
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/SentencingCircles.pdf

