
GHS College Visits 

 

What are EHS College Visits?  A college recruiter, 

often a college admission officer, visits high schools 

seeking good applicants for his/her college.  S/he 

provides information about the college and answers 

students’ questions.  The recruiter’s purpose is to sell 

the school.  The recruiter pays attention to who visits. 

 

Who should attend?  

 

Seniors who still have not decided on where to apply. 

(Both semesters) 

Juniors who need to find out about where to apply.  

(Second semester) 

 

Why are the visits important?  Visits provide: 

 

Knowledge.  Picking the right college is hard and 

expensive (most applications include a fee).  There are 

many schools that are just right, but you have got to 

find them and you cannot visit them all.  The EHS visit 

is an excellent 2nd step (1st is reading about the school 

and visiting its web site).  The EHS visit helps you 

decide the value of a physical visit. 

 

Convenience.  The visits are at EHS during the school 

day. 

 

Better chance at Admission.  Admissions are 

competitive.  Creating a positive impression with the 

recruiter increased your odds of getting into this 

college.  The recruiter sees hundreds of students in a 

year.  Make yourself memorable (ask intelligent 

questions, shake hands with authority, provided him/her 

with an insight into your strengths) and s/he might take 

special note of you.  When he/she receives a promptly 

written note of interest, the recruiter will remember 

and you will have someone to speak for you at admission. 

 

How can I make the visit more useful for me and 

impress the recruiter? 

 

After researching the school, develop a short list of 

questions.  Some suggestions (Do not ask what was  

� What opportunities does the college have in an area 

of personal strength such as music, language, sports? 

� What does the “average” freshman attending the 

school “look like?” 

� Average SAT/ACT; GPA 

� AP & honor courses expected 

� Extra-curricular, work & community service 

experiences? 

� Ask about the school’s cultural life such as: 

activities, concerts, plays, speakers. 

� Ask about your possible major in college. 

� Do not ask about parties, wild dorm life, or 

questions that imply that you drink, use drugs or are 

interested in college just to have a good time. 

� Be polite, attentive and attractive (no gum, combing 

hair, dress ok, be clean.) 

 

What do I do to schedule a visit with a recruiter to 

GHS? 

 

� Decide, from the colleges advertised, which one(s) 

interest you. 

� Come to the Counselors’ Office to find the catalog. 

� Visit the school’s web site. 

� Sign up in the Counselors’ Office.  The sign-up 

lists for recruiters visiting EHS are on Stacy’s desk to 

your right just as you enter the office. 

� You must sign up by the day before the visit. 

� Talk with the teacher whose class you will miss so 

that you can make up missed work.  The teachers will 

work with you to accommodate this request; this is a 

sanctioned school activity, but you are responsible for 

missed work. 

� Show up on time!  If you sign-up and do not come, 

this leaves a poor impression with the recruiter and 

anyone making a college recommendation for you. 

 

What do I do after the visit?  Behavior after the 

recruiter leaves is more important than what happens 

during the visit.  If you are interested in the college: 

 

� Make sure you get the recruiter’s card with his/her 

name and physical address (not just an email). 

� Write (by hand or typed, not email) a letter of 

interest to the recruiter that contains: 

• A gracious thank you for time and 

presentation. 

• Short statement of what you found 

really interesting.  Do note how a personal 

strength fits into the strengths of the 

school, but be subtle.  (If you want, your 

counselor will review your letter.) 

• A request for further information 

(placement on a mailing list or email list) 

and indicate an interest is a visit to the 

school sometime in the future (immediately 

if you are a senior!) 

 

 



 
 
BUT WHAT 
SHALL I ASK??? 
 

A guide for meeting 
with college 
representatives. 
 
Many students and their parents 
hesitate to talk with college 
representatives when they visit. 
This is because they feel they may 
have an obligation to that school 
as a result of that visit or because 
they feel ill-at-ease not knowing 
what to ask a representative. 
 
It should be remembered that just 
as students are shopping for a 
school to attend after high school, 
representatives are also shopping. 
Signing up for more information or 
talking with a representative does 
not commit you to make 
application to attend a particular 
college. In fact, representatives 
may recommend a different school 
to a student because he/she feels 
it has more to offer that particular 
student. 
 

Before talking with college 
representatives, you should 
know your grade point average, 
test scores, (if an entrance test 
has been taken), and class 
rank. This information can help 
a college rep give accurate 
information regarding your 
admissions status at his/her 
college. 
 
The following are suggestions 
as to the types of questions you 
may be interested in asking a 
college representative: 
 
�Ask if the representative works in 
the admissions office  of the 
college. If not, ask what he does at 
the college. 

 
�What admissions test do the 
college prefer? 
 

�Is an admissions essay required? 
If so, how much emphasis is 
placed on the admissions essay? 
 
�What factors are emphasized in 
the admissions process? For 
example, how important is 
gpa, test scores, recommendations 
essay, etc. 
 
�Do you accept Advanced 
Placement test scores? CLEP 
scores? 
 
�What is the average GPA of 
freshmen at your school? 
 
�If you know what you wish to 
study, ask if that is offered at their 
school and if it is one of their 
strong majors. 
 
�Does your particular major have 
any specific requirements for 
admission, in addition to the usual 
requirements for admission to the 
college? 
 
�If undecided about a major, ask 
what the strong majors are at a 
particular school. 
 
�Ask what unusual programs they 
offer for students. How much is 
tuition?  Room and board? 
 
�What percent of qualified 
students receive financial aid? 
 
�What kind of scholarship 
program is offered? 
 
�What are residence hall policies? 

 
�Is a housing spot guaranteed if 
am accepted? 
 
�Do students have to eat in the 
dorm? 
 
�How large is the school? 
 
�How large are your classes? 
 
�Are freshmen classes taught by 
professors? 
 

�Are advisors assigned to 
students? If so, are they in the 
same field of study as the student? 
 
�What percent of freshmen return 
for the second year? 
 
�Are cars allowed on campus? If 
so, are there particular parking 
restrictions? 
 
�What do students do in their 
spare time? 
 
After you have narrowed your 
choices to several schools, try to 
visit those schools, to walk the 
campus and get some sense of 
each school.  
 
Talk with the financial aid experts 
there, talk with admissions again, 
talk with students:  
 
If possible, visit a class and stay 
overnight in a dorm. In this way 
you will be better able to make a 
good college choice. 

 


