
 Legend has it that centuries ago a young king set out to develop the 
finest strain of horses in the world. 
 The young king sent out his 50 best men to search the world for the 100 
finest horses that could be found.  In six months they returned with the very 
finest horses in the entire world.  
 The young king trained the horses himself.  It took him six months.  He 
trained the horses to respond to his command every time he blew his silver 
trumpet.   
 When he was convinced they were fully trained, that there was no more 
he could do, he took them to the desert to place where it never got below 
120 degrees.  He corralled them on a small hill overlooking an oasis of 
bubbling cool water 100 yards away and gave them nothing to eat or drink.   
 At the end of three days they were at each others throats.  They were 
frantic!  No more could they be contained. 
 Then came the supreme test.  The king ordered his men to open the 
corral gates.  Now can’t you just see those 100 horses stampeding toward 
the oasis of water? 
 When the horses got within a few feet of the water – the king blew his 
trumpet one more time. 
 Lo and behold – one horse yielded, reluctantly, obediently to the master 
and came back to the king. 
 From that one horse they raised the Arabian strain of horses – the finest 
horses in the world today. 
 The message is this – that 1 out of 100 answers the really tough calls in 
life or makes the tough choice – 1 in 100 is truly committed. 
 
 At Prairiland High School our coaches and the men in our community 
will team up to build young men of integrity, men of character, and young 
men who will grow to be just that, 1 in 100. We want the men in Prairiland to 
be “Uncommon Men.”   We as a group will make a commitment to the young 
men and boys in our community to stand with them and say enough is enough.  
I choose to be uncommon with the way I live my life.  I choose that my word 
will be my bond.  I choose to live a life of integrity and character.  I choose 
to use language that is pleasing to those around me.  I choose to be a man of 
compassion and empathy, a man that will champion the opportunity to help 
those less fortunate than myself. I will treat women the way they deserve to 
be treated.  No longer will I sit by and watch the world I live in fall apart 
around me, I will live by a set of principles and I will stand firm when those 
around me are not willing to.  
  

We choose to be “Uncommon Men” 
 
All men of Prairiland are invited to be a part of our 1 in 100 uncommon man 
group. If you would like to join us, please call the field house to find out 
when we will meet next.  We look forward to having you be a part of helping 
change our culture. 

Coach Alex Richters 


