
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
April 9, 2018 

 
Update from Superintendent Tom Deighan 
 
Below are the most common questions and concerns I have received from parents.   
 
Feedback from Parents: 
Lawton Public Schools has explored several different ways to solicit feedback from parents during the work 
stoppage.  A poll has been suggested, similar to the staff poll, but we have not yet been able to identify a 
process to ensure the results are accurate or limited to actual LPS parents.  At this point, the best method to 
share your concerns and questions is to directly email your principal or me as superintendent.  We will respond 
with the best information as quickly as possible.   You may email me directly with any questions, concerns, or 
comments at tom.deighan@lawtonps.org. 
 
Testing: 
State Superintendent Joy Hofmeister announced an extension of the testing window today, providing an extra 
week for elementary testing.   Depending on the duration of the work stoppage, that should allow LPS students 
and staff sufficient time to review and take the tests with minimal added complications.  The scheduling of 
secondary tests such as AP and ACT do not seem to be in danger of being impacted at this moment.  
 
Promotion to Next Grades: 
At this point, there is no indication that promotion of students to the next grade will be impacted.  All 
instructional time will be made up by either adding minutes to the day or days to the calendar (or a combination 
of both).   
 
Graduation: 
We currently have no reason to believe that any graduation plans should be impacted by the work-stoppage.  
Even if school extends beyond the current graduation date, ceremonies will be held as scheduled.  Lawton 
Public Schools will do everything possible to minimize any impact to prospective graduates.  
 
Post-Graduation/Summer Commitments: 
We do not yet see a need to add instructional days beyond the current school end-date.  We are still looking at 
adding instructional minutes to the day as our first option.  If the work-stoppage does continue much beyond 
the middle of this week, we will have to consider adding days to the calendar.   Regardless of any impact to the 
calendar, however, we will work with every student who has college, military, or other summer obligations on a 
student-by-student basis.  Lawton Public Schools will do everything possible to ensure students’ summer 
obligations are not impacted.  
 
I encourage parents to please stay connected to your principals during this time.  Resources are available 
through each site regarding how to keep students academically engaged during the work stoppage.   
 
God Bless,  
 

 
DR. TOM DEIGHAN 

Superintendent 
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