
I am a: 
As students, parents, educators and community members, what are some ways we can send a strong message to 
our legislators in addition to a possible work stoppage? 

As students, parents, educators and community members, what are 
your questions or concerns regarding a possible work stoppage?

Community Member
is there a plan in place to help parents find childcare and food 
resources during the work stoppage? 

Community Member Phone calls, emails, letters, personal visits to the Capitol.
How many days can be missed before it is necessary to extend the 
school year?

Community Member Student walk out, teacher walk out during state testing
Why are there so many cackling hens circling our school board who 
obviously do not think for the children.

Community Member Contact them by phone, email and mail How to make up lost days

Community Member

It is my opinion that all the messages that have been sent for the last twenty years have the same common flaw.  
The legislature feels, and correctly so, that teachers are the personality types that would not allow them to 
inconvenience nor hamper the education of their students and parents.  That flaw is preyed upon with promises 
during campaigns, and ignored during tenure.  I am, by nature, opposed to walk outs, but time has come to make a 
statement that cannot be ignored.

I am concerned that the legislature has been negligent for so many 
years, and that the economy has gotten so weak, that they will offer a 
much smaller raise with promises of future increases to avert the walk 
out, and that our educators will fall for it again.  Get a raise with 
guaranteed yearly increases until they at least reach the regional 
average.

Community Member

I think a teacher walk-out is the best way to get their attention.  They have had no problem voting no each and 
every time a pay increase has come to the table.  I think it would be an awesome idea for the legislators to come 
spend one week in a school, observing different classrooms each day to see the many demands classroom teachers 
are met with on a daily basis.  Our students and their education are our future!  How can the legislators not invest 
in our future?  We are 50th in the nation for annual teacher pay.  It is hard to believe that I live in a state that 
doesn't support public education.  What a sad situation for all of us living in Oklahoma. 

This is out of our control and we must follow suit as to what our district 
decides.  My main concern is how long this potential "hold-out" could 
last?   Will this have any affect on our health insurance in the interim?

Community Member More funding/educators fundings 

Community Member
start electing all new reps for the different districts in the state., A work stoppage is not going to work because in 
the end  with changes and reductions the students are the ones that are gonna lose out.

What happens if the walk out is a success and the raises are given, then 
to provide the money vast programs through the system  are totally 
done away with, such as many or all the vo-tech programs, what is left 
of the art and music depts., and maybe even many of the projects in 
place to help the handicapped students cope with everyday life in 
school.

Community Member
Stike and stay out till the $6000.00 is given.  Storm the Capitol.   Call members of the State government. Write 
letters.  Do not let up!

As a retired counselor, teacher, my main concern is funding education 
and teachers raises.  Now is the time!  Do not let education in OK suffer 
any longer!  There are concerns about childcare and parents, but 
maybe with this happening, they will join educators to demand raises 
and funding for schools.  Strike till it happens!

Community Member Vote for a better Governor on election day Will there be any repercussions for those that walk out?

Community Member Petitions sent to the Legislature. 

When will make up days be? Can those who walk out be fired down the 
road?  What about the students on meal plans? Will this affect the 
seniors and graduation? Will there be a march in OKC? If so, will there 
be busses taking those who are interested? 

Community Member
Contacting our legislators directly with our concerns and wants for the education community moving forward. 
Participation and support of protestors including walkouts, sit ins, and assemblies.

My concern mostly lie in the students. Should the legislators refuse to 
take proper action and meet the cries of the community, how long will 
we allow for the work stoppage to continue and will there be other 
learning opportunities offered during the stoppage such as programs 
at libraries and information for parents to keep children actively 
learning? Also, for older children during this time how will the work 
stoppage affect their graduation time and in turn possible college 
admission?

Community Member Send students to the house everyday just like a Cache is. I have no questions. Stop working and start voicing your opinion! 

Community Member
I support the work stoppage. Would like to see food provided for 
needy. 

Community Member

Many people have stepped up to show their support for education and the educators.  I hate that it will probably 
come to a walkout, but I think the Legislatures have pushed this issue aside for too long because they know that 
the teachers love their students and don't want them to suffer.  But the sad truth is that they are suffering because 
of the constant cuts to education and the low morale of the educators.  Do I wish there was another way to get the 
attention of our Legislatures without the walkout - yes.  But I think that this is the only way to get their undivided 
attention and have them see that they need to start doing their jobs more efficiently and work toward getting 
Oklahoma back on track.  I have taken the time to send emails to each of the Representatives and the Senators.  I 
received a total of 9 responses and each of those were Representatives and they had voted for the bills that have 
been presented to help get us out of this mess.  As the Senior from Cache stated while they were at the Capitol - 
many of the Legislatures were on their phones - wonder why I didn't have more than 9 responses!

I have no questions - I just wish you luck in your pursuit of what is right 
for our children - our future.

Community Member
Money should go toward supplies and materials. Give raises or stipends only to those who have worked 5 or more 
years for the remainder of this term. Build in a step increase starting next year and then merit raises. 

Teachers do a lot of work, but they are paid fairly for 10 month 
contracts. The rest of state workers haven't seen a raise either. Look at 
higher education - there are those with multiple years of experience 
and masters degrees who make $30k or less for year-round work 
(administration and staff). Teachers have it pretty good in comparison 
with the rest of the state. Comparing teachers to teachers in other 
states, it looks bad but salaries are low for our state but so is our cost 
of living. Think about why you started. Get to work and fulfill your 
contract. 

Community Member Honest media coverage  

The kid's missing out on school and  the teachers still not able to get 
the message out they do need a raise but the schools need so much 
also

Community Member
I think thatâ€™s the only answer at this point. Weâ€™ve talked to legislators with no success. I believe weâ€™re 
out of alternatives. How are children who rely on school for food going to eat?



Community Member Petitions--although they haven't worked in the past....My strong message will come at election time
My concern is that if you don't stop work and make a strong stand, the 
situation will never change...

Community Member
I think the only way is a walk out.  The legislators don't take our educators seriously and have no concept what they 
go through or what their needs are. None, bring it on.

Community Member
Letters, emails and phone calls.  Also, when it is time for reelection we can certainly vote them out.  Check your 
Legislators voting record! What can I do to help?

Community Member I believe that I can send I strong message by supporting the teachers. 

My only question is why did the people in charge not give our teachers 
the raises they deserve earlier! 

Community Member Can we do a revote on our elected officials?

Community Member
I think thatâ€™s the only answer at this point. Weâ€™ve talked to legislators with no success. I believe weâ€™re 
out of alternatives. How are children who rely on school for food going to eat?

Community Member
I think thatâ€™s the only answer at this point. Weâ€™ve talked to legislators with no success. I believe weâ€™re 
out of alternatives. How are children who rely on school for food going to eat?

Community Member Give them what they deserve!!!!

I am concerned that this will not end well. If we do not allow our 
teachers the proper instruments to teach our children we will remain 
at the bottom of all 50 states with education
 I don't mind paying a little extra out of my checks to ensure a better 
future for our youth and the people teaching them.

Community Member Vote out current representatives. 

Community Member Report showing how much teachers spend out their own pocket for supplies for the classroom. How will students make up the missed days.

Community Member A signed petition Will the teacher still get paid

Community Member Create a presentation of how much teachers pay out of pocket for their classrooms vs. how much they make
Say the state legislators do not budge even with the work stoppage, 
what will teachers do then? 

Community Member
Our Children are important, and we much happy teachers that doesn't have to worry about earnings enough to 
support their family and themself.

The children education, and well being, while the work stoppage is 
taking place.  The children needs their education and their time 
occupied learning and not being idle.  Idle hands is the devil work shop.

Community Member

I feel for the teachers and administration but I am worried about the 
effect of the work stoppage on the students in LPS. What happens to 
their education ? Whatâ€™s going to happen with graduating seniors ?

Community Member It seems you need to stop work unfortunately.

My concern are the parents of the young children who work and don't 
normally have babysitters.  This would be an extra expense to the 
parents.

Community Member
Will children still be fed? What about children whose parent(s) must 
work while their childâ€™s school is closed?

Community Member Letters, phone calls, visits to Capitol Hoping teachers will continue to be paid. 

Community Member

I truly believe the walk out might be the strongest message there is. The videos and posts from Cache HS show us 
that our legislators are not listening. Had this not been going on for at least a decade--and I can only see historical 
data for ten years--there might be other ways. But educators have lobbied, voted, written letters, made calls, 
rallied at the Capitol. This has not worked. Truly #TheTimeIsNow to stand up and show them that communities 
cannot function well without their teachers. The message is unity. Schools, principals, parents, superintendents, 
students, all are fighting for their right to strong schools. Seeing students who are seniors willingly give up their 
senior events because they believe so strongly in this is powerful. I think the images of this on the national media, 
which are sure to ensue, will get the job done. We as a state vested in education have used every other mode 
available to us as a free society. 

Burdening the teachers with extra summer work or docked pay. I hope 
that there will be some sort of exemption for this make up time with 
this extraordinary situation. And of course, I am concerned about child 
care and children who need the school lunch program. I am hopeful 
that more local organizations will rise up and take this one, such as is 
happening in Tulsa and OKC. I'd like to see some outreach to churches 
and community centers to have a plan in place in every city. 

Community Member
Flood them with texts, emails, and snail mail. When they see that it's not just educators that want change, they 
might take a more serious look at the problems facings all Oklahomans.

Other communities had systems in place to handle to food poverty 
among their students. What are we prepared to do?

Community Member

Continue to voice concerns and let them know that theyâ€™re being held accountable for all of the political 
promises made. Let them know that we wonâ€™t forget that many of them have turned an about face and elected 
to increase their coffers rather than share the revenue with their constituents. Remind them that they  have 
managed to find ways for raises so why not find ways to give our teachers and children what is due them. 

I donâ€™t have questions; I support what needs to be done in order to 
let them know that weâ€™re ready to do what has to be done to give 
our educators and children what theyâ€™re demanding all for the 
good of OKLAHOMA in general. 

Community Member Lottery Oil

Community Member Letter to legislatures,and phone calls Letâ€™s do it. We long over due

Community Member
We can send a strong message to our legislatures by returning the respect back to the profession. We need to 
make our voices heard that enough is enough. 

My concern is are for the children who only eat during school. We 
should reach out to community members, organizations, and churches 
for help in preparing sack lunches for our kids in need. 

Parent
Any measure that will assure the well-being of teachers and that their needs are being met while ensuring that 
students continue to get the education they deserve. 

Do teachers continue to be paid? what about students' progress and 
education?

Parent Make signs, put up billboards, wear shirts supporting our teachers, everyone march at the capitol. How will the students make up days missed due to stoppage?

Parent I believe my children have suffered enough and this is the only way to get their attention.

What will be done about those kids who have no where to go during 
the work stoppage?  Is LPS trying to provide some sort of services for 
those families that rely on the school system for food and have no 
other childcare options?

Parent

Stop voting the same old people into office.  Fund our schools.  Fund our teacher's salaries.  Stop the  tax breaks for 
big oil. Give teachers HUGE tax breaks.  Give teachers' retirement a HUGE tax break.  Legislative workers, senators 
and representatives should be given teacher's pay.  I support the educators in this.  No questions.  Enough is enough.  



Parent
They need to pay the teacher better. Because they are there for Our during the day and helping them when they 
are needed to be. And plus they haven't had a raise since 2008 they deserve it. And i support the teacher's. I support the Teacher's.

Parent Via petition
My children will miss valuable education time. Especially with state 
testing rapidly approaching.

Parent
I plan on emailing my legislators the first day of the walkout, April 2nd.  I am open to doing more but that is a for 
sure and easy thing that can be done.

Will LPS continue to support the work stoppage if other surrounding 
school boards are supporting it as well? (I hope they will continue to 
back the teachers)
How many days do we still have built in before extra days will be tacked 
on to the end of the year? (Given this goes on for multiple days)

Parent Vote .. I believe when those that are voted out of office it gives room for candidates that care 

I'm 100% in support of the work stoppage .. I have no concerns .. The 
children will be able to make up missed time once the main issues are 
resolved 

Parent Just teach our children! Our children need to be shown the higher road.

Our children not getting the education. We know you all deserve so 
much more than what teachers are receiving but our students deserve 
to be taught.

Parent Emails, phone calls, DEMANDING ANSWERS as to where all the funding for education is going!!

My child is only in the 1st grade. I fully submit teachers and think a 
work stoppage may be necessary to prove a point. I would just like to 
be fully informed of this possibility taking place so I can decide if it will 
be best to keep my child home or send him to school.

Parent

Walk out minimal to days not indefinite!  We need to get our community behind the message and be the voice for 
the kids and the teachers and let the teachers teachers and students learn while as a whole community we send a 
message with out interrupting the children's education!   I wish I could figure out a better solution. I want to make 
sure I say this I support the teachers 100% and hope the legislation can figure this out!!!!! 

I am very concerned as a athletic parent of a junior student that his 
track season will be interrupted! I know our teachers need raises and 
our kids need more I just wish there was a better way! As a parent of a 
athlete and knowing his junior years is vital to his recruitment to get to 
the next level knowing that this could terminate his season scares me!! 
We don't qualify for Oklahoma promise and him needing to his junior 
year  to show recruiters what he can do to get more scholarships to 
help me pay for this and the walk out could jeopardize this for many 
track and field, baseball soccer and gold athletes  scares me!

Parent

Parent I think we should have students write letters to the capitol.

I think it is very rushed, I feel they have done nothing to promote this 
for 10 year and all of a sudden they are in a panic.   I feel OEA and PEO 
should be letting teachers and admin know what is going on and what 
bills are up for vote.  This would have equipped the teachers with the 
knowledge of pending legislation and they could act on their concerns.   
I think for the past 10 years we should have had parents, teachers, and 
students writing our legislators voicing our concerns.  I feel if funding 
changes were made a little at a time it would not be such a massive 
undertaking.  If wages and funding were raised in smaller more steady 
increments it would be such a shock and less push back from the 
general voting public.  It would have been easier to have had several 
small tax increases to fund things as opposed to every 10 years a major 
tax increase.  I think teachers should be expecting more from OEA.  I 
would hope if they were being updated on education funding bills they 
would be more proactive when at the poll or possibly even help 
campaign against legislators voting against education funding or 
campaigning for legislators voting for education funding.  Either way, I 
do not think they should be discussing this with students in class!!!  I 
do not think their stresses should be passes on to the students of any 
district!!   I also think teachers have an obligation to be leaders and set 
examples to our youth.  I think if students wanted to strike or walk out 
there would be severe consequences. I think watching teachers act in a 
way they are forbidden to act is going to have a negative impact on 
respect in the classroom.      

Parent Persistent contact expressing ourselves! 
How things will go, will the school year drag out further? Do days need 
to be made up? Just hope you put out clear answers to these prior. 

Parent

Will teachers and support staff continue to be paid during work 
stoppage? Will days be made up at the end of the year? Will children 
with little to no food security who rely on school meals have 
uninterrupted access to food? 

Parent I don't see any other way
Parent Doing strikes The workers are not satisfied 
Parent Stay strong our teacher no all teacher deserve fair pay.s None i understand and support 

Parent Continue to let your voices be heard. Donâ€™t stop.  Talk about whatâ€™s going on with our children. 
I have no concerns. I stand with these educators and students. They all 
deserve more. 

Parent

Marches and other visible protests, information campaigns (maybe set up a booth outside walmart or siilar high 
traffic place), voter registration drives, high news media visibility, social media visibility. Perhaps facebook live q 
and a sessions?

Please allow students and parents to protest with you, if you choose to do marches or other loud, visible protests. I 
think students, teachers and parents presenting a united front would be very powerful. 

Im concerned about the safety of the teachers, as well as the health 
and wellbeing of students who rely on school breakfasts and lunches.

Parent
How is this work stoppage going to affect the 2018 seniors? Will they 
graduate on time? 

Parent Nothing ..they aren't listening Makeup

Parent

I support the teachers and all staff with this movement to help our schools. If it wasnâ€™t for all of the people that 
teach and support our teachers our kids wouldnâ€™t have an education. Holding teachers and staff members back 
from teaching our children of the future is only letting our children fail at life. If we do t get the help now when will 
we? I believe putting money in to the school system and the teachers and staff will improve the future for our 
children and theirs.  It should never be the teachers responsibility to spend there little pay check on what is needed 
to make the kids successful, it should come from the school system. None at this time.

Parent Showing up at the capitol Extended school into summer

Parent
Some students want to be able to walk with the staff and show support as well as voice their opinions on why their 
teachers deserve better for themselves and their students.

My only concern, be it a minor one, is school be pushed into summer 
vacation time and how long. Truly it doesn't matter to me or my kids 
because this is an important matter that needs addressed 



Parent

If this drags on for a while what effect will this have on summer break. 
We have nonrefundable airline tickets overseas, costing $1500 each, 
and I will not waste my money. My step daughter will be pulled from 
school to take the trip for 3 weeks. How will this be handled?

Parent Rally at the capitol

No concerns or questions! I fully support all the wonderful educators 
and hope the state government will pass a pay raise. Thank you for all 
you do

Parent
Letters, emails, media, to include social, include the parents and other community members...  the more voices, the 
more strength Will the days missed by my student be made up?  

Parent Student walk out during major testing Why are there politics in our schools?

Parent
Community education on the reason behind the walk out as to inform them that this is not a selfish act and 
propose ideas for the community to demand better for the students in their community.

Meals for those students who only have access to food at school. 
Students creating disturbances in the city because parents are at work. 
Alternate activities for students during the walk out.

Parent

I agree with a walk out until something changes. Itâ€™s tine for legislators to quit putting education last on their 
priority list!  Storming the capitol and not leaving until they change sounds like a worthwhile cause. Our future 
depends on this. 

I worry that it could interfere with some of the activities the kids are 
looking forward to toward the end of the year, but if thatâ€™s the 
sacrifice we have to make, we will! I also would hope it wouldnâ€™t 
affect the kidsâ€™ grades. 

Parent
Legislators need to see that we need teachers. They need to see parents are angry at legislators and law makers 
not at the schools or teachers. How will students make up days if there is a work stoppage?

Parent
What happens to those seniors who have committed to the miltiary. 
You are delaying there future. 

Parent
I donâ€™t know. I think presenting a united front........ at a time that will send the biggest message is the answer.  I 
support this work stoppage.

My concern is how will the students make up the lost days or will they? 
What will happen about previously scheduled events?  I feel like the 
teachers need to send a strong message by not going back UNTIL the 
issues are resolved though. 

Parent
Will this affect testing? When will they make up any days that are 
missed? 

Parent

Are the children gonna be held accountable for your walking out? Why 
should their summer break be interrupted because the grown ups cant 
get their acts together and communicate? I know teachers need raises . 
But you guys knew this before the elected officials where re 
elected..this should be something you take care of at the polls not 
during the school year.

Parent Not sure How long will it be? Will children' have to go during that time? 

Parent
Let them see that we stand behind our teachers and our teaching staff members!!  The legislators need to SEE that 
we, as a community support our teachers and are standing WITH them in this walk out!   

I would ask that no teacher or staff member is reprimanded or suffers 
any repercussions frim this walk out. 

Parent

Parent

A firm audit of every cent spent in our state is needed to account for all the monies collected that are supposed to 
be used for education in Oklahoma, as that money seems to be getting spent in other areas or on frivolous item. 
Strong leaders with voices that can be heard need to stand up and put their foot down for the teachers and the 
children, to say enough is enough and find where unnecessary spending can be cut, unneeded state property can 
be sold, and other funds can be made available to invest in our future. Oklahoma legislators need to look at what is 
going to happen down the road, not just what is going on right in front of them.

How long is the work stoppage expected to last? If it is an extended 
period of time, what are working parents expected to do for their 
children during the work day? What will happen to children who do not 
receive meals outside of school due to their home situation? What will 
happen during this period with homeless children who depend on 
school as an escape from their situation? Will this stoppage do more 
harm than good? Will legislators be willing to listen and take the 
children and teacher's needs, rather than their own wants, into 
consideration? 

Parent Petition Working parents and where kids can go if teachers walk out.  

Parent
Demand salary increases and better resources for our children. I believe we should all contact our legislators and 
express our concerns. 

My only concern is for the teachers and staff. If we want change we 
need to stick it to the state. We need to force them to fix this. Our 
teachers deserve better. 

Parent Work stoppage. None

Parent Make them be accountable for how they are spending money that is suppose to go to education!

If that is what they think they have to do it days out should not effect 
the students in regarding their testing, graduation or other ways 
reguire  the students to make up days missed minus the extra days 
built in. If the teachers and staff walk out they should have to work the 
days the we're out not make the kids go to school longer because of 
choices made by teachers and support staff.

Parent I think we can send students to the capitol like Cache high school has done. None, I think it is overdue.

Parent They don't seem to care from what I've seen. Not sure besides giving them facts. 

No concern. I agree with the walk out. As a parent of a special needs 
kid as well. More money is needed to pay teachers and help keep 
services in schools. 

Parent
We need to vote in people who will be more concerned with quality of education and support of our young people 
than they are of money in their pockets.

I am willing for my children to make up work they missed during the 
stoppage.

Parent
Will my child have to attend school classes in the summer because of 
this protest?

Parent
Organize a presence at the capitol during the stoppage. Enlist a broad spectrum of educators, parents, students, 
and community members to visit legislators. 

My child.  Will the stoppage require that school days be made up in the 
summer? My child has already secured summer employment at a camp 
out of town. I also have concerns for students scheduled to graduate 
this May.

Parent
By explaining to people and educating them on how to vote and what it means. Voting new candidates in and the 
incumbents out would send the strongest message, far more powerful than a â€œwork stoppageâ€�. At what point will the educators accept a deal and return to work?

Parent Not much more that could happen without hurting our children's education. We support you and it's time to take a stand for our students.

Parent Public ads in newspapers and tv stations.
Will my child have to make up the day that u are forcing her to stay 
home.

Parent Continue the work stoppage until the needs of all our students, teachers and support staff are met.  
Will this affect our  students advancing to the next grade level next 
year 

Parent Unknown 

How are the students education going to suffer because of this? If 
school shuts down will those days be made up or how does that work? 
I support the teachers but I dont think the kids should suffer for it. 
They are there for a education and they deserve to get it without the 
teachers walking out on them. 

Parent Protest at the capital
Will the kids have to make up days missed over summer? Who will save 
my sanity during the work stoppage? 



Parent
I think another "storm the capital" .... But not just teachers/staff.  Get community members to rally as well. Flood 
the capital with hundreds of thousands

I do not work for LPS personally. However, my entire family has or still 
does.  Concerns are minimal and support from my family is absolutely 
100%. 

My main question though, relates to time.  I know Oklahoma politicians 
arent exactly expedient. So this is likely to take some serious time.  Just 
curious if anybody knows how long we're looking at (perfect world 
scenario and everything is agreed upon quickly)?  Also, the subsequent 
plan to make up the days missed. Would we count some as inclement 
weather days first then move towards make up days in the summer?  

Other than just wanting to know schedule issues, please know that 
there are sooo many who support this plan and support our teachers!! 

Parent Don't come back until the legislature does their job completely. I have none. You should have done this sooner. 

Parent Write letters, make calls to the legislators, email

I am all for the work stoppage and supporting the teachers.  The only 
concern I have.. and it could possibly only affect my family... is if the 
students would have to make up the day(s) after 5/24 .  We are moving 
out of state a few days after the end of the school year.  

Parent
I'm honestly not sure other than coming together as a community and sending the legislature a message as a 
community. 

No I feel the teachers deserve better as do our children, so if that's 
what it has to come to so be it. Our teachers work incredibly hard for 
such little money as well as spending it in the classroom. 

Parent
Let them know that parents and students fully support teachers, and will not return to school until teachers go 
back and a resolution is made. Where can kids go to get fed or if they have parents who have to work? 

Parent  Lesson  to the teachers that are educating our kids The kids learning 

Parent
Videos shot from inside the schoolâ€™s with current materials shown that our students are having to use as well 
as interviews from our teachers and students. 

I have no concerns at this time. We are ranked last across the nation in 
education. We are currently in a shortage of teachers to educate our 
children because of the current pay, requirements, benefits, etc. If this 
work stoppage doesnâ€™t succeed, our children are still be exposed to 
the same issues they are now. If the work stoppage succeeds, the 
benefits will greatly outweigh the current state our education program 
is in. The teachers have this momâ€™s full support! 

Parent showing up in mass to the capitol

Will teachers be paid? Is this a one day event or will they stay out until 
issue gets resolved? After resolution will they have to make up all of 
the days missed? If so, when? 

Parent Let them know that the community will support the teachers. Vow to not reelect anyone not in support
My concern is the teachers already don't make enough and a stoppage 
is more time they won't get paid for

Parent

Calling and writing politicians,  and they are ELECTED officials...VOTE THEM OUT when the time comes. At the 
immediate moment, all that can be done has been as an attempt by everyone to express putting our childrenâ€™s 
educations first and making it possible for teachers to effectively do their jobs, so I support the stoppage.  

My concerns and questions are related to how will this time missed by 
the children and reachers be made up in order for them to get the 
classroom hours they need.  Also, if we get passed this, that the 
upward swing continue and the push toward Oklahomaâ€™s education 
of children take priority for once.  

Parent

I unfortunately don't have a solution for you, I wish I did. But what happens to all the money that comes from the 
Federal side when each of us Military has to fill out the form stating we are in the district.  We have to go off Post 
starting with middle school and higher.  That should be a quite a bit of money and should be divided amongst the 
schools depending how many Military children they have in the school

Being a Military family, two high schoolers  and traveling to many other 
schools with moving,  I feel terrible for the teachers, their pay, some of 
the schools  books/supplies they have to work with, and really the 
standard of education in the first place.  

Parent
Where would our kids go and how would they receive an education. 
What exactly is this? 

Parent Present a finance plan that would be a starting point for a funding package. My daughter is a senior.  How will graduation be affected?

Parent

Have all teachers and staff members send in actual receipts of all supplies and materials theyâ€™ve purchased for 
the school and their students.  Take lots of pictures and send all of the actual receipts to our state legislators in a 
large box.  They need a visual of what theyâ€™re forcing our teachers to spend out of their own pockets.

Will additional days be added to the school year?  Will this effect my 
childâ€™s expectations of performance for next year?

Parent Our students need the education Keep our teachers working

Parent
Possibly send out a petition and have all teachers, students, parents and concerned members sign it for 
ratification.

Just if kids will have to make up the days or if they will be excused for 
this time.

Parent All children need an education 
Our children won't get the proper education they need with out our 
teachers help..

Parent

Parent
If there is a stoppage how or when are our students going to make up 
the work or time missed?

Parent

My first thought was about how this could hurt the children. Then I 
realized, no, it teaches them how to stand up for something they 
believe in and/or want to change. This sends a powerful message to 
them! 

Parent walk out is the only way for a strong stance none.  I am ready to support this walk out
Parent Will the kids get out of school for summer break on time?

Parent I am not sure. I wish I knew. Teachers definitely deserve better as do our students.
How long will it last? How will it effect my child's education and how 
will the missed days be made up?

Parent

I come from a family of Oklahoma educators. My grandma is a retired teacher, my mom teaches in Tulsa, and I am 
pursuing my alternative certification and m.Ed degree. I'm not sure what the best option is to send a message to 
legislators, but I know that Oklahoma needs to step up to better serve its students and teachers. As the parent of 
two LPS students, I am firmly in support of any action the district's teachers feel is appropriate. I want to thank all 
the teachers, administrators, and staff members that play such a big role in my children's lives and let them know 
that they are appreciated!

Parent Strike My childâ€™s education 

Parent Walk with children and parents together and to be honest a strike 
What about the state testings ? Will there be a retake on those if the 
walk out happened be4 the testings ? 

Parent
If you donâ€™t work you donâ€™t get paid. There is better ways to express yourself, not to mention your hurting 
children by taking an educational day away from them See above answer

Parent
Stand your ground!!! Set scheduled protests, walk outs, and work stoppages. Nothing will ever change if you don't 
make it happen. Peace....everything must be done with and through peace!!! 

How does the work stoppage affect our children's attendance and how 
will the school time be made up for all of the absences? 

Parent
If the schools close for an undisclosed time of length, how will those 
days be made up?

Parent
Organize a presence at the capitol during the stoppage. Enlist a broad spectrum of educators, parents, students, 
and community members to visit legislators. 

My child.  Will the stoppage require that school days be made up in the 
summer? My child has already secured summer employment at a camp 
out of town. I also have concerns for students scheduled to graduate 
this May.



Parent
I support the walk out. Legislators are not taking this matter seriously. They donâ€™t care about educating our 
children, schools, teachers, etc. Parents unable to make preparations for children while at work. 

Parent

Most important thing we can do is to actually get out and vote. A small fraction of eligible voters actually do. 
People are saying they support school funding, yet they have continued to elect individuals that cut school funding.

For legislators that have said they support schools, but do not, we can do a recall election and remove them from 
office for not meeting the needs of the communities they are elected to represent.

My concern is that students are in the final stages of preparing for 
major tests (end of year and Advance Placement tests (that we paid for 
them to take)) which have an impact on their future and the "rating" of 
our schools. 

Additionally, will the days missed due to a work stoppage be added on 
to the end of the school year? What about families that have trips 
planned or students that have employment lined up to begin the week 
after school is scheduled to end?

Parent Demonstrations and petitions

I hope they can realize teacher's are one of greatest assets and give 
them their just due and support. My only real concern is our 
lawmakers are too money blind to see the truth. 

Parent Increase media coverage of this issue from local and regional to the national stage. Ie CNN

What is the plan in regard to the children getting back to school as 
soon as possibe.. even with the possibility of the work stoppage being 
ongoing ? Will there be substitutes? Will administrators pick up some 
slack??? What is the plan for future funding? And what steps will be 
taken to make sure this issue does not happen again?

Parent I'm sure it has already been tried, but petitions and letters would be other options. 
Child care and my childs education. I have many teacher friends so I 
would like y'all to know I hope you do get the raise. Teacher deserve it. 

Parent
I really don't know, but I love my LPS teachers and staff and would support them doing what they feel they need to 
do. 

Make up days. I have a foreign exchange student with a flight out May 
28th who needs to finish this year by then as he will be returning to 
America for his senior year next year. I support this event entirely, but I 
do need to make sure he finishes his junior year before he leaves.

Parent I think the work stoppage is the only answer. 
My concerns are for those students that don't have any where to go or 
food to eat. 

Parent Peaceful demonstration
Parents who can't take time off for children not old enough to stay 
home

Parent I think at this point a work stoppage is the best way to send a strong message. I have no concerns regarding the possible work stoppage. 

Parent

Our children that are in these schools are our future, we have women and men willing to take time to help teach 
our children ! These teachers work their butts off just so our children can learn! Our teachers deserve the most and 
donâ€™t seem to be recognized for it! 

Do I have to be concerned about my children not learning enough ? 
Will my kids classroom sizes get bigger then what it already is? What 
will we do if Teachers just donâ€™t want to come to work because they 
feel as if they are not respected enough ? What can I do as a parent 

Parent

Teachers are the pillar to our community. Between Kindergarten and 12th grade the teachers are their when us as 
parents are working to support our families. These teachers don't only teach a certain subject but they are mentors 
that help us raise our children. Our children would never be able to get the jobs they choose without the teachers. 
Everyone that sits on any board, community leader, community leader, and so forth have been mentored and 
taught by teachers. We always talk about the importance of education and that no one should be bullied. Why are 
we sitting here bullying our teachers into working for nothing. They are ranked the lowest and still expect them to 
perform the same as other states. They are adults, parents, children, spouses, and mentors. They work hard so 
that our students can have a bright future. Please stop and think about how you got to where you are in your 
current job or position. A TEACHER!!!! A teacher helped you get the grades that you needed, the education you 
needed, and the tools to help you once you graduated. We need to support our teachers so they can continue to 
help grow our students into the young adults they will become once they graduate. If you had ONE teacher mentor 
you during your time in school then stop to think about how they did that. They wake up early to prepare their 
lesson plans for the day. They work during their lunches to grade tests, talk to a student, or just to catch up on 
assignments. They don't work 10 months a year. They take their summers in order to prepare their lesson plans for 
the entire year. That is something that can not be completed in a day, a week, or even a month. They are planning 
out the entire school year not just a block on time. Think about the work they put into planning, the time away 
from their family or themselves just so they can ensure that OUR students are getting everything out of the work 
they put into their assignments. I have 4 kids; one graduated, 2 in high school, and one in elementary. They all are 
different and special in their own way. One of my girls is ADHD and has a 504 plan. Her counselors and teachers 
work hard to help her get thru assignments, exams, and her daily activities at times. They take their time to meet 
with parents after school, during their lunch, or before school to ensure these students are ready for the school 
year and meet often if needed to adjust their plans. I am proud of their hard work and as a parent I believe that the 
legislation should look at the students and the teachers when they think about their decisions. Think about the 
lives they are hurting. They deserve a raise plus so much more. 

Why is that you will allow Oklahoma to be ranked # 50?.
Why would you allow your teachers to be so underpaid and so 
overworked while the rest of the United States is well taken care of in 
their jobs?
Why are you not thinking about the students involved in this work 
stoppage? 
How are you as the legislation not thinking about the students futures 
and how they few our system?
These students are the future and if we all need to come together to 
take care of them. 

Parent

I know along with teachers salaries there is the concern of school funding. Or lack there of. I know there are divided 
views within the community regarding a possible strike. I feel if you moved the focus more towards the lack of 
funding and how it effects our children you could potentially gain a lot more community support. Many people 
Iâ€™ve talked to are completely unaware of the funding issues and think this is solely about educators pay. 
Educate people on the lies our representatives have made regarding where those promised funds ended up. If the 
community is aware of all of the issues I can almost bet they would be more willing to stand behind our educators. 
Lack of knowledge will lead to lack of support. The harsh truth is most donâ€™t care about teachers salaries. So 
make sure theyâ€™re aware thatâ€™s not only concern 

Iâ€™m more worried that this wonâ€™t end in a favorable result. My 
children will be fine and have been informed of the importance of 
standing behind our educators who have such a very important job. 
They deserve our respect, our support and livable wage. I believe they 
deserve a wage that reflects the importance of their job and the 
amount of work they put in to help educate and shape our children. I 
am however concerned about the children who depend on school for 
meals and supervision. Iâ€™m aware thatâ€™s not what school is for 
but unfortunately that is the reality for some of these children. I only 
hope there will be something put in place for them. 

Parent
Parent Dedicated and concerted contact campaign. Child care during the days 
Parent Higher pay Better Educatiors, and less liberal policys 

Parent Follow the example the students are setting to get their voices heard on stricter gun control!

I worry that my student will fall behind or have the burden put on her 
to m make up work in a rushed timeline.  If the teachers walk out, they 
need to be prepared to give the students one day for every day they 
strike.  

Parent
When will we know that my child will not have school? Will it be on 
April second or the third since there is no school on the second? 

Parent
I think we need more coverage o. this issue I've spoken to people that have no clue about what's going on. more 
coverage can possibly bring more people to come out and support.

Is there a march happening? where at i would like my children and I to 
come out and support the cause. 

Parent A walkout or protest.

While I don't want my kid to miss school, I also feel it's extremely 
important that our teachers and schools get treated better. 10 years 
with no raises is ridiculous. Needing over 1000 emergency certifications 
for temporary teachers is insane.



Parent
I suppose all that is left is to walk out. A high school teacher in Oklahoma makes less than I do as an assistant 
manager for Walmart and I donâ€™t need college to do my job. Something has to happen!

My son is a senior, my biggest concern is how this will affect graduation 
for him. He is 19 and itâ€™s been difficult to keep him in school this 
year. How long will it be for and what price will the seniors and other 
students have to pay to get the legislature to listen? 

Parent Keep our children home in support

I have heard that if the walk out happens, the children will continue to 
go to school. My daughter is in high school, I can see the elementary 
children still going, but why would the older students still go to school. 
Will these days be made up?

Parent Keep doing what your doing 

My only concern about is that it will start to affect parents work 
schedules due to teachers not being present, who will watch after the 
kids?

Parent I think a work stoppage is what it takes. Nothing less than that will get the attention our teachers need. None.
Parent I wish I knew :( Where do the kids go during the work day. 

Parent

I am a parent of an LPS student and also the husband of an LPS teacher. I see her putting her all into her students 
every single day. Both when she gets off of work and on the weekends. She's never "off". She is about to complete 
her Master's degree and can expect a tiny raise for it. She has had to pick up a part time job transcribing audio and 
captioning videos to supplement our income. I believe she, and all teachers, deserve more than a $10,000 raise. 
From what I've seen in the news and on social media, the Oklahoma legislature hasn't taken the educators of this 
state seriously on a long time. I fully support a work stoppage and don't really see any other way to send the 
message to our lawmakers. My wife deserves more. Our daughter deserves more. And all of the students in this 
state who are the future of this state deserve more.

I imagine some parents will be worried about childcare and meals. I 
understand that many parents depend on their child's school time to 
be able to work or do what they need to do. However, I believe that a 
temporary inconvenience is worth it. It is better for the small, and 
hopefully short lived inconvenience than allowing the worsening 
conditions to continue. As far as meals, I believe something could be 
set up within LPS. Similar to the feeding sites over the summer, sites 
could be set up at certain times to ensure those receiving free or 
reduced lunch to habe at least breakfast and/or lunch. Although it is 
not a school district's job to feed students, I believe it is important for 
the image of the district and the well being of the students to have 
some sort of program set up.

Parent

Start paying our educators more money. Our children are not getting the education they deserve, due to the fact 
our teachers aren't getting paid what they deserve. It takes alot to teach children. Do whats right, take care of our 
educators.  Our children need them to have a better future!!! I have no concerns, I support the work stoppage.

Parent we need to always be looking out for our youth 

I would standby the teachers and staff 100% if they decided to walk out 
because honestly they don't get paid enough to deal with the kids no 
textbooks gotta provide own supplies it's just ridiculous and Mary 
fallion should be ashamed of herself for allowing oklahoma teachers to 
be the least paid in all 50 states 

Parent
Quit finding politicians that stand against education, demand more by protesting, vote politicians out, inundate 
politiciansâ€™ emails Mostly the calendar 

Parent Really donâ€™t see any other way to get the message across. Our teachers deserve better! Only concern is testing is during April. I support the teachers 100%!

Parent I strongly support the work stoppage and believe that this is the best way to send a message to them. None... I support this 100% 

Parent

I don't think there is they have been saying for 10 years they would get money for education and they still don't we 
have an oil and natural gas tycoon who made Billions in net profit last quarter yet says he couldn't afford to pay 
more taxes on the wells.  The legislators are on his payroll until schools comes to a halt nothing will be done

It needs to last as long as it takes to get results.  If left alone Oklahoma 
schools will collapse there isn't enough money for text books now what 
will it look like in 10 years?  Businesses are afraid to move to Oklahoma.  
They are not sure if they can find skilled workers here due to the state 
of our schools.

Parent

Parent Don't cave
If you want to make more money go find another job. If it's really about 
the kids then you wouldn't be worried about it.

Parent
I believe we should show our dedication as parents, educators, students, and community members and be at the 
capitol each day once the stoppage happens or even now to try and prevent it.   

I'm an educator for Oklahoma and I support the possible stoppage.  
However, I do have a few concerns for my daughter who attends 
MacArthur Middle. LPS has their last day on May 24. We have a 
vacation planned for May 26-June 1.  We cannot get a refund on that 
pre booked vacation.  How will that effect her attendance since she will 
be absent for a week? Thank you for taking the time to hear questions 
and concerns! 

Parent Try and find another way to tell them they need pay raises. 
Whatâ€™s gonna happen to our kids if thereâ€™s no one there to 
teach them. Does that mean no school for them?

Parent
I think work stoppage is the only way to grab their attention. I stand behind teachers willing to protest the unfair 
wages! 

Why does it take a work stoppage to get legislatures/ government 
attention?! 

Parent Communication with our state representatives. None whatsoever.

Parent No testing, reaching out to legislators

How it will impact spring sports, prom, and graduation. What about 
Srâ€™s who have scheduled commitments in June if we have to make 
up that much time(military commitment). Hungry kids

Parent Come together in large organized numbers. Being ignored. 

Parent
Signed Petitions, social media posts, flood our representatives with letters, show up at the capital, student letters, 
letters from our community, telethon to our representatives. 

I 100% support our teachers and their rights. I truly believe they have 
earned and deserve an increase in pay and benefits. Oklahomaâ€™s 
current pay scale for teachers is appalling. I will do what is needed to 
support our teachers to make that happen, that being said, I know my 
child personally is concerned about the walk out because of how 
shutting down the school and activities will affect the kids in the short 
term. Kids who eat meals at school, free ACT test for the junior class, 
soccer games, club events, senior prom. If it is possible to keep these 
items on the calendar and have parent volunteers or teacher 
volunteers to keep these activities and events going then I think we 
would all feel a little more comfortable with the teacher walk out. I 
want the teachers to get the increase they deserve, but I also donâ€™t 
want our kids to miss out on some important milestones in their lives. 
Also I would hate to see the school year extended or kids held back. 
Gaining a pay increase but at the detriment of our students is not the 
right way. Even with that I will support our teachers in any way I can. 

Parent
I'm recently new to area but what I have seen on the news the main focus is on better school supplies for the 
students 

If the students or teachers don't have with they need to do their jobs 
effective then I agree with the walkout

Parent I think, and hope, a work shortage is enough.
My concern is extending the school year. We have unchangeable plans 
the week after school is out. 

Parent
Write letters voicing our concerns and make a personal appearance to our local legislators at the state captiol, 
have more local town hall meetings concerning teacher and student issues in Education

How long would the work stoppage last? Will the students have to 
make up the missed school days this year or would the missed time be 
added onto the next school year calendar? 



Parent Clear objectives and articulation of what you want to obtain. 
How can we as parents assist and what are things we can work on with 
our children if there is no school. 

Parent Wear red t-shirts until there is a pay raise None
Parent I support teachers and everything they do for my children

Parent vow to honor your work agreement through the rest of this school year. Deal with this over summer.

Ask for your raises, but offer that they be performance oriented raises 
and that the teaching will be improved. Weed out the lazy teachers and 
stop doing the sham days (IE movies, games, etc).  If you want paid 
what you are worth then work to the level that the students deserve.

Parent
Parent phone text or call Text or call 

Parent

Compare other states and school districts performance and passing grades for school, graduation rate, and top 
colleges that students are being accepted to that have higher pay.  The pay and funding for the schools is what 
helps our kids to receive a better education. They are constantly giving politicians pay raises and they dont deserve 
it. 

How is this going to impact the students, grades, and will school be 
extended into the summer depending how long this walk out last.

Parent Letters, emails, phone calls, votes

I am concerned that if we push the people who are in office and have 
not taken the time to fix the problem, they will make the problem 
worse. We really just need to vote people in who will make good 
legislation.

Parent To go back to the classroom That the citizens will be taxed more and the school year extended.

Parent

Are u going to punish the transition kids buy making them not go to job 
sites and lose of there income.   This  is in NO WAY right or fare to the 
kids or the employers who depend on them to perform jobs they are 
contracted to do.  They should not have to suffer loose if income or 
training as a result of this.  Also tech kids need to be able to go to tech 
during outage and should not have to suffer loose of class time again 
over something that they may or may not support 

Parent

We need parents, students, and teachers to stand strong in our community. We need to flood social media and 
news with groups of people standing in public places with signs telling Legislators to fund education, 
#fundmyschool, etc.  Legislators need to see that constituents want better for their children and they are pushing 
for this as well.  If they see this is a united front, and not just teachers wanting more money, then it will convey a 
message of community.  I think students are instrumental.  Lets ask them to make videos asking for #fundmyschool 
with the outdated resources, bring in the news to tour schools across OK to show the true state of affairs.

What will happen to the vo-tech students? Will they still be able to 
attend their vo tech classes and receive credit? Will Great Plains Tech 
close too?  What about graduation?  Will the dates be postponed or 
pushed back?  What about school lunches?  Will there be places for 
students to get lunches while on the walk-out?  What will happen to 
our Special Olympics athletes wanting to compete?  If we don't go on 
April 13, then we can't go to Stillwater. Will our buildings be closed 
completely to teachers as well??  Can teachers work in rooms or will 
we be forced to stay out?  Can we prepare work ahead for our students 
for home study? What do you plan to do if this lasts more than 4 days, 
which it will.  It must grab legislators attention and make a real 
solution, not a bandaid.

Parent
I truly think the only way to get a clear message across is the walkout. It will truly mean that we are not playing 
anymore

Possible of not coming to an agreement and then what happens to our 
kids.

Parent Write one letter to them, the house, and senate every week for five years.  That would at least get there attention.

I don't mind paying teacher more but I do expect more out of them.  
We are low in the states education list, if I'm going to pay more I want a 
better education for my kids.  I hope you all get your raise, and with 
that more equipment and more resources for teaching.

Parent Protest, letters to politicians, news outlet, and social media.

I understand why it would happen and support it. I do feel that the 
state driven core curriculum is lacking and would like a stoppage to 
incorporate an education addition or revamp. We were military and 
came from Virginia were our boys received their basics and then we 
moved here. Nothing but A's and both are far higher than almost all. 
We can easily see a difference in the taught curriculum and don't 
blame the teachers, we blame the system. We can do so much better 
and our children deserve it.

Parent

Maybe a petition from concerned parents/grand parents stating the teachers are sorely under paid and the moral 
of doing the job they do must be kept high. Working for so little seriously hurts the teachings to the children and 
they are our future. Setting these kids up for failure by teachers who are dedicated professionals that do not even 
make enough to support themselves is a tragedy 

I donâ€™t have any concerns. As long as our grade school children are 
not walking in a picket line due to their age would be my only concern. 
Frankly the teachers should picket or walk out. The teachers deserve to 
be heard. They need a pay raise and should have it and not at the 
expense of the childrenâ€™s education by cutting other educational 
subjects. 

Parent

We can support the teacher work stoppage - even if it's longer than a week. Nothing will change unless we show 
commitment.  The legislatures need to support our teachers/education with the raise/funding they 
deserve/rewuire and we won't vote them out on the next election!

Can the state wave the number of days the students have to make up if 
the stoppage exceeds a certain number of days? Can the state extend 
the testing window? Can we chose to have our children opt out of state 
testing?

Parent
Make a big splash but shutting down all schools until the State buckles. They are withholding money (how else do 
they give themselves raises in a time like this), and it's time they funded education they way they are supposed to.

I feel that the hit to educator's income coupled with the kids (of 
parents who really aren't parenting their kids) being on the streets and 
other kids (of parents who don't have the luxury of staying home with 
them) being home unattended will cause quite the ruckus in the 
community. Many teachers already have 2nd jobs because this 
"professional job" doesn't pay enough, and my solidify their choice to 
either teach in another state, leave the field altogether, or take a 3rd 
job. Good teachers will stand up for what they believe in, but only for 
so long. They won't put up with much more of this mismanagement. If 
this goes on too long, we stand to lose these great teachers and will 
only be left with the sub-par teachers who were emergency certified, 
which will further hurt the education of our children. 

Parent
Stand firm in the demands. Donâ€™t settle. And, we as a district should/could send students and parents and 
teachers into our legislators offices. Take the text books with them. Take the broken computers. 

No concerns. Full support. My child deserves the best. Sheâ€™s never 
known fully-funded education. 
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