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Yearbook 20-21 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bettine Adams                         

(575)714-2215                        

badams@floydbroncos.com                                     

Introduction 

Wow! What crazy times we are living in! Up until last year, the biggest true news event our 

yearbook staff covered was when the bus barn burned a few years ago. Last year’s book was a 

challenge with spring events canceled. We are not sure what this year will look like, so this may 

be the most challenging class you take in terms of flexibility and managing to produce a 

yearbook that reflects the events of our year.  

Course Description 

In this course you will gain, develop, and master skills in one or multiple areas of the yearbook 

creation process. Whether you’re interested in page design or photography, copywriting or 

marketing, or any other skill required to create a memorable yearbook, you’ll be able to learn by 

doing. Outside of developing these individual skills, we’re also working towards a single, shared 

goal: to create the most memorable yearbook Floyd Schools has ever seen.  

Student Evaluation 

This is not a “gotcha” class, but there are high expectations. Your grades will include 

attendance, photography, completion of assigned spreads including design, layout, and editing, 

as well as some attendance at after-school events. You will also have a semester test and an 

occasional quiz or worksheet. 

Communication/Attendance 

● Communication - we will be using Bloomz both as my communication with parents and 

with you. The student code is: 2DAZHZ. The parent code is DQT26C. 

● I must have at least two contacts with you per week via text, phone, or Bloomz. 

● A copy of this packet can be found on the school web site under parent and teacher 

resources tab; your grade level; and class. 
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Week 1 Course Calendar   

 

Week Topic / Activities Homework Date 
Due 

1 Intro to Yearbook   

Day 1 Intro to Yearbook Review the packet; complete the Shapes Test Aug. 
13 

Day 2 Photography Basics Shoot ten photos from different angles Aug. 
17 

Day 3 Photography Basics Shoot ten photos of 3 items Aug. 
18 

Day 4 Photography Basics Shoot five pics of the same subject with different 
lighting. 

Aug. 
19 

 

I will check in on you Monday afternoon just to say Hello and to be sure you 

received your packet. I am looking forward to hearing from  you! 
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Yearbook - Week One, Assignment One Name _________________ 
Please return with your packet or take a photo and text it to me (575)714-2215 or upload to 

Bloomz. 

Complete the following questions: 

 

Name _________________________________________Phone Number ________________ 

 

Parents’ Phone Number _______________________________________________________ 

 

Do you have Internet? ________________________________________________________ 

 

What kind of device do you have? (phone, laptop, Chromebook, tablet, etc.) _____________ 

 

 

Complete the Shapes Personality Test below:  

 

The geometric shapes test is very simple but at the same time quite an insightful personality 

test. 

All you have to do is to look at the proposed geometric shapes and choose the one that 

you think best represents you as a person. In other words, choose the shape that you can 

clearly identify yourself with. Then arrange the remaining shapes in order of preference. 

What shape did you choose? _________________________________ 

Do you believe this is an accurate description of your personality? ___________________ 

If so, using the shape you chose, highlight or underline character traits which you 

believe describe you.  Write three of them down below. If not, tell me three character 

traits you have. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Square 
The tireless worker. Exhibits hard work, diligence, perseverance, and always strives for completion. 

Patience and a methodical nature make squares skilled specialists. A Square collects information, and 

has it neatly organized on his shelves, he is able to quickly retrieve the desired facts and earns a 

deserved reputation of being a scholar in his field. 

The Square refers to left hemisphere thinkers, who are characterized by logical thought and mathematical 

mindsets. Squares analyze and calculate answers to problems, rather than trusting instinct or inference. 

Square’s ideal is a planned, regular, life where everything is predictable. They do not like the unexpected 

or surprises. In the business world, such people often become good administrators and executives but 

rarely succeed as managers because the constant need for additional information for decision-making 

deprives them of their speed. In addition, their cold rationality often prevents squares from quickly 

connecting with other people. 

Triangle 
This form symbolizes leadership. The main ability of triangles is to focus on goals and deeply and 

quickly analyze situations. A Triangle is a very confident person who wants to be right in everything. 

Triangles find it difficult to admit their mistakes, are easy to train, and absorb information like a sponge. 

Their career gives their life meaning. 

Negative qualities: excessive self-absorption. Triangles are very good at presenting the importance of 

their own work to senior management, can sense profitable business decisions from a mile away, and, 

struggling for success, may “knock heads” with rivals. 
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Rectangle 
Is a transitional form from one shape to another. People that see themselves as Rectangles are not 

satisfied with their lives and are busy looking for chances to better their circumstances. The main 

mental state of a rectangle is a perceived sense of confusion, bogged by their problems and 

uncertainty. 

Their most important features are inconsistent and unpredictable behavior and low self-esteem. 

Positive qualities: curiosity, inquisitiveness, a lively interest in everything, courage. Tries to do 

things that have never been done, asks questions that he did not have the spirit for before. 

 

Circle 
The Circle is a symbol of harmony. Those who choose this shape are interested in good interpersonal 

relations. The highest value for the circle is people and their well being. This is the most benevolent 

of the five figures. The Circle is the glue that holds the team or the family together. They stabilize the 

group and have a high capacity for sympathy and empathy. 

Circles feel the pain and joy of others as their own. They are right-brain thinkers, not logical but creative 

and more emotionally charged. The processing of information in such people is not consistent and 

resembles a mosaic pattern. The main feature of their style of thinking is a focus on the subjective 

aspects of the problem. 

Zigzag 
The Zigzag is a symbol of creativity. The Zigzag focuses on imagery. The right-brain thinking zigzag 

is not fixated on the details, which simplifies the way he views the world, this allows him to construct a 

holistic and harmonious conceptual view of the world, to see its intrinsic beauty. 

The Zigzag cannot work in one place for a long time – this is after all, boring and there are so many other 

interesting things to see and experience! The main purpose of the zigzag is the generation of new ideas 

and methods, and not their actual realization. The Zigzag looks to the future and is more interested in 

possibilities than in reality. 
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Yearbook 20-21  Week One, Tuesday Name ______________________ 

 

We will be shooting lots of pictures over the course of the year. Normally, we would begin using 

one of the digital cameras at school and practice around campus. We will do that when we get 

back, but we can start with whatever device you have (probably your phone or I-pad). There are 

hundreds of tips for beginning photos on the internet and related videos. I am including a small 

handful of tips here and an assignment at the conclusion of the handout!  

These come from this website: https://www.photoworkout.com/photography-tips-beginners/ 

 

1.  Composition: Use the Rule of Thirds for Satisfying Images 

The rule of thirds states that the most pleasing composition puts the main subject a third of the 

way into the frame.  A useful way to think about it is using this grid: 

Basically, you 

should try to align 

your main subject 

with one of the 

gridlines–or, better 

yet, put it at the 

intersection of the 

gridlines, known as 

power points. 

If you can do this, 

you’ll end up with a 

photo that looks 

very balanced. 

 

 

https://www.photoworkout.com/photography-tips-beginners/
https://www.photoworkout.com/photography-basics/
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2.   Light:  Shoot during the Golden Hours for the Best Light 

If you want amazing photos, you’ve got to have great light. Because light is essential to 

photography, it’s the first thing you should think about when trying to capture beautiful 

photos. But what counts as amazing light? The best type of light for pretty much any 

genre of photography is golden-hour lighting. 

This is the light when the sun is low in the sky, about an hour or two before sunset and 

after sunrise. 

An essential beginner 

photography tip is to shoot 

during the golden hour. 

During the golden hours, 

the sun casts a lovely glow 

over the entire scene. This 

helps light your images 

evenly (which is generally a 

good thing). It also helps 

you capture nice colors and 

details.   

In truth, it’s pretty tough to go wrong with golden-hour lighting. It really is that good. It’ll 

take any lackluster photo–and transform it into something amazing.  

Cloudy light also gives soft tones; avoid mid-day lighting because it is harsh. Front 

lighting also gives even tones; back lighting makes for dramatic silhouettes. 
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3.  Composition:  Include a Powerful Main Subject to Stun the 

Viewer 

Composition starts with an impressive main subject. Now, your main subject should be 

something that stands out. Something that anchors your entire photo. This could be anything 

discrete: a flower, a person, a bird, you name it. 

But what’s important is that you include a main subject, and that it stands alone. 

When it comes to composition, this beginner 

photography tip is key: always try to include 

a powerful main subject. 

If you’re struggling to find a subject to use in 

your photo, ask yourself: 

What drew me to this scene in the first 

place? What is it that I want to portray here? 

That should give you a sense of the best main subject. Next, try to figure out how you can 

isolate the main subject as much as possible. Angle yourself so that any distractions are 

removed from the scene. If you have to, move the 

distractions yourself. 

Notice the way the main subject (a flower) is isolated in 

this photo: 
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Simplify Your Compositions for the Most Striking Photos 

Now, it’s important to include a main subject. However,  you should also pay attention to the 

surroundings of that subject. In particular, you should make sure you simplify the surroundings 

as much as possible. If there are several colors, try to reduce them down as much as you can. If 

there are any additional elements that dominate the photo, get rid of them. You see, the best 

photos tend to be ultra-simple: A main subject. A nice background. And that’s all. 

 Experiment with Different Angles for Unique Looks 

When it comes to composition, it’s important to create a balanced photo. However,  you should 

also try to create something unique. You don’t want to keep showing the world the same thing 

over and over, right? 

One of my favorite ways to create unique photos is to use creative angles. Now, there’s no set 

way of doing this. But I recommend you get down on the ground, underneath your subject. 

Shoot up, and see what type of shot you get. Exploring angles is a great way to get a unique 

perspective. Then move to the side. Try that angle. Walk around your subject. Aim to get an 

image every few steps. Finally, shoot down at your subject. See what that produces. 

If you just experiment with a few different angles, you’re guaranteed to come away with unique 

looking shots because that’s what different angles do: They give you perspectives that nobody’s 

ever seen before. 

So don’t be afraid to try out new angles.  You never know what you might find! 
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Assignment Two  due Monday, August 17 

Assignment: With One Subject, Shoot 10 Photos 

https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/photography-exercises/ 

Here’s a common mistake made by newbies: always taking photos from the same 

height and from the same angle. It’s natural to stand up straight and take snapshots 

from eye-level, but that’s boring. After all, everyone knows what the world looks like 

from eye-level. If you want your photos to be more compelling, change things up. 

Capture the world from unusual angles and positions: viewpoints that are foreign to 

most people. 

1.  This photography exercise helps train your sense of angles. First, find a subject. 

Any subject. It could be a stove-top kettle, a pet dog, a fire hydrant, a herb 

garden, a manhole cover. Anything works. 

 

2.  Then take 10 photos of it. No two photos should be alike. Try looking directly 

down at it. Then try looking directly up at it. Shift the angles. Look at the front of 

the subject, then the back, then the sides. The possibilities are countless, and 

even the smallest tweaks to the angle can have a large impact on the resulting 

photo. Do this for hundreds of subjects and you’ll start seeing angles everywhere 

you go without even trying. 

 

3. Choose 7 of your favorites to share on Bloomz with classmates. We will critique 

them next week. Don’t panic if something goes wrong with Bloomz; we will figure 

it out! 

https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/photography-exercises/
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Assignment Three due Tuesday, August 18  

 

 With Three Objects, Shoot 10 Photos 

https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/photography-exercises/ 

In some cases—like landscape, astronomical, and street photography—the idea is to 

capture scenes in the moment as they are. In other cases—like portrait, food, and 

product photography—the idea is to construct your own scenes. 

As you imagine, this isn’t easy. There are many factors to juggle such as lighting and 

background, but one particular aspect that newbies find difficult is how to position 

multiple subjects within the frame. That’s what this photo composition exercise is about 

 

Image Credit: Halfpoint/Shutterstock 

1.  Find three random objects, such as action figures, fruit, bowls, candles, plants, 

or whatever else you have to hand. It doesn’t matter if they’re related to each 

other or not, although it will be easier if they’re all similar in size. 

2.  Now position them however you wish. Think of it as if you’re composing the 

objects for a photo shoot (that is what you’re doing, after all). Do this 10 times, 

rearranging them in different ways each time. Over time, this will stretch your 

creative muscles and develop your eye. 

3. Choose 7 to upload to Bloomz. We will critique next week. 

4.  

https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/photography-exercises/
https://www.shutterstock.com/pic-279018122/
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Assignment Four due Wednesday, August 19 

Lighting Challenge  

 

 You read about different lighting. Hint: The Golden Hour, cloud lighting, front lighting, 

back lighting, harsh high-noon lighting.  

1.  For this assignment, you are going to use the same subject (a car, a dog, a 

person, etc.) under five different types of lighting. Unlike the previous 

assignments, do not change the angle - only the lighting.   

  

2. Complete the chart below: 

 

Date Time Lighting Type(s) & physical description  

   
 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 

 

3.  My favorite photo was ______________________________________________  

 

 because ______________________________________________________________. 

 

4. My most dramatic photo was _________________________________________ 

 

 because _______________________________________________________________ 
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