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Electronic Voting 
Due to the postponement of our LWML Oklahoma District Convention 2020, the voting members of the 
Board of Directors voted to keep the business of our district on schedule by holding the ballot voting of the 
proposed mission grant goal, proposed mission grants selection, proposed bylaws amendments, and 
officer election by electronic voting on the dates set for the original convention.  
 
On April 4, 2020, a delegate orientation was conducted via conference call. President Dianna requested 
that questions delegates had be sent to her via email prior to the conference call so that those could be 
answered for all delegates. Other concerns were addressed during the conference call. 
 
Using ElectionBuddy, on April 17 and 18, each delegate will receive a notice by text message, email or 
both concerning the election. When the election becomes live, each delegate will receive a unique key and 
password. Clicking on the link sent electronically will take the delegate to the ElectionBuddy website 
where she will log in and will then see the ballot with all items on which to vote. Each delegate will make 
her selections. Each delegate can vote only once, and the votes remain anonymous.  
 
Once the ballots are tallied, especially the mission grants, President Dianna will send out results. 
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Welcome 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
Welcome to Edmond where the LWML Oklahoma District members and guests will celebrate “Fix Our 
Eyes on Jesus” at our 56th District Convention hosted by the Enid Zone. 
 
As you participate in this convention remember the reason for which we are here -- to have 20/20 
Vision.  We will Fix our eyes, Focus in faith, and Follow Jesus!!  We pray that those around us can 
observe our celebration of what God has done for us and observe the hope that is within us, and will 
then come to know our Savior, Lord, and Friend Jesus Christ as we continue to Go! Tell! And Serve 
Joyfully! 
 
The theme verse for this convention is 2 Corinthians 4:18 (NIV): So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. This verse reminds 
us not to focus on what we can see all around us, but rather on God, through faith in Christ.  
 
Please join me in thanking the women of the Enid Zone for their dedication in preparing this convention 
for us. As you know, these events take countless hours of planning, labor, and perseverance. These 
wonderful LWML women and men have taken on these challenges with a smile. Please take a moment 
to say thank you to these dedicated servants on our Host Committee.  
 
Enjoy the convention, and continue to celebrate “Fix Our Eyes on Jesus” as Lutheran Women in 
Mission.  
 
 
Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 
Dianna Just 
 
 
 
. . . be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality (Romans 12:11b -13). 
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Oklahoma District 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

Office of the President 
The Rev. Barrie E. Henke 

Convention Greetings, my dear Ladies of the  
Oklahoma District LWML! 
 
“...as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.” 
               1 Corinthians 4:18 
 
FIX YOUR EYES ON JESUS! What a wonderful theme around which you are convening! Our lives have 
many situations that compete for our spiritual vision. As sinners on this side of eternity, we are more 
prone to focus on the problems, the disappointments, the grief, and the negative situations of life. All of 
these work to pull our spiritual vision downward away from Jesus. The Apostle Paul could have let such 
things overwhelm him. But, he encouraged Christians facing struggles to look upward to Jesus! He calls 
us to look to the things that are seen...that bring to us fear and discouragement...but to the things 
that are unseen...Jesus and His love! We are Easter people assured through our risen Lord that we are 
on the winning side. Even though life events might be fearful, yet we live in the victory sealed to us by 
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Paul says it so well: “The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:56-57). There are two ways in which we can fix our eyes on Jesus. First, we 
may look to Jesus and the power of His cross as we tread forward through the difficulties of life trusting 
the Holy Spirit’s empowering. Second, we may consider the example of rowers together in a boat who 
look not forward by backward listening trustingly to the voice of the “coxswain” who guides the rowers 
with his voice. Those rowers must totally trust his directions even though they cannot see the 
destination. Sometimes in my life I have looked forward to see where Jesus is leading me in ministry, 
and sometimes I find that I must turn backward to what is ahead and trust only the voice of Jesus to 
direct me through His Word. In either case, it is imperative that our spiritual eyes be fixed upon Jesus 
and Jesus alone! There is an old Gospel hymn entitled, “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.” It is a simple 
truth set to a simple melody, but the message is powerful: “Turn your eyes upon Jesus...and the 
things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.” On Easter morning the 
women came to the tomb with the realities of earth pressing them in sorrow, but the angelic message 
fixed their eyes and faith upon the risen Christ! As the Holy Spirit leads us in faith to look to “the things 
unseen,” we are able to see anew the loving care of God for us. Jesus suffered, died, and was buried, 
then rose on the third day—fix your eyes on His salvation work! With eyes fixed on Jesus, we are able to 
see anew the loving care of God for us. Jesus suffered, died, and was buried, then rose on the third 
day—fix your eyes on His salvation work! With eyes fixed on Jesus, we boldly move forward into mission 
and witness assured that His grace will be sufficient for any task at hand. As we fix our eyes on Jesus, 
we remember who is in charge of our lives and the mission entrusted to us.  
 
It is my prayer that this convention will challenge you to fix your eyes more trustingly on Jesus. May the 
joy experienced by those women on the first Easter fill your heart and overflow in your life as you rejoice 
in Him. May the Holy Spirit inspire you through the Bible studies, speakers, fellowship, and Mission 
opportunities so that you might experience great blessing as you FIX YOUR EYES ON JESUS!  
 
With Easter Joy in Jesus,  

 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Barrie E. Henke 
President of the Oklahoma District of the LCMS  
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 Office of the President 
Debbie Larson 

 
 
 

 
 

  April 2020  
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

It is my honor to bring you greetings from the Board of Directors of the Lu-

theran Women’s Missionary League (LWML). This year all 40 LWML dis-

tricts will meet in convention, each with a different agenda and a variety of 

activities, and yet we gather for one purpose: to glorify one God. 

Our Lord continues to bless the LWML. We humbly thank Him for the thousands of mission grants 

funded in the past 78 years, both on the district and national levels, and the countless lives brought to 

Christ by the working of the Holy Spirit through your service, prayers, and generous offerings. To 

God be all glory and praise! 

In the next few days, you will meet under the theme “Fix Our Eyes on Jesus.” My prayer for you is 

that the Holy Spirit will lead and guide you, that you will take advantage of opportunities to share 

His Good News with a new friend, and that you will learn something new about one of the mission 

grant recipients. I pray that you will always find joy in worshiping and serving our Lord. May love 

and laughter fill each of your hearts as you learn from His Word, complete the business for your dis-

trict, renew friendships, and build new relationships. 

LWML women come from all generations and from all cultures yet gather together praising one God. 

Our passion is to encourage all women to be rooted in God’s Word and to live out our response to 

God’s grace through mission education, mission service, mission inspiration, and mission giving. As a 

Lutheran woman in mission, this is your mission! 

 

Please pray for the mission grants selected at this convention and for the 21 national mission grants 

your delegates chose at the 38th Biennial LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, in 2019. We hold 

fast to the commitment of our mite offerings to meet our mission goal, remembering that we have 

pledged to our Lord “our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom.” What a blessing to know that 

our Heavenly Father gives us the privilege to extend His Kingdom! 

Your Oklahoma District, under the direction of President Dianna Just, has supported the plans and 

programs of the LWML. I thank God for each of you as you individually serve Him wherever you 

are and with the gifts He has graciously given you for this time in the life of the LWML. 

Serving Christ, surrounded by HIS grace, 

 

 

 

 

LWML President 2019-2023 
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Oklahoma District Candidates 

President 
Sherrie Schroeder, 
Redeemer, Enid, OK 
LWML 
Society: President, Treasurer 
Zone: President (Minnesota), 
Christian Life (Nebraska), 
Nominating Committee 
(Oklahoma) 
District: Vice President of 
Christian Life, Vice President of 
Organizational Resources, 

Special Gifts Committee Chairman 
CONGREGATION: Sunday school teacher, Bible 
study leader, VBS coordinator, audit committee 
OCCUPATION: Vice president of accounting for 
Foundation Management working with non-profit and 
private organizations 
PERSONAL: Married with three children, one 
grandchild. Enjoys quilting, reading, camping, crafting, 
and cooking. 
 
 
 
 
 

Joan Anderson 
Redeemer, Claremore, OK 
LWML 
Society: President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer 
Zone: President, Secretary 
(Wyoming), Secretary (Oklahoma) 
OCCUPATION: Retired elementary 
school teacher (Wyoming) 
CONGREGATION: choir member 
PERSONAL:  Two children, one 
grandchild. Serves as a Bethesda 
Lutheran Communities Ambassador. 

Enjoys reading, quilting and singing in the choir.  
 
 

Teresa Heater, 
St. John, Lawton, OK 
LWML 
Society: President, Secretary  
Zone: President (Lawton Zone) 
District: Corresponding Secretary 
CONGREGATION: Choir, altar 
guild, offering counter 
OCCUPATION: Accounts payable 
specialist with Liberty National 
Bank 
PERSONAL: Married. Enjoys 

shopping, reading, being outside, spending time with 
family and her LWML sisters.  
 

Pam Wiederkehr 
St. Paul’s, Enid, OK 
LWML  
Society: President, Vice 
President, Secretary 
Zone: President, 2nd Vice 
President, Delegate to 2019 
Mobile Convention,  
Host Committee Chairman  
District: Vice President of 
Christian Life,  YWR to 1987 
Ft. Worth Convention,  

Convention Planning Committee, 2018 and 2020 
conventions  
CONGREGATION: Organist, choir director, Sunday 
school teacher, Bible study group, VBS music leader 
OCCUPATION: Edward Jones, previously a parochial 
school teacher 
PERSONAL: Married with three children, seven 
grandchildren. Enjoys dancing, sewing, gardening, and 
spending time with family. 

Caroline Honeycutt 
Redeemer, Claremore, OK 
LWML 
Society: Social media  
Zone: Archivist-Historian (Ohio), 
assisted PR with events 
District: Archivist-Historian (Ohio) 
National: LWML Archivist-
Historian 
CONGREGATION: Sunday 
school, VBS, makes Braille Bibles 
with fellow congregation members 

OCCUPATION: Past public and school librarian, 
presently a homemaker 
PERSONAL:  Married with two children. Enjoys 
reading, gardening and antiquing.  

 
 
 

Rev. John Wackler, 
Zion, Stillwater, OK 
CHURCH: Previously at St. Paul, 
Texhoma, OK 
EDUCATION: Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, 
IN; MA in professional music; BA, 
Berklee College, Boston, MA 
PERSONAL: Married with three 
children. Enjoys motorcycling, 
hunting, sailing, and playing the 
guitar.  

 
 
 

Vice President of 
Organizational Resources 

Financial Secretary 

Vice President of  
Special Focus Ministries 

Pastoral Counselor 
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Oklahoma District Candidates 

Corresponding Secretary 
Debbie Hooper, 
Zion, Stillwater, OK 
LWML  
Society: President, Vice 
President (Stillwater & Perry); 
Secretary, Treasurer, 
Reporter (Perry) 
Zone: President, Vice 
President, Nominating 
Committee, National 
Convention Delegate 
District: BOD member, 
Managed LWML Store, 

Nominating Committee, Helped coordinate Recycling 
Fund for the LWML Convention in Oklahoma City 
(2003), served on Host Committee for Oklahoma 
District Convention 
CONGREGATION: Sunday school and VBS teacher, 
bell choir member, served on Board of Education and 
the decorating committee, provides meals for LCMS 
students at OSU. 
OCCUPATION: Semi-retired real estate agent 
PERSONAL: Married with three children and one 
grandchild. Enjoys traveling to see her children (one on 
each coast), remodeling her great-grandparents’ home, 
and attending her granddaughter’s swimming and cross 
country meets.  

Myrna Lou Meyer, 
Holy Trinity, Edmond, OK 
LWML 
Society: Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, held many 
positions in the Mary-Martha 
League (Guymon) 
Zone: President (Panhandle and 
OKC) 
District: Christian Growth 
Chairman, Christian Life 
Committee member, Vice 
President of Communication   

          (appointed) 
National: Member Development and Christian Life 
Committee member, Mustard Seed Task Force 
CONGREGATION: Knotty Ladies quilting group, Bible 
study, Lutheran Braille Workers, story lady for four 
classes at Holy Trinity Lutheran School. 
OCCUPATION: Retired elementary school teacher 
PERSONAL: Married with two grown children, four 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. Enjoys 
reading and sewing for Lutheran World Relief.  
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use 

her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

Appointed Pastoral Counselor 
 

Rev. Joel Heckmann 
St. John’s, Okarche, OK  
EDUCATION: Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO; BA in music, Concordia University, 
Seward, NE  
LWML Involvement: Led and preached services for LWML Kingfisher Zone Fall Fest 
in Fall of 2017 and 2018, attended St. John’s LWML meetings in Okarche, attended 
the 2018 LWML Oklahoma District Convention 
PERSONAL: Married with one child. Enjoys reading, long-distance running, playing 
the piano and viola, woodworking, hiking, snowboarding, LEGO collecting and 
building, spending time with Emily (spouse) and Jacob (child) and other family and friends. Rev. Heckmann will 
serve as our district’s appointed senior counselor for the coming biennium.  

Rev. Herzberg has accepted a call to South Dakota, and by January he had begun his new position.  
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Proposed Mission Grants—2020–2022  
Votes  
Received 

Delegates will be voting for eight (8) mission grants. 
Grant requests receiving the most votes (plurality) will be funded until the approved mission mite goal is reached. 

_______ 
 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 
 
 

_______ 
 
 
 
 

 

1.  Healing Spaces – Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, Minot, ND                               $5,000 
This grant allows for an upgrade in the restrooms of the Kruse Memorial Chapel on the Minot campus of Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch to 
enhance the healing space so that children and others attending the chapel experience may embrace God’s healing care and not be 
hindered by a facility’s aging environment. 

 

2.  Training Leaders to Boldly Declare Y’shua as Messiah, Israel                                 $5,000 
This grant will financially assist Rev. Dr. Robert M. and Kristi Roegner’s training and deploying of indigenous Messianic Jewish leaders 
through The Apple of His Eye Mission Society throughout Israel. 
 

3.  Bringing Christ’s Light to Those Living in Darkness, Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc.                         $5,000 
With this grant, Lutheran Braille Workers will fund the production of approximately 750 Braille specialized Large Print or audio volumes 
(with priority given to production of material within the Oklahoma District), open new ministry production centers, and help with production 
costs nationally when all expenses of centers within the Oklahoma District are met. 
 

4.  Pregnancy Resource Center of Southwest Oklahoma, Lawton, OK                         $5,010 
This grant would allow the Pregnancy Resource Center of Southwest Oklahoma to buy basic baby necessities for women and men 
empowered to choose life for their unborn children but who lack financial means. These necessities include crib bedding, crib mattresses, 
car seats, and pack-n-plays. 
 

5.  At Just the Right Time, Mission Central, Mapleton, IA                            $10,000 
Mission Central works to find financial and spiritual resources for missionaries in the field. This money will be given to assigned 
missionaries to supplement their living expenses and projects in the field. 
 

6.  Family Shield Evangelism Resources, St. Louis, MO                                 $5,000 
This grant will allow Family Shield Ministries to produce three new Gospel-focused resources allowing Christians to more effectively 
witness and share God’s love to family members and friends, as well as Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses.  
 

7.  Assistance to LWML Members Team Mission Trip, OK District                              $6,000 
Funding from this grant will assist a total of six LWML Oklahoma District members who desire to serve on an LCMS-affiliated mission trip 
team by providing a scholarship of $1,000 for travel expenses to each member. 
 

8.  Equipping People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to Share the Gospel,  
Bethesda Lutheran Communities, Watertown, WI                             $5,000 
Support is needed by Bethesda Lutheran Communities for training of workers and developing outreach programs that will allow people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities to share publicly the Gospel message and their faith in Jesus, their Savior. This sharing of 
faith was accomplished at the National Youth Gathering 2019 and was considered successful and popular. 
 

9.  MOST Ministries Water Filters, Ann Arbor, MI                                 $7,050 
Funding will help purchase 150 water filters, providing clean water for 600+ individuals who otherwise cannot afford the expense of water 
filters ($40 each). These water filters will be distributed in third world countries by a MOST mission team who also will present lectures on 
good hygiene and the Gospel message of salvation and grace. 
 

10.  Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW) Food and Clothing 
Co-op, Fort Wayne, IN                                             $5,000 
The Food and Clothing Co-op in Fort Wayne, IN, will use this grant money to purchase perishable food items for their food pantry. Many 
ministerial students and their families on the Fort Wayne campus are on shoestring budgets while attending seminary. The co-op tries to 
supply 80-90% of the families’ food and household needs each month. 
 

11. A Lutheran Library for Spanish-Speaking Americans, Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Macomb, WI          $5,000 
LCMS Oklahoma District Spanish-speaking congregations in Tulsa and Oklahoma City have requested Lutheran Heritage Foundation’s 
books in the Spanish language to better spread the Good News to people in their communities whose first language is Spanish. This 
grant would help Lutheran Heritage Foundation translate and publish more books in Spanish, giving LCMS missionaries and partner 
churches at home and abroad in 20 countries free tools needed to evangelize and teach in the language of the people. 
 

12.  God Speaks Today – A Lutheran Voice, Quetzaltenango, Guatemala                $10,020 
This grant will assist The Ascension Lutheran Church of Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, an LCMS-affiliated congregation, to develop 
graphic materials to help explain the Gospel message and provide for a youth evangelism workshop in impoverished Quetzaltenango 
and eight neighboring villages where most speak only in Mayan dialects (not Spanish) and do not know about Christ.  
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______ 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______ 
 

 

13.  Oklahoma District Ministerial Students, OK District                    $12,000 
This grant will assist Oklahoma District ministerial students enrolled at either Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN, or 
Concordia Seminary, St Louis, MO, in supplementing their income for tuition or living expenses. Funding would be distributed at 
$6,000 per biennium year, then further divided equally among eligible ministerial students.  
 

14.  Oklahoma District Professional Church Worker Scholarships, OK District              $12,000 
This grant will help with tuition fees for women and men enrolled in LCMS schools for professional church work. Students must apply 
to the LCMS Student Aid Fund. Funding would be distributed at $6,000 per biennium year, then further divided equally among 
eligible Oklahoma District students upon application. 
 

15.  King of Kings Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dog Ministry, Glenpool, OK              $5,000 
Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) trains dogs to be Comfort Dogs, investing over 2,000 hours of training in each dog and then placing 
them with churches and schools for ministry. The dogs are trained for disaster and crisis response as well as local outreach in 
communities (hospitals, schools, etc.). This grant will help support the placement and ministry of an LCC Comfort Dog at King of 
Kings Lutheran Church, Glenpool, OK. 
 

16. Post-Seminary Applied Learning & Support (PALS) Wives Resource Project, St. Louis, MO           $1,000 
The PALS program supports new pastors and their wives in the transition from seminary to full-time parish ministry. This grant will 
help purchase books used by PALS facilitators during pastors’ wives study or retreat events and as resources that can be used in the 
parish setting. 
 

17.  Family Night Outreach, Trinity Lutheran, McAlester, OK                    $3,000 
Trinity Lutheran, McAlester, OK, provides Family Night as a primary outreach to the unchurched community. Family Night builds 
relationships. Love is shared between church members and non-churched members, moving people into a position of being served 
with Word and Sacrament. Funding will be used to fund Family Night Outreach allowing the purchase of food, entertainment, games, 
door prizes, community service projects, and publicity. 
 

18.  Worker Wellness for Chaplain Families, LCMS, St. Louis, MO                   $3,000 
The LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces supports almost 200 chaplains who serve in active duty, the Reserves, the National Guard, 
and the Civil Air Patrol who meet the needs of God’s people. In Worker Wellness retreats, these chaplains and their families are 
taught to better care for themselves and their families. This grant will financially assist the LCMS Ministry for chaplain families in 
hosting these wellness retreats. 
 

19.  Good Samaritan Fund at Concordia Life Care Community, Oklahoma City, OK               $5,000 
Funding will support the Good Samaritan Fund at Concordia Life Care Community. This fund provides financial assistance to those 
living at Concordia Life Care Community who have outlived their resources. The Good Samaritan Fund assists women and men, 
allowing them to continue living in their homes at Concordia Life Center. 
 

20. Helping Oklahoma Congregations Touch Their International Neighbors through Love,  
Clinton Township, MI                                     $4,500 
POBLO International, Clinton Township, MI, successfully helps United States congregations start cross-cultural outreach through 
international friendship centers and training. Funding will allow POBLO International to train Oklahoma congregations to begin 
outreach to the Muslim population and other immigrants and refugees in their communities. 
 

21.  AED Devices for Camp Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK                     $4,690 
Camp Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK, is located ten miles away from the nearest hospital. This grant will purchase four automatic 
external defibrillator (AED) devices to be placed at strategic locations in the campgrounds and training for staff on their use, providing 
first responder aid until emergency crews can arrive. 
 

22.  Pastors’, Vicars’ and Lay Ministers’ Wives Retreat, OK District                   $4,000 
This retreat offered annually allows wives of pastors, vicars and lay ministers to assemble for the purpose of networking, bonding, 
and providing support and spiritual enrichment to each other. Funding will be used to help cover expenses for each retreat. The 
amount is to be divided with $2,000 used in each year of the biennium. 
 

23.  Tablet Technology for St. John’s Lutheran School, Moore, OK                   $5,700 
St. John’s Lutheran School, Moore, OK, accepts all students who desire a Christian education, including those with disabilities. St. 
John’s struggles financially to fund the area of technology to help meet all students’ educational needs. Funding would provide 100 
Android tablets and protective covers to advance the education and spiritual growth of their students. 
 

24.  Tools for Oaks Indian Mission, Oaks, OK                        $3,500 
Oaks Indian Mission partners with Christian communities and tribal nations to prepare native children to lead and serve. This grant 
will provide funds needed to purchase tools and supplies for its new technology center related to welding, carpentry and auto 
mechanics. 
 

25.  Summer Heights Day Camp, Immanuel Lutheran Church, OKC, OK                 $2,000 
This grant will allow a small hourly wage for two older returning campers employed under the teacher’s aide program. In addition to 
assisting in the classroom, these aides will receive additional training in money management, job interviewing skills, and will learn 
how God can use them to make a difference in their communities. 
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 Proposed Mission Grant Resolutions—2020-2022 
1.  Healing Spaces – Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, Minot, ND             $5,000 

 

Whereas: Matthew 25:40 (NIV) assures us that whenever and wherever we serve the least of these brothers and 
sisters of Christ, we are serving the Lord; and  

Whereas: the healing ministries of Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch create an eternal, life-giving impact in the lives of 
children who face unimaginable abuse, neglect and trauma, truly the least of these; and 

Whereas: the highly attended interactive, weekly chapel experiences of Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch offer the 
healing care of the Gospel and the life-giving presence of Christ Jesus to wounded children who 
desperately need His mercy and hope in the deepest possible ways; and 

Whereas: experiences in the Kruse Memorial Chapel set the stage for children’s journey to hope, by connecting 
them to spiritual life programs that are effective in bringing Jesus Christ to the center of a traumatized 
young life; and 

Whereas: the quality and effectiveness of this transformational care can easily be hindered by a facility’s aging 
environment, in this case the facility’s restrooms, especially when it becomes counterproductive to the 
needs of children who seek healing from life-altering trauma; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $5,000 to Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch for upgrades in the restrooms of the Kruse Memorial 
Chapel on the Minot campus of Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch. 

 

2. Training Leaders to Boldly Declare Y’shua as Messiah, Israel              $5,000 
 

Whereas: The Apple of His Eye Mission Society exists to boldly declare Y’shua as the Messiah and urgently equip 
God’s people to do the same, in keeping with Romans 1:16 (NIV), For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the 
Gentile, and  

Whereas: for nearly 25 years, The Apple of His Eye Mission Society has shared with the lost the good news of 
God’s free gift of grace far and wide in the United States and continues to take the Great Commission to 
heart by expanding into Israel; and 

Whereas: the strategy in Israel includes not only the bold declaring of Y’shua as Messiah but also the urgent 
equipping of God’s people to do the same through the training of leaders, led by Rev. Dr. Robert M. and 
Kristi C. Roegner, who will need resources, namely Hebrew catechetical texts and Hebrew New 
Testaments; and 

Whereas: The Apple of His Eye Mission Society is not ashamed of the gospel for this is God’s power for salvation to 
all who will believe, and to the Jew first; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $5,000 for the training and deploying of Bible teachers in Israel by Rev. Dr. Robert M. and 
Kristi C. Roegner through The Apple of His Eye Mission Society, leading to Word and Sacrament ministry 
for boldly declaring Y’shua as Messiah in Israel. 

 

3.  Bringing Christ’s Light to Those Living in Darkness, Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc.   
                                   $5,000 
 

Whereas: in John 9:5 (ESV), Jesus said, As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world; and 
Whereas: the mission of Lutheran Braille Workers is to provide for free the message of salvation through faith in 

Jesus Christ to people who are blind or visually impaired throughout the world; and 
Whereas: almost 241 million people worldwide are blind or visually impaired and unchurched (equivalent to the 5

th
 

most populated country in the world), yet Lutheran Braille Workers is the only Lutheran organization who 
intentionally serves this population, both in the United States and across all continents, and Lutheran 
Braille Workers is the world’s largest non-profit producer of Braille, specialized Large Print, and audio 
Christian materials; and 

Whereas: Lutheran Braille Workers has over 3,000 volunteers throughout 115 ministry productions centers and 50 
ministry outreach centers in the United States who are dedicated to sharing the Gospel with people who 
are blind or visually impaired, and who assist in the production of over 200,000 volumes of material 
annually; and 

Whereas: Lutheran Braille Workers has two ministry production centers located in Oklahoma, in operation since 
1972 and 2017 respectively, producing thousands of volumes of English, Spanish and Kiswahili Braille 
and other Christian materials; and 

Whereas: through gaining access to scriptures in a format they can read or hear, thousands of people living in 
physical and spiritual darkness are able to know the true light of Jesus in their lives through Braille, 
specialized Large Print and audio Christian material; therefore, be it 
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 Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $5,000 for Lutheran Braille Workers to fund the production of approximately 750 Braille, 
specialized Large Print, or audio volumes (with priority given to produce the materials within the 
Oklahoma District), open new ministry production centers as needed, and help with production costs 
nationally when all expenses of centers within the district are met. 

 

4.  Pregnancy Resource Center of Southwest Oklahoma, Lawton, OK        $5,010 
 

Whereas: as Jeremiah 1:5 (NIV) says, Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born, I set you 
apart, God created mankind in His own image and every human life which begins at conception is worthy 
of protection and nurturing; and 

Whereas: Psalm 127:3 (NIV) says, Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from Him; and  
Whereas: the staff of the Pregnancy Resource Center of Southwest Oklahoma create a culture where women and 

men faced with pregnancy decisions are transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and empowered to 
choose life for their unborn children and abundant life for their families, but are unable to finance basic 
necessities to care for their new children; therefore, be it  

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $5,010 to Pregnancy Resource Center of Southwest Oklahoma for crib bedding and 
mattresses, car seats, and pack-n-plays. 

 

5.  At Just the Right Time, Mission Central, Mapleton, IA            $10,000 
 

Whereas:   Christ, in His Holy Word, has blessed us with the knowledge of His salvation and, as is noted by the 
apostle Paul in Romans 5:6-8 (NIV), You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ 
died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone 
might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us, which has led the LWML for years to provide in return to Him our silver and gold for His 
missionaries; and 

Whereas: Mission Central is founded on and dedicated with the same love of Jesus and a deep desire to support 
missionaries; and 

Whereas: Mission Central, in its blessed 100% grassroots volunteerism, offers the most efficient way to support 
LCMS missionaries and projects; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $10,000 to Mission Central for the sole purpose of direct LCMS missionary or project 
support. 

 

6.  Family Shield Evangelism Resources , St. Louis, MO              $5,000 
 

Whereas: Family Shield Ministries has 25 years of expertise and experience in evangelism, sharing the Gospel 
message of Christ beyond the walls of the Church, equipping Christians to witness to family members 
and friends, as well as to Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses through the Family Shield Ministries 
Counter Cult Ministry; and 

Whereas: the Family Shield Response Center answers calls and contacts from 325 unchurched/unsaved people 
and responds to more than 7,000 Christians annually who contact them through various outreach 
ministries; and 

Whereas: due to expanding ministries, many more people are requesting assistance and resources; and 
Whereas: Family Shield Ministries is a Recognized Service Organization of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

and is self-supporting with limited income; therefore, be it 
Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant the allocation of $5,000 to 

enable Family Shield Ministries to produce three new Gospel-focused resources to support and 
strengthen Family Shield Ministries Evangelism Services and its Counter Cult Ministry to more effectively 
share God’s love with people who contact them. 

 

7.  Assistance for LWML Members Team Mission Trip, OK District          $6,000 
 

Whereas: the global proclamation of Christ’s love and the message of eternal salvation through faith in Him 
continues to be paramount; and  

Whereas: blessedly, the sharing of the Gospel message is increasing in many different parts of the world; and 
Whereas: the women of the LWML Oklahoma District desire to work together to serve others while proclaiming the 

Good News of Jesus Christ; and 
Whereas: members of the LWML Oklahoma District desire to serve on an LCMS-affiliated mission trip team with 

fellow LWML Oklahoma District women, working together in planning and execution of the mission; and 
Whereas: personal funding may hinder those willing to participate on a short-term mission team opportunity, and 

financial assistance would alleviate some cost concerns for those LWML Oklahoma District members; 
therefore, be it 
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Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $6,000 to fund $1,000 scholarships for up to six members of LWML Oklahoma District 
mission teams working through LCMS-affiliated mission entities. 

 

8.  Equipping People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to Share the Gospel, 
Watertown, WI                          $5,000 

Whereas: Jesus, in the Great Commission, calls all of his followers to make disciples and share the Good News of 
salvation with all, stating in Matthew 28:19 (NIV), go and make disciples of all…, and in 1 Peter 4:10 
(NIV) we are told, Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms; and 

Whereas: Bethesda Lutheran Communities is growing opportunities to equip people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities to tell the Gospel message, giving them the resources and opportunity to share 
publicly the Good News and their faith with large groups of people at faith conferences and through other 
opportunities; and 

Whereas: this sharing of faith was accomplished at the National Youth Gathering 2019 and was considered 
successful and popular; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant the allocation of $5,000 to the 
Bethesda Auxiliary to support training and outreach programs of Bethesda Lutheran Communities, giving 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities the training, resources and opportunities to share 
the Gospel message and their faith in Jesus, their Savior, publicly and with many people. 

 

9.  MOST Ministries Water Filters, Ann Arbor, MI                 $7,050 
 

Whereas: the Bible states in Matthew 25:40 (NIV), The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it for me,’ and in Deuteronomy 15:11 (NIV), There 
will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your fellow 
Israelites who are poor and needy in your land, with the expectation that Christians shall serve as His 
hands and feet to those less fortunate than ourselves; and 

Whereas: MOST Ministries, established in 1989, has installed water filters internationally since 2010 as a way to 
meet physical needs and to share the Gospel through lectures on good hygiene and the Gospel message 
of salvation and grace, and has served over 1,200 individuals with water filters within the past 18 months 
alone; and 

Whereas: the poverty-stricken citizens of Third World countries do not have the financial means to purchase a filter 
or clean bottled water on a daily basis to sustain the clean water needs of a family, and as a result unsafe 
drinking water, along with poor hygiene and improper sanitation, cause more than 1.5 million deaths a 
year, with 5,000 children perishing daily around the globe; and  

Whereas: Sawyer water filters provide a simple, portable, and renewable device that can provide continuous flow of 
clean water for a family on a daily basis for $40 per device; and 

Whereas: MOST Ministries is a Recognized Service Organization of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
working in close harmony with the Synod as they serve international missionaries, pastors, churches, and 
their communities; therefore, be it  

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $7,050 to purchase 150 water filters, providing clean water to 600+ individuals, meeting the 
basic physical need of clean water which sustains life and health, and more importantly, meeting the 
spiritual needs of those served by sharing the Gospel message of salvation and grace to each person 
contacted. 

 

10.  Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne (CTSFW) 
       Food and Clothing Co-op to Purchase Food , Fort Wayne, IN          $5,000 
 

Whereas: Christ in His Holy Word commands us to go and teach all nations about Him and what He has done for 
us (Matthew 28:19); and 

Whereas: individuals from around this country and the world come to Concordia Theological Seminary to prepare to 
serve God’s people here in the United States and in mission work around the world; and  

Whereas: when these students make the decision to leave their jobs and come to the seminary with their families, 
they no longer have the same financial flow of funds that they had previously but continue to have the 
same financial needs; and 

Whereas: spouses in many student families do find employment in Fort Wayne, but most are marginalized because 
employers know they will only be there for a short time, throwing families into difficult financial positions; 
and 
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 Whereas: the seminary seeks to reduce this financial burden by providing students access to a food co-op, which 
currently supplies between 80% and 90% of all families’ food and household needs each month at no cost 
to students, relying upon donations from individuals, congregations and organizations; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $5,000 for the purchase of perishable items for the Food and Clothing Co-op. of Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN.  

 

11.  A Lutheran Library for Spanish-Speaking Americans, Lutheran Heritage Foundation, 
Macomb, WI                            $5,000 

 

Whereas: the Holy Spirit, at Pentecost, gave Jesus’ disciples the gift of speaking in many tongues, so that all God’s 
children might hear His call (Acts 2:1-41); and 

Whereas: LCMS missionaries report that the average Latin American Lutheran pastor has fewer than 3 books in his 
language from which to preach, teach and guide people in the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ; and 

Whereas: the LCMS World Mission Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean has requested Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation’s assistance in translating and printing additional Spanish materials, including 
theology books for pastors, devotions and teaching materials for lay people, and reprints of previous 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation Spanish publications (Luther’s Small Catechism & A Child’s Garden of 
Bible Stories) for Jesus’ littlest lambs; and 

Whereas: several LCMS Oklahoma District congregations, including Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Tulsa and 
Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Oklahoma City, have requested Lutheran Heritage Foundation’s Spanish 
language Lutheran books so that they can better share the Good News with Spanish-speaking people in 
their communities; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $5,000 to the Lutheran Heritage Foundation for the translating and publishing of books for a 
Lutheran Library for Spanish-Speaking Americans, giving pastors here in America and missionaries and 
partner churches in 20 countries free tools they need to evangelize and teach in the language of the 
people. 

 

12.   God Speaks Today – A Lutheran Voice, Quetzaltenango, Guatemala      $10,020 
 

Whereas: The Great Commission states to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19, NIV); and 

Whereas: this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations (Matthew 
24:14, NIV), The Ascension Lutheran Church in the city of Quetzaltenango reaches out not only to their 
neighbors in the surrounding city but to the neighboring eight villages, many of whom speak only Mayan 
dialects (not Spanish) and do not know about Christ; and 

Whereas: telling the Gospel message and setting up missions in these villages requires graphic material which can 
help explain the Gospel message, provide training workshops, and help start a youth ministry; therefore, 
be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $10,020 to The Ascension Lutheran Church, Quetzaltenango, for the acquisition, purchase 
and printing of material for evangelism and training workshops. 

 

13.  Oklahoma District Ministerial Students, OK District      $12,000 
 

Whereas:  we have received from Christ the Great Commission to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and 
teaching; and 

Whereas: men in our seminaries, as they answer God’s call to serve congregations, are preparing to enter into full-
time service in the pastoral ministry of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod; and 

Whereas:  when these students make the decision to leave their jobs and come to the seminary with their families, 
they no longer have the same financial flow of funds that they had previously but continue to have the 
same financial needs; and 

Whereas: the burden should be shared by all of God’s people; and 
Whereas: a financial gift is a way to let these students know the LWML is concerned for them; therefore, be it 
Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 

allocation of $12,000 to be awarded to eligible Oklahoma District seminary students enrolled at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort. Wayne, or Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, during each of their four years of 
attendance, $6,000 per year of the biennium, as administered by the LWML Oklahoma District Board.  

 

14.  Oklahoma District Professional Church Worker Scholarships          $12,000 
 

Whereas: Christ in His Holy Word commands us to go and teach all nations about Him and what He has done for us 
(Matt. 28:19); and 
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Whereas: students from the Oklahoma District LCMS who are preparing to enter church work should be supported 
and encouraged as much as possible; and  

Whereas: the cost of education at our synodical schools makes it difficult for many students to attend without financial 
assistance, making it necessary for them to apply for additional funding; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $12,000 to be divided equally among eligible women and men planning to become professional 
church workers, $6,000 per year of the biennium, to be distributed by the Oklahoma District LCMS Student 
Aid Fund to those who have applied for funding.  

 

15.  King of Kings Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dog Ministry, Glenpool, OK   $5,000 
 

Whereas: We have been exhorted to Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the people 
(Psalm 96:3, ESV); and 

Whereas: Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) trains dogs to be Comfort Dogs, investing over 2,000 hours of training in 
each dog and then placing them with churches and schools for ministry; and 

Whereas: King of Kings Lutheran Church applied and was accepted to participate in this ministry and is participating in 
classes offered for training to handle and perform ministry outreach with a Comfort Dog; and 

Whereas: this LCC Comfort Dog will be trained for disaster and crisis response as well as local ongoing outreach in 
the community (hospitals, schools, etc.); therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $5,000 to support the placement and ministry of an LCC Comfort Dog at King of Kings Lutheran 
Church, Glenpool, OK. 

 

16.  Post-Seminary Applied Learning and Support (PALS) Wives Resource Project,  
    St. Louis, MO                            $1,000 
 

Whereas: Jeremiah 3:15 (ESV) says, And I will give you shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you with 
knowledge and understanding; and 

Whereas: the PALS program is designed to support new pastors and their wives in the incredible transition from 
seminary to full-time parish ministry offering continuing education, encouragement and support while 
building on the pastoral formation foundation laid by our seminaries; and 

Whereas: LWML funds granted to PALS would be used to purchase books for the PALS facilitators to use with the 
pastors’ wives during time dedicated to study at PALS meetings or retreats and serve as resources that can 
be used in parish settings; and 

Whereas: continuing educational expenses frequently add to financial challenges for new pastors and their families, 
covering the cost of these books for pastors’ wives eases a potential financial burden of attending and 
participating in PALS gatherings and offers a tangible gift of support to the new pastor’s wife; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $1,000 to the PALS Wives Resource Project. 

 

17.  Family Night Outreach, Trinity Lutheran, McAlester, OK            $3,000 
 

Whereas: Christ has commanded that we extend His call to others and seek to find those who are in need of His 
salvation, Trinity Lutheran Church, McAlester, Oklahoma, has determined to use family nights as one of two 
primary outreach efforts to the non-churched community in and connected to a disc golf club; and 

Whereas: Trinity Lutheran Church has a means for building relationships and sharing the love of Christ between 
church members and non-churched families in the community, especially in partnership with the disc golf 
club that plays on the property; and 

Whereas: the congregation has developed a systematic plan of activities through a Connect to Disciple workshop to 
not only connect people but to purposefully design activities and events to build relationships and move 
people into a position of being served with Word and Sacrament ministry; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $3,000 to fund the Family Night at His Place Community Center on the grounds of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, McAlester, Oklahoma, for the purpose of food, entertainment, games, activities, door 
prizes, community service projects, publicity, and other expenditures as needed. 

 

18.  Worker Wellness for Chaplain Families, LCMS, St. Louis, MO          $3,000 
 

Whereas: the Great Commission of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ commands us to reach out to all at home and 
abroad, and further, He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists and some 
as pastors and teachers to equip the saints for the work of the ministry for building up the body of Christ 
(Ephesians 4:11-12, NASB); and 
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Whereas: the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces supports almost 200 chaplains who represent the church on 

active duty, in the Reserves, the National Guard and Civil Air Patrol meeting the needs of God’s people 
(military personnel and their families) where needed most, and who serve in the vocation as members of 
our Armed Forces; and  

Whereas: church worker retreats are focused on teaching God’s kingdom workers to care for themselves and their 
families so that they may better care for those who serve; and 

Whereas: military benefits provided by the government include an allowance from the United States Government 
(TAD/TDY/PTDY) for chaplain travel expenses but does not cover costs for spouses or children, making 
it financially challenging for families to attend Worker Wellness retreats; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $3,000 to the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces for Worker Wellness retreats for chaplain 
families. 

 

19.  Good Samaritan Fund at Concordia Senior Living, Oklahoma City, OK      $5,000 
 

Whereas: Christ in His Holy Word has charged us to show special concern for orphans and widows (James 1:27, 
NIV); and  

Whereas: Lutheran Senior Citizens, Inc., provides benevolent care through the Good Samaritan Fund to Concordia 
Life Care Community members who have outlived their resources through no fault of their own and need 
assistance to remain in their homes at Concordia Senior Living; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $5,000 to the Good Samaritan Fund at Concordia Life Care Community to help continue 
supporting their members in need. 

 

20.  Helping Oklahoma Congregations Touch Their International Neighbors  
   through Love, Clinton Township, MI                    $4,500 
 

Whereas: the Apostle Paul described the Thessalonians’ display of kindness, patience and gentleness among 
others, just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you (1 Thessalonians 2:7, NIV), 
had a powerful impact on their receiving the message about Christ; and 

Whereas: immigrants and refugees respond positively to American Christians who demonstrate to them the 
kindness, love, care, and gentleness of Christ, all of which open the door to share the Gospel; and 

Whereas: congregations of the Oklahoma District LCMS receive training to help them to meet and serve their 
international neighbors with kindness, love and care; and 

Whereas: POBLO International, which has a strong track record of successfully helping United States 
congregations start cross-cultural outreach through international friendship centers, stands ready to train 
Oklahoma congregations but needs funding to do so; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $4,500 to enable POBLO International to train numerous Oklahoma congregations to begin 
outreach to Muslims and others on their church campuses. 

 

21.  AED Devices for Camp Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK             $4,690 
 

Whereas: Jesus instructed His disciples in the parable of the sheep and the goats to express their love for Him by 
the way they take care of those in need, feeding the hungry and thirsty, welcoming the stranger, clothing 
the downtrodden, and looking after the sick; and 

Whereas: Christians are asked to care for those in need, including those facing life-threatening emergencies; and 
Whereas: Camp Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, Oklahoma, welcomes hundreds of campers, families and adults each 

year to grow their faith in Jesus Christ; and 
Whereas: the staff of Camp Lutherhoma strive to provide a safe and trusting environment for all guests and visitors 

who stay in their facilities; and 
Whereas: the outdoor environment that these guests and visitors experience is ten miles from the nearest hospital, 

requiring the Camp Lutherhoma staff to be well trained and equipped to take care of emergencies while 
professional medical personnel are en route; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $4,690 to Camp Lutherhoma for the purchase of four automatic external defibrillator devices 
to be placed at strategic places on the campsite and for the training of the staff to use these devices. 

 

22.  Pastors’, Vicars’ and Lay Ministers’ Wives Retreat, Oklahoma District       $4,000 
 

Whereas: the scriptures place emphasis on the integration of spirit, mind and body in the life of a disciple in  
 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (ESV), Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may 

your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who 
calls you is faithful; He will surely do it; and 

Whereas: pastors’, vicars’ and lay ministers’ wives face unique mission opportunities and challenges working in the 
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Kingdom of God through the parish as their husbands shepherd the parish; and  
Whereas: for the past ten years, the wives of pastors, vicars and lay ministers of the Oklahoma District have been 

gathering for an annual retreat which is well attended by the spouses, and the women have come to rely 
upon it as a time to gather together for networking, bonding, and spiritual enrichment with each other for 
support and establishment of prayer partners; and 

Whereas: their wives possess a need to come together to share, discuss and pray concerning their exceptional 
mission challenges and opportunities; and 

Whereas: the Clergy Wives Retreat Committee, as planners of the retreat, do not have the resources and funding 
necessary to coordinate and confer such an event; therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $4,000 to be used by the Clergy Wives Retreat Committee for related expenses with the 
allocation being $2,000 in 2020 and $2,000 in 2021. 

 

23.  Tablet Technology for St John’s Lutheran School, Moore, OK          $5,700 
 

Whereas: our Lord gave St. John’s Lutheran School, Moore, Oklahoma, their mission to Educate, Evangelize, and 
Enrich all whom God brings to them, having established its day school as an outreach to the community 
of Moore; and 

Whereas: St. John’s School accepts all students whose parents desire for them to receive an education in a 
Christian environment; and 

Whereas: with hearts sculpted by the hands of God, St. John’s Lutheran School admitted 24 students for the 2019-
2020 school year who have special learning needs and could benefit greatly both in spirit and mind 
through Android tablet technology; and 

Whereas: most students attending St John’s do not have access to technology to aid them in academics and grow 
in their faith through Bible applications; and 

Whereas: St John’s struggles financially to fund the area of technology that assists present and future students to 
meet their educational need while experiencing Christian growth in the joys and blessings of our Lord; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $5,700 to St. John’s Lutheran School to fund the purchase of 100 Android tablets and 
protective covers to advance the education and spiritual growth of their students. 

 

24.  Tools for Oaks Indian Mission, Oaks, OK                  $3,500 
 

Whereas: Oaks Indian Mission in Oaks, Oklahoma, provides children in need with a safe  and stable environment to 
grow and mature in God’s love; and 

Whereas: the Oaks Indian Mission, by God’s grace, partners with Christian communities and tribal nations preparing 
Native American children to lead and serve; and 

Whereas: the Oaks Indian Mission is in need of funds to purchase tools and supplies related to welding, carpentry 
and auto mechanics for its new technology center; therefore, be it  

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $3,500 to purchase tools and supplies for welding, carpentry and auto mechanics training in 
the new technology center at Oaks Indian Mission. 

 

25.  Summer Heights Day Camp, Immanuel Lutheran, Oklahoma City, OK       $2,000 
 

Whereas: Jesus said, Let the little Children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these (Matthew 19:14, NIV); and  

Whereas: the Lord God commands that we teach the laws and decrees to our children (Deuteronomy 4:9); and 
Whereas: Immanuel Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, provides a Christian day camp named Summer Heights Day 

Camp for low income children from the surrounding neighborhood areas for the purpose of proclaiming 
the Gospel message and providing academic, moral and financial help, and life skills in a loving Christian 
environment; and 

Whereas: Summer Heights Day Camp is a nonprofit organization that has been financed solely through donations 
for 25 years; and 

Whereas: monies are needed to provide two high school campers to become teacher’s aides who will learn money 
skills, work skills, ethics, and leadership skills; therefore, be it  

Resolved: that the LWML Oklahoma District in convention adopt as a mission grant for the 2020-2022 biennium the 
allocation of $2,000 for the hourly wages of two high school student teacher’s aides at Summer Heights 
Day Camp. 

 



 23 

 

Proposed Changes to Bylaws 

Article Current Bylaws Proposed Change/ Will read Rational 

Article II, c 
Article III, Section 1 a., b., d., e. 
                  Section 2 a, b 
Article IV, Section 1 
Article V, Section 1 f. 
Article VII, Section 7, c. 
Article VII, Section 8 b. 
Article XII, Section 2, b. 
Article XIV, Section 1, a. 
Article XVII, Section 1 a., e. 

  
  
  
Strike “Society”, “societies” 

  
  
  
Group, groups 

  
  
Comply with LWML Bylaws change 
adopted at LWML Convention 2019 

Article V, Section 2 d. …LWML Recording Secretary by 
March 1 …… 

…LWML Recording Secretary prior to 
convention….. 

Allows changes to be made if nec-
essary past March 1 

Article V, Section 2, f. 
  
  
  
  
Article V, Section 2, f. 
  
  

  

f. The District President shall attend 
and vote as a member of the LWML 
Board of Directors. 
  
  
…officer may attend in her stead and 
have voice, but not vote. * (See foot-
note on page 15) 

The District President shall attend and 
vote as a member of the Presidents As-
sembly. 
  
  
…officer may attend in her stead and 
have voice and vote. 

Comply with LWML Bylaws change 
adopted at LWML Convention 2019 
  
  
Comply with LWML Bylaws change 
adopted at LWML Convention 2019 
Footnote not applicable 

Article VI Add new Section 3 Section 3 
Any officer may be removed from office 
prior to the expiration of her term of office 
by the Board of Directors by a vote of 
three-fourths (3/4) of all members of the 
Board; provided that the members of the 
Board (including the individual officer 
involved) shall be notified at least two (2) 
days prior to the Board meeting in the 
event any such action is contemplated 
and the individual officer involved shall be 
afforded the opportunity to be heard at 
such meeting. 

  
Needed in case an officer needs to 
be removed from office. 

Article VII, Section 1, g. 
 
 
  
  
  
Article VII, Section 5, b, 3. 
 
 
  
  
Article VII, Section 9, 
  

Be a voting member of the LWML 
Board of Directors; …. 
  
Such a substitute shall have a voice, 
but not vote. (See footnote, page 15) 
  
3. be chairman of the Leader Devel-
opment Committee and ex-officio 
member of the LWML Blitz Team and 
the Structure Committee; 
  
  
Add new g. 

Be a voting member of the Presidents 
Assembly; 
  
Such a substitute shall have voice and 
vote. 
  
  
3. be chairman of the Leader Develop-
ment Committee and ex-officio member 
of the Structure Committee 
  
  
g. Shall be covered by the LWML Liability 
Insurance Policy. 

Comply with LWML Bylaws change 
adopted at LWML Convention 2019 
  
Footnote no longer applicable 
  
  
Blitz Team no longer active 
  
  
  
Omitted at last Bylaws change and 

needed. 
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Active IX, Title 
 
Section 1 

Special Appointed Personnel 
  
The appointed special personnel …. 

Appointed Personnel 
  
The appointed Personnel …. 

Not needed 
  
Not needed 

Article X, Section 1 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Article X, Section 1, d. 
  
  
  
Article X, Section 2, h. 
  

Add new c., move present c. to d. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
d. Special appointed personnel…. 
  
  
  
h. In case of emergency… 
  

c.  Past LWML Oklahoma District Presi-
dents who are residents of Oklahoma 
shall have voice and vote on the Board of 
Directors; 
  
  
  
  
  
  
d.  Appointed personnel, standing com-
mittee members and Pastoral Counselors 
shall be advisory members. 
  
Remove h. 
  
Move present i. to h. 
  

The past LWML Oklahoma District 
presidents having served on the 
LWML Oklahoma District Board of 
Directors for 4 or more years, and 
worked closely with the national 
LWML, have wisdom and 
knowledge from experience that 
would be helpful as Board of Direc-
tors conducts business. 
  
  
Not needed 
  
  
No longer needed 
  

Article XII, Section 2, c. Provide Bible studies to the Zone 
Christian Life Chairman…… 

Provide Bible studies to the Zone Vice 
Presidents…. 

Comply with current practice. 

Article XIII, Section 2 Add New h. h.  maintain a Gift Acceptance Policy Recommended by national LWML 

Article XVIII Special gifts of money, property, or 
bequests and devised under Wills 
and Trusts shall be placed in a spe-
cial fund. 

Special gifts of money, property, or be-
quests and devises under Wills and 
Trusts shall be accepted according to the 
LWML Oklahoma District Gift Acceptance 
Policy. 

Recommended by national LWML 

Footnotes 
  

*The law of Missouri in which state 
LWML is incorporated requires this 
stipulation in regards to a District 
officer who is representing the District 
LWML President. (Art. V, Section 2., 
f; Art. VI Section 1, g.) 
  
  
** Missouri law permits a board of 
directors…..(Art. X, Section 2, h.) 

Delete Footnote * The law of Missouri in 
which LWML… 
  
  
  
  
  
** Missouri law permits a board of direc-
tors….(Art. X, Section 2, h.) 

No longer needed. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
No longer needed 
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Oklahoma District LWML President’s Report 
Dianna Just 

 
“Fix Our Eyes on Jesus!”  
 

How encouraging these words are as for 20/20 Vision we Fix our eyes, Focus in faith, and Follow 
Jesus!! 
 

God has provided remarkable women to serve as our district Board of Directors and on committees, 
as zone and society officers, and as members throughout Oklahoma. But, God has not only led us 
during the biennium and not just during the last 92 years as Oklahoma Lutheran women, God has led 
forever and will continue to lead as each one of us and LWML looks to Him and fixes our eyes and 
hope on Him.  
 

Here are highlights from the last two years: 
 

• Our Oklahoma District Mission Grant Goal of $104,600 was fully funded, and over $57,000 was 
contributed toward national LWML mission grants. 

• We worshiped, prayed, and were inspired through Bible study and fellowship with our LWML 
sisters at Zone Fall Fests in 2018 and 2019.  

• We learned leadership skills through the Focus on Jesus Spring Fling workshops presented by 
Paula Keefer, Vice President of Organizational Resources, Delia Collard, Oklahoma City Zone 
President, Pastor Martin Herzberg, Junior Counselor, and myself.  

• Oklahomans attended the Mobile LWML Convention where our own Patti Ross presided, and then 
Debbie Larson became our new LWML President. Young Woman Representatives were Elizabeth 
Michael and Hannah Michael. We thank our Bev England who continues on the national level 
serving on the Public Relations Team, specifically as Product Developer.  

• We hosted our first Lutheran World Relief collection site at Messiah, Oklahoma City, and 
surpassed expectations.  

• We relaxed and worshiped at the Fall Retreat, “Treasured,” led by district Vice Presidents at Camp 
Lutherhoma near Tahlequah in October 2019. 

• We welcomed new groups from Claremore and Wellston into LWML Oklahoma District.  
 
I sincerely appreciate and thank the retiring officers who have so faithfully served our LWML District 
Board of Directors in elected positions for the past four years: Paula Keefer, Vice President of 
Organizational Resources; Katie Schroeder, Financial Secretary; Rev. Mark Bersche, Pastoral 
Counselor; Tish Mindemann, Vice President of Special Focus Ministries; and Sharon Greene, 
Corresponding Secretary.  
 
The last biennium has been a blessed experience for me as the LWML Oklahoma District President. 
May God continue to guide and bless our efforts as we look to Him.  
 
“Fix Our Eyes on Jesus”! 
 
Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 

Dianna Just  
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Reports of District Officers and Committees 
Vice President of Christian Life                        Peggy Grunow 

Vice President of Communication                          Kasey Meyer 

Committee: Eileen Honeman, Christ, Mustang; Kim Cobb, Redeemer, Claremore; Myrna Lou Meyer, Holy 
Trinity, Edmond 
 

Pastoral Counselors: Rev. Mark Bersche, St. John’s, Moore; Rev. Martin Herzberg, Zion, Lahoma 
 

Joy and challenge are two words that describe my first two years serving as the Vice President of Christian 
Life. As I have learned and fulfilled the various duties of my office, I have been strengthened and blessed by 
the many faith-filled and persevering women of the LWML Oklahoma District. I thank my committee 
members, as well as the other members of the Board of Directors, who have blessed me with ideas, 
suggestions, encouragement, and their time and spiritual gifts. I look forward to the next two years of 
growing spiritually with my sisters in Christ. 
 

Fall Fest 2018: Our theme was “One in the Spirit,” based on Ephesians 4:4-6. Our Bible study, “One in the 
Spirit,” focused on Ephesians 4:4-6 and was written by the LWML Oklahoma District Christian Life 
Committee. Each zone chose a mission speaker and a recipient for Gifts from the Heart. 
 

Tri-Zone Spring Flings 2019: “Follow the Leader” was the theme. President Dianna Just, Planning 
Facilitator Delia Collard, and Vice President of Organizational Resources Paula Keefer presented portions of 
the information they learned at the 2018 Assembly of Leaders in St. Louis. Rev. Martin Herzberg, our Junior 
Pastoral Counselor, wrote and led the Bible study “Leadership Lessons from God.” 
 

Fall Fest 2019: The theme “Proclaim His Name” was based on Deuteronomy 32:3 (CSB) and sought to 
extend our celebration from the 2019 LWML Convention, “In Praise to His Name.” The Bible study was once 
again written by the Christian Life Committee. Zones chose to have a mission speaker or a report from the 
LWML Convention. Gifts from the Heart were a part of the days’ events. 
 

Fall Retreat 2019: “Treasured,” a retreat written by Deb Burma, directed women to see themselves as 
valuable because we are chosen by Christ. Women spent time over two days at Camp Lutherhoma near 
Tahlequah, studying God’s Word, making crafts, participating in a prayer walk, and enjoying relaxing 
fellowship with each other.  
 

LWML Oklahoma District 2020 Convention:  The Christian Life Committee sponsored a booth at the 2020 

convention, and I served on the planning committee for the 2020 convention. 

In the past biennium, the Vice President of Communication has served as follows: 

• Requested, edited and submitted monthly articles to The Lutheran Witness editor;  

• Attended the Board of Directors (BOD) meetings in person or by WebEx;   

• Assisted The Voice of Service Editor, Karen Karner, by copyediting issues of The Voice of Service 

• Worked with the Web Servant to prepare BOD packets; 

• Requested, formatted and compiled reports for BOD meetings; forwarded packages to the Web Servant 
for posting online; 

• Attended the LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, in June of 2019; and 

• Attended the Panhandle Fall Fest on October 5, 2019. 
 

In the past biennium the appointed personnel under Communication have served as follows: 
Jody Zscheck– Web Servant 

• On Saturday, November 3, 2018, we hosted a WebEx BOD meeting; 

• Continued to inquire if someone is interested in learning how to help manage the website and be a 
backup Web Servant; 

• Researched other options for website hosting and user-friendly management; and 

• Continually updated forms, articles and resources on website as needed 
 

Karen Karner—Editor  

• Gathered copy and photos for all issues of The Voice of Service;  

• Compiled, processed, and distributed for publication the issues of The Voice of Service;  

• Updated email addresses for The Voice of Service distribution;  
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• Requested articles via email from Board of Directors, Zone Presidents, and Public Relations 
Representatives;  

• Served on and attended meetings of the District Convention Planning Committee (DCPC); and  

• Compiled, formatted, and edited the convention manual for the district convention in April. 
 

Bev England—Public Relations Chairman and her committee 
 

Betty Reichert, as a member of the Public Relations Committee, 

• Created retreat bulletin inserts;  

• Created 2020 Convention bulletin inserts;  

• Submitted a grant request to Edmond Visitor Bureau for the 2020 Convention;  

• Created "Save the Date" cards for the 2020 Convention that are sent to Oklahoma District pastors; 

• Attended meeting of the DCPC and Host Zone Convention Committee (HZCC) to plan for the LWML 
Oklahoma District Convention 2020; 

• Contacted Edmond Visitors Bureau for logo for inclusion in convention publications; 

• Updated convention flyer and bulletin inserts to include Edmond Visitors Bureau logo; 

• Coordinated with the President and DCPC Chairman concerning information for the convention 
registration form; 

• Created registration form for convention; 

• Sent registration form to convention committee members and web servant; 

• Sent registration form to LWML Editor for The Voice Of Service; 

• Sent proposed bylaws to LWML Editor for The Voice Of Service; 

• Met with Public Relations Committee for LWML Store inventory and plans for promoting the 
convention; 

• Created district banner for the convention; and 

• Presented district banner to BOD, DCPC and HZCC members. 
 

Bev England & Patti Ross, as members of the Public Relations Committee,  

• Applied and secured a $250 Thrivent Grant for purchase of bears for 'Build a Mitey Bear' activity;  

• Purchased 200 bears and arranged transport from St. Louis to Oklahoma; 

• Purchased LWML products for Fall Fest tubs; assembled, inventoried and distributed tubs;  

• Searched for and secured samples for convention bag selection; 

• Contacted Dr. John Nunez and Jan Struck for possible convention speakers; 

• Assisted with public relations flyers for LWML Oklahoma District Retreat; 

• Coordinated, edited and distributed convention sketch authored by Dr. Peggy Grunow; 

• Secured $200 donation from an LWML group to assist with payment of the Mitey Bears;  

• Transported bears to Oklahoma for 'Build a Mitey Bear' mite activity; 

• Purchased amenities for 'Build a Mitey Bear' mite activity;  

• Wrote an article for The Voice of Service on the 'Build a Mitey Bear' mite activity; 

• Completed design and ordered convention bags;  

• Contacted Jan Struck as possible convention speaker; 

• Set up and coordinated store for LWML District Retreat at Lutherhoma; 

• Performed convention sketch at retreat; 

• Secured an additional $250 donation from an LWML group to assist on payment of the Mitey Bears; 

• Gathered product tubs from zones and consolidated products; 

• Prepared public relations reports; and 

• Met with Public Relations Committee for LWML Store inventory and plans for promoting the 
convention. 
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Vice President of Gospel Outreach                      Beverly Bahr 
Thank you so much for the opportunity to serve the first of my two bienniums in the LWML Oklahoma 
District. This job has to be one of the most rewarding and satisfying roles to serve. What an honor to 
present your mite monies to the grant recipients and see the needs fulfilled and people impacted. We 
were able to fulfill our commitment of $105,667 to 20 grant recipients by the beginning of February, 
2020.  Once again, your contributions: 

• Provided financial aid to four LCMS seminary students and several church professional workers at 
LCMS universities; 

• Provided money for food at the Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne Food and Clothing  
   Co-op for those student families on tight budgets; 

• Provided financial assistance to both Lutheran camps in Oklahoma – Camp Lutherhoma (building a 
fire ring) and Camp Lutherhaven (purchasing new kayaks); 

• Assisted our LWML members to go on short-term missions (Alaska, Guatemala, Belize and Kenya) 
through $1,000 gifts for their trips; 

• Supported two LCMS missionaries through Mission Central by providing for their financial needs to 
continue God’s work and stay in their assigned countries; 

• Assisted Lutheran schools in our state with financial needs to purchase Bibles, salaries for high 
school students to assist with after school care of others, and iPads and software for 
underprivileged students; 

• Provided food for Haitian students so they could focus on learning once their stomachs were full 

• Financed printing of Christian literature in Braille and Large Print; 

• Supported the Holy Cow Smokers Disaster Relief Ministry, pregnancy programs, and post-abortion 
hotlines; and 

• Allowed widowed spouses to stay in their home at Lutheran Senior Citizens, Inc., despite having 
outlived their financial resources, through contribution to the Good Samaritan Fund. 

 

The needs are great. Through you, God has provided help to these and other recipients. I thank you for 
your generosity, care and love that you show through your mite contributions. What we would like to do 
in this next biennium is follow closely new grant recipients. We would like to feature each grant, both on 
our website and through The Voice of Service, showing you the results of your financial aid to these 
recipients. 
 

We request you pray before voting on the new grant proposals for the new biennium. While the majority 
of the grant applicants are from organizations within our district, several are applicants outside of 
Oklahoma who may not have access to many financial resources needed to spread the Gospel 
message.   
 

Thank you for this opportunity to serve you in the capacity of Vice President of Gospel Outreach!  God’s 
Blessings to you!  

Vice President of Organizational Resources       Paula Keefer 
It certainly has been a humbling experience to serve the Oklahoma District as Vice President of 
Organizational Resources. I am thankful for the servant-minded women with Jesus in their hearts that 
have welcomed me with open arms and have supported me in this experience, especially when I was 
stretched out of my comfort zone. Your prayers were much appreciated!  It has been a pleasure to serve 
with President Dianna as she encouraged us to Go! Tell! And Serve Joyfully!  I will miss our long drives 
across the state (many times before the sun rose or well after it set) but always with our eyes fixed on 
Jesus!  
 

The ways that I have worn my LWML purple proudly the past two years follow: 

• Prepared reports and attended Board of Directors meetings; 

• Monitored officer email account, participating in email votes when presented; 

• Presented PowerPoint presentations at board meetings for the Leadership Program; 

• Attended Assembly of Leaders (AOL) Leadership weekend in St. Louis, November 7-10, 2018; 

• Prepared communication presentation as a follow up to AOL training; 
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Corresponding Secretary                                    Sharon Greene 
Over the past biennium, the Corresponding Secretary accomplished the following: 

• Attended Board of Directors meetings, Fall Fests and Spring Flings in the Miami and Tulsa Zones;  

• Attended Fall Retreats in Tahlequah at Camp Lutherhoma;  

• Attended and presented at the Tri-Zone Spring Flings held in Lahoma, Tulsa and Oklahoma City; 

• Ordered supplies and prepped Oklahoma buttons for Mobile convention; 

• Attended Pre-convention workshop on Leadership in Mobile; 

• Attended the LWML Convention in Mobile; 

• Served as Chairman for the 2019 Fall Retreat themed “Treasured”; 

• Toured Camp Lutherhoma in preparation for the Fall Retreat; 

• Wrote and submitted an article to The Lutheran Witness and The Voice of Service promoting Fall 
Retreat; 

• Combined and organized all retreat materials from previous years to pass on to the next Vice 
President of Organizational Resources; 

• Organized and prepared convention notebook and computer files to pass on to the new chairman; 

• Served on the 2020 District Convention Planning Committee; 

• Provided necessary information to Betty Reichert for Edmond Visitors Bureau grant application; 

• Enjoyed Fall Fests in both the Miami and Tulsa Zones, serving as a BOD representative when called 
upon to do so;   

• Enjoyed fellowship with my local LWML group serving as President; 

• Prepared materials and participated in LWML Sunday;  

• Participated in weekly Bible study, VBS, Sunday School, and worship at Immanuel, Grove; and 

• Cleaned, purged, and prepared officer email and supplies to prepare for the new Vice President of 
Organizational Resources 

 

I am indeed blessed to have been called to serve. I will continue to pray for the LWML mission as we 
“Fix our Eyes on Jesus” and put our faith not in what is seen but the unseen eternal glory of Jesus!  
God’s riches blessings to you! 

Parliamentarian                  Betty Reichert 
• Reviewed LWML Oklahoma District bylaws for revisions; 

• Presented LWML Oklahoma District proposed bylaws changes to LWML Oklahoma District Board of 
Directors; 

• Sent LWML Oklahoma District proposed bylaws for Convention 2020 to national LWML Structure 
Committee; 

• Received suggested changes from national LWML Structure Committee on LWML Oklahoma Dis-
trict proposed bylaws for Convention 2020; 

• Edited proposed bylaws changes with national Structure Committee’s suggestions; 

• Submitted proposed bylaws changes to President Dianna Just for inclusion in the delegate packets; 

• Submitted proposed bylaws to the District Editor for inclusion in the convention issue of The Voice 
of Service; 

• Presented to the Board of Directors standing rules to be attached to the LWML Oklahoma District 
bylaws; 

• Presented to the Board of Directors for approval a Gift Acceptance Policy for the District to be in-
cluded in the LWML Oklahoma District Guidelines; 

• Attended seven LWML Oklahoma District Board of Directors meetings; 

• Attended Structure/Parliamentarian Seminar at LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama; 

• Answered parliamentary procedure questions at Board of Directors meetings and anytime from 
President and Vice Presidents; and 

• Worked with Alison Ross to create electronic voting using ElectionBuddy for voting on mission grant 
goal, mission grants, officers, and bylaw amendment changes for the biennium. 
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Treasurer                                                  Jonith Grundmann 
The LWML Oklahoma District Treasurer is responsible for the preparation of the District Revenues and 
Expenses Report by fund (General, Recycle, Delegate and Special Gifts) and for the Mission Grant 
Payment Report for each Board of Directors meeting. She is responsible for a summary report for the 
district convention manual. She works with the President, Financial Secretary, the Special Gifts 
Chairman, and the Recycling Fund Chairman. The Treasurer is responsible for reconciliation of all bank 
accounts, payment of mission grants, mites, the LWML Store, National LWML invoices, LWML 
convention, and other expenses as directed by the Board of Directors.    
 

During the past two years, I have worked closely with the Vice President of Gospel Outreach, Beverly 
Bahr, regarding funds available for payment of mission grants. Due to the generosity of our members, 
we were able to make the final payment on the last district mission grant for the 2018-2020 biennium at 
the February, 2020, Board of Directors meeting. With the help of Recycling Fund Chairman, Marguerite 
Christman, and past records, I was able to reconcile the Recycling Fund balance.   
 

It has been a blessing to work with the numerous officers, chairmen, zone presidents, and other 
LWML’ers, each with their unique gifts, both spiritual and physical, that enabled the LWML Oklahoma 
District to support 20 mission grants and assist each woman of the LCMS in affirming and strengthening 
her relationship with the Triune God and each other.    

Financial Secretary                                            Katie Schroeder 
The Financial Secretary is responsible for receiving, depositing, recording, and reporting the receipts of 
the Oklahoma District. It has been my privilege to do this job since April, 2016. I work closely with the 
District Treasurer to accurately present the various categories of receipts including mites, special gifts, 
delegate fees, Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly fees, zone event monies, LWML store sales, recycling and 
other classifications. I report to the zone Presidents regarding the same categories. This allows the 
district to remit 25 percent of mites and recycling monies collected to the LWML Mission Grant Goal. We 
also remit 10 percent of the recycling collections to the Special Gifts Fund.  I send tax receipts as 
needed to donors. I work with the Special Gifts Fund Chairman to correctly record and acknowledge 
donations. The Corresponding Secretary and the Financial Secretary work together to process the 
Delegate Fund receipts and Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly payments. The Holy Spirit continues to inspire 
generous donations from individuals and societies to the Oklahoma District. With the recent creation of 
the Gift Acceptance Policy, we will be able to more efficiently conduct our receipt processes, and we will 
be enabled to continue to meet the mite goals voted on at the district conventions. Thank you for trusting 
me with this job. I look forward to serving the Oklahoma District in the future.   

• Continued to send get well, sympathy, and thank you cards for the Board of Directors; 

• Prepared and distributed Delegate Fund and Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly invoices for 2019 and 

2020 for each society in the Oklahoma District; and 

• Maintained society directories, as well as district officers and appointed committee rosters.  

Recording Secretary                                                  Sarah Yauk 
Duties for the Recording Secretary for the past two years are as follows: 
 

• Record minutes of the District meetings of the Board of Directors; and 

• Provide a copy of the minutes to the President and Vice President of Communication for 
dissemination to the members of the BOD and others that attend the meetings. 

 

Minutes were recorded for these meetings: 
 

• E-vote, February 12, 2020; 

• BOD, February 1, 2020, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Enid, Oklahoma; 

• E-vote, December 20, 2019; 

• BOD, October 18, 2019, Camp Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, Oklahoma; 

• BOD, August 10, 2019, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Enid, Oklahoma; 
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Junior Pastoral Counselor                      Rev. Martin Herzberg 
During my time as the Junior Pastoral Counselor, I attended the Assembly of Leaders conference in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Both on the way to and returning from this conference, I brainstormed with the 
leadership of the LWML Oklahoma District on ways to be more effective in our leadership. One of the 
responsibilities I accepted was to prepare and deliver the Bible study for the Spring Flings held in 2019. I 
attended the LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, providing devotions and prayers on the trip to and 
from Mobile. I provided doctrinal oversight during the planning of the Oklahoma District Convention.  

I am utterly amazed at how fast these four years of serving the women of the LWML Oklahoma District 
have passed. I am so blessed and thankful for this experience and the people with whom I’ve had the 
privilege to work side by side. I especially would like to thank Pastor Herzberg who took the brunt of the 
work after my accident last September. I was basically out of commission for at least half a year and 
relied upon him until he took a call out of state. 
 

I am now healing well and thankful for all the prayers and well wishes. I am confident of the continued 
work of the LWML, and I will never cease to be amazed at what can be done by a group of women with 
a passion to serve the world, their church, and their Lord. You are always in my prayers. 

Senior Pastoral Counselor                            Rev. Mark Bersche 

• BOD, May 4, 2019, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Moore, Oklahoma; 

• E-vote, April 25, 2019; 

• BOD, February 2, 2019, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Moore, Oklahoma; 

• E-vote, November 30, 2018; 

• BOD, November 3, 2018, WebEx Meeting; 

• E-vote, October 24, 2018; 

• BOD, August 11, 2018, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Moore, Oklahoma; and 

• E-vote, May 25, 2018. 

Special Gifts Fund                                           Sherrie Schroeder 
During the past biennium, I was privileged to serve the LWML Oklahoma District as the Special Gifts 
Fund Chairman. What a blessing to be a small part of a heritage that began when the Board of Directors 
of the LWML Oklahoma District established the Special Gifts Fund in 1998. The Fund can receive gifts 
and contributions from individuals and organizations in the form of money, securities and property. In 
addition, it can receive testamentary gifts under Will or Trust instruments or insurance, annuity and 
endowment proceeds. Any questions about the types of gifts that can be received by the Fund may be 
answered by referring to the newly adopted Gift Acceptance Policy. 
 

Because we can all use a little help in our stewardship planning, the LWML is blessed with several gift 
planning counselors. They help LWML women understand the benefits of remembering the Lord’s work 
through well planned, prayerfully considered charitable gifts and estate plans. 
 

The Special Gifts Fund received donations over the last two years that totaled $6,571.13. People made 

gifts in remembrance of loved ones and to honor special people and events. This amount was larger 

than usual as it included a gift from a remainder trust. The Recycling Program allocated 10% of its 

receipts to the Special Gifts Fund which amounted to $237.20 for the same period ending on December 

31, 2019. The money of the Special Gifts Fund is held at Lutheran Church Extension Fund in several 

accounts which earned interest of $1,711.63 through December 31, 2019. During the biennium, the 

Fund was used to support the Young Woman’s Representatives’ attendance at the LWML Convention, 

assist with travel to leadership training at Assembly of Leaders, and support the sharing of that 

information at Tri-Zone Spring Flings for a total of $2,154.37. The balance of all accounts of the Fund at 

December 31, 2019 was $52,242.76. 
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The responsibility of the Meeting Manager is to plan and coordinate travel, lodging, catering, and 
meeting support for all the LWML Oklahoma District events held during the biennium. This is an 
appointed position within the LWML Oklahoma District. My thanks to all who have provided housing, 
served as meeting hostesses, St. John’s, Moore, and St. Paul’s, Enid, who allowed the use of their 
facilities, many men and women who hosted us at our Board of Directors’ meetings, and all others who 
have assisted in numerous ways. All praise and thanksgiving to God for all your generosity. It has been 
a joy to serve our Lord in this capacity the past two years. I have been blessed to meet and serve with 
many faithful Christian women and men. 
 

General activities of this office were performed as required, including responding to and filing 
correspondence, faxes, emails, and telephone calls. In addition, meeting support has been provided for: 

• Seven Board of Directors meetings; 

• One Board of Directors meeting that met electronically via WebEx; 

• One district visioning/planning meeting; 

• The securing of a site for the 2020 Convention and pre-convention Board of Directors dinner at 
Hilton Garden Inn and Conference Center, Edmond/Oklahoma City; 

• The securing of the hotel for housing of district convention attendees; 

• The securing of registrations, housing and transportation for the Oklahoma Delegation to the 2019 
Mobile LWML Convention; 

• The arranging of one District Caucus meeting at the 2019 Mobile LWML Convention; 

• The arranging for zone Vice Presidents to meet to become acquainted with Bible studies for the Fall 
Fest; 

• The arranging of six District Convention planning meetings; 

• The arranging for a walk-through-site visit by the hosting Enid Zone and District Convention 
Planning Committee; 

• The arranging of one Nominating Committee meeting; and 

• The arranging the District Retreat at Camp Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, including pre-planning 
meetings. 

 

May God’s blessings be with each of you as you serve the Lord with gladness. It has been an honor to 
serve with you. 

Meeting Manager                                  Marguerite Christman 

Recycling Program                                 Marguerite Christman 
 

The LWML Oklahoma District Recycling Program began more than 18 years ago when the Mid-South 
and Oklahoma Districts worked together to raise funds for hosting the 2003 LWML Convention in 
Oklahoma City. After that convention, the Oklahoma District chose to continue the recycling efforts. Ink 
jet and laser printer cartridges were the first items gathered. Through the years, the list of recyclables 
has continued to grow. Presently, we are accepting ink jet and laser toner jet printer cartridges that are 
on the accepted recycling list. These can be recycled to benefit the mission and ministry of the LWML. 
 

Thanks to the many people who have assisted with the recycling program over the years. The procedure 
is quite simple: 

• Collect the items (a current list is posted on the LWML Oklahoma District website at oklwml.org). 

• Pack the items for shipment. Pack ink jet cartridges in one shipment and laser toner jet cartridges 
only in another shipment. Try to have each box weigh close to 20 pounds in weight. 

• Request prepaid UPS shipping labels from Marguerite Christman at MChrist721@aol.com.  

• Note what type of shipments you have – ink jet or laser toner jet so that the proper UPS shipping 
labels are sent to you. 

• Take the shipping cartons to the nearest UPS location in your area, or leave the cartons at your 
church for their next UPS delivery/pick-up. (Do not call UPS to schedule a pick-up.) 

 

During these years of the recycling effort in Oklahoma, more than $84,870 has been collected, basically 
from trash. From this amount, $21,217 (25 %) has been sent to national mites for the support of mission 
grants, and $8,487 (10 %) has been contributed to the LWML Oklahoma District Special Gifts Fund. The 
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remaining $55,589 (65 %) has been made available for leader training expenses in the district. These 
total amounts also include the Repurposing Shoes project that we completed this biennium. 
 

Funds made available by the Recycling Program have helped our Heart to Heart sisters receive leader 
training, have sent our Young Woman Representatives to LWML conventions, and assisted in paying for 
Board of Directors meeting expenses. Thus, our mite offerings given in our district have been given 
entirely to the mission grants we have adopted each biennium. 
 

An added benefit is this: The environment is cleaner because the trash is not dumped into local landfills. 
More specifically, this biennium alone, the environmental impact of the LWML Oklahoma District 
Recycling Program included offsetting the annual greenhouse gas emissions from 2 passenger vehicles 
and CO2 emissions from the consumption of 877 gallons of gasoline, thus counterbalancing CO2 

emissions from the consumption of 19 barrels of oil and staving off global warming via the intake and 
storage of carbon of 213 tree seedlings grown for 10 years, and counterbalancing CO2 emissions from 
345 propane cylinders used for home barbeques (based on the EPA’s WARM Emission Factors and 
Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator, www.epa.gov).   
 

Congregations and LWML societies are encouraged to participate in this recycling effort. You can make 
a difference. Be proactive in searching out schools, banks, medical offices, other businesses, church, 
and home offices that can contribute to the effort. This is a neat opportunity in which you can involve 
your teens and others, assisting with packing for shipment or collecting locally these items for recycling. 
 

We need help from members in your congregation and your neighbors to promote this valuable 
program. Make this effort known in your congregation, in your neighborhood and community. May God 
continue to bless it and enable you and others to become an important part of these recycling efforts. As 
you can see, it is vital for you and members of your congregation to be involved.  
 

Thanks for all of your support and assistance in this regard. God has richly blessed your efforts these 
past many years. To Him be the glory!  
 

Continue to recycle. Continue to benefit from God’s blessings. 
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 Zone Presidents Reports 
Enid Zone                                                         Pam Wiederkehr  

Kingfisher Zone                                           Linda Lee Kremeier 

The Enid Zone consists of nine groups. In the past biennium, they have been involved in zone and 
district events, including the 2018 district convention held in Lawton, Oklahoma, where we celebrated 90 
years of LWML in Oklahoma! Several women, spouses and Rev. Mark Herzberg, our LWML Oklahoma 
District Junior Pastoral Counselor from Lahoma, attended the 2019 LWML Convention in Mobile, 
Alabama. 
 

Our 2018 Fall Fest was held at Redeemer, Enid, on October 13. Our mission speaker was Patti Ross, 
Tulsa, and our Gifts from the Heart went to Youth and Family Services. In addition, feminine hygiene kits 
were given to Enid Public Schools. Zion, Lahoma, hosted the Spring Fling on March 9, 2019. The theme 
was “Follow the Leader,” led by three of our LWML Oklahoma District officers and Rev. Mark Herzberg. 
Amazon, Walmart, and Staples gift cards and receiving blankets were our Gifts from the Heart for 
Journey House, Enid. The 2019 Fall Fest was hosted by St. Paul’s, Enid. We were thrilled to have six 
pastors attend! Gifts from the Heart went to Forgotten Ministries, Enid, and our mission speaker was 
Jeremiah Herrian, founder of Forgotten Ministries. Officers elected were Lorna Ratzlaff, Secretary, and 
Mary Hobson, Second Vice President. 
 

The LWML women in the Enid Zone take to heart the words “our hands to work for Him” from our LWML 
pledge. Their groups’ activities and projects include making quilts and kits and collecting soap for 
Lutheran World Relief, making goody bags for college students, homebound and nursing home 
residents, baking cookies for Kairos Prison Ministry, and collecting food items and cash for local food 
pantries. They serve their home congregations by being greeters, delivering recorded church services to 
members, taking care of the nursery and altar duties, and serving countless meals and receptions for 
wedding, funerals, voters’ meetings, Advent and Lenten dinners, and new member, confirmand and 
graduation banquets. Baptismal banners are made, and cards and flowers are sent to support and 
encourage congregational members and others who need to know the love of Jesus.   
 

Members hold bake sales and bazaars, raising money to support local, state and national organizations. 
Some of these organizations are: Adopt an Angel, Hope Outreach, Hospice Circle of Love, YWCA, 
Loaves and Fishes, Forgotten Ministries, Journey House, Our Daily Bread, St Paul’s Lutheran School 
and Mothers’ Day Out, Camp Lutherhoma, Camp Lutherhaven, Knickers for Life, Heifer Project, 
Lutheran Hour Ministries, LCMS Joint Seminary Fund, Adopt a Concordia Seminary Student, Concordia 
Seminary Food Bank, Lutheran World Relief Care (Soldiers of the Cross), Lutheran Bible Translators, 
Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Bungoma Bible Ministries, and Orphan Grain 
Train. 
 

The Kingfisher Zone consist of four groups: Trinity, El Reno; Our Savior, Guthrie; Emmanuel, Kingfisher; 
and Lamplighter, Okarche. Each LWML group is very active in their church and community. Each group 
gives monetary donations to support their individual community missions and events. Societies have 
made quilts, assembled personal care kits and school kits for Lutheran World Relief, and held 
fundraisers. In Okarche, the community asked when we would be recycling shoes again. Some groups 
send cards and personally visit homebound residents and those in special care homes. The Kingfisher 
group is active in the Comfort Dog Ministry. The Guthrie group serve meals weekly to those in 
need. Several of our members attended the LWML convention in Mobile, Alabama, and are looking 
forward to the next convention. Many members volunteer to help with Meals on Wheels in their 
community through monetary gifts and/or delivering meals. Yearly all groups in the zone get together for 
the Soup and Bingo Party. Each group is faithful in collecting mites. Some groups have designated a 
weekend every month to collect mites from their congregation as part of the worship service. The Ladies 
Aid LWML, Okarche, ended on January 19 with a final celebration of 90 years during which they had 
faithfully endeavored to serve the Lord with gladness.   
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Lawton Zone                                                        Teresa Heater 
President’s Report  
 

• Elected in September 2018 at the Lawton Zone Fall Fest;  

• Co-hosted the OKC-Lawton Zone LWML Spring Workshop in March 2019;  

• Attended the 2019 LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, in June 2019; 

• Held the Lawton Zone Fall Fest in September 2019; 

• Attended the Oklahoma District Fall Retreat in October 2019; 

• Attended five district Board of Directors quarterly meetings; 

• Distributed information to the societies in the Lawton Zone; and  

• Corresponded with society, zone and district officers, as needed. 
 

Society reports 
 

First Lutheran King’s Bees in Chickasha—During their monthly meetings, they sew lap quilts for the 
elderly and work on the church banners, as needed. Mite offerings are collected. During the year, items 
for Lutheran World Relief are collected and brought to the zone Fall Fest for distribution. The King’s 
Bees have a booth at Chickasha’s Neewollah (Halloween spelled backwards) event where they 
distribute fliers and candy to the public. King’s Bees members attend spring workshops, Fall Fests, 
retreats, and district and national conventions.  
 

Holy Cross Tabitha Guild in Lawton—During their monthly meetings, members will either have guest 
speakers or Bible studies, and a salad supper and Christmas party is always an enjoyable evening of 
fun, food and fellowship. Offerings for mites and mission projects are taken at the meetings. During the 
year, items for Lutheran World Relief are collected and brought to the zone Fall Fest for distribution. 
Members host Lent, Advent and Confirmation dinners for the congregation. Their annual fundraiser is a 
soup luncheon and dessert auction. LWML Sunday is celebrated with members of the congregation 
receiving items made by the society and a cake and punch reception held after church. Tabitha Guild 
members attend spring workshops, Fall Fests, retreats, and district and national conventions. Holy 
Cross will host the 2020 Lawton Zone Fall Fest in September.  
 

St. John Dorcas Guild in Lawton—During their monthly meetings, members will either have guest 
speakers, Bible studies, a prayer service or a salad supper. At their Christmas party, new toys are 
collected and donated to the Lawton Fire Department; firefighters from the station located a few blocks 
from the church will come and get them. Offerings for mites and mission projects are taken at the 
meetings. During the year, items for Lutheran World Relief are collected and brought to the zone Fall 
Fest for distribution. Members host Lenten and Advent dinners for the congregation. Their annual 
fundraiser is a community-wide turkey dinner with over 600 meals served. All proceeds from the dinner 
go toward mites, support of three seminary students and 12 monthly mission projects. LWML Sunday is 
celebrated with members participating in the church service by distributing bulletins, lighting the candles, 
reading scriptures, gathering offering, and ushering. An LWML item is given to each member of the 
congregation. Fifth Sundays are designated as Mite Sunday. Dorcas Guild members attend spring 
workshops, Fall Fests, retreats, and district and national conventions. St. John hosted the 2018 Lawton 
Zone Fall Fest.  
 

St. John LWML in Granite—Members provide numerous handmade quilts and items for Lutheran World 
Relief that are brought to the Lawton Zone Fall Fest. Members also attend district conventions.  
 

Go, Tell and Serve Joyfully. 

Miami Zone                                                         Betty Reichert          
As Miami Zone President, I  

• Attended seven Board of Directors meetings; 

• Visited all Miami Zone LWML Groups; 

• Facilitated the Tri-Zone Workshop at Grace, Tulsa; 

• Updated Miami Zone Bylaws; 

• Forwarded correspondence from the district to the Miami Zone LWML Group Presidents; 
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Oklahoma City Zone                                Delia Collard 
The Oklahoma City Zone includes groups in Bethany, Edmond, Midwest City, Moore, Mustang, Norman, 
Oklahoma City, and a new group in Wellston. Zone officers are President Delia Collard, Vice President 
Karen Karner and our current Secretary Betsy Allie. Ann Reedy had been elected in 2019, but due to 
other obligations, she had to resign. Our Public Relations Representative is Sandy Cox and our 
Archivist/Historian is Marilyn Alsip. Myrna Lou Meyer is currently serving as our Nominating Committee 
Chairman. Vivian Bingman had initially been elected, however, she had to resign following a serious 
injury.   
 

Ladies of the Oklahoma City Zone serve the Lord with gladness, affirming His love through a multitude of 
service projects dedicated to serving their congregations, their day care centers, schools, Recognized 
Service Organizations, their communities, and throughout the world.  Mites are given regularly and it’s 
very common for groups to collect mites from their congregational members on a monthly basis.  Most 
groups incorporate Bible studies and devotions into the regular meetings, and many groups also meet 
monthly solely for the purpose of Bible studies.  
  

In September 2018, our Fall Fest was held at Holy Trinity, Edmond, and in March 2019, we held a  
bi-zone Spring Fling with the Lawton Zone at Immanuel, Oklahoma City. Our 2019 Fall Fest was held in 
September at Christ, Mustang. In June 2019, our delegates, Debbie Phipps and myself, along with lots 
of other women from the Oklahoma City Zone, attended the LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama.   
 

The President and Vice President have strived to reach out to individual societies/groups by attending at 
least one of their meetings throughout the year. The society/group presidents meet quarterly following 
the LWML Oklahoma District Board of Directors meetings. The Oklahoma City Zone officers are working 
towards reviving groups that have dissolved over the past few years for various reasons, the most 
common reason being the advanced age of their members.   
 

It is a great privilege to serve the women of the Oklahoma City Zone as Zone President.  It is a joy to 
walk and serve alongside so many amazing women as we welcome and encourage each other to use 

our unique God-given gifts to support global missions and serve the Lord with gladness. 

• Sent reports of the LWML Oklahoma District Board of Directors meetings to LWML Group 
Presidents; 

• Facilitated 2019 Fall Fest at St. John, Pryor; and 

• Created LWML Miami Zone banner for the LWML Oklahoma District Convention 2020. 
 

Our LWML Groups are very active with church activities and missions. Some activities include: 

• Altar care, dinners for family nights, baby showers, and funerals; 

• Monetary donations to multiple organizations; 

• Banner making for baptisms; 

• Lots of quilt making for various community organizations and Lutheran World Relief; 

• Collecting and packing kits for Lutheran World Relief and collecting items for Orphan Grain Train; 

• Maintaining a Blessing Box with items for those in need in the community; 

• Buying items for Angel Trees at Christmas time; and 

• Supporting community food banks; 

• Having Mite Box Sundays; and 

• Many miscellaneous activities and support for community organizations and their churches. 

Panhandle Zone                                                    June Wadley 
The Panhandle Zone consists of 6 groups:  Boise City, Buffalo, Guymon, Hooker, Texhoma and 
Woodward. Each of the groups are small but promote participation from their congregations in serving 
the Lord with gladness  locally to internationally. 
 

In spite of being way west, three members serve on the Oklahoma District Board of Directors: Sarah 
Yauk as Recording Secretary, Kasey Meyer as Vice President of Communication, and June Wadley as 
Panhandle Zone President. 
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The Ponca City Zone consists of seven groups in Blackwell, Cushing, Guthrie, Newkirk, Perry, Ponca 
City, and Stillwater serving the Lord joyfully in their churches, communities, nationally, and 
internationally.   
 

A total of twelve from the Ponca City Zone attended the convention in Mobile. This number included 
seven members, one pastor and four children.  
 

Thirty-five attended our Fall Fest at Christ, Perry. Our Mission Speaker was Karen Karner, member of 
the Oklahoma District LCMS Disaster Response Committee. A total of 229 food items were collected for 
the Perry Food Pantry. 
 

Our societies participate in our churches in many ways. Funeral meals are provided to families. Lenten 
and Advent meals and receptions are held. A variety of activities are held on LWML Sunday. Many 
members visit, provide cheer packages and carol to homebound members at Christmas time. We are 
involved with Vacation Bible School and Easter Egg Hunts. Ponca City provides scholarships to 
students at their school through a cookie walk held during their Christmas bazaar. The ill and 
homebound are visited. Sympathy cards are sent to those who have suffered the loss of a loved one, 
and get well cards are sent to those who are ill.  
 

We serve the needs of and witness to our communities as Jesus commands us to do. Blessing Bags 
have been provided to a homeless shelter. Kits are made to assist women who are leaving a shelter for 
abused women and setting up new homes. God’s work is shared by delivering Portals of Prayer to a 
prison and doctors’ offices. A Christmas tree is decorated with a clear Gospel message in a bank for 
their Festival of the Trees, and families are adopted at Christmas. Meals are provided quarterly to a 
food bank, and breakfast or dinner is served to high school football players. One group supports a boys ’ 
home.   
 

Missionaries and seminary students are supported. Lutheran World Relief kits are assembled and quilts 

are made. Mites, of course, are collected in our societies and congregations to support our mission 

grants.   

Two members rode the Oklahoma District bus to the LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama. The 
October Fall Fest was hosted by Lamplighters in Hooker. The mission speaker was Rev. Mark Wescoatt 
representing Lutherhaven Retreat Center, Knowles, with Gifts from the Heart donated to the camp. 
Our groups continue to fulfill the mission of reaching the church and community by serving church 
meals, hosting showers, receptions, holiday parties or the after-prom party, providing meals for 
homeless shelters, providing monetary assistance for those needing help with utilities or medical 
emergencies, delivering Portals of Prayer, providing community dinners or food baskets, spending time 
or providing gifts for nursing homes, donating goods to the Pregnancy Center, donating certain items 
monthly to school or community agencies, donating and assisting with local thrift stores, and sending 
care packages to college students and those serving in the military. 
 

Besides involving congregations in gathering mites for missions, other national and international ways of 
serving the Lord are assembling various kits for Orphan Grain Train, monthly monetary donations to 
Recognized Service Organizations and supporting seminary students. An Orphan Grain Train truck 
picks up goods and boxes stored in Guymon at least once a year. Hundreds of quilts are sent along with 
boxes of clothes, medical supplies, kits, bedding, towels, Christmas shoeboxes, fabric, sewing supplies, 

socks, underwear, and many other items. Large items, such as wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, bicycles, 
and suitcases are also sent.  

Ponca City Zone                                          Jan Bartels 

Tulsa Zone                              Lori Steele 
The Tulsa Zone LWML is blessed with many women with servant hearts. We have had some wonderful 
experiences over the past biennium. Our new officers elected at the 2018 Fall Fest hosted by Trinity, 
Broken Arrow are: Lori Steele, President; Claudette Brown, Vice President; and Judy Hixon, Secretary. 
Recipients of Gifts from the Heart were Broken Arrow Neighbors. The 2019 Fall Fest was hosted by 
Christ the Redeemer, Gifts from the Heart recipient was Clarehouse of Tulsa. 
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Every year in the fall, we coordinate with the Miami Zone to transport Lutheran World Relief items to the 
drop-off spot for shipping. In 2018, that trip was to Wichita, and in 2019, to Oklahoma City. We unloaded 
a completely packed U-haul truck full of quilts, sewing kits, school kits, and personal hygiene kits. Totals 
were 3,684 pounds in 2018 and 3,537 pounds in 2019! 
 

In April 2018, several cars full of Tulsa Zone LWMLers traveled three hours south to Lawton for the 
Oklahoma District 90th anniversary celebration and district convention. 
 

March 2019, Grace, Tulsa, welcomed the Miami and Ponca City Zones when they hosted the Tri-Zone 
Workshop entitled “Follow the Leader,” where we received special training from leaders of our Board of 
Directors. 
 

In June 2019, many of our members traveled to Mobile, Alabama, for the LWML Convention where we 
celebrated under the theme “In Praise to the Lord.” The Tulsa Zone was honored to design and make 
the Oklahoma District banner for President Dianna to carry at convention. 
 

All of our groups participated in the Repurposing Shoes project to help maintain the District Recycling 
Program Fund. Several groups routinely contribute printer cartridges for this programl. 
 

Some of the activities throughout the zone include: college student care packages, monthly 
congregational mite offerings, financial and prayer support for seminarians, making witness bracelets for 
MOST Ministries, serving Lenten meals, providing care packages/Christmas gifts for homebound 
members, and hosting funeral luncheons. 
 

Our prayer for the next biennium is that God continues to bless us with willing hearts and hands to do 
His work as we continue to “Serve the Lord with Gladness.” 
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LUTHERAN WOMEN'S MISSIONARY LEAGUE - OKLAHOMA DISTRICT 

 TREASURER'S REPORT  - BIENNIUM MARCH 1, 2018 TO FEBRUARY 29, 2020 
        

 GENERAL FUND (Arvest Bank Accounts, Combined with Recycle Fund)  

        

 RECEIPTS:      

  Mites (Non-Designated)     $  158,539.04  

  Mites (Designated for Grant #5:Canoes for Lutherhaven)  $         100.00  

  Mites (Designated for Oklahoma Grants Only)   $      1,692.58  

  Mites (Designated for National Only)   $         781.08  

  Quarterlies     $      8,361.00  

  Delegate Fund     $      8,090.76  

  Special Gifts Fund     $      3,114.00  

  Special Gifts Fund Reimbursement to General Fund  $         889.12  

  Delegate Fund Reimbursement to General Fund   $      8,481.15  

  LWML Store Sales     $      7,636.06  

  Interest      $         405.47  

  Bank Error in Addition     $           (0.06) 

  Amazon Smile     $        195.95  

  District Convention     $         125.00  

  Fall Retreat - Registrations less Refunds   $      5,584.00  

  Zone Events - Registration    $      3,268.34  

  Zone/District Events - Mite Offering    $      4,273.09  

  Misc Income     $           69.92  

  Anderson Remainder Trusts    $      5,871.13  

  LCMS Foundation      $           84.16  

  Convention Bus Deposits (& Donation)   $      7,720.82  

  Convention Shirt Pass-through    $           26.00  

  Convention Delegate Reimb. Excess Advance   $         714.33  

  Grant Money Returned (Grant #17)    $         833.02  

  Laramy Endowment     $           86.74  

  TOTAL RECEIPTS     $  226,942.70  



 41 

 

  DISBURSEMENTS:      

  District Mission Grants this Biennium   $      102,500.00  

  

Mission Grants Carried Over from last Bienni-

um   $          4,000.00  

  25% of Mites     $        40,653.03  

  BOD National Mite Offerings    $        15,000.00  

  

National Mite Offer-

ings     $             781.08  

  

Delegate Fund - Transfer to 

LCEF    $          8,805.09  

  Special Gifts Fund - Transfer to LCEF   $          3,114.00  

  

Training (To Be Reimbursed from Sp. Gift 

Fund)   $             749.12  

  BOD Donated Expenses    $            (466.36) 

  BOD Expenses     $             883.26  

  Operating Expense     $          1,951.60  

  Donated Expenses     $            (272.15) 

  Quarterlies     $          9,484.79  

  LWML Store      $          5,887.53  

  2018 Okla. District Convention Expense   $             503.03  

  National LWML Convention Bus Travel   $          7,720.82  

  National Convention Expense    $              46.95  

  

2019 Nat'l Conv Exp. to be Re-

imb. By Delegate Fund  PAID   $          8,158.33  

  2019 Nat'l Conv Expense to be Reimb. By Sp. Gift Fund   $             140.00  

  Fall Retreat Expense     $          5,346.98  

  Fall Fest Expense     $             194.40  

  Anderson Remainder to Special Gifts   $          5,871.13  

  Adjustment between Recycle & General Funds   $             265.10  

  Voided Checks     $         (4,502.00) 

  Convention Shirt Pass-through    $              26.00  

  TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS    $      216,841.73  

        

 Excess Receipts Over Disbursements     $        10,100.97  

        

 SUMMARY GENERAL FUND:     

 BEGIN GENERAL FUND BALANCE 3/1/2018   $        21,823.96  

  RECEIPTS     $      226,942.70  

  DISBURSEMENTS     $      216,841.73  

 END GENERAL FUND BALANCE  2/29/2020   $        31,924.93  

 Prepared by Jonith L. Grundmann, Lutheran Women's Missionary Leaque - Oklahoma District Treasurer   
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 RECYCLE FUND (Arvest Bank Accounts, Combined with General Fund)  

 BEGIN RECYCLE FUND BALANCE  3/1/2018   $                 7,643.33  

  RECEIPTS:      

   General Donations   $  2,558.22   

   Geraldine Schoelen Donation   $     663.08   

   Fall Retreat Lunch Donations   $     124.00   

   TOTAL RECEIPTS   $  3,345.30   $                 3,345.30  

  DISBURSEMENTS:     

   25% National Mites   $     639.55   

   10% Oklahoma Special Gifts Fund  $     255.83   

   BOD Meeting Expenses   $  1,500.70   

   Adjust between Recycle & Gen. Fund  $   (265.10)  

   TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS   $  2,130.98   $               (2,130.98) 

 END RECYCLE FUND BALANCE  2/29/2020   $          8,857.65  

                

        

 DELEGATE FUND (LCEF Checking Account)    

 BEGIN DELEGATE FUND BALANCE  3/1/2018   $                 5,137.98  

  RECEIPTS:      

   General Donations   $  4,318.00   

   Interest    $     113.80   

   Excess 2018 Lawton Conv.   $  3,407.83   

   Delegate Reimbursements   $  1,079.26   

   TOTAL RECEIPTS   $  8,918.89   $                 8,918.89  

  DISBURSEMENTS:     

   Delegates to Mobile, AL Conv.  $10,241.97   

   TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS   $10,241.97   $             (10,241.97) 

 END DELEGATE FUND BALANCE  2/29/2020   $          3,814.90  

                

        

 SPECIAL GIFTS FUND (LCEF Checking Account & CD Accounts)   

 BEGIN SPECIAL GIFTS FUND BALANCE  3/1/2018   $               45,877.17  

  RECEIPTS:      

   General Donations   $     700.00   

   Interest    $  1,730.68   

   Anderson Donation   $  5,871.13   

   Schoelen Plus     $  2,432.63   

   10% Recycle Fund   $     237.20   

   TOTAL RECEIPTS   $10,971.64   $               10,971.64  

  DISBURSEMENTS:     

   Assembly of Leaders Training   $     112.74   

   Rev. Herzberg to Zone Events  $     131.88   

   Training Lunch at Mobile Conv.   $     140.00   

   New Checks    $         7.25   

   YWR to Mobile, AL Conv.   $  1,762.50   

   TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS   $  2,154.37   $               (2,154.37) 

 END SPECIAL GIFTS FUND BALANCE  2/29/2020   $        54,694.44  
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Mission Grants 
1 OK District Ministerial Students, OK District $12,000.00  

2 OK District Professional Church Worker Scholarships, OK District $12,000.00  

3 Equipment for Redeemer Lutheran Church, Claremore, OK $7,000.00  

4 MEND Medical Clinic & Pregnancy Resource Center, Tulsa, OK $5,000.00  

5 Canoes for Lutherhaven Retreat Center, Knowles, OK $2,000.00  

6 Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc., Tulsa and Edmond, OK $5,000.00  

7 
Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary Food & Clothing  
Co-Op, Ft. Wayne, IN 

$5,000.00  

8 Trinity Hope Haitian Feeding Program, Lutheran Churches in Haiti $5,000.00  

9 Assistance for LWML Members' Mission Trips, OK District $6,000.00  

10 
Holy Cow Smokers Disaster Relief Ministry, Lamb of God Lutheran   
Church, Flower Mound, TX 

$5,000.00  

11 Mission Central Support for Missionary Expenses, Mapleton, IA $10,000.00  

12 
Funds for iPads & Software for Underprivileged Students, Good Shepherd 
Lutheran School, Midwest City 

$4,000.00  

13 Lutherans For Life Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline Expansion, Nevada, IA $4,000.00  

14 Good Samaritan Fund, Lutheran Senior Citizens, Inc., OKC  $5,000.00  

15 Family Promise of Lawton, OK   $2,550.00  

16 Outdoor Adult & Family Campfire Ring, Camp Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK $4,500.00  

17 After School Tutoring & Outreach, Trinity Lutheran, McAlester, OK $66.98  

18 Summer Heights Day Camp, Immanuel Lutheran Church, OKC, OK $2,100.00  

19 Bibles for Bethany, Our Savior Lutheran Church, OKC, OK  $500.00  

20 Ends of the Earth Team Member Support, MOST Ministries, Ann Arbor, MI $4,950.00  

    2018-2020 Biennium Totals $101,666.98  
        

A Oklahoma District Pastors, Vicars and Lay Ministers Wives Retreat  $4,000.00  

   Carryover of 2016-2018 Biennium Totals $4,000.00  

        

     $105,666.98  GRAND TOTAL 

        

Prepared by Jonith L. Grundmann, Lutheran Women's Missionary Leaque - Oklahoma District Treasurer 
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Rev. Harry Fricke 

The LWML Pledge 

ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in 
obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we 
pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever 

He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior our hands  

to work for 
Him, our feet 
to go on His 
errands, our 
voice to sing 
His praises, 
our lips to 

proclaim His 
redeeming 
love, our 

silver and our 
gold to 

extend His 
Kingdom, 

our will to do 
His will, and 
every power 
of our life to 
the great task 
of bringing 
the lost and 
the erring 

into eternal 
fellowship 
with Him. 

Amen 

      

             LU-

 

In fervent 
gratitude for 
the Savior’s 
dying love 

and His 
blood-bought 

gift of 
redemption 
we dedicate  


