
STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 

 

     Wetumka Schools provides safe transportation to all students who are legally eligible 

to ride to and from school.  Students who ride school buses should be careful about 

loading and unloading.  They should wait for the bus to stop before leaving their seats.  

When crossing highways or heavy traffic, they should wait for signal of the bus driver.  

Students should never be moving about the bus or have arms or heads outside the 

windows while the bus is in motion.  The driver of the school bus has the same control 

over pupils as the teacher in the classroom.  Misconduct will be reported immediately to 

the Principal in charge of the student. 

 

The School District cannot be held responsible for the security of personal items left on 

the bus. 

1. Students may be required to walk a short distance to the bus stop. 

2. Passengers should be prompt in reporting to the bus stop.  Usually a five-

minute arrival before the scheduled stop is ample.  Schedules should normally 

be consistent, within two to five minutes, except, for the first week or so of 

school until routes are “firmed up” and in the case of a substitute driver or 

during severe weather. 

3. “Honk service” or “door to door” is not feasible. 

4. Passengers shall remain seated when the bus is in motion in their assigned 

seats.  Upon boarding the bus, the students should be promptly seated.  The 

student should be alert and prepared to depart the bus at the appropriate stop, 

causing no delay. 

5. While waiting for the bus, students shall stand a safe distance from the 

roadway until the bus has arrived at the designated stop. 

6. Students shall cross ten feet (10’) in front of the bus, never behind the bus. If 

it is necessary for a student to cross a lane of traffic to board, or after 

departing, they must have eye contact with the driver and should wait for the 

driver to motion them across. 

7. In case of a bus accident or breakdown, passengers should be orderly and 

follow the directions of the bus driver. 

8. Those students who wish to ride a bus other than their assigned bus (i.e., 

going home with a friend, going to a babysitter, ect.) shall provide their own 

transportation.  This means that parents are responsible for providing this type 

of transportation. 

9. Students cannot get off the bus at any stop other than their assigned bus stop 

without permission from the parent and the principal. 

10. Items not allowed in the classroom are not allowed on the bus.  Students are 

responsible for helping to keep the inside of the bus free of litter. 

11. Parents and students are responsible for the cost of repairs for damaged bus 

property caused by vandalism by the student. 

 

 

 



12. Pupil misconduct on a school bus can endanger the lives of the pupils, driver 

and the general public.  The bus driver shall report such incidents to the 

building principal by using a conduct report.  If more than three reports are 

issued during the year, it will result in suspension from riding the bus.  Types 

of passenger misconduct which may result in the student loss of riding 

privileges include: 

a. Deliberate defiance-refusal to cooperate with the driver; 

b. Obscene and unacceptable language, gestures, remarks or literature; 

c. Unusually loud talking or other undue noise; 

d. Throwing/shooting items of any kind, spitting in the bus or out the 

windows; 

e. Scuffling/teasing/harassing or bullying other students on the bus or at 

the bus stop; 

f. Fighting on the bus or at the bus stop; 

g. Deliberate delay loading or unloading; 

h. Refusal to stay seated, turned around in the seat or moving around in 

the bus; 

i. Use of tobacco or tobacco products, matches, lighters, drugs  or 

alcohol; 

j. Extending any part of the body or objects out the window; 

k. Tampering with bus equipment; 

l. Vandalism and destruction of property; 

m. Restricted materials or items on the bus; 

n. Or any other actions endangering safe operation on the bus. 

 

13. When weather conditions in the district indicate a possibility or existence of   

                  dangerous road conditions, every effort will be made to notify the media by  

                  6:00 a.m.  In case of severe storms at the time of school dismissal, buses will 

                  remain at school until the threat of severe weather has passed.  

 

TRANSPORTATION POLICY FOR DISCIPLINING STUDENTS 

 

1. The first time a student creates a disturbance, the driver will verbally warn the  

      student about what rule the student is breaking and that if the conduct   

      continues, a conduct notice is issued.  If a conduct notice is issued, the parents  

      must call the building principal and sign the conduct notice.  If the notice is  

      not signed, bus transportation may be halted.  The reason for the call is for 

      parents to discuss the problem and possible consequences and try to resolve  

      the problem. 

2. If a second conduct notice is issued, a pupil’s bus privileges are automatically  

      suspended for three days.  The parent must call the principal and sign the  

      conduct notice before transportation is resumed.  There will be no appeal of a  

     3-day suspension with a 2
nd

 notice. 

 

 

 



3.  Upon receiving a third conduct report: The student will lose bus riding 

     priveleges as follows:  PK-6 grade students will not be allowed to ride the bus  

     for five (5), days, 7-12 students will not be allowed to ride the bus for fifteen  

     (15) days.  

     

4. If a student receives a fourth conduct report: PK-6 students will not be 

allowed to ride the bus for ten (10) school days, 7-12 students will not be 

allowed to ride the bus for thirty (30) school days.   

       

5. In the event that any student receives their fifth conduct report, they will be  

Not be allowed to ride the bus for forty-five school days.  In any case, conduct 

reports must be signed by a parent and returned before transportation will 

resume. 

      

6. SEVERE CLAUSE:  Immediate suspension from bus riding will occur, if the  

incident is serious and jeopardizes the safety of the passengers.  In such cases 

the student may be returned to school and the parents will provide 

transportation, or law enforcement officials may be called to assist. 

 

7. Appeal Procedure:  All appeals should be initiated through the building 

Principal.  A parent or guardian desiring to appeal the issuance of the third 

misconduct notice or subsequent punishment may do so by contacting the 

building principal.  The appeal shall be heard within five school days of the 

request unless an extension is requested in writing by the parent.  The request 

for appeal shall temporarily restrain the implementation of a suspension unless 

the bus driver and the principal determines that in the interest of bus safety 

and or good order, the suspension is necessary or the hearing cannot be 

conducted in a timely manner. 

 

ROUTE INFORMATION 

 

      1.   The buses will not travel down private roads. 

 

                   EXTRACURRICULAR TRIPS 

 

1. Bus rider rules and regulations apply to all trips. 

2. Sponsors will be appointed by school officials. 

3. Parents should expect to provide their own transportation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BUS RIDER RULES 

 

Riding a school bus is a privilege and the privilege may be removed for not abiding 

by the bus rider rules. 

 

PRIOR TO LOADING, students should: 

 

1. Be on time at the designated school bus stop. 

2. Stay off the road at all times while waiting for the bus. 

3. Do not move toward the bus at the loading zone until the bus has completed a 

complete stop. 

4. Respect people and their property while waiting on the bus. 

 

WHILE ON THE BUS, students should: 

 

1. Sit in assigned seats; 

2. Keep all parts of the body inside the bus; 

3. Do not participate in loud talking or laughter that may be distracting to the driver 

including horseplay and fighting or scuffling; 

4. Maintain possession of personal items, keeping the aisle clear; 

5. Not cause damage to the bus seats or equipment on the bus; 

6. Help look after the safety and comfort of smaller children; 

7. Not throw objects out of the windows; 

8. Assist in keeping the bus clean at all times by using the trash container; 

9. Remain seated while bus is in motion; 

10. Remain quiet when approaching a railroad crossing stop; 

11. Follow driver instructions during road emergencies. 

 

AFTER LEAVING THE BUS, students should: 

 

      1.  If a street crossing is necessary, walk at least ten (10) feet in front of the bus,    

           stop, check traffic, wait for the bus driver’s signal, then cross the road. 

2.  Go home immediately, staying clear of traffic; 

      3.  Help look out for the safety of smaller children. 

 

 

 

 

Adopted: May 7, 2007 

Wetumka Board of Education   _____________________ 

                                                                        Chris Berry, Clerk 

  

 

 



 

 


