
Mountain Green Middle School Reopening Plan 

 
1. Description of Educational Plan 

a. In-school:  
In-school, in-person instruction will begin Tuesday, August 25th, 5th-8th grade students who 
attended MGMS or MGES last year will be automatically enrolled at MGMS. In-school, in-
person instruction will be provided Monday-Friday using the following schedule: Monday – 
Thursday 8:00 AM to 1:55 PM and Friday 8:00 AM to 12:55 PM. This means Monday-
Thursday school will release one hour earlier than last year to allow for student remediation, 
teacher online school preparation and online student support, and building sanitization. 
Following the Morgan School District plan students and staff will be required to wear face 
coverings. Every student will be issued a Chromebook. An important and unique part of our 
in-school plan at MGMS is all students grades 5-8 to be assigned to a cohort group and will 
move together to their classes throughout the day. See Appendix A for more information 
regarding cohort groups. Course offering and descriptions for 7th and 8th grade can be found 
in Appendix B. 
 

b. Online:  
Morgan Online School will be offered to students who may be considering homeschooling, 
other online options, or will be absent for more than 30 days. Students seeking this option 
should contact MGMS to schedule an appointment with our counselor Mrs. Berkholder to 
enroll in this option. Students choosing this option must commit to continuing in this format 
of instruction for an entire grading period. The deadline to enroll in this option is Friday, 
August 21stMorgan Online School will consist of K-12 curriculum and instruction provided 
by licensed Mountain Green Middle School teachers via Canvas or Edgenuity. Mountain 
Green Middle School will provide a facilitator/coach to facilitate the online learning format to 
ensure it is streamlined. Each student choosing this option will receive a school issued 
Chromebook. 
 

c. Potential School Closure:  
MGMS will provide all enrolled students with a Chromebook to be used for homework and 
for in-class and online instruction. If we experience a school closure, teachers will continue to 
provide instruction via Canvas. During the duration of the school closure expectations for 
students will be adjusted; however, teachers will still be expected to provide instruction that 
leads students to show proficiency in standards and objectives for each course. 

2. School Practices to Mitigate Risk: To mitigate the risks to students and staff we will 
focus our mitigation efforts on movement, duration, proximity, group size, respiratory output, 
touch, and congestion.  

a. Classrooms: 
- Teachers will be trained in how to mitigate risks to students and staff.  
- Students will be assigned to seats and/or small groups to support contact tracing 
- Our schedule will be adjusted to keep the same grade level of students with the same team of    
   teachers and staff the greatest extent practicable   



- Desks and chairs will be separated by the maximum physical distance allowed by the space in 
   each classroom. (We will provide 6 feet of physical distance when possible.) 
- Teachers will seat students facing the front of the classroom except during specified activities.  
- Teachers are encouraged to identify and use large spaces (auditoriums, gyms, and outdoors) 
   when possible to maximize physical distancing.  
- All nonessential furniture and equipment will be moved out of classrooms to increase distancing 
   footprints 
- Hand sanitizer dispensers will be installed in each classroom.  

b. Restrooms:  
- Students will be instructed to use only the restrooms adjacent to their grade level pods.   
- We will minimize the number of individuals in a restroom through restroom monitors during 
   high traffic times. Teachers will also limit the number of students to one per classroom at any 
   given time. 
- Markings on floor will be used to encourage physical distancing when waiting to use restrooms.  
- Every other urinal will be blocked off to ensure physical distancing.  
- Custodians will monitor hand soap dispensers to ensure soap is always available 
- In addition to daily regular cleaning, frequently touched surfaces will be sanitized throughout 
   each school day. 
- Paper towel dispensers have been removed from restrooms. Air hand dryers are available in 
   each restroom for students to dry their hands. 
-Signage will be placed in each restroom encouraging proper hand washing 

c. Entry/Exit: 
- Entry/Exit for students before and after each school day is as follows: Walking 
   students will enter through the doors on the East side of MGMS, Students dropped off by 
   parents will enter through the doors on the South side of MGMS, and Bussed students will enter 
   through the doors on the West side of MGMS (Each bus will be assigned doors to enter 
   through). 
- After school starts and prior to school ending students can be dropped off and picked up through 
   the East doors of MGMS all students must check-in or out at the main office 
- We will limit nonessential visitors and volunteers at MGMS 
- All visitors and non-regular staff, will be required to have a temperature check and the wear a 
   face covering   
- All Visitors are required to sign-in and sign-out at main office, locations being visited will be 
   recorded 
- Hand sanitizer will be available for visitors in the main office   
- Signage will be posted to encourage physical distancing  

d. Large Group Gatherings 
- All off-campus field trips and assemblies are temporarily suspended  
- We will be providing virtual assemblies and field trips when possible   
- We will record attendance and seating location of any large gatherings to support contact tracing  
- Faculty meetings will be held in-person in a large area to promote physical distancing or will be 
   held virtually  
- Mitigation strategies will be used for safety drills (i.e., fire, lockdown, earthquake) 



e. Special Education IEP/504 
- We will provide face shields, other protective equipment, and/or auxiliary aids for one-on-one 
   close contact to ensure students with disabilities have equal access to information  
- We will follow the State Public Health Order and provide exceptions on wearing face coverings 
   based on individual circumstances  
- We will make accommodations for circumstances that encounter close contact (i.e., counseling, 
   school psychologist) 

f. Transitions 
- We have identified high traffic areas and will apply floor markings or signage to direct traffic  
- Students will transition within their grade level pods. If there is mixing between grade levels we 
   will stager transitions and/or designate one stairwell for up and one stairwell for down 
- Staff will be present in hallways during transitions to monitor and disperse congregations of 
   students as needed  
- Water fountains will not be available for student use. However students will have access to 
   bottle fillers and are encouraged to bring their own water bottle to school.  
- All pod doors will be propped and teachers will be encouraged to prop their doors during 
   transitions.  
- High-touch surfaces will be cleaned after transition periods 

g. Unique Courses with Higher Risk (P.E., Choir, Band, CTE, etc.) 
- We have identified high risk courses and we are developing plans to mitigate risk for students 
   taking these courses 
- All nonessential assemblies, recitals, dances, etc. are temporarily suspended and will be 
   rescheduled as virtual gatherings or in-person live events at a later date  
- Music courses are an inherently high-risk activities due to the increased level of respiratory 
   output; we will be layering several other mitigation strategies for these classes, 
   including conducting in outdoor spaces (when possible), space at least 6 feet apart, reduce 
   duration spent face-to-face, use of barriers, increasing airflow and ventilation  
- PE is also an inherently high-risk activity that will require several steps to mitigate risk. 
  Teachers will adjust schedule of activities and plan activities that promote physical distancing  
  when possible and that do not require students to change in locker-rooms. Students will also be  
  temperature checked prior to class. 

h. Recess and Playground 
- Recess time including lunch will be monitored for physical distancing, when possible recess 
  will be held outside, and students will be instructed to participate in activities that promote 
  physical distancing.   
- Recess equipment will be sanitized between each use 

i. Transportation (Parent Pickup/Drop off, Bus Pickup/Drop off)  
- Bus drivers will be provided with a protective barrier   
- Busses will cleaned and disinfected on seats and other high-touch surfaces between each run 
- Students will be assigned seats to support contact tracing  
- Face coverings are required on busses physical distancing will be required when possible 
- Busses will stagger drop off and pickup times 
- Parents will drop off and pickup students before and after school using the South doors of 
  MGMS 



j. Cafeteria 
- Marking for proper physical spacing and designated serving line flow paths will be placed on 
   the floor  
- Condiments and other self-service items such as other toppings and salad bars will be provided 
   by workers in the serving area   
- Hand sanitizer dispensers have been installed in the serving area to promote proper hand 
   hygiene  
- We will increase cleaning and disinfecting of high-touch areas  
- We will provide 4 staggered lunch times to reduce number of students in the cafeteria at a time 
- Students will be assigned to cafeteria times by grade level  
- Students will be assigned to sit with their cohort group   
- Seating area will be designed to promote physical distancing 
 

APPENDIX A 

Cohort Groups: 

A unique and important part of our return to school plan is placement of students into cohort groups. 
Students in each grade level will be divided into groups that will move together between classes. Cohort 
groups will be changed periodically throughout the year. Assigning students to cohorts allows us to 
follow the recommendation from the state to, “keep the same students and teachers or staff with each 
group to the greatest extent practicable.” Assigning students to cohorts also allows us greater control of 
class sizes to allow for us to provide as much physical distancing as possible in each classroom. It will 
also allow us to more effectively contact trace if an outbreak were to occur. To facilitate student cohort 
group movement, we have created a teaching team in each grade level and those teachers will only teach 
in their assigned grade level with the exception of our CTE, Art, and Music teachers who will switch 
grade levels after 1st semester.  

Placing students into cohort groups will not have a significant impact on the 5th grade schedules. The 6th 
grade students will also move as cohorts and will have a skills/movement class added to their schedule. 

The 7th and 8th grades will be most impacted by this change to cohorts as we have changed our course 
offering for theses grades. This change will allow students to take all of the core courses and they will 
also be enrolled in courses that give them exposure to all of the electives we offer. The 7th and 8th grade 
schedules will look like the following and all of the students in a grade will be enrolled in the same 
classes. Course offering and descriptions for the 7th and 8th grade can be found in Appendix B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APPENDIX B 

8th Grade Course Offerings (2020-21) 
 

 

Courses                                 
Language Arts               
Mathematics                       
Science                          
United States History                   
Physical Education      
Digital Literacy A / FACS Exploration                      
Digital Literacy B / CTE Technology    
Art Elective 
Music Elective   

   TOTAL   

 

Credits    
   1.0      
   1.0     
   1.0     
   1.0     
   1.0     
   0.5     
   0.5 
   0.5 
   0.5_ 
     

    7.0 

 

 

8th Grade Corse Descriptions 
 

Language Arts- 8th Grade - 1.0 Credit 
This course is designed to develop all aspects of the student’s literacy skills as outlined in the Utah Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts & Literacy.  Additional emphasis is placed on the following standards: Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Listening, and Language.  This course is required for all 8th grade students.   

 
Math- 8th Grade - 1.0 Credit 
In this course, instructional time will focus on three critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and 
equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and solving linear equations and 
systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to describe quantitative 
relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, and 
congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem.  This course is required for all 8th grade 
students not taking the Accelerated Math course. 

 
Accelerated Math- 8th Grade - 1.0 Credit* 
In this course, instructional time focuses on three critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and 
equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and solving linear equations and 
systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to describe quantitative 
relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, congruence, 
and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem. Students in 8th grade Accelerated Math course will also 
focus on additional mathematical topics. Placement in this course is based upon math test scores and/or instructor 



recommendation. *Students must pass a competency based assessment and obtain teacher approval to be enrolled in 
this course. 

 
Integrated Science- 8th Grade - 1.0 Credit 
This course will integrate broad science principles including chemistry and ecology first semester and physics and 
geology second semester. The main intent of science instruction in Utah is that students will value and use science as a 
process of obtaining knowledge based upon observable evidence. The first semester focuses on atomic properties, 
chemical changes, law of conservation of mass, photosynthesis, and cellular respiration. Second semester concentrates 
on types of energy, energy transfer, natural resources, and natural hazards. Required for all 8th grade students.   
 
United States History- 8th Grade - 1.0 Credit 
This course emphasizes the historic events of the 18th and 19th centuries. United States History I includes events and 
issues in United States history from the Age of Exploration through Reconstruction. Some of the topics covered include 
America Indian life, European exploration, colonization, Revolutionary War, constitutional issues, nation building, 
expansion, and the Civil War. Required for all 8th grade students.   

 
Physical Education- 8th Grade - 1.0 Credits 
This course provides students with the opportunity to learn a variety of sports and sport related movements as well as 
health and fitness concepts. These topics relate to nutrition, fitness health and wellness. Emphasis is placed on active 
participation and positive social interaction during fitness and sport activities. This course’s activities and curriculum will 
be adjusted to adhere to current guidelines and restrictions in place due to COVID 19. 

 
Digital Literacy A/ FACS Explorations - 8th Grade - 0.5 Credits 
This course is designed to serve as a foundation to computer literacy. Students will have opportunities to use technology 
and develop skills that encourage creativity, critical thinking, productivity, and collaboration in the classroom and day-to-
day life. In addition to the traditional digital literacy activities and curriculum, the teachers will incorporate elements of 
the Family & Consumer Science (FACS) Exploration elective courses that will survey learning activities that will enable 
students to better determine course work that they might benefit from taking in high school.   

 
Digital Literacy B/ CTE Technology - 8th Grade - 1.0 Credits 
These course is designed to cover the second portion of the foundation to computer literacy curriculum provided by the 
state. Students will receive additional opportunities to use technology and develop skills that encourage creativity, 
critical thinking, productivity, and collaboration in the classroom and day-to-day life. In addition to the traditional digital 
literacy activities and curriculum, the teacher will incorporate elements of the Career & Technology Education (CTE) 
Exploration courses that will survey learning activities that will enable students to better determine course work that 
they might benefit from taking in high school.   

 
Art Elective- 8th Grade - 0.5 Credit 
These exploratory course designed to help improve students’ basic art skills; drawing, painting and sculpting, design 
artwork using a variety of media and techniques, develop students’ creativity and self-expression, and recognize and use 
the art elements.  This course will survey several elements of art based elective course normally offered at MGMS in an 
effort to give students an opportunity to explore course they might benefit taking in high school.   

 
Music Elective- 8th Grade - 0.5 Credit 



This course will provide opportunities for students to develop their musical understanding and appreciation through a 
unique exploratory curriculum. Study will include developing the ability to read and appreciate, the building of technical 
skills, team spirit, and an appreciation of various genres of music. This course’s activities and curriculum will be adjusted 
to adhere to current guidelines and restrictions in place due to COVID 19. 

7th Grade Course Offerings (2020-21) 
 

 

Courses                                 
Language Arts               
Mathematics                       
Science                             
Healthy Life Styles    
Utah History 
Culture Exploration                   
CCA- Family & Consumer Sciences 
CCA- Business & Technology 
Art I  
Music Elective                       
   

   TOTAL   

 

Credits    
   1.0      
   1.0     
   1.0      
   1.0 
   0.5 
   0.5     
   0.5 
   0.5 
   0.5 
   0.5_ 
     

     
   7.0 
 

 

7th Grade Corse Descriptions 
 

Language Arts- 7th Grade- 1.0 Credit 
This course is designed to develop all aspects of the student’s literacy skills as outlined in the Utah Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts & Literacy, by building on the following standards: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, 
and Language. Required for all 7th grade students.   

 
Math- 7th Grade- 1.0 Credit 
In this course, instructional time focuses on the following areas: (1) developing understanding of and applying 
proportional relationships; (2) developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working with 
expressions and linear equations; (3) solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, 
and working with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume; and (4) 
drawing inferences about populations based on samples. This course is required for all 7th grade students not taking the 
Accelerated Math course. 

 
Accelerated Math- 7th Grade- 1.0 Credit* 
In this course, instructional time focuses on the following critical areas: (1) developing understanding of and applying 
proportional relationships; (2) developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working with 
expressions and linear equations; (3) solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, 
and working with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume; and (4) 
drawing inferences about populations based on samples. Students in 7th grade Accelerated Math will also focus on 
additional mathematical topics such as discrete mathematics, three-dimensional geometry, and other problem solving.  
*Students must pass a competency based assessment and obtain teacher approval to be enrolled in this course. 



 
 
Integrated Science- 7th Grade - 1.0 Credit 
This course integrates broad science principles including physics and geology first semester and biology second semester. 
The main intent of science instruction in Utah is that students will value and use science as a process of obtaining 
knowledge based upon observable evidence. The first semester focuses on laws of motion, magnetic/electric forces, 
layers of the earth, the rock cycle, and plate tectonics. Second semester concentrates on cell structure & function, body 
systems, genetics, and adaptations of living organisms. Required for all 7th grade students.   

 
Healthy Lifestyles: HLS- 7th Grade - 1.0 Credit 
Required for all 7th grade students.  This course provides opportunities for students to develop knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes necessary for practicing lifelong health-enhancing behaviors. The students will learn behaviors to prevent 
unnecessary injury, disease, and chronic health conditions that may lead to a low quality of life, disability, or early death. 
The HLS course fulfills both the physical education and health requirement for 7th grade students. 

 
Utah History- 7th Grade - 0.5 Credit 
This course is designed to help students understand the interaction between Utah’s geography and its inhabitants, the 
formative contributions of Native Americans, explorers, and Utah pioneers. The course will also investigate the 
relationship between government and the people of Utah, the diverse nature of Utah’s people and cultures, and the 
impact of contemporary issues on the land and people of Utah. Utah History students will delve into the study of Utah, 
its history, geography, economics, civics, and the diversity of its people. Required for all 7th grade students.   

 
Culture Exploration- 7th Grade - 0.5 credits  
This semester long class explores various customs and views through the lens of cultures from around the world.  Each 
unit of study will look at new and different forms of art, culture, and writing that comprise and flavor the diverse and 
unique civilizations of the world. An emphasis will be placed on students developing skillset and competences related to 
the study of Social Sciences. 

 
CCA- Family & Consumer Sciences - 7th Grade - 0.5 Credits 
This course is designed to increase awareness of college and career pathways through simulations and project-based 
experiences. The college and Career Awareness course explores high school, college, and career options based on 
individual student interests, abilities, and skills. Students will investigate high-skill and/or in-demand jobs in the Utah 
labor market while developing workplace skills. CCA: FACS spends a semester focusing on careers related to Careers 
related to the Family and Consumer Sciences Field of study. Required for all 7th grade students.   

 
CCA- Business & Technology- 7th Grade - 0.5 Credits 
This CCA course offers exploration and preparation in college and career pathways focusing on jobs that are high skill 
and in high demand, as well as satisfying and financially rewarding. CCA is designed to help students identify their 
interests, abilities, and skills. Through application-based lessons, College and Career Awareness allows students to utilize 
technology, develop foundational skills, and explore careers. The course provides information regarding additional 
courses and training related to each student’s career field of interest, as they begin to prepare for college and career. 
Required for all 7th grade students.   

 



 
 
Art I: 7th Grade - 0.5 Credit 
This exploratory course designed to help improve students’ basic art skills; drawing, painting and sculpting, design 
artwork using a variety of media and techniques, develop students’ creativity and self-expression, and recognize and use 
the art elements (line, shape, color, value, form, texture and space), and design principles (rhythm, balance, proportion, 
variety, emphasis, harmony and unity).   

 
Music Elective - 7th Grade - 0.5 Credit 
This course will provide opportunities for students to develop their musical understanding and appreciation through a 
unique exploratory curriculum. Study will include developing the ability to read and appreciate, the building of technical 
skills, team spirit, and an appreciation of various genres of music. This course’s activities and curriculum will be adjusted 
to adhere to current guidelines and restrictions in place due to COVID 19. 

 

 


