
 

Teacher Preparation and Certification Program 
2021-2022 

         

Certificate Areas  Admission Requirements 
Base Certificates  All candidates: Bachelor’s degree; 2.5 GPA; 

acceptable criminal history; professional 
references 

Core Subjects EC-6: 30 semester hours in 
English, math, social studies, and science (at 
least six hours from each, counting only 
classes with final grades of “C” or better); 2.5 
GPA over the 30-hour block 

Core Subjects 4-8: 36-semester hours in 
English, math, social studies, and science (at 
least six hours from each, counting only 
classes with final grades of “C” or better); 2.5 
GPA over the 36-hour block 

Junior High/High School: 24 semester hours in 
the subject with at least 12 from upper-level 
courses; 2.5 GPA over the 24-hour block 

*Pre-Admission Content Tests (PACT) are 
available if course work requirements are not 
met 

 Core Subjects EC-6 

 Core Subjects 4-8 

 English Language Arts and Reading 4-8 

 English Language Arts and Reading 7-12 

 Mathematics 4-8 

 Mathematics 7-12 

 Science 7-12 

 Life Sciences 7-12 

 Physical Sciences 7-12 

 Social Studies 7-12 

 History 7-12 

 JROTC 6-12 (requires military certification) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supplemental Certificates  

 Bilingual Education 

 English as a Second Language (ESL) 
 Special Education 

 

 

 

         

Program Overview 

The Teacher Preparation and Certification Program (TPCP) is a state-approved and accredited educator 
preparation program. The TPCP is a 17-month program beginning each January. Training is a hybrid of 
online course work and face-to-face sessions – one Saturday each month and three weeks in the 
summer. You may begin teaching in August 2021! 

         

Contacts  Application Deadline 
Georgia Bates 

Educator Certification Secretary 

(936) 435-8301 
gbates@esc6.net 

Joe Martin 
Coordinator of Educator 

Quality and Development 

(936) 435-8302 
jmartin@esc6.net 

 

November 20, 2020 

www.esc6.net/tpcp  



Frequently Asked Questions 

Is there an application deadline? 

Yes, November 20, 2020. All applications, 
transcripts, and other required documentation must 
be received in the Region 6 ESC TPCP office before 
the close of business on Friday, November 20, 2020. 
Please submit all application materials as early as 
possible.  

Applications must include official transcripts from 
every college and/or university attended.  

Applicants who graduated from universities outside 
of the United States must include an official course-
by-course evaluation from an approved credential 
evaluation service.  

Applicants may be required to demonstrate English 
language competency by providing acceptable 
scores on the Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL). Applicants are responsible for any fees 
incurred obtaining official transcripts or credential 
evaluations. 

 
May I submit an application if I graduate in May? 

Yes, you may be offered a conditional acceptance if 
you meet all other application requirements by 
December 31, 2020 and graduate by May 31, 2021. 

 
May I submit an application without having the 
necessary course work? 

Yes, you can apply, but you must pass a test before 
the end of December.  

Pre-Admission Content Testing (PACT) is a provision 
that allows applicants to take a subject matter test 
(not a state certification test) BEFORE being 
admitted into an educator preparation program, such 
as the TPCP. A passing score on the appropriate TX 
PACT exam may substitute for missing course work 
and allow admission into the TPCP. Please visit 
www.tx.nesinc.com for more information on the TX 
PACT exams. 
 

Am I paid a salary during the internship? 

Yes. The state-base salary is $33,660 (2019-20); 
however, many school districts pay higher and 
provide additional benefits.  

Note: A clinical teaching placement is unpaid. 

 

Does the TPCP place participants in schools? 

The TPCP staff assists participants with clinical 
teaching placements. Participants seeking paid 
internships are responsible for securing school 
employment; the TPCP staff assists with locating 
vacancies, notifying participants about job fairs, etc. 
The practicum (either clinical teaching or internship) 
must be completed with a Texas public school 
district, approved private school, or approved charter 
school. The practicum may NOT be completed at a 
state school or the Windham school district. 
 

Does the TPCP require a major time commitment? 

Yes. The TPCP is an intense, fast-paced, high-
quality program. The TPCP is a 17-month program, 
beginning in January 2021 and ending in May 2022. 
Participants attend preservice training in the spring 
and summer, and continued training throughout the 
2021-2022 school year. 

Participants observe in classrooms and attend 
monthly Saturday training sessions with a three-
week block of weekday training in June and July. 
Participants are scheduled to begin teaching in 
August 2021 (2021-2022 is the internship year). 

The TPCP also has an option for participants to 
complete a 14-week, unpaid clinical teaching 
practicum (student teaching) instead of the full-year 
paid internship. Participants in the clinical teaching 
option attend all training sessions and complete all 
activities required of those in internships. This option 
allows participants to become certified without being 
employed by a school. 
 

How is the TPCP different from other programs? 

The TPCP is NOT a simple test preparation program. 
Effective teaching requires expertise in many areas. 
The TPCP prepares its participants to pass the 
required state certification tests, effectively manage 
their classrooms, and deliver meaningful instruction 
that will result in student learning. During the 
practicum (internship or clinical teaching), 
participants continue training and receive support 
from the TPCP staff, an assigned mentor, and 
campus administration. 

 


